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Foreword

This volume completes tile general survey of combat operations in
Korea that began vit h the publication in 1960 of Roy Appleman's South to
the Naktong, North to the Yalu. It will be followed by a study of theater
logistics and an order of battle which, along with the recently )ublished
Medics' War, will comprise the series of official Army histories of America's
so-called torgotten war.

Ebb and Flow records an important chapter in the Korean War. It
begins with the last weeks of the pell-mell rush of' United Nations forces
to the Chinese border and goes on to describe in great detail the test of
American military leadership and resources posed by the taxing retreat
of the Eighth Army and X Corps across the frozen wastes of North
Korea. It also examines the special problems posed to a fighting army
during the deadly months of stalemate in the summer of 1951.

The part of' the war CescIibed in this volume raises many questions
fo6r the military strategist and provides a treasure trove of lessons f'or the
student of' the art of' war. The book emphasizes the limitations imposed
by terrain and weather on the fighting capabilities of an American army
facing surprise attack from a large, disciplined enemy. The operations it
describes in such careful detail will help vivif'y the principles of war for
those who would study the p'ofession of arms.

It seems particularly appropriate that this volume is going to the
printer during a year when the Army is emphasizing the theme of training.
It is important to study carefully such a recent and important example of'
an Amicrican army perf'orming stIperbly against great odds. I encourage
the military student and veteran alike to take advantage of the insights
into our profession imparted in the pages that follow.

Washington, D.C. WILLIAM A. STOF'FT
8 September 1988 Brigadier General, USA

Chief of NIilitary History
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Preface

[This boo0k describes mlilitar-y op~er-ations dluring the Korean War f'rom
late November 1950 to earlyj J ly 195 1, a period in which battle linies cIld
indeed ebb and flow in p)ronotunced surges. The volume is one of'several
in the United States Army in the Korean War series. In its coverage of'
combatt operations, the book f'alls in the series between South to the Nakiong,
North to the Yalu by Roy E. Appleman and Truce TPent and Fighting Front by)
Walter G. Hermes.

In describing the large-scale engagements that, occurred betweenl siZ-
alble opposing forces over sevenl monthIs' timle, I had to focuIs tr-eatilment of'
the battles at a somewhat. highi level, often corps or armIy. I also had tO be
selective in thle uIse of detail. While this approach does not fullly record
the gallantry, suffering, and achlievemenlts Of inldividual mlenl inl combat, I
hope that the battle descriptions clearly indicate the substaintial measure

1A' 1 thir idividulal aCCOmjl)liShlen~ltS anld valor.
I wrote this book over many years, interrupting my work Onl nmer-

otis occasions and for- long() l)e-iOdS to carry out othel' responisibilities and
assignmentIs. In Fact, I gave thle aIccdunt its finlal touIches after I retired
fr-om the Center of Military Histor-y. It, Was also inl retiremen~lt that. I
designed the maps and selected the phlotogr'aphls that illustrate the book.

During the years spent writing the 1)00k, I received valuable suppor't
and assistance from many p~eop~le. Super'visory officials at all levels p~ro-
VideCdllunfsilin~g supp~lOi't,. The successive Chief's of Mlilitary H-istoiry included
Br'ig. Gen. james A. Norell, Br'ig. Gen. William 1-. Harris, Br'ig. Gen.
H-al C. lPattison, Brig. Gen. James L. Collins, jir., and Br'ig. Gen. Will-
iamn A. Stof'ft. H-olding the p~ost of Chief' Histor'ian luiing theC l)e-iOd Of'
priepara'~tion1 wcire Dr'. Stetson Colin, IDr. Maurice Miatlof, and Dir. David
Tr'iask. I r'eceived valuable assistance and guidance friom at consider'able
number of' of'ficei's who seirved ats Chiief, Histor'ies lDivision: Lt. Col.
James C. Gi'iffinl; Col. Louis G. NMendeIZ, ii'.; Col. Pal P. Hinkley; Col.
Leonaird G. Robinson; Col. Albert, W.Jones; Col. john E.,JeSStil),.Ji'.; Col.
jamnes WV. IDunn; and Lt. Col. Richard 0. PeiTiy. Wise counIsel also came
f'om my bi'anch chief's: Charles B. MacDonald, Robert, Ross Smith, Rob-
ert W. Coakley, and Walter C. Heri'es.

Ovei' the couiI'Se Of mly iresear'ch, H-annah M. Zeicllik, cui'rentliy thle
C hief'. H-istoi'ical Resources Br'anch, was a mainstay in obtaining and
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p~rovidling essential records, studies, andc reports. On the prodluctioni level,
joyce WV. I-arclyman performed thc main editing of the volume assisted
lNY james WV. Grandly. Also imp)ortantly involved in the production proc-
ess were John NV. ElsbergO, the current Edlitor1 in Chief, Barbara H. Gil-
b)ell, and Rite Tr. Panella. Arthur S. Hardyman and Lindai NI. Cajka proc-
essedl the maps from laIyout to fna 11,1form. Howell C. Brewver handled tile
acquisitionl and preparation of the p)hotographs that Hilustrate the voIlumeI.

Notwithstanding the significant contribtutions of the persons1 named
above, I alone amn responsible for the interpretations made and conclu-
sions drawn in this bo00k and for any deficiencies that it may have.

8S September 1988 BILLY C. NIOSSNMAN
Washington. D.C.
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Ebb and Flow
November 1950-July 1951



CHAPTER I

The Mission
By the Thanksgiving holiday in 1950, released Korea from forty years of'

an autunm offensive had carried the Japanese rule. After American and So-
United Nations Command (UNC) deep viet military forces entered the land to
into North Korea. Opening the advance take the surrender of Japanese troops
in South Korea, UNC forces had moved stationed there, most of the world out-
some three hundred miles to a fiont side Asia gave scant notice to the fur-
slanting northeastward across the Ko- ther course of events in Korea. When
rean peninsula from the mouth of the the outbreak of war in June 1950 again
Ch'ongch'on River on the Yellow Sea drew attention, few could recall with
to the southern outskirts of the city of any certainty just where this country
Ch'ongjin on the Sea of Japan.' A fill was located or what it looked like.
resumption of the offen.;ive was set for Shaped much like the state of Florida,
Friday, 24 November, to clear the re- the Korean peninsula, measuring about
maining hundred miles or less that lay two hundred miles at its widest, reaches
between the front and Korea's north- some six hundred miles southeastward
ern border. Despite recent encounters from the central Asian mainland.
with fresh forces from Communist (Map 1) In the north it borders on
China, there was considerable optimism Manchuria, the northeasternmost re-
for the success of renewed advance and gion of China, and for a few miles in
even some speculation that UNC forces the far northeast on the Union of Sovict
would reach the border and end the Socialist Republics (USSR). To the west,
Korean War by Christmas, the date on the Yellow Sea separates Korea from
which the war would be exactly six north-central China. To the east, the
months old. Sea of japan stands between the penin-

sula and the islands of*Japan. Less than

Vie Battleground a hundred fifty miles off the southeast-
ern tip of the peninsula, across the

Until the war had begun during the Korea and Tsushfima Straits, lies Kyu-
past summer, Korea had received world slu, Japan's southernmost main island.2

attention only briefly, when the Allied
victory over Japan in World War II 2So shaped and located. Korea is a strategic ctoss-

roaets in the Far East a fact long and well app eciated
b) the geopoliticians of the country's stionger neigh-

rui , de:Iiled actKoun of giomnd upe: .ilun" ill ors. C"hina, Russia. ad Japan. Pas, rivaris amog
Korea dulting 25June-4,[ November 1950. see Roy E. these nations for "ontiol of Korea are described in
Applemian, South to the Naktong. North to the Yalu, U.S. Geot ge IN. McCune. Korea Today (Cambridge, Mass.:
ARMY IN THE KOREAN WAR (Washington; Go%- lavaiId Univessity PIess, 1950); AndrewJ. Grajdan-
ernment 'rinting Office. 1961). zev. Modem; Koea (New York: The John Day Co.,
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TIlE. AXIALTIAEBt\EK MIOUNTrAINS ALONG TuzlE AST COAST

As the UNC tr'oops now deep) in lands), the main Traebaek Mountains
North Korea could ateSt from11 eXperi- run the length of the east coast withou1tt
ence, Korea's steep), ubiquitous moun- interruption except for a nlarrow northi-
tains, inferior commnunications system, east-southwest corridor (the Wonsa n-
and severe climate sharply inhibited the Seoul corridor) inl cenltral Korea that
coniduct of military operation-mo11st divides thie Taebaeks intLo northern-1 and
sharply the operations of' a modernl, southern1 ranges. (Map 2) From this
highly mechianived for-ce such as the axial spine, spur ranges spread south-
United Nations Command. F'Wlxtnlig weCstwarlld across mIOSt Of the pen~iisla.

mlass inl the couintry's f*'Cir 11orth and dotted by imjlpOSing mounta1Iinl mase,I,
nor1thealst (the Northern Korea High- lie principally along the west coast.TIhiS

mou11ntauin framework made movement

1 94-); M. Fs edei ick Neko'i, Kowa and the Old W~ei % inl any lii ect on diffiCUlt. pari-cularly
Ill E(-IIII~A1e, (ISM011wi RaUgU. L iAAii.I4SW[C Utjijl- cI oss-coII Ii 1 anld, C;15tL-WCS,
shty Phess. 1916): and Edwin 0. ReisIiai.Iji Poor. liles of coimillnicat llt comlpli-
Thle Stars of a Nain.iv edl. (Newv York: Alfr-ed A,
Kimpd. 19741). cated lie movement of' UNC troops5
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THE MISSION 7

and SulI)plies into and inside Korea. All usual amount of rainfall. This phe-
harbors were year-round, warm-water nomenon had increased the number of
ports, but few were good, and extreme days of high temperatures, many over
tidal ranges limited the use of those on 100 degrees Fahrenheit and several as
the west coast. Airfields were dated. Al- high as 120 degrees. In some summer
though they were numerous and well actions heat exhaustion caused more
located for troop transport and cargo UNC casualties than did enemy gun-
plancs, putting and keeping them in fire. By late November 1950 UNC
condition to handle the heavy aircraft forces also had had a taste of Korea's
(tactical aircraft, as well) often required winter weather. Snowfall began in mid-
more than available UNC engineer November, and in the higher moun-
crews could provide. The railroad, tains in the far northeast the heaviest
Korea's chief means of overland com- falls made roads dangerous or impass-
mercial transportation, had suffered able. Although snow was light else-
from hard use and inadequate mainte- where, bitter cold intensified by1) brisk
nance in recent years, and by late 1950 northern winds created problems all
heavy war damage to bridges, tracks, along the UNC front, disabling vehi-
and rolling stock had further reduced cles and weapons and causing numner-
its capacity. The road net, which had ous cases of frostbite among the troops.
been designed primarily to serve and As UNC forces restarted their advance
supplement the railways, was a primi- toward the northern border, they could
tive system of narrow, one-lane, mostly anticipate a winter of few deeper snows
gravel-surfaced roads with steep grades. but still stronger winds and decidedly
sharp curves, and equally narrow brid- lower temperatures. :
ges with low load capacities. Because of
poor construction, few lateral routes, Vie Initial Misson
and vulnerability to weather damage,
the road system was scarcely suitable The northern border of Korea was
for UNC military traffic. not the original objective of UNC oper-

Hardly a lesser obstacle was Korea's ations. The initial decision on the
monsoonal climate with its characteris- purpose of these operations, made
tic reversal oflprevailing wind direction concomitantly with the fundamental
in summer and winter. Marked by vari- decisions of' the United States and the
able winds and changeable precipita- United Nations (U.N.) to enter the war,
tion and temperature, spring and au- had limited the mission to repelling the
tuni are transitional periods for the North Korean invasion of' South Korea.
wind shift. In summer tile prevailing On the ground, this meant driving the
winds generally move northward off North Koreans back beyond the 38th
the Pacific Ocean, and in winter the
principal flow of air comes southward
out of the Asian interior. Consequently, Foradditional infoi ,|ation on Korea's relief, pot is,
Stumminiers are typically rainy, humid, ai tficld:, tail system, toadnet, and climate, see Korea

,11c0 hot, winters relatively dry and cold. , ,,,Io" (Washington. Depaltment of the At my,
Office, Assistant Chief of Staff, G--2, September 1950).But the summer of 1950 had been ole For the effect of weather conditions on past opera-

of drought-only about one-fourth the ions, see Appleman. South to the Naktong.
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'ryIICAIL TERRAIN, NEAR TIlE' 38i'ii PARALRL. IN '11 E WLS'I

pl-allel of nlorth latitude crossing the estalished under .S and U.N. spon-
peninsula at its waist,. This was the line sor-Ship inl tile South."
that for three years after World War I I Trhe hiardening of the division of Ko-
had served as a lboundary firlst l)etweenI rca at the 38th1 parallel had begun wVil h
American and Soviet forces taking the an impasse in U.S.-USSR negotiationIs
gi urrender of japanese troops, then be- con';en-,cl inl 1946 and 1947 as an early
tween U.S. and USSR occulpation zonies, me~asurle inlliou 01ing AIeMd, %varttm-e
and finally between the Communist
Democratic People's Republic of Korea .1,11 C two ni eas of tile (liVidediland acqtiied theirfounded by the Soviets north of the pi r- oiioI udnaeNrhoe ndSthKe.
allel and the Republic of Korea (ROK (filling thle oCetlpationl.
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declarations ~~O tUSat Koeoc ieae h atto of Korea reflected a
from ,,),,i ue oldeetal ra ealignment of international

fus topermt te UntedNatons o cld wr btwenatoe los Ws

the first step) in establishing a govern- fronting those assembled under the So-
merit. By autumin of'that year the lparal- v'iet Union. In Europ01e, the Soviets
Idl represented a confirmed political opened a campaign of' intimidation and
division1 lke~ween two governments of subversion to consolidate control offr-
opposing ideologies)5 1'tories OCCuL~ie(I during fihe wvar. What-

ever the impulse behind that campaign,
whether a search f'or national security

' See Decpt of* State Pub 7004. Far Eastei u Suries o eiet rmt omns
101, The' Record on Km can UnificaU1on. 1943-I960 world t'evollution inl keeping With MarltX-
(Washiiiglii. 1960). ist -Leninist d0ctr-ine, the strategy ap-
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peared to be one of expansion. Inl re- The North Korean invasion of the
sponse, the United States adopted a pol- rep~ublic onl 25 June 1950 and the inl-
icy of' containment and led attempts, ability of South Koreanl forces to check
p)rimarily through economic assistance it promp~ted anil abrupt reversal of' the
pa~cts and military alliances, to prevent American position. Behind the change
the Soviet Union fr-om expanding its was at belief that the invasion was not
influence beCyond the borders acquized simp~ly an extension of a local jurisdic-
inl wartime military operations. tional dispute but a break in the wider

Although centered inl Europe, the cold war. Viewing the attack inl this
cold war was also visible in Korea. Af- light, President Harry S. Trruman and
ter Soviet and American occup~ation his principal advisers concluded that it
forces withdrew in 1948 and 1949, the had to lbe contested onl groundls that in-
regime north of the parallel and the action would invite furthder armed ag-
gTov*lllernmen inl thle south colpeted in gression, and possibly a third world war.
cold war- terms forjurisdiction over the The immediate American response
entire p~eninsu~la." Thie Soviet Union was to label thle invasion as a threat, to
assi sled its satellite inl thle north,.1 lartic- world peace before the United Nations.
ularly inl eqiiipping and training anl This step was not taken primarily to
aurnw. The U.S. policy toward KCorea, prloduce troop and materiel support,
established inl 1948 as cold war tensions although suhspotwas forthcom-
mounted inl Europe and after (cmobil- ing.TheC .ase and Speed with which thle
ization and budg-etary restrictions North Korean invasion force was driv-
sharply reduced American military re- ing south made clear that there was not
sour1ces, was to avoid becomlng "so enough1 time to assemble a broadly
irrevocably involved in thle Korean situ- based U.N. force. Only thle United
atiln that anl actionl taken by any) fac- States could commit troops il ally num11-
tion ili Korea or by an% other p~ower inl bers immediately, these from occulpa-
Korea could be considered a 'casus beclli* tion forces ill jIapan. Nor were North
f()1. thle Unlited Staltes.",7 Nevertheless, Korean authorlities, who anticipated a
the United States p~rovided economic q1uick victory, exp~ected to submlit to
and military assistance to thle sotuthern U.N. p~olitical prIessuire. Rather, the
republic, and KoreCa's unlificationl anld UlniteCd States soulght thle mor01al supportI
full independence remained a matter of'Lthe United Nations and the author-
Of inlterest, if of little hope, to both thle ity to identify resistance to thle North
United States and the United Nations. Korean venture with U.N. PuTI-IOSCS.

Resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secti-
rity Coun~cil onl 25 and 27.June 1950.
worded almost exact iv as American rep-

6See 1). M. Condit, er al.. Challenge and lReslinne in r-esenltatives offereda them, gave thle
Internal Con/hda. vol. 1. The Experience inl Asta. chi. 17. sanction and support desired.

SoihKomci. I9,16-05-1."y IS. BC. Mossmanii (Wash- PeietTua ocn
dngwCntel for Reseairch ill Social Svsrenmx TFhe rsditTua soughltnoc -

A jeim li,;y J~fiR1 grcssional declaration of war but comn-
- State-.% riy-NaivN-Air F~orce Cooidiiing Comn- 11itted American forces as a response

mittce (SANACC) 1761:39, 22 MNir -18, title: U.S. Io[-
wvy ill Kole.). Ptl esidkniTrumlan .rppi avdcl is pout i~ to the U.N. resolution under his au-
Onn -1 April N.M1. thoritv as commandler inl Chief of' thle



Au. Al RI'll-IDs REQU IRED H-IEAV'Y MA INTE.NANCE.. Above, loadIed C-46 is /niclu'd to
Aolul gui after runway collaI)Sved. B~elfow. naui rail lines were stanland gage and
reasonably well built. Ioads -were na!rrow and poorlyV constructed.
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M~EN DENi TRUM:\N SFICRF.I':\RY OF STAiE Aci IESON

arimC(I h,01CCs andl under his oTeneral to thle U.N. resolutions of* 25 anId 27
powVers to coniduct thle f,1org relations *Jutne were "solely for thle purpiose of'
of' thle United States." Partly out of, restoring tile Republic of' Korea to its
these Conditions oflanu. thle president stat us prior to thle invasion (From thle
avoided thle word war inl refeCrences to Northi . ") Inl line withI this limitation.
op~erations inl Korea inl fCvol- of police PreCsident TRUManl Miiten( to aIvoi
ac~lti. He aflso uised thle euiphemiism to hecavy commitments of' American re-
dIraimaize the limited scope of' U NC sources inl Korea and to take no steps
operat ions. As for-mally resolved by thle hiat would prompit tile Soviet (. ;nio0n or
U.N. Security Council, tilie purp~ose was tile People's Republic of* C h mla, thle
-to repel thle armedl alttack and to re- newly risenl Comn iiist State oil tile
store i.nternatioinal pce~ andi( security mainland, to enter thle coniflict.
inl thle area? A\s explainied oil 29.1June Acknowledging thle United States ats
by U .S. Secretar% of'State IDean AchIe- thle lmjor co1ibl 10 ihto tite effort ill
SO[], American act ions taken inl response Korea, thle IXN Securit v Counicil oil 7

july 1 950) recommendedi that ot her na-
1011s Su pplyiing Forces and l materiel

S)vL I i.1,I.ioll (mihn". IV(Ay o' c i i them to a siiic commiianid
liIoughti Miffii C. 1969). pp 3135

"'.N doc. S' 1 511 . 1 pt imed in Decpt of Sitie Pull
3922. Fai Easiici it Sciic 3 1. U nited State' I'nh~n m1 th ... Dn Adicn i. 1,ecenl ait the' (eahin e Yoa k:

an .ol (Wasinaglo . 19 50. p 2.1. W. W Nomm Sict Copm .OIIJ. m~ . 0699), 1), 4i50
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11iJOINT I Cit,_Ts OF Si Al. i ft to right, Admiral Ioriest 1. Sherman. Gencial of
the Auyny Omaor N. Bradley (chairman). General MoYt S. Vandenberg, and General j.
Lawton Collins.

under thre United States."~ President tions in Korea. In tile strictly military
I-1ru an formally accepted the i CsIOfl- channel, the joint Chiefs issued inlstruLc-

sibilities of* leadership on 8 July. tions to the unified command in thre
The evolving command structutre field through its Army memiber.' 2 Ti

placed rumL11an in the role of executive
agent for the U.N. ScurIIity Coun1cil,

although hie had no ob~ligation to Clear 'itejoitit (.liie's ol Staff included (,eneradofithe
his decisions with that agency. Assist- A:-rmy Onlar N. M~adley. Chairman; cncm l j Liw-
ing him in this role were thre U.S. Na- ton Collins. As my~ Chief of' Stall: Admiral Foii es P1.

tionl Scurty ouncl ad te JintSheti mian. Chief of Naval Operations-, and Generaltional~~~~~~~ SeuiyCucl n h on ovt S. Vandenberg. Air Force Chief of Staff. Al-
Chiefs of Staff (JCS), who hrelped de- thlouigh the joint Cickf ionicted the U.N. Coln-
velop the strategic Concept of' Opera- mlanld not all dtiji eivcs ot iginated with theml, nor (11(

tilhe di, ctiives in) eCety case S Cjpiesent their ecoin.-
Incno.Iton",. Foi an1 at1 Lt kill' upela~)il.dI at 11C1)....

Chiefi of'Staff and U.N. Command hteadqua1;rters ile-
vels during the fitst year of' the war. see *james F.

The council also ;ithlt iietltthe new comnmanid to Srchiahel. l'ot1i 1 (1,1( Dirertioll: Thr Fjnif Yea. U.S.
fl the U.N. flag in the course of operations against ARMY IN T[l i, KOREAN WAR (Washington: Gov-
North Koreati forces. et nient Ptl inting Office. 1972).
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Ci NE,\RAI. COLIiNS GE.NERAI. MvACAR I IUR

method I ollowcel an existmng Dep~art- East, under Vice Aclm. C.FT111-ci Joy. 13
mient of Defcnse agr-eleent whereby He assigned all UNC ground foi-ccs ell-
the chief wshose serv\ice was playing the tering Korea to Lt. Gen. Wa lton H.
primry r~iole inl command area, inl this Walker's Eighth U.S. Ar my, theni on
case Army Chlief' of' Staffr General 3. OccuL)aItionl dutty inl japanl with hlead-
Lawton Collins, would serve as execu- quarters inl Yokohama. After moving
tiVe agent F61r thle joinit Chiefs. 'rhe to Korea inl mid-july, General Walker
commandl inl the field, thle United Na- also assumed control of the OI)l-atiOnlS
Lions Command, was formally estab- of' te ROK Army aIt thle offer of Soulth
lishiec onl 24 July 1950 under General Korea's prIesidlent, Syngman Rhece."I
of thle Army Douglas MkacArthur111, Who
suIperi~mposedC0 its hleadquai'tei's ovei'
that of'his existing Fair East Command 1( I M\ o tuntil 27 Augu'a 1950, however. that

if, -rkyo. Gneral ~i~ic~tliur officially designate ee a(:ciil and
in ['ok yo. nval 0 gaii/at ions as pallts ol'the U .N. Command.

While thle tol) eCIconIs of c0mm1anild lie ismued this ordler pimat U>' to clati y thle ielation-
were being shaped, Geneiral MacAm'thui' ship of the aii and niaval commands to him as, tiN
assignled con ti'ol Of air- ol)Ci'at ions ill co"1n11:1i(Il, inl Chief? ie W t o eea

V~~i 15j e'h~'' f* ~~ *uly 1950) Pt esient Riewo( oeea
Kor-- to tile air ai-l of' the'Far East "I ilil 11m lasgo to You (Aliiiiand~

Commllanld, tile Far East Air' Forces, atuthority over all landi.*sea, and air force-, of the Re-
commanded by Lt. Gen. George 1--. 1 )uhlicof Korea durinig thle pci od. of* thle conttinutation

of tihe pi esent State of hostilities: such Comminand to he
Si ratenleycr, and allotted Contr'ol of' ta- cxc cseri eiltier b) Youi pei soniahly or. by slich military
val op~erations to Naval For'ces, Far' comimaii(ler or commiiaiitew to wimon yoti may ddee-
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;EN ERA I. S'I'I lZAr'.i;M EER. (Pholeoipaph AJM IRALI J OY

takni 19414.)

III thle vanl of, 1forces from other U.N. interd(ictedl traffic onl the enemy's long
memibet s, American gr-otInd tr-oops be- OVerlaIdc supI1)Iy1 lines. Admiral joy's
gan entering Korea ill ,J1.lY to join thle florcC wip~ed Out what hittle nlaval opposi-
ROK Army inl bluniing thle invasion, tion the North Ks'oreanl]S COttI( ofTeranid
only to be shloved1 back into thle south- clamped1 a tight blockade onl the Korean
calsternl cornier of' tile country by thle coaSt to p)tev~ciI thle mlovemenclt of' cite-

suprsigl srogNorthI Korean Peo- mytroops andc supplies by water.
le's Army. But there, inl defenses based As thle Costs of' repeated attempts

on (lhe Naktong River- and ar'ching to peneltrate thle Pusani Perimeter grad~-
aroun11d thle por0t Of' PuIsan, (;e1I-il ually l'educeC~ the North Koreans'
WAalker thr'ough Au~guIst and thle firSt gr-ound strength, the favor of' thle war
half* of* September' successfully counI- shif'tecl to thle United Nations Coin-
tered f'urthei' Nort h Korean attacks. mand. Onl the wvest coast. fiir b~ehind
Gener'al Stratemneyer's ait conmmand North Koreanl lutes, thle U.S. X Corps,
ineanwhile all bUt eliminated Nor'th commanded by) Maij. Geni. Edward MI.
Korea's small anr forces and sever'ely Almond and operating selpatately I rom

thle Eighth Ar'my, made ani amjphilbi-
ots klndinig at, I nch'on onl 15 Septemi-

gate tile excicise of 111k~ am hlw it) %%itiul Korea or ill her and (I move ildll nin i through Seoul,
adjjaceit scas. Sceet of Statie PIh] 4263. Far Fa thle South- Koreatn cli )ital. hIl concemI,
0' II Sel ics 'Pt.United .stars I11;1(y in the Kin ean (.nict,
/nhy 1950- lebinny 1951 (W&Jsingon. 195 1), ). I10. thie E'igI i Arm'y openied an overlandl
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offensive on the 16th. The X Corps'
op~eration and the Eighth Army's fron--
tal effort forcccl a North Korean retreat-
that quiickly degenerated into a rout.
By the end of' September, although-
somec bypassed North Korean troops re-
mainedi inl the southern mountains, the
enemily Ceased to exist as anl or'ganizedl
force anywhere inl the Republic of Korea.-

The Mission JExpa ded

Fro l-J11 ullJIy inlto Septemlbei', Pr'esi-
(lent iuman andI( hisae theit ed pa;ale

advisability of'co n aides weihe thale
T1he piniipl1 (juiestion bef'ore them was
wheltherI such a move might spark the
active intervention oft h le Soviet Union
or- Communist China. B~othl of' these
gO'eNmen111clts issued war'nings against a
UNC entr'y into North Korea in Aui-
guist an~d September as the balance of' (;vNE.RA NVAI HR

poe in the conflict shiif'tecl. But U.S.
intelligence agencies believed that inl- bilitv Of' Sov iet of- Chinese interv'ention
ten-ventionl by either' %%as -imprIob)able, remained the cicif'cont i gumen*(tiiit inl
barring Soviet decision to p~recip~itate deliberations onf cr ossing hil para~llel,
global war',- and there was some dir'ect, the warnings heard in August and Sep-
if' amlbiguIous, evidece1C that thle Soviet tember wer'e regai'ded as attempts to
Union would not intervene.' At thle discourage the U.N. Command, not as

17
enid of.j tine the United States had ap- genuineC threCats to enltel' thle wair.,

pe~aled to the Soviets to stop the North Ill anly Case. incentives f'or Carrying
Koirean attack. The~y replied that their the war' into Noi'th Kor'ea were Strong.
"Goveirnment adheres to thle piniiciple Onle was at Considler'edlneed to (lest roy
of' the iilpe rmlissibility of intei''erence the Noirth Korean Army completely so
by foreign poweirs inl thle intci'imal af'- thlat there could be no i'ecurireice of'
f'airis of Kor'ea. "' Amnericanl officials inl- the liine Invasion. The ilitaryl- OCCupa-
tei'Jlieted the i'eply as anl indication that lion of' North Korea also could set thle
the Sov'iet Union would not activ en- stage fbi'- achieving thle long-standing
tei' the conflict. InI stim. while thle l;ossi- U.S. and U.N. goal Of' unliffying KOI ea

gi ess. Sciie Comminit iee off A\ ptted Set' %iw"'iid Comn- I3th ;Siltl' qee St Itnuliwi. I'nlue y nd Do t'aimn.

mille~ oii Fl elgit Relatijoins I h'ai itgs offilih AlIin) pp. 177-8-i. Foi (to( timtt'' pim tiniig to hdw indalie.
Situaflum iI ths' in Ea%1 . (Ite i c it lied n a1 fil11/11 set' D ept of Sit Pubh 8859, Finrt'o' lttom ,/ tin
1Iumig%'). 82d Coiig.. I il sess , 1951. 1p 1832. ('iidS'~.1950, vol. VII.Kw~a (Wanigton. 1976),

"Sovie t a1;Iem~i. 29 .1(m .50 :(I oid ini Depi of I lot a di" ition of off 4ipatitin p)1:111111ig. see
Sic )blptl, vol. XX Ill. not . 575. 1Itil 5A 1, 48i. s~imbenit'. Iduyn and Myrawn. pp. 21I9-21.
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_ sponclec onl 7 October with at reso-
lutio n recommending that steps be
taken to "ensur-e conditions of stablity

il-oughIout Korea" and to establish "a
unifed, ndeendIent and democratic

Sgovernment in the sovereign State of

Asmbly recommended crossing the
parallel.

Instructions expanding ttie UNG
military objective were issued while Ithe
U.N. resolution was b~eing debated. Oin
27 September the Joint Chief's of Staff
notified General MacArthur that hie was

-to destroy the North Korean armied
forces, anld onl 29 September Secretary
of Defense George C. Mar-shall suppl

___the filial wVord author11iZing him to Send
- troop~s into North Korea. MacArthur

could co~nduct ojperations north of'Lthe
para~llel, however, only if there was "no

(;ENERM. AMOND entry into North Korea by maiijor So-
Viet or- Chinese Commultnist, Forces, no0

Inldeed, thle possibility of enabling Ile announcement of intended entry, nor-
United Nations to bring about the U111i a threat to counter our olperations iiiili-
fication of Korea under at single, accept tarilv in North Korea," andihe was en-

al~le overnilleilt pirO\idCd a 1)01wer-f tl ji lnihrt costeMnhra
inducement to cross the p~arallel and andic USSR b~ordlers of Korea nor* to use
b~ecame thle theme of dlelibeirations other than South Korean forces in
op~ened in the U.N. General Assemnbly teKra erioy ~ t h
onl 19 September to consider it U.S. bid nort hem-1 buli idar'y.! T he prospect of
for specific endorsement of' an entry vitrhw erbgt.adnt(-
into North Korea. (General authority Ininishied thle determination of, lresi-
was considered to exist in thle phrase dent Trumlian. Who had perISOilally ap-
..r-stOreC intern-Iational peCaC and scuL- proved thle instructions to MlkacArthur,

.lit the rea"king e' the esoletonlfy2 to avoid at battlefield con frontat ion with
Jue) pain efr heaseby thle Soviet Union or- China.

Secretary Acheson mlade clear that~ hle 1%MacArthur.11 directed the Eighth
had dropped hlis J tine view by urg11ng Army, upon01 moving into North Korea,
that the future of' Korea "he returned
where it beClonlgs-to the cLustody of its
ownVl people undI'er thle guidance oflfthe ~"U.N. to( A/1-135, quoted itt Dept of* State Pub
United Nat ionc,"1 The assembly 1re- 426:5. 1 '1 .;i~ei Sei ii '.Iohyi i oc

Ca Iflict. ppl. 17-IS.
,'NI. u iam llillie tai or (ielcii~ on 21I Set)-

'~See Dt~e of Statie llullrini. %of. XXIII. no. 5H7. 2 icinber 195f), replacing oi .inzisA. loholsoli
Oct .50. p). 526. RadL. ldS 92801. WS to GINCtJNC. 27 Sep) 50.
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to capturec P'yongyang, the North Ko-
rean cap~ital 120 miles north of Seoul,

and ordered the X Corps, still a sepa--

rate force, to make anl amp1 hibious land-
inig eighity miiles north of the 38th paral-

lei at Wonsan, North Korea's maiijor east-

coast sealport. After seizing these objec-

tives the two ground arms were to

march toward each other over a lateral

road connecting P'yongyang and Won-

san, a move designed ota n

NortLh Korean forces still straggling

nor-thward through thie Tachaek Mfoun--
tawns. But because or the manner and

sp)eed of the Eighth Army's plunge over

thle parIallel, thle klter plan was not

execuLted.
Onl thle Eighth Army right, at South-

Kor.-an corps5 crossed thle parallel onl I

October-11( adStartLcl a fast mnarch along

the eastern shore. Thec corps entered

Wonsan nine days later and by thle last SE.CRE.iItARV oi DEEN MAR51 ALL

week of October pushed northward an-

other hundred miles to a line reaching going ashore until thle last week of

inland from thle coastal town of' Iwon October.

to positions within twenty miles of thle Th le Eighth Army's strides into North

hiugec Changjin Reservoir atop) the Tac- Koreai stimulated niew, warnings fromn

backi funain. est of*the Taebaek China. At midnighlt onl 2 October, aftler

divide, Eighth Army forces moved into South Korean but- as! yet- no American

North Korea between 6 and 9 October, forces had crossed the parallel, Foreign

entered P'yonlgyang Onl thle 19111, and M'inlister Chou En-lai formally sum-

hr thle last week of thle month reached mioned Indian Ambassador Kayalain

anid crossed the Ch'ongchi'on River NI. 1Panikkar to the Ministry of ForeCign

within sixty-five miles of thle Yalu River, Affairs in Pekingr. Dismissinga thle South

the ounary etwen orea and Man- Koreani advance ats inconseqluCeti

chtaria. The X Corps meanwhile out- Chiou declared that if' American or

loaIded for the landing at Wonsan lbut other U.N. Forces crossed thle parallel,

did nlot rchII its objctiVe until after China would enter thle wVar.24

the port had fallen to the Eighith Army. After Panikkar relayed Ghou's warn-

With anl assault landing obviatLco ole.111l 
to~~~.~.~---

need to clear thle heavily mined W-onisan Washington, thie joint Chiefs of' Staff,

harbor prevented the X Corps fromn with, Presiden t ru Imn's ;appr1OVal 1 aU-

UNd: foices bcsi kne~w (lie Chaingjin Reset voira.' K. M. Pa~nikkar. In T'wo Chintu (LondonI: Allen

iic Cliosin Rcsenvoir. its a~pance name. aind Ijiwill. 1 95). pp. 109-10.
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thorized General MacAr-thulr to en~gage entered Korean provinces adjacent to
any Chinese Forces encoun erec in Ko- NMrch u va whout ci icoveri ug any,
rea 'as long ats, in your judgment, ac- bAefel evine tha Chiese florces
tion b~y forces now under your control intendled to engage. Trhe North Ko-
offers at reasonable chance of' success." reans mneanwhile puIt upJ little resist-
Behind this departure From the presi- ance, let alone any) cohesive froont. The
dents stand against involvement. with reminants of' the North Korean Army
China was at strong inclination to clis- seemed eager only to escape into the
miss the threat. Truman d istrustedl intierior moun-11tains alono' the Yalu River
Painikkar because ofr the latier's leaning in Centr-al North Korea or into the sanc-
towar'd Commnit China, and since wary of' Manchuria. Thiese cii'cuni-
the U.N. resolution of 7 October was stances gave rise to at belief'that thle war
then unlder consideration in the Gen- was all but ended, indeed that it could
eral Assembly, the president believed be ended bef'ore the onset of' winter
that Chou was simply attempting "to weather with an accelerated drive to the
WOWcnli the United Nations by threats n'hei'n border.
of inter'vention in Korea." 25  Maintaining the Eighth Army and X

Similar wannsi h hinese prIess Corps as separate commands, MacAt'-
and on HaIo Peking also Were dhs- thi11n' on 24 October drewV a boundary
counted. There ivas no denying ChiaW b~etween them g~enerally along the 'rae-
ability- to intervene quickly. 'Fwen y- back divide and, after' i'eassignting the
fbur Chinese diiTOns had b~een Wdend - South Kor'ean corps operating along
fled near' Yalut Rivet' cr'ossing points, the east, caast to General Almond, cli-
and another Fourteen had beent located rected Walker' and Almond each to pr-
elsewhere in Nlanchut'i. But the con- ceed to the northlerni b~or'der withI all
sensus of'officials priv'y to the highet fores available. H-is lat. instrution vio-
Wei e of' intelligence appeared ito be lated the restrtict ion against using any
much as Geinet'd MacArthur r'eported but ROK for'ces along the nort her'n
cm rng a con fer'ence with Pilresiden t boundary of' Kor'ea, butl, although the
'lrunman at. Wake Island on 15 ctoer joint Chief's qjuestionecd thle order, diev,
there was "vei'x little" chance of'imier- did not cou nter'mandc after MacArthuir
venti. It appeared that both the hi- mold t hem that-the South Koreas wer-e
nese and Soviets, -i spite of' their coni- incapable of' handlling the advance by
tinuedl inter'est and some blatant public themselves'
statements. [had] decided against F'ur- In the wecst, thle Eighth At'niy moved
ihet' expensive investment in Sup)ot't towar'd the Yalu River' in several col-
of a lost cause.",; muls, each f'ree to advance without r'e-

L-ending support to this evaltation, gard flor the pt'gress of' the others. Oni
the Eighth Army- by 24 Octobetr had the opposite side ofr the petiitsnli. Geti-

eral Almond sent columns tip the east
coA and tilrtough thle Mountains to-

-NdI111I)C. Pflhl' a~nd DlU'(IUII. 1) 2(00; 1 tiay '-# ward the Cliangjini Reser'voirt and the
b ummn. Ab'um-'. vot, tIt Yea?, of Tiad ndu finie
K0OM (tMl dIN~t~tatet). 196 p~j) 36~2 .

M\acillttan. 19~60). 1) 11t5: A ppkiiiai Smt it) the li' ttr a (Ij~l(Iist lls ( ti s extcia lgt. see sI Ii ii1tet.
X11'Ini g. pp. 760-6i L. I'oh and DItanri.~. 2 t18.
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Yalu. UNC columns moved steadily son to recxamine and possibly change
along both coasts, and South Korean the UNG mission.
reconnaissance troops with anl interior Thie reexamination was coimlplicatedl
Eighth Army column reached thle Y'alu by dii fiCulty inl judging the extent and
at thle town of Chi'osan. But almost ev- purilpose of thle Chinese intervention.
ei'ywherc else, UNG Forces encounteredl Intelligence fr-om thle field placed the
stout resistance and onl 25 October dis- Chinese strength involved inl the recent
covered they wvere being opposed by engagement at no more than five clivi-
Chinese. I n the X Corps zone, Chinese sions, or about 50,000 troops. This rela-
defenses slowed Almond's column onl tively small force and its voluntary wvith-
the road climlbinig the Traebacks to the drawal fr-om contact onl 6 November
Changjin Reservoir until 6 November, scarcely supported any conclusion that
whenl the Chinese withdrewv from conl- China had decided onl an all-outL effort
tact. Ini the Eighth Army zone, Chinese inl Korea, nor could other intelligence
attacks forced back the columnls inl the and diplomatic agencies offer conclu-
center and onl thle east. Although the sive evidence of such a (lecisionl.28 The
columns near the coast were nIot at- joint Chiefs of' Staff conlsidered more
tacked, the loss of' ground elsewhere limited intei'estS, suIch as at Chinese wish
comp~elled General Walker to recall his to ])I'LCt Yalu River eClectic p)oNVeI-
western forces lest they be etit off. plants onl which Manchuria heavily
Walker's pursuit thus came to a com- depended, butl this reasoning rested
lete halt. As thle Eighth Ar'my fell moire Onl speculation thaii onl evidence.

back to regrloupJ InI p)ositions astride the 'Fihe Joint Chief's also hecard strong
Chl'ongch' on River, Chinese forces objectionIs to aln ch~angeol OfMission
continuedl to attack unItil 6 November from G;eneral NMacAr'thui'l. Ini his v'iew,
and then-as inl the X Corps sector- not only (lid thle ireasoning behind the

abut biroke conitact.

The 1l isswon R~econsidered olle ptlopllifau wadi tiig that 'Ceenis not1 to haw'
tcee sei 'i Olts (otsi~lditioi (camet Itoi Kmit Loll

Ill W\ashi n gtIo n, til h weI Ve-d a Cei - Rainkiin. ;itbaissadoi to Ntionialist China. Ii ate
o gaildispatched to) tile' D)Ci.ittitteti of* State oil 6i

gagemlenit d i'ewv at tent ion to thle w n ettbei-Mi. RandI)Li (vt5. (Jtitie'e iliti % itt-
of' at precise course of' actionl to be fol- ledligei1ce olot~ided to Waishiigtott In il tb%'
lowed if' the U. N. Command miet Chi- Se'vice ;ttta('ites dIiting tile past~ ('W Cda\ l end"I "t otig

nesefo ices.Ea il iei' i st'n c ion frooll to I lie wm't iiilpt loll that thle C.hinese Co)intitit-
liee ores Ealir nsrutios ro mtsplant to tii4) te b)ook att tile tUnited Nattionis

thle .1oiliit Clief Of' Sta f'f had aiLt hoi'- boices inl Kot Cd tiliniti tot to -,tell op tiu'i I)),%
ized G;leeral IMacAII i'thn 10 tocon in te urel'Ii itll ndittia. AliowattI C lvi(Iettt shldt be

mattol wisil il l thliintg alotg thle Clittes miiiull.opeirations against any) Chinese encounl- ttt0~l ofIl iolti ICgad a geticta .114 tflio t. tile 4)tii

tei'eCl if' hle thou~ght hle con Id succeed, tleattts l tibet atiitg Chlttd t ftil thle (jjtttiiimst. Int

btj t iiwv hndl noi twescibeI d (rwr ntli ted t l pi vsett tInstance. lto n~ e ci. %t i das %[ sill led~s

hliml to develop) the exact linies of'act ion WCl1.1' 2 j~lit C ofm~iitet It% dittotilg tile best itlot ttied
that con 1tinneId Opi'CationIs agains tilhe Chittc'se. stldh , to letitiet quite po4sSII)I tile Lol ct

Cl inese might follow. Tl he J j tCi-,ie~o letOtSt~I ) ptbt ~taioitot
ill Rot ca In tile (;hitteqe (ottitilitiliStsSh~Iouldt li) ex-ill ally case, nowv conlsidered thle actual putc(I.- Qtoted iii Riaikiti's boo)k. (:1in4( A~i(gImf#'fl

intrioduction of' Chinese foirces ats rca- (Seattle. tillet slt of Watsititgiott Pt ess. I 96 1). 1). 65.
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current mission remain valid, but "it rently in Korea, and he was certain that
would be fatal to weaken the .. policy his air power could prevent Chinese re-
of the United Nations to destroy all re- inforcements from crossing the Yalu
sisting armed forces in Korea and bring into Korea in any substantial numbers.
that country into a united and free Unconvinced themselves that China
nation." He considered the existing had decided on full intervention, un-
situation to be satisfactorily covered by certain about any other purpose of the
the earlier instructions allowing him to Chinese entry, and feeling both justi-
judge whether his forces had a reason- fied and obligated to accept their field
able chance of success. He did not claim commander's appraisal, the Joint Chiefs
to have determined the strength of the of Staff were willing to await clarifica-
Chinese in Korea with any )1ecision. tion of Chinese objectives in Korea be-
On the contrary, he declared that only fore deciding whether to recommend a
by advancing could he obtain "an accu- change in the UNC mission. President
rate measure of enemy strength." :" He Truman approved this position, pre-
nevertheless believed that his command sented in a meeting of the National Se-
could defeat the Chinese forces cur- curity Council on 9 November. NlacAr-

tlur could continue toward the border,
and the forces and plans for a full re-

Rad. C 68572. CINCIEto DA for JCS. 9Nov50. sumlption of the UNC offensive were
.. Rad. C 68,165. CINCFE tol DA rJCS. 7 Nov.50. ready by Thanksgiving Day.



CHAPTER 11

The Forces and the Plans
Notwithstanding the tendency of'U.S. Because of' a continuing and gr-ow-

offiials to dliSCOunt a massive Chinese ing understrength among American
intervention, the entry of Chinese ground units, the Army resumed the
f'orces into the wvar ended a retrench- once-curtailed flow of' individual re-
mient. of UNG Forces begunl whnVI thle placemients and filler' Units from thle
complete defeat of thle North Korean United States at a rate greater than its
Army had seemed at hand. The Army earlier norm. Thie individual replace-
hialted the infant redeployment of'ma- mnits were a pl-ItictLlar boon to clivi-
jor units from Korea, and Department sions, some of' which were ats much ats
of' Defense and State officials stoppled 30 percent understr-ength. Army offi--
a move to reduce or cancel f'urther cials planned to ship 4!0,000 replace-
contributions of forces from11 otherI ments in November and D~ecember and
nations. 'Fhe Air Force did not return estimated that all units in the Farl East
two groups of' medium bombers sent would r'each fuill strength by March
b)ack to the United States, but the Navy 1951.*2
sharply cut. back at redeployment of'
ships of the line, particularly fast The United Nations Command
carriers.,

Earlier step~s that reduced or diverted With the fill effect of* these restora-
materiel originally scheduled f'or ship- tions yet to be felt, the United Nations
ment fIron thle United States to the Farl Command onl 23 November 1950 was
East also were canceled, ats wvas plall- at force of some ,553,000 men fr-om thie
ning for at roll-up of suipplies in' thle Republic of* Korea and thirteen mem-
theater. Thie Army also halted the bers of the United Nations. Grond-
release of Sotuth Korean tr'OOpS WXho forces in Korea totaled 423,313 mlen;
earlier, unidet at Korean Augmentation air forces based in both iapan and Ko-
to the United States Armly Program rea around 55,000; and naval forces,
(KATUSA), had been incorp~orated in~ ashore and afloat, about 75,000. Thle
undlerstrength American gr-otInd Uniuts grol-1d f'orces were predominately
as expedlienit fillers and replacemlents. South Korean (223,950) and American

(178,464). '1[he American contingent in-

Sc I umbel. Polkc) and ipaedwin. pp. 222-30. 237-39: cluded 153,536 Army and 24,928 Ma-
Robeit Fran~k Ftmell. The United Stairs An flare ;n
Knieai.1I95 0-I953 (New Y'ork: Dueli. Slonuu aui~l(I'ecce.
19651). p). 195: .james A. lieli. Jr.. United Statc.'Naval
Oie-ations, Kopea (Wa~shuiuugro, 1962). pp. 251-56. 'Schnuabel. Policy and Dara n.. 237-39., 295.
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Thie theater command lines reaching
- down to these diverse forces differed

inl two major respects fi-omi the way they
-had been established (luring the first

month of the war, both chaznges involv-
Ing arrangements for controlling and
administering ground op~erations. InI

-Jutly General MacArthur111 had assigned
the Eighth Army to con~duct groun11d
operations andl to perform communlica-
tionis zone functions while continuing

-to mneet responsibilities inl the occu pa-
tionl of Japan. General Walker conse-
qtiently hiad been obliged to divide his

~ headquarters, leaving a rear echelon inl
SYokohama to carry outL logistical and

Occupation duties while hie and thle re-
- - maindlet of' his staff entered Korea to

(litect the gr-ound campaign.2l p~
titl Walker to concentrate onl operations
inl Korea, iMacArthur onl 24 Au~gust hlad

KATIUSA Mtim~iW WrIT AMI -'RIC A\ phased out the Eighth Army's rear
SOLDiIER hicaclquarters and established the Japani

L..ogistical Command, a separate coim-
rinc Cor ps troop)5? The remainder rep- 1MIn ( sulbordinate to the Far East Con)-

resented the United Kingdom (11, 186), inand with headquarters inl Yokohama.
Turkey (5,05 1), the Philippines (1,349), Walker remained responsible for thle
Thailandl (1, 18 1), Australia (1,002), the recLeipt, storage, anld forward move-
Netherlands (636), India (326), and ment of stllpllics inl Korea itself, while
Sweden (168). 'Fhe p~reponderance of thle logistical Command, under Maj.
both air and naval forces was Amler-icati. Gen. Walter L. Weible, absorb~ed the
Supplementing thle air strength wer-e
forces fromi the United Kingdom, Aus-
trah, Canada, thle Union of South ~ csS 1jl 90
Africa, and South Korea; reinforcing 31 Jully 1053. piepared by Iliograun Review and Anal-
the naval strength were contingents ysis Division. OCA. 7 Oct 54. ;ind Mfono. I hi. FEC.

fromSouh Krea theUnied ing Maj William ~J. Fox, "Inter-Allied Co-opetation iDur-
mng Combat Operat ions. Copy~ of both in CNII . The

(loi, Au~stralia, Canada, France, New aji' andi naval stretlis are-estimates basedI on m)(.
Zealand, the Nethertlands, and Thai- FEAF. Korean Air War Sumnat y. 25 jutne 1950430

landt i 1 951. and Field. U,,ilrd States Naval Operallow.
Korea. p.253.

Durng the time that the Eighthi At niv lhd l'ott(es
"ThDe Army's total strength was 1,032,613. with in both Korea aid japain. its contingent 'intoea

372.519 postedl overseas. Thus, less thtan half of the designated the Eighth United States Arnnv in Korea
fot ces ovei seas and approximately 15 percent of the (EUSAK). This designation. though appropriate for -
total strength had been committed in Korea. only a brief perio(I. was not abolished until 19 Fea it-

'The groumnd strength is fiomt Stumnmary, ROK and ary 1953.,
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UNC- FC 1- E-ADQU.AR-'IERS. I OK'(-)

missions the Eighth Arnly had b)een their operations thlus rested ill G;eneral
p~erforming ill japanl." MacArthur at theater, or UNG, level inl

ile other chlangfe had occurred inl Tokyo. (Chart 1)
September when the separate X Corps
uindler General Almond landed at Goi oc
I nch'on. Unt il t hat, time, Gecneral Wal- (otu ~re
ker had commande~d or exercised oper- The l heart of the UNG ground com-
ationlal Control over all ground f'Orces. bat. strength comprised Eight I Army
As of'23 Novemiber Walker was responl- headquarters. ROK Armyhad ar
sibNe For thie logistical suipplort of Al- ters, six Cor-ps hjeadlquarIters, seventeen
mond)('s for-ces. hut otherwise the Eighthl inlfantry dlivisionis (including onec of U.S.
Army and the X Corps reminted sepa- mlar-ines), three in faiii ry brigades. 1wo
r'ate collin anlds. Th le Centralized Conl- separate inf aniitry recgiments (onle of'
rol of' grounld Forces wit hili Korea a')dc U.S. airb)orne t roops and one of ROK

marines), and threec separate in fan try,

"i(JI10. I ](I. Eiliui, Ariiiv. "I ogiIc;,I iinl '' battalions. Amrong lesser format ions

'I bll Soluions." anud woi.iq Ji. I~lu~~ ere a nuimber of' RO K ArImy secur ity
Pui~iims~o 'hd 1)11 ~oJ U 1011ifllC b~tii at ta lions and c R()K National Police
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CH AR F I-Ti Aiz~i LINES OF COMMAND F~OR OPERATIONS IN KOREA
23 NOVEmBER 1950)

-- ~U.N. Command-Far East Command ---

Farht East Crp Japan LogistinaI Naval Forces
Air~~~Comn FocsEgt Am op ar East

--- Operational Control

battalions, Al low-strenigthi unitS or*gc- qures(lur1iing the auitun offenisive,
nliZed pr1i1mrily for1 an ltiguerrilla ol)Cra- establishing ini hleadquarters inl
tions. Also included were ii few sepa- Seoul while hie and ai simall stafff opei'-
r'ate ROK minehi battalions, which ated from11 ;I Forward colmand post inl
came Under 1(0K Army control when I"'yongyang.
operating onl the mainlai)( but1 under U.S. combat F'orimations of* the Eighth
ROIK Navy control when locaed, ais Army included two corps (I and IX),
they were mlost of* thle time, Onl offshore f'our infilintr-y divisions (1st Cavary, 2d,
ilnds. Still sImaller un1its inluded(C~ ai 24th, and 25th), thle aiirbornie regiment

lirovisional compamny of U.S. Ranger-s, (187th Airbor-ne Regimiental Combat
a1 co)anl)ty of' British mnarine com- 'reanm). ad the Ranger comipaniy
miatdos, and at U.S. special operationis (821 3th).' Other U.N. for-ces inl Walker's
con1i)ny-ai provisional unit of Army commiland accounted f,01. thle threec in-
ti'oolps or-iginally organiized f' coi- fiint ry b)rigadles (1st Turkish Armned

macotpe opiat ions duig the Forces Coinimanci, 271hI British Comn-
I nh'n aning. 7 mionwealt il I nficutry Brigade, and 29th

By filir the lar-ger- portioni of' hle British Independent Brigade Group1)
groun11d st reingth was vested inl the and the three separate in fintry battall-
Eighth Armny and was located west of' ions (10th Bttialion Combat T1eam,
thie min 'liaebaek spine, where, inl the Philippine Expeditionatry Force to Ko-
wake of' the drtive out, of' the Pusaln P~e- I'ea; 21st Regimiental Combat Teami,
iimetei' and thle pur'suit ablove thle 38th T1hilahnd Expedit ioniy Force; and
jxiidael, (;enietal Walker's for'ces had Netherlands Detachment, United Na-
b)ecome spr'eadl From the por't of' Pusani tions)Y1
no 't hlwestwa rd to thle Chl'onlgch'om Most of'the ROK At'tny also waIs tinl-
River'. Walker' also had sp~lit his head- (ler. Geneiral Wlkei's cont-rol. ic Ima-

7 m~ ;0 oa1 i ()f Ill( 111i1ji,11 atIjVitieS ol( tils
Special opet ioli (oili) pall duii itig he Iticii'oii-scoli [ic 1,(jt s~i 111fal1 ,, i lsioii i-ctaillitlg
camipaiign. see Rob~ert 1). liciuil.ji .. Virlory t high its fIlliit. de~igiiai oul
Title: The inch '$ouStu (amnlmugn (i'iiiadip hiu;j . B. ' The '27th B itisli ifiannyit which hald attived ill
Liippimiott. 1968). pp. 60-6 1, 79). 1,15. 186. Kowa hom IxtiiIlong xotig with oniy two battalionls. had
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planning and directing operations fin
rear-area security missions.

Walker maintained close liaison with
South Korean rlces thrlough six huii11-
dred officers and Illeii (:onstitultinlg the
U.S. Military Advisory Group to the Re-
p)Lblic of Korea (KNIAG). Commanded
by Brig. Gen. Francis W. Farrell, this
group guided the ROK Army inl both

- training and combat and kept Walker
and other American commanders uin-
(let- whom ROK units served informned
of South Korean capabilities and ac-
tivities. General Farrell's headquar-

-ters currently was located wvith that of'
the ROK Armly in Seoul, while the re-
maindler of' his command wvas spiread,
rather thinly, through the vaiiouls ROK
Army staffs anld technical ser-vices and
amiong the combat units as rar (down
thie chain of command ats b)attalions.")~

GENE~RAL FARRELL Eighth Army supplies were handled
by thle 2d Logistical Command, under

jor combat tinits included two corps (I I B'rig. Gen. CrumpIJ Gar-vin, anld its subI-
and 111) and eight divisions (1st, 2(1, ordinate 3d Logistical Command, Linl-
5th. 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 11Ith). To der Brig. Gen. George C. Stewart. As
date, thle ROK Armly headquarters had of 23 November the p~ort, depot, andl
seldom dlirected the operations ofr its transp~ortationl units of the 2d Logistical
comb~at formiationis within anl assigned Command operated inl and fr-om the
sector or' zonle at thle rronlt. The head- major port and storage facilities at
quarters functionecl mor'e as at clearing- Pusan, while those of'the 3d Logistical
h1ouIse f'or ilsti'ulctionIS iSSLiedl to 1(0K Commandl worked inl and out Of' smlallif
corps onl linie by Eighth Army head- installations inl the hinchion-Seotil and
(Ilrtr and dlid not enteir the comn- Chiiiiinnam'o-P)Yong(,yang areas. Pusanl,
mand p~icturie at all when an 1(0K unit thle m"'ainl Suj~jly center, Was thle stai't-
wvas attached to at U.S. headquar'teirs 1e- ing poinit of thiree not easily distiin-
low Eighth Army levecl. Onl thle othiC' gulishable buit Sepi'ate Supjply linies.
hiand, thle hecadquaites dlid play at notr- Through thle pintcipal linle, that of' thle
mial role undeir the ROK Army chief' of United States, flowed thle supplies 'for
Staff, Maj. (;eti. Cluin~g 11 Kwon1, inl all American units and, except for at

f'ew items, for all attached U. N. units

bex'vigm*ioed by (ie allach1ciell of thed Bt talion, ot her' than those of' the British Comn-
Ro~al Austiahlin Regiment. mid 60th Indian Field 1oilwvalth., Commllonlwealth uinits main-

~\nn~acv midSim gaalUnit. m e.~uhnitgimu isi ecesig-
na~tioni a% a coloIiOwi~eailiIn hIigatle. Ads .mmce plle . e am RbitK m r Wltr dly I

of 11ailrybatalons(fle ro Caad an htie ee NMAG in RoemK San IVm Aiitar~m (ildv,
also fNat joinecd tile Eighth AiK my by 23 November'. mueni hmintinug O fli e. 1962).
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tamled their owl] supply linle and, excep~t dlhng not onlly military but also civillian
for p)erishable Foods and petroleum patients when the work load permitted.
p~roducts obtained from American D~ealing with civilianls onl a larger
stocks, used only commonwealth sup- scale was a. command of' some three
plies and equipment. A supply line f'or hundred of'Iicers and enlisted men, the
RON forccs constituted the third sys- U.N. Public Health and Welfare De-
tem. through which passed, flor the tachment. " Civil assistance teams of
most part, issues of war materials f'rom thle command, using foreign aid sup-
the United States. Other supplies for plies, worked throughout the Eighth
ROK forces came From local sources, Army arepa to prevent disease, starva-
but, except for food, onlyV inl small tion. and unrest amiong thle civil p)op-
amiounts because of* South Korea's Lioni~l. Theirs was essentially a relief
flimsy economly and limited indlustrial mission, but some team activity, such as
dlevelolment. " assisting' the movement, of refuo'ees, also

Besides supply i'Lunct ions. the two was designed to prevent civilians froml
logistical coinmands handled the con- interfering withI milit ary operations.
finlemlent of' prisoners of' war, Cur- Units with thie sep~arate X Corps inl
renlyN at camlps inl Pusanl. I nch'ori. and northeastern Korea included thle RON
Pvono'vano' holdino 130,)92 captves I Corps taken over frocm thle Ligrhtll
Tih 2d1 Logyistical Command also olper- Arils' inl late October after G;eneral
atedl the U.N. Reception Center at Almond's forces landed atl Wonsan,
T'aegu, sixty miles n1orthIwest of PuLsan, threeC American divisions (3d. 7th, and
where arriving U NC contingents re- 1st iMarine). two ROK dlivisions (3d and
ceived am~ reqluired clothing, equip- CapIitll), thle ROKI Imarine reCgimlent (1st
nient, and training with U.S. Army Korean Marine Corps), thle British comn-
g'earl bel'ore Joining combat operations. mando comipany (4 I1st 1Independent

Also operating as part of' thle 2d1 Commando, Royal tMarines), and thle
Log-istical Command was Swedeni's Conl- American Special Operations Coin-
tributtion to the U.N. Command, a 400- panly. General Almond also controllecl
bed Red Cross field hospital. '[he 160 thle U.S. Armly's 2dl Special Engineer
civilians onl thle hospital stalT had re- Brigade, which handled port opera-
ceived assimilated militairy ranks so as t ions il, ni m fi'iV y miles n)orth Of'
to be "respected and lpiotected as p~ro- Wonsan., where jtnost of' thle X Corps'
vided inl the Geneva C;onvenltions of' seaborne supp))lies, either transshipped
19,19.12 Although orgranr/.el as a mlo- fromi 1Pusam or. shipped dlirectly f'r-oml
bile evacuation hospital. it had been ~japan, arrived. Tenl miles inland f'rom
auLgmentedC( by a U.S. Army medical ad- H ingnam, Almond had established X
mninistrative detachmient and hadI( be- Coi'ps hecadquarters inl thie city of
comei aI fixed installation inl Pusan hail- llamhung. (C/iar 2)

T1he Amlericanl predlominanlce inl op-
cram ionls was nowhere more evident

Sv~F~h~h\'*'' 'I '~~':wiii'Ihim~ud 'h Iihanl inl thle oranizat ionl and equimnt

iniiiirv medCi(at l es0ilIel ill comlld airt m idt of le'i

I Ie salm1' to Red 0tots illemiier sifthcu ate l'ithC 1 10 Ittjammrat 1951 1ti6% detachmttent %voidd heml
Ilitljii% '.11"w and~ I eglmalt ". tile U.N, Civil Asskiatoe C ommrand. Kot ea.
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of' the assorted ground forces assem- f'antry weapons. Conl~tiuing ill use were
bled under U.S . command. ROK for- Colt .45-caliber pistols, .30-caliber car'-
mations and, except for the British lines, .45-caliber Thompson and M'3
Commonwealth forces, all U.N. unlits submachine guns, .50-caliber Browning
were structured uinder modified U.S. machine guns, and 60-mm11., 81 -mmn.,
Army tables of organization, and all of' and 4.2-inch mortars (but a new model
their weap)ons and almost all of' their' of thle 4.2 with considerably greater
other equipment and supplies we're of ranlge). Although 2.36-inch rocket
American mantii f1ict tie, launchers remained standard weapons,

As a result of'revised tables of'organii- they were being suppllanted by a new
zation and equiipment, thle structure of' and more jiowei'til 3.-5-inch version.
U.S. divisionis Was dliStmnictly differentII Virtually new wer'e 57-mm11. and 75-
inl many respecis from that of* their mim. recoilless rifles tested btit used very
W~oild War 11 counterparts. m[e miodi- little during thle last few monthis of
fications affected ever-y unit level from11 Wor-ld War' 11.
sqluad tupward; the latest change, to be- The tank tunits assigned to ifantry
comec effective oil 29 November 1950, divisions were equ~ip)ped wvith light M24
set thle aulthorized war strength of' anl ChaiTee, medium M4A3 Shermnan, and
infantryv division at 18,855, more than heavy M26 Pershing tanlks, all World
'1,000 greater than that of'a World War War 11 models, and thle M46 Patton, a
11 division. A comparable increase inl modif ied version of the Pershing intro-
org0anlic firepower camie largely From (Iticd inl 19418. New tank mlodels were
anl increase inl thle number of Field artil- being developed, btit none1 wou1-ld reCach
lery p~ieces and the addition of' tanks, Korea inl time to lay a combat role.
antiaircraft artillery, and heavy mortars British tanks in tise included the World
that previously hiad not been incltided War 11 vintage Chturchill and a new 5--
inl a division's own arsenal. 15 tonl Centurion.

'[he weapons being used inl Korea, '[he basic divisional field artillery
ais well as the vehicles and other equip)- weapon1s contfinued to be thle 1 05-mmn.
mlent, were inl the main thle same mod- and I 55-mimi. howitzers, bilt now with
els andl typeCs used (Itir'ing Wor-ld War six tubes inl each battery instead offour
11. Large numbers were thle very same as inl World War 11, anl increase that
weapons. 'The .30-caliber NI I rifle, r'aised a division's total to fifi y-fonir
.30-caliber Browninlg autom011atic i'ifIe, 105-nm and eighteen 155-mm. pics
and light and heavy .30-calibei' Brow- Nondivisionial balttalionIs inl Korea also
fling machine gtins reliauned basic inl- weire equlippe)d With these weapon)01s anld

with I 55-mm. guns and 8-inch hiow-
See ox "Iiitei -Ailied (;o-op~eri-kion ii ngom itzers. Except f'or the single 8-inch unit

bal Operations." inl Koirea, their batteries, too, had six
lotFo atcoO itt', of tile developmtentt of poswa' a tubles each.

hies atiidtile t esititig chanttges ill mihts. sC Join K. Teatarafbtalo olo-
Mahoni and Romma tDdtn',). Inlanin, I'aUI. Th'gub Tea ii catbtalo o r

Ayyn (~a"1111 I'll ii '1ILL. gallic to division art ~.... ...
1972). a volumoe ill tilet ARMY IiNEAGE SERIFS 15With twin 40-mim. guns and quad .50-
Pp 70)-87; and~ MS Joit B. Wikoki. iivisiotts anid
Sepat ae hi igades. aiso to be ill tile Same serics, GNM caliber' machine gunts, all self'propelled.
fleks Inl addition to thle samei weapons, a f'e%\



T1i i 1: 3.5-1 NOI I ROCKE~T I AUNGAI IER, a new ground weapon.
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T 57-mm. Ri.*Co1I.tss Ril:Lv.

nonclivisional anitiaircraft artillery bat- pra~ctice had started in July 1950 with
talions inl Korea were armned with 9)0- occasional requests fr-om ground units
mim. guns. Of* significant benefit to the to the 3d Air Rescue Squadronl of' (lhe
dlivisions inl Korea was the virtual atl)- Fifthl Air Force for thle hielp of'Sikorsky
sence of enemy air- attacks onl UNG 1-1-5s inl evacuating critically wounldedl
gro(Ilti troops, which p)ermittedl exten- men from forward aid stations. Anl inl-
sive use of divisional antiaircraft weal)- creasing demand f'or such assistance
ons inl a ground support role. The and the success of' the squadronl inl
value of' these weapons inl stupport of' safely bringing back wounded whoI(
1both offensive and dlefensive ground Might notL have surIvived a Slow, rough
operations had been well estab~lishedl overland move led to the Army's for-
during World Wvai- 11 and was q1uickly mal adoption of helicopters for niedi-
reaff-imed. cal evacuation. The Army's 2d 1lelicop-

An , -!ra~oa inovaItion of'gtrow- Lt- Detachment, the fir-st of Ibu' such
ing importance was the use of helicop- units scheduled for deploymecn.t to
ters as amibulanices to evacuate seriously Korea, arrived onl 22 November. Fol-
wotunded mien fr-om the fr-ont. This lowing a twvo-mlonlth training period to
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Tin., 75-mm. RECOH.uIss RI vu.

b~ecame familiar with its Bell 1--i 3 craf't shortagre of evacuation hospitals, each
and thfe Korecan tcrrainl, thle un11it was to iMASH had been enlarged to 150o beds
become operational as anl attachmlenit and was handling mlore than ~just Sor-
to the 80551h Mobile Army Surgical gery patients. Butl thle early treatment
Hospital. Of' WOUndcIC at a MASH locatedl only

IUlie mob~ile armiiy SurgiCal hIospital, minuteI.s from1 thle battlefield, comlbinled
or iMASH, as It was inlstanly anld l)Ct'- With tile Mwift. conlifortlable deliveryV of'
manlentlv (lulbl~d, also Was a new~ kind seriously hutrt mien by helicopter, hiad
of organization conceived soon after helped to lower the fatality rate for thie
World Warl 11, mainly ats a way of bring- Army's wounded. Thle rate had beeni
ing emergency lifesaving Surgery closer 4.5 p~ercent dininng World War 11. 1In
to Critically wotunded niil. The con- K~orea, it woutld eventually reach at new
celpt called for placing and keeping a low of 2.5 lpercent*'"
sixty-bed. truck-borne iMASH inl a for-
War-d InCA; ion inlst outL Of' enemIy artil-
lery range inl sufport of each1 (livisOIon.
Only four of' thie mobile units were inl "the rates ited :te li:omt Fiatik A. Reivier.Biatile

CamciccuI an~Ld,!Alnhral Stuatici: U.S. Aim tID Iipen i nD'l IKorea, not enough to p~lace one in sn lp- I, IeDDW(\eIitgo.cpimcIoth A

Port of each division; and, bcause Ofa Olf fce of* I le Stigcoii Gencta:l). pp. 15~-16.
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TiE N1,16 PAT-IN T'ANK

Atir Forces pull ill uni1ts fr-om (lisutn theater loca-

For air Operations ill Korea, it had tionls and aldjist the locationls Of sonlic
l)een nceCssary at 1lie begininilg Of un1itS withinl japal to bring them withinl
hostilities to make expedlient, and expe- range of the battle areca. Additional
ditious changes inl Far L'ast Air Forces forces and equipment also had had to
dispositions. equip~ment, and organiza- be requisitioned fr-om the Unitcd States.
tion. General StratemeNYer s principal The Change inl equipment had
jpielvar. mission of' maintaining anl air steime( from a recent Conversion of
defenlse of his theater had Compilelledl Far East Air Forces fighter units from
the depl)oymenclt of subordinate air corn- F-51 I Mustangs to F-SOC.Shooting Stars,
mands over a wide area. Only the FifthI short1-ranlge jet intierceptors not. meant,
Air Force aind the Far East Air Mate- to be flown at lowv altitudes inl support
ridl Command, which handled air logis- of ground olpenc~ions. The U.S. Air

I ru~o dw~ Ol her1eater. h~ad beeni Force in vent ory inchie ill(- F-84Fi*
based in japan. To create a force capa- Ihunderjet that was adaptable to air-
ble of' operat ions inl Korea, cGenel-Zl groun11d opera-;tionls, bult its u1se ec(IlireCd
Stratemeyer had Found it necessary to better airfields than those existing inl
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T1 E SIKORSKY 1-1- HIEICOPTER

Japan and Korea. The imm'lediate alter- Far. East Air- Forces had been estdI)-
n~ative ha~d been to return to tile F-51 Iislhed, BombeI)r Comma~nd under iMaj.
with its longer ranlge and its capacity Gen. Emmett O'DonnellJr.. to handle
For low-level missions and operations' dleep interdliction and strategic bomb-
from short and rough fields. In sirik- ing operations and Combat Cargro
ing a balance to mleet all atir require- Cominiand uinder MaIij. Gen. William 1-.
mients. Stratemeyer had reconverted Tunmner to lift troops anci- supplies. 17
half11 of his F-SOC Squadrons to F-5 Is. Bo111mbe Comman1111d CUrrently po0SseSed
As of 23 November fihe F-SOCs and ninety-five B-29s, now classed as me-
F-S Is remainedl the b~asic fighter air- clium~ bombers, and included thle 19th
craft, but the Far East Air- Forces were and 307th Bombardment Groups based
ill thle l)-ocCSS of ii11l)Ortillg bothi F-8S4Es at Kaclena Air- Base onl Okinawa and
and thle high pCerfoilwa ice 1--86A Sa- thc 98th Bombardmient Group and 9 1 st
breS fl-oni thle Un1ited States and were 'Strategic Rzeconnaissance Squadron at
improving airfields in Japan andl( Korea
to handle them.

1, OcR ' D)ioiineli was oil wilpolatl du(ty ti 1Inl organiz.at ional Changes, two pro isli osNiglnmw . mmmanI~derI( '1 the Fiitin I ii! Al
sionl coin 11Mads su~bordintetd to thle FotcSI.. tilegi Ali ComnlId.
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headquar-ters of the Eighth Army, inl-
__ Cluding the Joint Oper-ationis Center

and Tactical Air- Control Center, which
-ranged and dispatched air sorties.

Fifth Air- Force units included two light
~ bomber wings, each with three squad-

i1ons of B-26s based inl J apan, and f ive
tighter wings located onl Korean fields.
'm[e fighiter wings included six squad-
ronls of IF-8OCs and eight sjluadron and

_ ~~~~a separat light of F-1s7 ~ h -0
-jets op~erated fr-om Kinipo Airfield west

of Seoul and a field at'raegu; the F-5 Is
flew from Northi Korean fields, five
squadrons and thle sep~arate flight based
onl P'yongyang and I'yongyang East
Airfields behind the Eighth Army,
three squadrons Stationed at Yonip'o
Airfield near Hungnam behind the X
Corps. Other Fifth Air- Force units inl-
cluded a squadron of F-82 all-weather

TIlEI F 7F' F[G FRCNI fighters based in japan b~ut used spar-
ingly over Korea because the Air- Force

Yokmapossessed so fewv and Supplly Support
J~kapaan. Combat Cargo Coin- for theml wvas limited. For reconnlais-

w1anld comll)r'ised four1 carrier group)s, sance missions, Genieral Partridge had
allbaedinJapanl, equipped with C-116, two photo squadrons (RF-80 and

C>47. (-54, and C-I 19 aircraft. Gen- RB-26) at thle TFaegu field anld a visu~al
eral Tunnler also conitrolledl the opera- squadron (RF'-5 1) in japan. H-is remain-
tions of a U.S. MNarine squadron flying ing unit was a Squadron off,-bi Mosqui-
R5 Ds. '8 toes lbased at P'yongyang East Airfield

Tactical air opecrations were thle l)Vov- for thIe control of close Sup)port Sol-ties.t
mnce of the Fifth Air- Force under' Maj. Additional U NC air strengthl inl-
(;ecn. Earle E. Partridge. By 23 Novem- chided thle U.S. 1st M~arinle Aircraft
her General Partridge had set tip hecad-
qJatIrs inl Seoul adjacent to thle main A it Pt ia ma i SoutiIi A ft ic a I m (I ( Ot i iiht t cdt two

of thle P-S i.u~s thle 77 Ro atl An liati Ai tot ce
Sqtaialonand1( '2d Sot,:!i Aft ical A\i Pot ce Squtadi on.'Canlada also hdl allowi11c 1 11 a tiJlsot I sqpiacl il OTh e sej).tllte flight beloniged to tile fled glinig R( )K

to mipport the U. N. Comimand. I ts Royal Cia ain Air- Pot cc Also set sing with the Fi fth Ali [ci cc wei c
Ail lotce I tatispot t Sqttadt on No.426 ccuttppecl with m~eit fightel pilots and .1 ttmhel ofted huh t.ttt ft oll

ween McCord A il- Force Btase. Wa~shitl. ang *~td '1'eabove intif mi toil nU NC ,tit forcs is Imsed
I lanila Ait pot I ilt Tokyo. Additional t tanspot is flot oilt Full ell, The United .Statem Air J'cnce inl Komie: II l~f
flight' m i hit Illc theater would heconie availalhe oit PEA P. Kot can Ail War Suit mt v. 25 Jutn 50)-30J oun
26 Novettber upon tie artival ftout Gcuece of the 5 1 . and Li. (Col. II et bet Piti lie WVood. Shamg, Blattle-
Ros ,al I lellemut Air Pot ce Plight No. 13 with siix I)a- poundi (Ottawa: Qiteelt's I':iitet ai coni onler of
Lota ait cafi Stat ionet v. 1966i). pp. Hi. 179.
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Wing with four squadrons of F4U Cor-
saws andl two squadrons of F7F 'Figercat _

night Fighters based onl Wonsan and
Yonpo' Airfields behind the X Corps N

and onl an escort carrier off the east ~
coast, and two U.S. Navy air groups
aboard carriers, each with five squad- X_~
ron1s, equipp~ed with F4Us, F9~F Pan-
theijets, and AL) Skyraiders. Naval air
units also included 1fleet Air Wing Six,
which, with three U.S. squadrons of-
Neptunes andl Mariners and two Royal
Air Force squadrons Of SunItderlanis,
carried out Naval Forces, Far East, air
paitrol op~erations over' Ialanese and
Korean waters.-

G;iven the varied sources of UNC air
sItrengath, effective air operations in lKo-
rca had r-equired some form of central -
ized control. General St rat emeyer (fil-
Ing thle firstdaso'tewrhdou t~~~.~1 of th wa hFd soiF i91 PANTI ERJ FT
operational control of all aviation oper-

atig fonijapan or- over Korea excep~t
hat em ployedl inl purely naval tasks,

such ats the patriolling bv Fleet Air tFif th Air 1Force comnitdler. General
W-ing Six. AdmnirialjIoy Ii ad resisted Part ridge. Althloughl dIifferences arose
giving over that imuch control of his between tlie air' and naval Commands
airucria ft antd c:arriers, J udgi ng that over thle exact nicaning of coordlua-
dloitig so could damawec his comnmanid's tioii control, the system was still inl ulse
ability to ineet other naval responsi- inl late November.2 (Chail 3)
bilities. Inl Coml]prom ise, Geineiral Mkac-
Arthurtt had given Sti'atemeyer "coordi- Naval IFow's
nation cont trol ," at lesser degree of' UNC nlaval units currently inIcluded
athorit that cciiI raiefteiodu lte U.S, SevethI Fleet and ti-ce sepa-
of' air operatioti5 ini Stratetnleyer w*itth- rate task forces. Task Force 96, thle
out giving him direct Coiitrol of*' Navy silcsmlcobtfreaialeo
and IMatrine air umills. Sr tateieyerill sige sml oy bat e c of'ihastili-

turn, had deliegated tilie coordilat ionl t~iit 1ilicue oenirg n Sx
of' close sutpport operationis to tile ~,nwicue le i igSx

anl escoit Icarrier gi-ti'ou p. asu~bIar-iti
gtroup, arnd at service group located inl

I't~ 1!,,Ii1,t,1 /oV,,,'mI 01n1-Wt Japan to handle Navaul Foi'ccs. F'ar E~ast-
Commane~l(' Ntdt nin W. CaXgle anid Commwinn, logi st ical futntc tionis inl 1)0rt . ThIle task

Fan L A Mtansn. The Sea Wa? in Komia (All fataiti.
U;nited States Nava! Institmic. t57). pp 37-1- 77.4'99.
520-22 1The Britk iis mts we, e RA F Squand, ntis 88 2t etlt. ( 'mkd ' Itc Nmal Oirmafanm. Kwca. p. 388;
andn 209 tn ('1it. 11w i lle Inr .Slmik An; Fmc' in Komin
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CHA~R'r 3-ORGAINIZAION FOR UNC AIR OPERATIONS IN KOREA
23 NovEI,-\BER 1950)

Far East Air Forces

-[Bomber Command
1st Marine 4

Combt Cago * Aircraft Wing

Command

FrEast Air Materiel
Command

Coordination Control

9* o o e Coordination Control of Close Support

bitve also) had at iiii- of jil)aiiesc- leni E. Smnith, conistitutted1 the U.N.
miannied anid -suppor-ted fr-eightirs mnd Blockadig and Lscorl For-ce. I iico-pc)-
lanlding ships of' thle Shlipping- Conitrol rated with tilc U.S. conitingent of' thle
Adiinstirationi, j apant, that werec ciu- force werec all linie ships furn-Iished by)
Jployed inl thle in irla-arlea it of' trocops other- U. N. cot tiies and South Kor-ea.
,1i1(i sup~plies 2.joN himiself'was the task Tfo cn for-ce the blockade of the Kor-eani
force coiinimidler. Fr-om a Ii ticleuis of' coast auid to )ehrlu 1)01 b arlbjid Iii i-
five ships, FTsk 1'oi cc 90 coimmnde1 aind inesweejpilg assiginienits, Admii-
by Ream' Adin. j ames 1-1. D)oyle hald be- r-al Smlith's for~ce wats deployed1 inl both1
comle at full-fledg-ed allphiblotis I Iorce. thie Yellow Seal walsinig Kor-ea on thle
So f~ki ii il e war-, AdmIDi-al D oyle's w est andI thle Seal of* J dvI)j oi thle east.
forice had par-tici patedf ini t h i-e nililjor Before the on I break of hostilities, the
laidiligs-at P'ohanlg-donig, hi ch oni. Seventh Fleet, com mIiianded by V~ice
aild Wonlsani-anld was ciiI-rrenl ly p)ostedl Adfii. Ailu i- 1). St i ble, had beeni
inl hoth 1.1apaiuese anid Korecaii waters. based ini the Phil ippicts. Its opcial ionis
[ask For-ce 95, under- Rear Ad ii. Al- at( that I inic were tiiider- thle control of'

Ad iu. i t h F . Rad ford, Cominaider-

)ii25 !tite I 9-W. I o0 It lne ',I lipsha i~l%;, 'ed of
I aitiii (Iahl light riil -1 (lesi iowei . I Ii igaie Anloiliei .isigliliin tilie es ol ofi w o % heC-
(Autii aliiii). andl I NXIIhIII'li Ine. iwee(,ll japaiii.iiu Koe.~ i m cvle I Iv lchewai

I lie thke olli ig alm %es"Ck %%ue .1 * (01i111,(i Sh1 ti w it e bc iainci ti)~ 1)1%11.1 die Nni di IKoi eamii% ould
.iia Kiiai~I~i . .i~i ~a gi ~Ii.'I 1.an Ileet mug mIlake no efl k11.gilm~l shIplg
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'Li t.- USS ULrirt BE.INc R.FUELED Al'SEA

in Chief, Pacifc Flewt but standing or 72 wcere handling the Foi'ma pl~).
(lers passed conitrol to Admiral joy Admiral Si ruble himself'and two task
whenever thle Seventh F'leet operated foi'ccs wvere in the inmdiate battle
in Japanese waters or in the event of an area. Task Force 77, a himt carrier fore
vmei'gen( . When these orders wenct commndced by) Rear- Adm. FKdw~ard C.
Alto effec altIhe war started, tlw Sev- E"wenl, was deployed off thle eastern Ko-
cluh Fleet. at tilhe direct ionl of' President i'ean coast in thle Sea of japan. Its two
TrUnlan, wa'is assigned both to condluct carriers, thle Le -vie and Philppin' Sea,
coimbat operations1 in IKoreaii waters each (arried an ait- groupl of five squad-
antd to operate nt thle Formo sa a rca rot s and. together. were operating withI
where its presence and1( pat rolling could approximately a i hundIred(lIffly fplanes.
discourage thle Chiinese onl thle miain- I) tde tway repletiish menit for Fl;weiis
lantd a.n([ thle Nationwalists onl thle island shiips was pr'ovided by at logistical supt
frot attacking each other and thus pire- pot ( f'orce, Task Force 79i" (Chadl 4)
vent a widecninig of' hostilities.

1~8' 23 November 'leei A iig I1 litl i~iIIO min i, i N(. naiit ov'
O )ne, h ea 1(1ua itec o ii Okinia wa. a iid o"HA t 111. L Su'thik v ,, (*/wudm , Ktn (. ( .W4t

si rtcc shi iS contitt in ig UI'sk Voice aniid mnon. The S1, a? 111 1611



42 EBB AND FLOW

C11 1\wr 'l-O;ANwI'HON FOR UNG NAxVALi OPERAIONS IN KOREAx
23 NOVE~MBE~R 1950

ask Force 77 Task Force 79

Thew JNC P~lan of A1dvance as MacAr-dtr b~egan to increase air op-

With these forces at his dlisp~osal, ;eii- erationS inl thc north West, hie asked the
eral MacArthur- planned to contiti~ u 'Joint (;hiers of Staff* for inlstrulct ions oil

how to deal with the enemny hit-and-
oprtin by Combfiningr his overland r1u1 tactics. ThereT Was hlistorical anld

adlvance with air attacks onl the lplitlci- legal precedent under which U NC
p~al Yalu River b)ridlges to shut off Chi- pilots, Once engaged by enemly fliers
liC5e reinforcement f'rom MNanichuria. over North Korea, could continue the
lie also p~lanined to intensify alir attacks an' b)attl C evenI though01 11mnees Car--
op~en~ed during the first week of' No- ndte noIh nsaeaoeMn

vembe on Nrth oreantown jug dichuia. Tlhe Joint Chief's, Secretary of'
to be imll)0rtalnt cen~terS for1 enem~ly SLIP- 1)ef'ense Marshall, Secr-etary of' State

A y adins h comm iattaks oton Acheson, and President Truman all f'a-
AgIntteeriratcsoto s vored adopting this course, commonly

dfeel) inl northwecsternl Korea, enemy referr-ed to as "hot IlIursulit," since it
lighterIIC pios1sm10in1,sanbit col o be conlStruedl, at least ac-

MI 6-15 jets, had adopted aI special Cording to l-t'ed(lt. as a violation of'
con t eimeasu re, risintg f'roni nearby MaI tintritr.re rpe
Manchurian fields and climbing to sLI- th ideta hoeer, tr Teconten

l)el'ior- altitu-des bef'ore crossing thie stronlg oljectionis fr-om of ficials of' other,
border', then making (living- attacks onl na2oswihfre8i oe

U C htlsat~ drtn lak osac The Washington react ion to Mvac-
tuary above the Yalti.2 Onl 7 Novemb"er", AttC hur's l to bomb11 fihe YaILu bridgeYs

wo n NoemeiFheIist l )-e airbttle to' (Is b ige tac k s -,it (e bor e i' gh t
ioi o(103 IVl II 8 Nowuntwi whvn Ui. Ruosetl j. r'esult ill ina~dvertenit bomnlg of* Man-

St t(-1 isovu Sinmu. Inahi flii i . the initial mv.i

liei %n ~iB-29; oft the 9.8th ( otip .tatked the (it\. S tinae. itt I' ndu~ i ufin lip 217-50). Viiii dl.
of Ch'ongin it) jnoi twastevrn Koia The Foir titt'i Kowa(t ~ . pp. 2 101
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churwI-an territory, thuls undrC-mining River, which for eleven miles up-
forhcoin edavors to assure China st ream From its mouth mar'ks thle hot'-

that the northern border of Korea was (icr between Korea and the Soviet
the extent of UNC interest and perhaps Unlioni.3

triggering a crisis exp~andling the war, General Walker laid out a newX p~lan
Presidlent Truman ordered the air plan of advance onl 6 November b~ut delayed
canceled. But MacArthur won at re- executing it while lie strengthened his
versal fromn the president by protesting attack force and supp~lies. lIn pursuit of'
that unop~posed Chinese troop and North Korean Army remnants, the
materiel movements across the Yalu Eighth At-my had molved thrloulgh west-
bridges threatened to destroy his ern North Korea with two corps and
command. Onl 8 and 9 November lie six (livisions. Fully expecting to mleet.
op~ened air attacks onl thle Yalu crossings Chinese forces when hec again moved
at Sinu1iju. Chiongsotigjin. Namsan-nt. north, Walker int~ended to increase his
Mfainp'ojin, and Hyesanljin. So ats not to Force to threec Corp~s, eight divisions, and
v'iolate iM anchur1iain territory. lbomling three b~rigadles. By 6 November lie had
runs were made ag~ainst otilv the first started the additional units Forward
Overwater sixus onl thle Kore~an side of' andl plan ned to reopen his advance
thle r~iveri.2 aroun111d the 15th provided hie could ar-

For thie gron d advance, General ranige adequate logistical supp)ort b~y
M acAr-thut- iit iall\ let stand his order that date.~'
of 24 October allowing General Walker Su pply req ui remenits had plagued
and G;eneral Almond each to proceed Walker f romt the time hie crossed the
toward the border Independently. In 38th parallel. For tile initial advantce
thle northeast, whecre Chinese had re- into North Korea, the E ighth Army
sisted otlyl tile X Corps' west flank was to have received supplies through
forces lbef ore breaking contact onl 6 1 ichon, but thle port had beetn tlied
November. Almond resumed his ad(- up1 (luring thde fIirst hialf of Octobet- by
vance with almost no~ petcep~tible pause, thle X Cotps' outloading fotr Wotisanl.
puwshitng fourl divisions over thrtee Walker, as at reCsult, hlad Sewtt for-cs
widlely selparated axes. Itnlandf oil thle across thle lxtruIiel wVithl only a marginal
corps left, thle U.S. I si MIatine Division store of' ptrovisiolis..
Climbed towatd thle (lhamgjin Reservoir- Rcplenisluiti these small stocks had
atop the Taebaek MNoutw1taiwis. The U.S. been -anoioher problemn. Bat tlc-damiaged
7th Infaintry D~ivisiotn nmovedl nort hward i atil lines had not beetn rep~aired beyonwd
over thie next artet al road to thle cast thle Pusan Peritneter a;( the tie of' the
leading frotm Pu kcli'ono' tnea~r thle coast
to I-Iyesan wpn onl the Yal u. On thie cotps
right, the Southi Korean Capital anwd 3d N' (0I j ps opiim bom- 26 0 Xo ti aund 26

D iv'is ions of t ile R( )K I Cor~ps Follo wedl Nmme CItCI95(1 I towcii ini Apemn StC outh to .nithe, 1
\aklo,. (tl\ NXVI II andii XXXIX

lie coastal toad toward tile Tiwnt~ ~~ tn p '. I o 0 eo ~
\Vatkei toi (AII(. H-. () No\ 51). Radn, 6,X 27wm

K(;o.(: wigtw A t1~ o ~i RKA~t~L w3 Nov
501

S Iiuel Plu tiil lit'(i~iI ~~i 2I I-t: iit ~t 1 Serno. 0 utt Walkei tot Cmtt(, FLC, 6 No% 50;
The Um1 ,fedi Satrs Iit ihce in Knuti. pp 20)9-1t3. lightht Ari GII~ SS ;ts pt 6 No\ 501
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crossing. and at thle last week of, Octo- offenlsive. This iate could be established
lber t rain ser'vice onl the miainl liuce hald only byv re pairing thle main rail line
b~eeni restored no I'aii her than thle i mjiin fr~om the existing riilhead at thle south
Riw r, t hirtv miles above Seoul and at bank of the I m~jn River into P)'\onlgyanlg
hitndlredl fi 1 v miles bielow the Lighlt h and by opening the wvest coast port
Army f'ront onl the Ch'ongIclfon River. of' Chinnam p'o oin t he est uary of' the
Even then, W-alket's engineers had Taeclong River twenty-five miles south-
pieced together only at single pair. of' west of* 1'volang :'
rails out of' a double track system, T[he ttime needed to mecet these re-
which. together with the poor condi- (qt1iiteetS, inl part-icularl to (omplete
lion of thie bridges, sharply limited thle railroad bridge repairs and to sweep
linte's calpacit y. T[his restriction had away mines sitrewnt by thle North KO-
fo0rced extremely heavy supply tra ffic reatns at Chlinnamp'o, f'orced Walker to
onto the roadIs. Thre'e-f'ourthsll of' thle dr'op his 15 November target dtte. By
Eighth Artnv's trucks had operated thie l7th. however, five trains were run-
around the clock out of' PuIsan and ning about at hundred cars withl 2,()()(
I nchl'onl and f'roml railheiads and~ iir- tonls of sitppllies into P'yongyatig daily.
heads to keep) Walker's Foirces moving, and at Chiiinamlp'o the daily (discharge
[his su ppotrt had threatened to wear was reaching u pwinds of' 1,50() tonls.

out before thle Eighth Army' reached With his trtanispor-tatioii system min'ig
hie (,Ihoiig)Ch ott b~ecause of, too maniy in to higher gear. Walker was able to set

(ladlinlec vehicles and too f'ew irepait thie 24th ats thle (late For' reop)ening his
paIItS. Il ltc .''I only'1 thrloulgh thle Mddi- offen)sive. '
ionl of' at daily aiirli ft of' 1 ,00(0 tonls frloml D)uring the time used to ar'range adle-
Kimpo Airfield to P'y-ongvaiig had the platte logistical sitpport , Walker main-
Eighth At my been able to support its taineol some conttact with en em y f'Res
advance From the North Koreanl capi- thIirough pat tollintg and Short advances.
tall to thie Ch'ongclfon)"3 H-e moiuntedl thle advances with thle I

Far' t00 f'ew supplies wer'e sto kpiled Cor'ps andl ROK 11 Corps, keepitng thle
at tlie Frot'oiit 6 November to supplort IX Cot ps, which onily recently had (0ifle
the a1(l\ ance. inet roleuni 1)1 LU od Mtaid FOi wi'ld. to Ili is 1 rigtiear to securie and
am ui i nit ion were especilly Short, tile refuse thle EighthI Ai nty's east flank. Eni-
lattil amiountingo olx toa si tigle dlay of' eny resistain. e iinitially i an geol f'roni lit -
ftre. W'it Ii wi nter' apprioacing, Wal ker tie ort' one in tlie west to sharp local
also nieedled to equip hiis troops wvithI coit trattIaks inl thle roughler gi on d
heavier clot hing. Ill Idditionl to bttild- to tlie east, thlen suibsided evem ywhere
iig illp stocks iii f'wi dI areas. lie fiiced afher 12 Novemnber'. I at et in fin al prep-
tlie iiecessit\ of' aelem at itg tile tIorih- arat ioi f'Oi tilie attack, Wal kei intserted
wali'd flowv of r'esu pply. H is logistics of ft-
cei. (Col. Albert K. Stebbins, estimated
that at daily flow of at least 4 .000 toils Ii 1( A ptpiV!Od. Sowh ip thet A akimu,. 1) 771

F~ig th im .i S Rtsh. 7 ii No% I 50. iguWats iteedeol to SLSUl aitiatI i'e-CCOrpIS ' ithA n (1S- osoRox
Aiit -1 tans~ SS Rp%. 7-ISNv5: a.G 278801

K(;OO. CG iigth Ai im to C/S ROKA et al.. 17 No\
50; Ratd. oGx 50025 KGLN. (C6 ighth A\im l~ o
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the IX Corps in (lhe center of his line so InI view of'Lthe terrainl nor1th Of' thle
that the 1, IX, and ROI( 11 Corps were Eighth Army, close coordinlationl woUld
deployed west to east along a seventy- not be easy. ExceptL 1 or thle flats and
mile front. As the Eirll Army was low hills of the lower Chi'ongch'on val-
disp~osed onl the evc of' the renewed ley and at slim band of' lowlands onl the
advance, the CioicioiRvrfo-wscatouhmountains Filled the

ing southwestward into thle Yellow Sea space lbetweel thle armIly fr-ont and thle
split thle armIly j)OSitiOni into tWO nearly northern border. Extremely dissected
eqjual parts. (Mlap 3) T[he west crii t'icloes triendled noi't 11west watrd above
hialf f'med at bridgehead above thle theowestern hialf'of' the army line, and(
Ch'on rch onl, archino- f'om the mouth thle westetrn watershed ofhe Taebaeks
of, the river to a depth of' tenl miles sprlea1d inl dendiitic p~atter'ns beyond
and then r'etunrning to thle Chl'ongoch'on the Eighth Atrmy p)ositions inl the east.
somle thir'ty-five miles upstream. Th'le Six r'oadls ofiet'ec thle mnain axes of'
r'emaindler stretched another thirty-five movement thr'ough this gtround. Onl the
miles almost clue east into the westetrn exti'-eme west, Kor'ea's main artetrial
water'shed of the Taebaek Mountains.'U roadl, Route 1, with thle main r'ail line

alongside, Moved f'om11 Sillilnji uOil
The Eighih A rmY Plan t(lie C'on g10cli'on thtrough thle coastal

WValket' meanwhile r'evised his attack lowland to Sinuliju onl the Yalui oppo-
l~lii o iclue mi' sleci icins t'c-site An-tung, M1anchui'ia. Anot her' aite-

ions f'or a coordinated advance. H-e t'ial r'oacd, with at sinigle-tr'ack r'ail line

or'iginally had diriectecd his fbt'ces to pa'lcigirn-tteswic 'o
".coord ina'te their' advance with elemnts Slnlan1.lu, along thie upstrieam tr'ace of'

onl flanks." ot her'wise giving them onl[\ th hogc'ntrog h twso
lie genei'al inlStiLuCtiln to advance to A00.Kn-'i -uc'nadKnge

he ni'them boret' n ziw.n i~i-thenI tut'nec nor'thwest to Mkanp'ojin onl
si o rher bordew cei l dce filnel rei-s the border'. The ot her' roads p~assecd

sio, le dew leal1defnedphae noi't hwestwardc thr ioug'h mlountainl Col.-
hl-isat'euce to hims bvoldelfh. tli rIt iiois hetwecen these two routes.

thoiitv o moe byondeach~ 'Fits Walker' intendcecd that his t hree cor'ps
wold keep) fis foirces frioml dainglinig ad~v'nce abi'east over'all six axes. TIhe I
tetiotisly at the ends of' their Supply andi IX Cor'ps initially wer'e to move to
lilies andl fr-om invit ing amlbush byT 1iov- at phlase line Some twenity miles out,

ing~~ ineednl it ieytun~ hch would g-ive them a r'oad to assist
as they had clone duriing thie October' %aema coi i .ia o o ( e

j~til'suit. themt in to the moniitain cor'ridlors lead -
ill(g to tilie bordcer. Onl thle right, tile

Ratd. GX 273~33 K(. CG F. (. Eighth At im' to G.S R( )K I I Corp1 s was to adlvaince thrnouigh
ROKA ci it.. 7 No\ 50 iRhd, (X 27,170 K(G)( . CG tilie mon i ains east of' the C h'oiprcl'on
Ligihtim tt to (CIS ROR:\ et ;i , 9 No% 50: Rad. (;GN ~ c oaniseheacii~ o
2791-l K(;00, (;(; Lighth Aim to U.S R( )A ct a. valley i( oapaeln rhn iol

IS No\ 50. Eighth At to' \\ 1), um No% Au,. Lighth it Llklmo .O l an soul itest to timeam lit)
Aim% G 3 SS Rpt . 23-2-1 No%, 50.

tilt lnI o S.OoiI boundary atl tilie village of' Itnchlo-t'i.FlihdiAmwOpnManH, No 50 01 Pln Te Su IthKoreanus were to conitact
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General Almond's rear units in thle MacAr-thurl, ho0wever, chose to revive
vicinity of Inch 0o-ri anCI[ thus, noifli- the concept form ulated lbut not used in
nally at least, close af worrisome fortLy- October of sending X Corps forces
mile gap--holding thle spine and( high- westward toward the Eighth Army.
est watershed ridges of thle northern Since (lhe UNC front slanted across
Iaelbaeks-that currently existed, lbe- the penIinIsula with thle Eighth Army
tween thle Eighth Army and X Corps. holding the mor01e sou~therly portion of
Mleanwhile, as Walker issued his Final the tilted line, at westward attack by
instructions, Far East Air Forces pilots, Almond's forces would place them deep
undler Gener'al MacArthur's ordlers, in thle enemy's rear, giving them an ex-
flew night and day reconnaissance Cellent., Opportutiit ' to ease the Eighth
missions over the 0'ap area but sighted Army's progress:
nlo enemy fborces: Almond initially p~rop~osed that hie

could best help thle Eighth Army by
A Change in X Corp)s Planis cont inun rg northwar'd and then, if'

f'easible, by attacking wvest f'rom some
Bx' 23 November the X Corps' ats- point above thle Chanlgjin Reservoir.

satult divisions had advanced against This pro)posal fairly coincided with
sp)otty resistance to separateCd posi- what MlacArthur had in mind. Onl 15
tions spread over at space of' 150 air November hie instructed Almond to
miles. The 1st Mlarine D~ivision held openI anfi attack to the west after his iii-
hie town of, I-Iagairu-ri t the lower end land flank farcs reached thle town of'

of' the Changjin Reservoir. Seventy Changjin, tiventy-five miles nor-th of't he
miles to the northeast, thle 7th lDivi- reser'voir. 'I'llirt-1y m1iles west of' Chaiigjii
Sion1 occuIpied I-yesanjinl onl tihe YalIn. lax' IKalrgyC anld ajnowit jLICi I i thle
T h irty miiles east and slighltly southi of arterial road and rail line connect inil
HyIesanjin, the ROK 3d D~ivision had Matip'ojin and l-uich'on.T'1'e road and
moved inland to the town of' Hap113Su; track obviously served IS Ceiiey srI pply
and some for'ty miles northeast of routes, and it was MacArthur's ii ten-_
HlSLps, thle R() K Capital D)ivisioni was tion that the X Corps . west ard at tack
at the outskir'ts of' ( h'ongjiti onl the would cut them. -0
Moast I

Geinerail Almnond had given his divi- X (om ps Op 00 . 1t No\ 5W DL, dM1 Wi ight to

siotis thiri bo rderi objectivyes o ii I I Gen Almn, 1 0 No\ 50 Ini i eviewimi i theo dis) V

S, I , (tj 1sto l p iliig for dw11 N Collis aiiluk to [ie
Novemher. 'Ile I st Marie D~ivision was N~,('la Maltt le% B Ridgwi\ boiuilnoed. "I
to occ up y ai f'oit y- li i St retclh of' tihe i-nili it~a iing i~iia iligm\ nammil C pa (ie ssioais' %%till

lo wet YalIu Riv bc'1aniik (lif e niorthi of Cet('i isive Io nilli expel li ill C (o11( [ d I' 1,1\ I~ ca p l! ,1(1

thle Changjii Reservoir': the 7th lDiVi- 'Io w til d Ilallha Kla of Nop'elh' al .ot[it-

Sion )was to hold hie leg il bet ween i peIs likea. ptil~ C N .I lcIlse put oil hs dlldlell I

I-I vesatijili and( I lapsu; (lhe two diviions *lPPI-ling Ini t11l il l uttelk I' giiol iig ile Ielli of'

of'the R( ) K I (Cor~ps werie to c lea- i' le ;,Ia 1i(' 1101111,11011S, tel I o I idie e t IcYI it o t ilns

Ietnlailling ground~ to [lie east. Getierall tilt 1.l(t2 of .1 List apolO~Iig ilb-al~l williel
tR~idgwdv MS i vviow~ Iti toviN 27 Feb 8 5

t1) r. (;(-ll Alionid io (Git WrVigtl. i5 Nov 50: Raif.
11)1(. Shtdinl~ll. Plobii aind IO iTtin 1). 272 ( X 69009. (At NCI F :i v1 ( X Co IIs. 15 Nov 50



Aheprsehensieg ofte Curh on R- teonl (enutor theaviest, cosreta~ il-
siero dithem SlI)1)Iy roites werte theou he dein edpcte opsitong-therel
ta l orc udbcotamvla e f Mupyong-ni, talbey ilghe etr)'3  znGeea
extenhed iles wldies oftwr uda -i ani Wnale withd thes Firitis Foe to ivt
poit ils fl-north ots HuCh'ogn. Alownd Opateion Cenortr arrangoe 2 supor-.
Antend otatd the alterMarine oivi alie Hte Eighth Aeon m)'oiys oiven ig
sataker (lhe wetoad effor into dvinancefa, ihes aots that mightrel
Eilvog-n Ar ny ten ress Y an-n attc by' reouet dring thres d toe atow
northwestwrdg tof the an inin by- teo Fiveth thFre WestiCoasti ae l-

to but n the illagste ROfN I orpsii in weslgter.oe." eea ~rtig l

onii th t ig the m igt. Macn Di h tie lotte the Fihth Airm oc an Maenine
agreedato the chnestad intrute sdrn in northhe e aster Korato theh

Almond to begin the attack ats soon ats sutpport of the X Corps. '[he Navy
possib~le. " RILuM(It'1i5 aboar'd the Le y le and~ Phiilh-

Almond set thle 27th ats the opening pine Sea mneanwhile were to fl\ interdi -

date. The 7th D~ivisioni meanwhile was lion missions in thle Eighth Army zone.
to expand its tonle west Wat'ol plaul)g Althou1gh Admiral Ewen considered inl-
forces oti the east siole of the Chanigjin terdictory flights into) western Korea
Reservoir fOr an advance to thle \'alu from ciriei's in thle Sea Of jap~an u n1-
hlrough t flie /one previously assigned econiomiucal, Part ridge tuiirned down ats

to the marines. The RON I CorpIs wa'is unnieeded Ewen's COU ft el PI'olposal that
to continue to the bol1der firoml Halssu thle car-rier-based planles fly suippletlenl-
andl Ch'oi tjin while Almond's irem ain- till close sti pport mlissionis for lie X
ilIitg .laor units. tile U.S. 3d Division Corps. As plannied, '[ask Force 77 and(
and 1s( Korean Marine Corps Regi- Far East Air Forces' B~omb~er Command
ment secured thle corps rear atl ea be- wei e to st i'ike bridges and lines of com-
tween W~onsan and I-I nogn 1aun .'' munications withinn a it ieei-iile strip

alontg the Yalu River." This interdic-
I/'ArP1(11 tioti would inl eff'ect extend thle it' cali-

B~elievinig that the Eigl ih Army

>X o pN WU)Sum. No% * 50. N( oxp i't P 8. I.Maj ('c Lce('t C. Allen. (;ofS Eighth Aim n.
10) No% 50: Rad, ;X 0906ti1, CINCFE 10 CG X (,.~ 14. CG Fif :th Aii I'otw. 23 No\ 50.
,2.) No\ wI 'Eightmh Ami G 3 Aii lldi, 21 an~d27,

N (.i 1),, WiD. St u. No% 5(); X 0)t ps 0)n 1) 7. 25 NOm 50, h eld. U nited .Stale\ .Vazv a! 1nwmm. Kowm a.
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paign launched earlier by G;enieral Mac- G;ieeral NI acArth ur expfressed his
Arthur against the Yalu bridges and confidence when hie reviewed opera-
North Kor'ean sum*pl andt communica- ions after flying to Kor'ea to watch
Lilns Center-S. the EihhArmy take its fir-St step)s

f'orward onl the morning of' the 24th.
The OllookliffI-Ico H escrib~ed the adv\ance toward the
The Outlook br Vborder l)' eitsa "massive compression en-

iiteni ng the outlook Ior stcess vlImnadasaIin"' opera-
in reaching the border during the time lionl itl wichd his ir ti'Uits were the
taken to prepare the f'orces and lanI1s "isolating components"' for thle two
waIs thle lighit Opposition to the X Corps' arms of* the, ground advance, the
lattest aldvances, in which 7th Divisionl Eighth Army and X Corps. In thle air
unitls near the center of' the corps zone~ campaign, now more than two weeks
had gone all teway t the Ya.III thle old, the b~ombing~ attacks onl the Yalu
Eighth Ar'my zon~e, too, enemy forc,(es River cr'ossings hdknocked down
for thle mlost part had remained majc- spans of the highway bridge at Sintiju
tive and iI1SliACUOttS sinlce Miid- anld two bridges at FHyesanljin. and in-
November. Eigt myn patrols mano'- ith rendiary strikes agrainst North Korean
ing (lee) into enemiy terrtoryv (luringo towns had destroveol between 20 and
thalt timeI hald enIcouiut'led out posts but 9, per'cent of' the built-uip areas. It waits
no( major f'orce or p)osit ion. In hneit her NMacArthuiir's appraisal that this effort
Zon1e was ans evidence of, of feliic' had "successfully interdicted enemy
precparations iuncovered. It appearted, lineCs of'S~ supp0ot hf0on1 th 11 r01 hO so thatl
rat her, that the en cmvy hadl adopltedl a fuirt her rein fo'Ocemient theref'rom has
(defensive stm'at gy and that the Chinese, been sharp lY cul a'iled and essenltial
after breaking off their- engagemlenit supl)IieS martikedly limited.-' In the
oi 6 November, hadl wit hdr'awn into ground advance. M'acArtilhut believed
posilin def'enses sonic (distance to the the reccii moves of' the N Corps had
lior h . placed it inl a ''comnmandIing enivelop-

AlISO encoumraging was the estimal~te mnent ;)OSitiOlli fbi' the westwarl1d thru-Lst
of elnmy stmnth. inl part-icujlar thle 11it1) the Eighth Army /tone. Emi isi-
St rengi Ii of Chinese f'orces. By 23 No- a~stic, if' less positive, about t(lie EighthI
vemlbei thle latest, and highest, esti- Army's adIvance JUSt getting( a n 1c' WaIV,
mte of otal enemyv Strength waI ot heI ibL1 1 eCl ice(dI that ''If' successfutl, it
I 67,000. that of' Ciniese' for'ces alone slilOld f'()r all l)m',Icticil pu1rp)o5s (11(1
atbout 70,000. " '['lie f lIure-s reml]'e- lhe waf- in.'

sem it d sub~st aiitial increases over lie By a lppearanmces ando apprta isalIs, at
estimates of' ear'ly November but still U NC victoi'y did seem within reach. If'
left the Eighlt h Armyi an 111 Corp)s \wit I the br'ight outlook had at dr'ab sidle, it
at solid mntmem'ical super'iority. waIh-ac)f efinte nweg

L'ighlih A\i N~ PIR', 118~-135. 7-2-1 Nov 50, pp. 222-29, USAF I IIistoi i ~d Sm dv No. 72, pp. 224$2:
Hl'~.iid S~k an iid. Kw~ea, p). 259: Gl Q FEd Xinll ComItie No. 12. 24 Niov 501 li

Appleman. Soul/i to the .akiting. p 703 (Il1ilihlolls dae 11011[lie' ld't sMlme (
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'abouit thle extent and purpflose Of Comn- to obtain by) advancing, and the clarif i-
munist Ghina's p)articipation in the cation of Chinese objectives, wvhich the
war. Indeed, persisting que1S6ionS inl- Joint Chiefs of Staff had dlecided they
VOINe(I thle '%accura~te measure of enemy needed b~ef ore considering a c:hange in
strength," which MacArthur intended the UNCG mission.



CH-APTER III

The Enemy
Kauiggye, thle town considered b)ut ICated early ill tile war, remlainedl Nirtul-

not selected as thle objective of' thle X ally nonexistent, and thle Nor/th Korean
Corps' planned attack to the west, was Peolehs Alrm'Y, while onl paper an imipres-
now the seat of' Nort i Korean govern- sive organization of' eightl corps, thlirty
mient. F'orced out of* Pyongyang by the dlivisions, and several brigades, wvas ill
LighthI Armnys advance ill October, thect a dlepletedl for1ce.
Kin Il Suing, the p~remier of* Nor'th Ko- The only mia jor North Korean unit
rca and( commander inl chief' of' the act ively engaged at thIe f'ont onl thle 23d
Nor/h Korean Armed Forces, had estab- was thle 1IV Colps employing one d(li-
lished a newv capital at Siniiju, thle, sion and two brigades, its bulk oppos-
Yalui Ri~et' ut\ opplosite An1-t11ug, ilig the ROK I Corps inl non heasternl
Mlanchuriai. When U NC f'orces moved Korea. Thel 11 Corp.\ also was acttve, bill
toward Sin mm iju at short timie later. hie as at guerrilla f'orce operating h-oinita
to ok his government to K an gg) (feel) co)mmlandl post hidden high inl thle cenl-
in- thle I mon ntainls of northI central tral mount ains near hie 3)8th parallel
Korea. umndler thec dIirect ion of, General Kiml

Chiaek, prev'ioumsly the commiander of'

IhrAIrt~ o'h Korean A 'mned l'Fo'(' Fron/ Pleadquar/ets. thie now de l'tinct
tact ical echielon of' thle Nor/lh Kor'eani

Also inl Kammggx'e Under Kimi 11 Suing People's A01my Generlal I11adqual/ecs.
was a recently f'ormed (Combinred jI(1d Along withI bands of' South Koreanl (is-
quar /ers staf fed by bo0th North Kom'ean 51(lents and Noth Korean ir-regulars
andl Chinese of'fi('es. Kiii was~lli who had long p~opu~lated(llie T1aebaek
cizedl as cornlimandin g thle opera tomis of' andl southI wester'n muntains, Fo urm re-
b~oth NorthI Korean andl Chinese Fl'ors (1duced dlivisions of' thle II Corp, comn-
fromn this headquarters. buit thle C'0111- dulctecl (CLesltOry glIerrilla opem'l-
billed agency was really n1o mor'e t han a lions both IMabiead belowv thle 38t 1t
mnechanlisml for Coot'(litlat imig Nor'th piarallel While thley' gral-MlyA eCOrg(a-
Korea :u op~erations1 with those of' tle itmi/el aronmd their' ownt renlants and
Cl nse, and Kim's Voice inl til C.ol- stragglers f'roin ot her nit its.:,
(ILnCt Of joint ojperflionis was n10 strontger
han lhe forc-(es he was able to field.'As 2 Ibid p 769: (1 I,) A. Oi(Ie of Battile li1ol'

of' 23 Novemiber. t hese Forces were l'ew. 5 1. o.ddG
North Korean alt and naval f'ot'ces, dhe- 0.1 IQ. riLC, Oi dci of Battle Infioi oiaioii. Noilhi

Ixommai AimiN. 20 Aug 51 an16l Sep 51 See aklo
Applciiii.stnut/i to the~ NVaktong. di NX VILt. '( iiil

Appleinaii . ~S(uh it) the Nationg. pp. 663-(j1. Waii l B iieind Oi le Flowi i
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The reCst of the North Korean Armyv
was inl north central Korea and Mkani-
chiuria. Much of the General Headquar-
ters itself had entercd IManchuria to cli-

rect. the reorganization and retraining
of three corp~s and nine dlivisions that

earlier UNC advance. Under Marshial0
Choc Yong GunI, thle mlinlister Of' fil-t
tional defense andc deputy commanderl
inl chief of' the Nortlh Korean Airnied
Forces. and Mfa . Gen. Lee Sang Chio,
thle Norah Korean Peop~le's Arita chief of
staff, thie remainder of General H-ead-
quiarters was directing thie restorationl
orf tree corps and sixteen divisions inl
the vicinity of Kanggye. Few of' the-
twent v-live divisions being refurbished
p~ossessedl more than at semblance of'
readinless. LeaIst r-eady were those inl
IManchuitria.' wKi[M If. SUNG

V\t i is 23i Novrmnti, 1 9,5() wou)ld oppose the renewed UNC ad-
vanlce, thle Chinlese Opposition, except

!.Ottdl'-- ---- ~ li,,o a seal, would be of major conIsequIence.
Koti....... Il. II.lv V 1st. 2d. 3d. .10h, Thie Peo/ile's Navy, small and scarcely at

5th. 6th, 71th. year and a hialf, old, hld primarily at
8th. 9th. 1001.
12th. I5th, l7th, coastal derenlse. mis .Sion at hiomei and

2-lth. 27th. 31st. wouldl not sortie against thle United Na-
3811.4 1st. .13d. tions Commtianld:"' he PoPlles A1hr Force,
47th. 1015th though01 lso younIg anld sImall, hald enl-

T~jttk erec thle fighting to oppjOSe U NC air
Nt~t ht d .. V. II.VII 1th.~ 9h.ope ration s a lonlg thle Y;all.( Apparently

32d, :Wdi. 37th.
-12 d. 450%. 416th

Ihea~~pti oximitttc (otposition t li te Preoe-a

Iihe Chinese Peoles 1'olun/eers ~ 'o t. .teltdtgtat t~ e itotdgn

W~hile fecx' Nortill Korean Forces the' (.lenegr Aimv (Ne;. 'tot k. 0\lotd ci hersit'. Pae-

"Ihei P~eople% It mcp was orIVIS gattiie( in 1949. 1it
catlI 1950 its titci alt nutmbneted abountt 100. htut ptli

;I IQ, 1,1c. Otldet of, Battle Itilot ttatiott. Not th hia~e' fioo tite Soviet tioti. accot ding to Fat East
Iso; vat; At at;'. 20 Autg 51 anttd 16 Sep 5 I 1 1 . HEC. Air Fon" ci Ct itatces. raisedt thle inv.entor) to 65(1 b%
Hit'tory olthe North kot eat A tmw.SI j ttl 52. pp. 8-i. I etuhet'. 0f thIis total. 250 wet c ottettionaltI it jet
9 1 -92 raghtet '. 17,5 ga ottttttttmk plane'.. 150 (onvetttioltal
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to -educe the risk of aircraft losses, h Soe2000Cise ontttn

Chinese so fill had confinedi their air the X-III Army Group of the Fourth Field
oP)CiItio1lS to nortl1? western Korea andl Army faced the Eighth Army inl western
had made no,, real attemlpt to establish North Korea.' With six armiies, each
air superiority in that region. They w~ith threeC inlfantry divisions and a total
were, hIowverCI, puLttinlg upl M IG-i5s, of abou~t 30,000 menCI, two artiller'y diVi-
which could outmaka. uver the Amien- sions and the bulk of a third, at cavalry

can -80 ShodugStas and F9F reg~imenit, and two truck regiments, the
Panthiers. Thie MIG3 were' a lli'ticulat' XIII Army Group had entered Kor1eal
reason whiy the Far East Air Forces during thle last half of' October, cro ss-
were importing higher lperformlan)Ce ing thle Yal~ at Sinuiijul anld IManp'Ojinl.
F'-8tE Thundeijets and I -86A Sabres Forces from four of' its armiies hiad
f'.llro thle Unlited States. 7  f hughtL the Eighth Army and X Corps

Only at fraction of' the Chinese People's inl what the Chinese called their First
Liberation Armv had entered Korea.' Phase Offensive between 25 Oct~ober
F'ield armliies. orI "tactical field f'orces," and 6 November. Thle air attacks onl
which were thle elite of' the organiza- Yai bridges opened by General MNvac-
tion's colat strenlgth, numbered Arthur onl 8 November obviously had
somewhcre between two and( three muil- nto chance to interdict thle group's

liol ilell.Locl grrison ilrmiies, which ii\e~e) C'S ieIie'
were second-line tr'oops, numbered be- The IN A n roup, pat of' thle Third
tweenl one and two million more. Inl Field A rm. h, ad entered Korea with
addition, at militia, from which thle three armies during the fir'st half
Peolple's Liberation A01 rm d(l'eV rculits, of' November. Tlhe leadingo armIly had
had at strength of five million. The f'rac- crossed the Yalui at Manpojin, the otlier
tionl of, thle Chinese Armly inl Korea, two at Lin-chiang onl a big bend inl thle
however, was not thle 70,000 gTivenl inl river about sixty miles northeast of'
the latest UNC intelligence estimate. Nlanp'ojini. Far East Air Forces plan-
Over- four timles that number wvere tiers hiad not selected the highway
massed inl thle mountains ojp)osite tie bridge at Lin-chiang ats at target for thle
LFio-hth Army and X Corps." Yalul bomb1inlgs. jttdgingi it less imp]or--

tant than thle crossings atL H yeISauijinl anid
(Wil- I1~~l h~ll)C s .d 5 i ai'po t.. ee(~tug'. Ver thle low er- reaches of' t li iver.

I'lit Role of/ Me hinw Apio i).* 136. and bitt cii. 1 .111 Xvitli thle IMan p'olin Crossings (at high-
Ol',,ea S fofv\ Ali Fo u in Koi, 1) 23 1.-de)sad

7(61tinp'. The1 Role of ftr (know :iIfl, pp, 136-37, wax' bridgre and at railway bidg)sai
Putt~ ~ ~~~mi Kl.1, '~dfte nl~llowa. ppi. 205-07. i hg dlespit e thle bom hbi ii anld with thle

210-12. 2:t0-33 Field. Unit'ed .Sfti'Nva .'OO (eftoO, iI -Cht i allng bridge u ntou ched , thle IX
Kwo. p). 259.

to gkild thi (s . al~33C leob'. I Chilo'f e ,s,, di'. 3)33it

11iiliCs all aldill~ a iI', t 033 C" .3'. xteti. IIIC I'i 311 ple' Libriaon Aioo w~i lt ldti (1' foi ( w c
(.ummulmf loel. Ii quenti kused ill oi tout 3 epoi s (Itgalii/ert &,' foul liII1nieed et~ld .1lillics. lite F11\1

ks of t' N. Comilz i i ) gill. I oltC(m a se s t'.ile Nonth :hm 'l n tleedent Unit. Ill emi It
Gittitig. 711w Role, of fthe (,1new, Apots. pp. 76-79; fil idl at13. tile iallti gi o3l)ilg' ill les( (lilting ((3 (el

GH Q. FEC. Otdci of Baltic Ilioo3 i l.0o3. (,hiillese \%et c *Oi l u13). al lilies, ad divisionl',

ConlzlllSt IRcgIlial (.31olul ( c , s ((,11,.Man3- 31 ml iUSAITt' I :;n ! D):4 1!).ge'i.' ' i,
chill1 la. a131 Itil K de). 9 Dv( 'tI A 1)IltI3a i i. 3( Ioth to Ii,, 1-15F1kb 53. pp 26-38; A Ipieiiidi. Soufth oip okon~
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Army Group had crossed the river' withi cachi in the IX Ar)my Group had been
little dIiffhculty, then moved southeast r'einforced by a fourth, giving it about
to the Chiangjin Reservoir in the X 40,000 men, and the group a strength
Corps zone. Although a Chinese army approaching 120,000. The total Chi-
normally comprised three divisions, nese commitment in Korea by 23 No-

TIABLE 2-TmlE MAJOR C11INESE UfN[IS IN KOREA
23 NoEmBER 1950

Xli1 Armly Group IX Army Group(

38th Army 20th Army
112th Div (334th, 335th, 336th Regis) 58dh Div (172d1, 173d1, 174th1 Regts)
113th Div (337th, 338th, 339th Regis) 59th 1)iv (175th, 176th, 177th Regts)
1 14th Div (3410th, 34 1st, 3,12d Regis) 60th 1)iv (178th, 179th, 180th Regts)

89th Div (265th, 266th, 2671li Regts);'

39th Army 26th Army
115th Div (343(E 3414th, 3415th Regis) 76th 1)iv (226th, 227th, 228th Regts)
I116th Div (3416th, 3417th, 3'I8th Regis) 77th Div (229th, 230th, 231st Regts)
117th IDiv (3419th, 350th, 35 1st Regts) 78th D)iv (232dl, 233d, 234th, Regts)

88th 1)iv (262d, 263d, 2641th Regis);'

410th Army 27th Army
118th Div' (352d, 353d, 354lth Regts) 79th Div (235th, 236th, 23701 Regts)
11I9th 1)iv (3551.h, 356th, 357t h Regis) 80th Div (238th, 239th, 2410th Regis)
120th Div (358th. 359th, 360th Regis) 8 1 st Div' (24 1 st, 2,12d, 2,13d1 Regis)

90th Div (268th, 269th, 270:11 Regts)

,12d Army
124th Div (370t h, 37 1st, 372(1 Regis)
125th Div (373(1, 374th, 375th Regis)
126th 1)iv (376th, 377th, 378th Regis)

50th Army A -poxixniate Si iengt Its
1,18th Div (1,121, 443d. +44' 3) Army 21,000-30,000

1 50th IDiv (8t,4t, 5t Regis) Regimnet 3,000

66th Army
196th IDiv (586th, 587th, 588th Regis)
197th Div (589th, 590th, 59 1st Regis)
I 98th Div (592d, 593d, 594th Regis)

di\Itched hom11 301h i mil.
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vemiber thus had risen above 300,000
me.12

ma tnor reason UNG intelligence
failed to reveal more closely the extent
to which the Chinese had entered Ko-
rea w-as their concerted effort to avoid
aerial observation through a rigid
march and bivoulac diSCil)linle, move-
mients under' thle cover of darknless, and

sub~stantial use of'secondary rods Inl
fact, UNG aerial reconnaissance had
made small oppor1'tuitiy to obser've the

Chlinese. Other- than Mosq~uito control
aircraft operating at the front, thle Far

East Air Forces had no planes comimit-
ted to visu~al reconnaissance, and as of

8 November available photo reconinais-
sance aircraft were committed mainly
ill support.- Of' thle attacks onl the Yalu
bridges 13 1These aircraft, appeared over
Sinijui an(I Manp'ojinl too late to spot
the crossing of the XIII Army Group and
wvere inl thle wrong p~lace to sight the

cr-ossing 01' thle bulk of the IX Army Hiding the fact further were code

Group). Thie area bCLetwee thle r-iver anld clesinationls th1 hnse1eltoiln

thle front1 was not entirely neglected, but 'eCieeue oiel

thle limited number of' reconnaissance atify ons derhgaso o t dpiveson was

plnslargely restri-ced coverage to abatlodeininfradiso.
l~atesBut even after' captives from1 thle inlitial

areas adjacentL to mlainl roads, anid( few engagement had exp)lained the designa-

sor-ties wvere flown at night. Conse- tions and correctly identified their

(II~ty very little evidence of the Chi- uis kpia nelgneofcr c
niese enltry Was froml thle a i.i units, okptly XI intCllnce officers ac

being inl Korea. By 23 November the

UJ.N. Command had acknlowle.-lgecl the

Applenian. South to the Nakiung. p). 768; 1 (1. FEC . pm'CSCIIce of' twelve Chinese in fan try
I~~~~~~~ lto o[teott tealAn. 1jul 52. lq. divisions whenl inl fact there were inte

USA4FFE. Intel Dig. vol. I, no. 3. 16-31 Jan 53. pp.

32-37; Futi ell. The United Stati's An, Foiee i Kowao. pp. armies with thirty infantry dlivisions. i(

212-13. ThFie units comit iited included thle
"SThec Fifill Ah Forcc's -1.5th S(ndo.tesnl eti h toiesLbrto ry h

vistial recotlaissati(e tunt i the tht"o" pt etly ll etiltePo)1'sLbrto ry h

%Vus not employed over Kotei until ean l% 1951. and 'otth FitI'uld Arnqt), commndedl by Liin
atfter 9 November 1950) the 1129 1 hot() jhanles of'

Bomnhet Comnm~id sNCI ci uc adon thv .ah!

because they povedi to be easy mat~u for thdi MiG- '[he 5 5th Unit, for exampleIC was the 391h Am,m~

15 :S. and~ the 1st Baftta'lioni. 55th Unit. was d ic 11 51h Dizision.

Appletnu South to tihe No/doug. p). 770; Fot tell. 39th Amyon.

Thew United State5 An Fopre in Kowao . 21i6-1 7. " App~letnan. South to the Naktong. pp. 752-5-i. 763.
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Piao, was tile stroti1gest, and its XIII porting thle efficacy of' this "mlan-over-
ArYGoup included armies hionored weapons" doctrinle were' sUccesses

f'or past achievements -with thle title of' against the Japanese and Nationalist
"ironl troops., 7 TIhe Thhd Fiel1d A~rmV, Chinese, and( most recently against the
commanded by Chen Yi, wais not partic- United Nations Command."'
ularly strong -as at whole, but its IX Armny Upon leaving their paen field al--
Group inluded atl least, one army cont- liies inl Chinla, thle two arm'ly gr'oul)S
siclereci to be at crack unit. But hlowever had come underif I-Ieadqna?1ter,, Chinese
highly rated by I'eople's Libe~ration A ~'my I'eolle', Volunteers, Specially organized
standards, the two groups CSSenltially f'or op~erations inl Korea. Under the
constituted at mass of' infitry withl lit- command of' Lini Iiao, the sp~ecial hlead-
tle artillery supplort. no armor or- air quarters was located inl Mukden, Man-
suplport, and lprimitiv'e, haphazard lo- churia. It was Lin inl Nukdenl, no0t Kiml
gist ical support. Thecy were, character- 1I Sting at Combined Headquarters Inl
istically, poorly equippjed. Individual Kanggye, who made the basic tactical
and crew-served weapons, f'romn com- decisions, including those affecting the
panx' to armIly, were at collectionl of' operations of North Korean forces. But
diverse makes and cal ibers; other publicizing thle Kanggye headquarters
edIlil)mlentL Was eq~ually mixed; and( both tinder the North Korean p~remier ats
weapons and equipmnent wecre inl short controlling all military op~erations lent
supply, small arms to such at degree that sulpportL to claimls made(I by both1 Clli-
ats many as t\%W)-thlids of' some int'antry nese and North Koreanl officials that
Unlits lacked them. Their strongest the Chinese presence inl Korea was sini-
points wvere exp~eiceI anld mor1ale, ply thle !'eStilt Of' inldividuals and tUnits
Most of the troops were veterans of the having volunteered to assist the Nor'th
recent civil war. and vir tually all senior Koreans. 0 (Chart 5)
of ficem's had fougtmth Japanese (ItIr--
ing W'orld Wil II. Their high morale__
presum laly was thle result of el'fect ive ' '\ea(t' .;og.Iu .~oci :?iliu~,m

inAciwn (New NYot k: C.olumia( U ni ci sit v Pi ess. I1967j.political indoctrination, notit hlstanl- pp vi-vii 5-7. 83-8-1. 173: Samiuel B1 (" iffitli If. Thew
ing that former Nationalist Army inin- Clo, PeopdeA I ibcoawin A? my (New Yoi k: Nic(;i 'w-

berIs CouiSt ituted mt11ih Of thle strength,1 I lili Btook Compaiiv. 1967). 1). 13 1: Gittiigs. Theo Rohc
0 of he (:hinw Aiy. p). 77: DA Pai -5 1 . lI1itdholok oilof' tlie intervemntion Force It was Oil a Me (,hm,~ ComuwAIUI) 7 Dctt (0. pp, 8. 66: ibi) i

comlbinlationl of, mor'ale all([ guerrilla Sep .i2.pp.,'38-39: G.1 IQ, FEC. ()I dl(i of'Batile hno-

wai'fhm'e tactics thlat Chinese lea ders had ... ltoit. Chintese Comillunjs Regillai GI ouid Fl ( es
1,(Chit,:,. Mandlui im. and Kot ea). 9 tDec 5 1,

long depended to compemisate f'or in f'e- t'Hle shaipe of thle CititIeSe field (ommtid \iouhi
iority inl weaponls and eqltilpillt. StyI- chide UNC intelligence foi' some ui. AS late as,

Mat ch 1951. t, example. the liightli Atim% inilli-
getice of lucir p ould state otitls that 'it is poblle thait

7o 01ice, s of tilie Pt'opli',% Ibitin t welt. niot thle N in Cx :r Atnl Gi oup may, ht: tile Contiolling
dlcsigiiaed In' litottitial milks .1% inl the( U.S. At iny headquaitisof 4I CCF ant ies.'. UniCoilm ttd.- See
11001) Coll]titt.Iitldei' hld poiiioiial raniks aind statil E ighth Atimy l'IR 234, 3 Mat 51.

cgnoent., foi- example. thld (Ilie posit tonal la.nk of ci nuent onl 7 Noveinhet staed th1at *'Voluiteei n titis
Ieglinital (oi)in.,tndei . .iitd .tt1 egiincntiIl st1if1 offie 'ol lfilned 1\ tilie Cli iese p~eople pai tiP ipated inl opera-
hield thle eqi salent t atik of askisi ,Iii egiitetal conm- tioi ailoing with thle People's Atitued Folt c's. ind1(et
ttatidlr. See DA Pain 30-5 1 . Hlandtbook ol the' Chinese tile unified (onluitiad of thle Genieial II ealquatt lt S."
Comns Amuy. Sep 52. pp. 75-76. Oii I I N ovenmbetr a spokesman Im fbGhou Fn-lai,
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CI AwR 5-ENEMY LINES OF CONUMAND
23 NoVENmIE'R 1950

HChinese PepesNorth Korean People's Army GHQ, North Korean
V Oolunteers -- o-Chinese People's Volunteers People's Armyj V Combined HO

r - -- -- - - -------

Chinese People's North Korean People's
Volunteers Units Army Units

- -- Coordination

Giving, China's entry into thle war at ated deliberations leading to the deci-
venleer, Of voluntary paiipt~i~fon cvi- sIoll to enter thle war. nevnin
(Ienth, had two purpos)0es. Ill China accor-ding to tile samne source, had been
itself', the image of'vln'11taryV actiOnl Was stouitly opp1osed by at nunihcie of licking
projected to gantotal popular supp)Iort a1t, 1111 -t iCS. I Cl i~ling S0fliC P'OP1Vc,
material and mioral, for tlie commit- Li/ewlion A)-) ' officials. They had ar-
mient inl Korea. Otherwise, that imiage guled that tile newly established regrime
attempted to reduce thle risks ofiter- needed peace so) that it could concen-
vention, plrimarily to mitigate thle U .S. tra~te oil national reconst ruction and
responise. According~ to at former hligh- thlat China, inl ally case, Could not af'-Z, 0
ranking Commuin ist P~arty mlemiber, ford to accept the risks of' waging war
concern that Chinese forces micy-ht be with at first-rate power like thle United
def'eated inl Korea, that Amiericanl States.,), Officials inl favor of* entering
f'orces might invadle the Chinese main- thie \\ait had insisted that thie threa to
land, and that the United States mnight China posed by at U NC victory inl North
emlploy t(lie atomlic h)01111 had permle- Korea nlladle it necessary to accelpt the

Clii~t\tuiusti o loteig atait~'.aotiitted h~uCli- lhis %%I, (Ciou Chitlig-weti. a )i otlitietilt wI ier
niese oi ces wet e lighting ill Kow a hut deiiiedl othf( al atnd sltolti .itt( lot nici pt e'sdett of' Nortdiwestet 0
I e9)onsitbilit% As P pi(Ceets the spokesitiati uIed ile U nivet siv% lin Ml)i111tt ia. w ho hield high pait ly pisl
Ft eiicl assistauu e to the Anieri an colonists (1l ig (liolls fl eight ecats. C:1 h boke with ile Pekinlg
tie Revoltitionatr% War andl the Inividuailnt volttiliet S. t egillie and~ flud to IHong Koiig ilt 1957. See Chiiu
including Amiet atis ;iid( Bnui t'i. i'h tSpaikli Civil ( :iiig-wett. en YealoJ Stmi,, (Newv York: H olt, Rine-
XWat . 011tikCS ttikkei ('11i i te hi~ oi t(Cs to enlter hart andI~ W~instonI. I1960).

K~~rd r'~ckd ;a~,'h-: e :~ig. he iemit' I iqm~a aut ig iiot lit- o(ii Iv (oliteiiimoraiintis cvi-
soiie i nis eie aked o.i le% iettised. pt Csuted. detu e. A 6 Novemtier 1 950 edlin nial inl tile Ien-Iniu

to Sign Statetments voll ieetlug thliu set vice iii t(le jilt-pao (Pleqap' Dadiilv). lit otff lit i ol (loiti llist Patllv
W1aic. See Whiting. ChinOw ~ei the Yalui. Ill. 1 37-38. oigan ii i Clinia. statll anid lien relited dhe vicis s ol
andC Geoi ge. I he LII?te')C oiiUiiiifslrOI~ i n Acion. fll* those who hadit oppose0d Cliitia's i ittetveiit ion.
156-57.



58 EBB AND FLOW

tile United States as a "paper tiger."
The Unitedi states could be def'eated,
thle claiml Weilt, l)cCus its straeg
rested oin its atomic bomb and air force.
This strategy could not be devastating
to a rural China and left U.S. ground
forces so weak in numbers that they
wvere incapable of wading ground wvar

ilk ~fire onl a large scale.-
~ On thle other hand, that the Chinese

believed they could make important
p~olitical gains bilt wvere Uncertain of
achieving any gr-and-scale military suc-
cess is jpeiceptible in a ret rospect ive ex-
planation of China's decision for war
attributed to Premier Mlao 'Ise-tUng. A
victory, accord ing to Mao, wold immlie-
cliately raise China's international sta-
tus, a stalemate between backward
China and a power like the United

CHOU EN.LAI States would amount-11 to a victor'y for1
CiiO I NI ALChina, and a defeat would simply re-

quLii'e that China engage in at war of'
risks. TIhe pr incipa an d winnin~g au gu- resistance as it had clone against .1apan.
men t for intervention may have been Evidencing concer'n that JPcop~t',s Liber-
that China needed a friendly lbufter (lion Army forces might be defeated
state along, its MNanchurian bordler. A in Korea and that the U.N. Command
minimal Chinese goal in entering thie might carry thle war into China, For-
wvar, then, was to maintain a Democratic eign Minister Choln Enl-lai inl reporting
P~eople's Republic of Korea, but not, nec- thie international situlationl to a gr'oupl
essarily to restore its 38th paraillel of government officials soon af teir
b~order. 23 Chinla's intervention announced, "We

Whether the Chinese p~redletermhined are p~reparedl to withdraw, if' ncessary,
at larger military objective is less evident, froml thie Coastal provinces to thle hinter-
Some of thle first forces to enter Korea land, and build up the Northwest and
were told beforehland that the objec- thie Southwest provinces ats bases for a
five was to drive U NC troop~s out of 1lng-dr-awnV-out Nwar."2 ThIe Chinelse
Korea and that they could expect at
q~uick and easy victory. Propaganlda alp- '1Co e h ini ~n~ntAn nAto.p
pearmg Onl thle wRiir imo0 tiC fi l ,oonl 164. 187: T'otg 'Fo'' Ainm'oo IFnimemi China. tpp

,dwrCorrs cosse theYal mared 76-78 Oin page 578. Tang 'I souit etaLs that ina~tf~e Iore' cosse the 'alumarkd II ,mi' \FIli)d II;nnkkan . Nich
.Jinlg-dhen. I'eo/ih/i Libi'iatinn Aimly Chief of s a if.

~ 1 tngTson Itmci eniFadne i C/an. 941-950 ictmitked.-'Al iii all,. China lives oil (i t ills. What a.11
(Chicago: Uttieisit y of Chicago Pt'ess 19ti3), pp. atoil bombsh do0 titel e?'
575-77: Chion. Ten Yea, '-('Stormi. pp. I 17: Whiting. 11 omdi lo.TnYei fSo n .II7.C(Inn
(;hma Gremei the Yaln. 1). 155: Gittiogs. Them Role of the mtile's tItlat lie~ was olle ofi tile' grltp to whiln Cholu
Chineseiimy. pp.i 83-W6 En.Ilai Spoke.
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(lid inl fact remove ilachinery and other broken contact, group commander Li
material, including the hutge furnaces 'ien-yu set Out light forces to screen
of' ani important steelworks, h'-om the his major units, which assembled farl
coastal provinces. Thus is appears that north of the line reached durIin~g their
thle Chinese entered the war no01 conlfi- initial attack. As disposed onl 23
denly, bilt. ginlger-ly.2 November, the gro'5P six armies were

Thie voluntary disengagement of thle located tenl to fifteen miles north1 of thle
XI1I Army Group onl 6 November is fuir- Eighth Army fr-ont. The 50th and 661hi
thet' evidence of how wvarily the Chi- Armies stood opposite the I Corps inl
nese entered the Nvar. Trhe disengage- thle NVCst; the 391/h and 401/i Armies were
menC~t suIggests that Lini Piao Was centrally located north1 of thle IX CorpJs;
reluctant to continue operationIs With- the 38t/h and 42d Armies were above thle
out a greater Concentration of force and ROK 11 Corps inl the east. 29

' Thie 42d
ordered a l)pause while the IX Alrmy Armny earlier had opposed X Corps
G;roup/. completed its move into Korea, forces below the Changjin Reservoir but
or' that, the Chinese leadership sLIs- had shifted west into the Eighth ArmIly
peiiceil op~erationis untiil thle UNG re- zone after being relieved by thle 201hi
sponse to China's intervention could be -rm of* tlie IX Army Group. Thie latter
determined .27 These considerations, of- groutp, also deployed With major units
course, could have been restraints only assembled behind screening forces, was
briefly. The additional army goupJ now located above and west of' thle
reached thle Chiangjin Reserv'oir by) mid- reservoir. Group l~co111mander Sunlg
November, and by the last. week of thle Shih-lun had set the 20/h Ar-my to thle
month it wvas clear' that thie U.N. Comn- west and south of Yudam-ni, inl the pathl
otland would limit its reCspons1e to bomlb- of' thle X Corps' Coming westward drive,
ing Yalu bridges onl the Korean side of and had assembled thle 261/i and 271/h
the river. However cautioulsly and tenl- r ill i thle moun.1tinls to tile no1-i't
tatively the Chinese may' have inter- and northeast of the reservoir')
v'ened, their uilt imate decision, evidentlly This arrangement of forces fol1lowved
niade soon after the XIII Army GrouP a long-existing Chinese concep~t of nuo-
broke of'f its ojpcning attack, was to re- bile defense designed for operations
soim offensive operaitions. P~erhaps r'e- agrainlst a superior f'orc.' Aimed not
lieved whent the U. N. Command dlid
not ca rry thle war to Chinia, atnd per ~- fi cpw . andl ai I si hpobt (I e(Iiccate( A mctie it an
liaps enicou raged by t lie con fident tone infant an aiti mminied testills as satislat tot'\ See
of' field appraisals of' tlie iniit ial battles- Apl)1eman. South io t/h' Na/long. pp. 71 9-20).
esp~ecially those wvith U.S. forces-the I ihe 501/h Aynv was i mei I) Nationalist Clin'

(:1 iiiee hih conmai~l ciiclded hat 60th At i. which had (ietfccd en tttasse din tug thieChiesehig co man coclued hatcivl wat . it was kept immai ex( ept lot heinig given a
hie tWO a1 mly gro1up11S wOld be able to Commitunist .tda e. See Gent gV. I'he C;/in'w Commu~,nist

opeflIte sIICCessf'o I ly algalinst he 'Unlited-1 AonV In Aiwn. 1)6.
Nations~~ Comn.2  

'i(l. LFSA FiE. Intel D~ig. \ol. 1. no. -1. 1i-5S leb :3.
Naionis' ale) i IIAij >ou i 8-33. :36-38: ibid.. no). 3. 16-3i Jait 53. ppt. 3

Ch(ilt les e tfesive ta( tics wotiltl Riot iiititilie thle
2"Fang I sou, Ainewdi' F'ulntet i nhna. pp. 578 79. des elop nit of .t tmal)i Ilie ofr i I'l d 11tiitil IlittlillI

(A Roli. Ten Yrivetji S/tp pn 1. 117. tile wai when the lritt btecamne stibiliied duintg at-
27 Whiting, C/mg Ciooe t/he Ynlu, pp. 132. 1 38-39. mist ie negotiat ions See Miono. itq Eigh thI At my.
" '1' hield apprtaisals lattided Antet ican e(Itiiimiei. 'niNt Tactics.- 26 D~ec 51. cotpy inl CM II.



60 EBB AND) FLOW

to hold ground butl to destroy opj)os- imajor forces well b~ehind screening
ing forces inl brief actions, the underly- units that Eighth Army pa~tro)ls and X
ing strategy was to invite attack; fight a Corps assault forces hadl encountered
delaying action while allowing the at- only outposts after mid-Novemlber.
tack force to p~enetraite deep; then, at.a Showing little awareness of their adver-
point of Chinese choice, counterattack sary's doctr'ine, however, UNG officials
suddlenly while the opposing force was had assumed from the light contact that
ill-prep)ared to receive the assault." the Chinese had withdrawn into posi-

It was beCauISe theC Chinese deployed tion (lefenses f'ar to the north, and they
had interpreted the dleep, voluntary

1Like all i'eole~s Libe, at ion Army' Il ecepts. tile stiat Withdrawal as further indication that
egy I ellected I he guerrilla wat Can I(cloctIine (levelojwed the Chinese were wveak illn nu ilbells.
h% Mao Tse-tung. As Mao expounded it i his classiC WVithi unwari'antccl olptimism, then, the
study. Onl the Pi otacted Wet?: -To achieve qutick dleci-

soweshiouild genei allk attack. not anl eniemy foice Eighth Army and X Corps started for-
holding a p)osition. btt One onl tile mtove. WVe should wadon 24 November, believing that
have ( mncenti ated. hef'orehaind uinder covei.a i
fot ce a1lng thle lote hi 1ougli which thle atem i I they comfort ably out numbered enemly
sm0e to padss. suddl~enly dlescendl him while lie is Forces andc CexpectiI10 to ecouC1-nter these

ing e iilcdo ,nac himi hefoi lihe knows ~iat inl defensive positions that1 their wveak-
is happenling. and (oniclude (lie fighting w\ith) all speed nsadpr~stermsin a
If thle bat tle is well fought, we may annihilate til h e sadpr psterm sinhd

emie nenv oic 0' te ieai an ira ~ofh. forced them to establish.
Es en if the I;attle is not well fought. we m1ay still in flict
heas castiali ies.- See Wh iin g. China (1cssrs the Yaln.
pp. i3233, for a coi ielation of Mao's teaching with Eighth Anmy Plits 118-135, 7-2-i Nov 50. 1 lq,
Chinese st raiegp so Far employed inl he Kom eamo Wai USAFIFE. Intel D~ig. vol. 1,. no. *l . 1 -1I5 Feb 53. p). 26



CHAPTER IV

The Battle of the Ch'ongch'on
The Advance to Contact Commonwealth Brigade. At center, the

IX Corps included the 25th I nPrntry
While General Walker fuilly expected Division, the 2(1 hlfntry Division, and

the Eighth Army to encounter Chinese thle brigade-size 1st Turkish Armed
when it moved north, thle lack of'reveal- Forces Command, which had not vet
ing contact inl his zone left him uncer- seen combat inl Korea. Thie RO K 11
tamn about thle location of enemly posi- Corps, Oil thle east, would operate with
tions. From a study of' air' sighitings, thle ROK 6th, 7th, and 8th Divisions.
aerial photographs. and prisoner of' war 'le 1st Cavalry Division and the Brit-
statements, his G-2, Lt. Col. James C. ish 29th Independent Infaintry Brigade
Tarkenton,. traced two p)ossible enemly were Walker's immediate reserves.
(lefense lines. Thie nearer line curved While inl reserve the Cavalrymen wer'e
f'roml Chion gju northeast thrlough to lprotect forward armly suipply poinits
'IFacb'~on and unsanl above thle wecst- at Kunu11-ri, located jtust below thle
ern half' of' thle army front, then e\- Chlongcbi'on River' inl thle IX Corps
tendedl almost dlue east into the moun- area, and( at Sukchl'on, fifteen miles
tainls r'oughly tenl miles above the South of thle river onl Route I behind
eastem'n segmlent of the Front. 'ilhe sec- thle I Corps. The Br'itish brigade, at re-
onol line started atl Sonich'on. twenity cent arrival inl Korea, Was cLurrently far
miles lbeyonld Chonigju, and i'an niomth- to the south assembling temporar'ily at
east throuigh Kulsong, Omjong. and Kaesong, thir'ty miles nor'th of* Scoul.Y
I-Iuichi'oi and into the Taehacks as [*,fit Eighth A-Ilmy unlits With 110 assignl-
as tile nor'thern enld of' tile Chiangjin ment inl tile attack included thle 187t11
Reset'voir. Colonel Tar'kenton esti- Air'bor'ne Regimenlt al Combat Teaml
miated that tile Eighth Ar'my wouldl and the Philippine 1001 Battalion Comn-
meet somei 48,000 Chinese and sever'al bait 'Ireani. which were guarldinig supp)Ily
Nor'thI Kor'ean unlits defending impom'- inlstallationls inl tile P'yoiigyang-Chinl-
tant r'oad centers along these lines.' ianip'o ar'ea, and tile RON I II Cor'ps

WalKer'(dist ribu ted assault f'ornces withl Four' recently activated or' teacti-
evenly f i' thle advanice toward thle SuIs- vated RON divisions (tile 2d, 5th, 9th,
l)Cted lilies. Ill thle West, tile I CorpIs
Comnipri-edl tile 24th1 Icill tiy Division,
RO K 1st Division, and British 27th EIiighth Aiy opn Mani H), 14 Nov 50. Eighth

%VD~ i. Sulm. Nov 50; Fox.' "I ter-Alfied Co'
Opel at ion 1)tili lg Contbd)t Opelt ts : Eight iiArtiy
G3: Situaution Ovet hi'. 23 Nov 50: 1 Coqps l'OR 216.

Eighth Army~ Ilt Rs Iig1i135, 7-24i Nov 50 23 Nov 50: I X Corps WDt. vol. 11, an. 3. Nov 50.
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GENERAL MILBURN (lft) with Secrelaqy GFENERAL. COUI.TER
(011 Army Frank Pacejr.

and I11th) which was operating against and 'aech'on, holding his British bri-
guerrillas inl central and southern gade inl reserve. Ma 'j. Geni. John B.
KS'orea. The infinti'y battalion from Coulter, inl command of, thc interior IX
Thailand had just finished processing Corps, kept the Turkish brigade inl re-
at thle U.N. Reception Center and was serve at KIIn-r6, Sent( One (liviSion
enl r-OItC to P'yongyang onl the eve of' north astride the Ku~ryong River toward
the advance. Replacing the 'lhais at thle Unsanl and Onl'jong, and moved his
recep~tion center was thle Netherlands otherl divisionl Lip thle ChI'oIgch'on Val-
Battalion, which had reached Korea onl ICY inl thle dir-ectionl Of' Hlich on. Onl
23 November and was to receive two thle armIly r-ight, Mahj. Ccii. YuI H-ae
weeks' training lbef ore Joining opera- Uetig, thle ROK I I Corps commilanlder.,
tiomns. 3  started two of, his three divisions north

Onl the morning of' thie 241lh Maj. throuOtgh tle mIounttain1s towar-d terrainl
;en. Fr'ank! W. Milbu in1, com-tmandet' objectives aligned with those of"

Of thle I Corps, senlt his two divisionls Colte-'s Forces."
wes ad northwvest tow-m-d Clmogjl

Eighth At my WD). Nat. Nov 50,. 1 C orp% p 04.
18 Nov 50): 1 Corps Opt IDir 23, 19 Nov 50: 1 X Col I)S

Opt 1Plan 3, 18 Nov 50: 1IX Cor-ps O)pn 1ir 8. 20Nov
Eight Army Op)n Pl1an I5. 1-1 Nov 50; Eighth At my 50: IX Corps Opt Iit 9, 23 Nov 50; ROK 0pn Mlan 5

WI), Sttun.t Nov .50. Fox, "Intct -Al licti Co-operation (Ovet lay). aid Rpt ol Staff Visit to I1I1(0K Cot ps oin
Duoring Coimhat Opet atiotis." 23 Nov 50. bot h in IX Cot ps G3 Spot Rpts, Not, 0).
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At thle I Corps left, Maj. Gen. .1ohin 1-1. southleast of'Unsani the Dolvin force re-
Church's 24th Division led off with a covered thirtLy Members of the 8thl Cay-
regimental attack over Route 1, its 21 St alry who had b~een cal~ttirecl at Unsanl
Infantry and at company of tanks mov- inl early November and then released
ing westward toward Chiongju, eighteen by the Chinese. MTost were wounded
miles outL. Onl the corps right, two regi- anld frostbitten. 7
mients of' Maij. Gen. Paik Sun Yup's Maj. Gein. Laurence B. Keiser's 2d1
ROK. 1st Division suppIorted by a coin- Division, at thle IX Corps right, sought,
pany of American tanks advanced onl no sweep)ing first-dlay gains Since it was
T'aech'~on, mloving upstream onl both already threec miles ahead of the 25th
sides or thle I aeryong River over sec- Division. Rather than risk anl open west
ondary ro0ads that, converg1ed Oil thle ob- flank, CGeiieral Keiser ordered short
jective tenl miles northwest. General moves by his line regiments, the 9th
Church's single regiment marched anld 38th1, to mass along the lower bank
more thanl half'way to Chongju during of'the 1Paengnyong River, a westward-
the (lay, receiving only aI little long flowing tributary of thle Chl'onlgchonl.1
ranige small airms fire fromt the hills InI the ROK 11 Corps z~one, gains by
north of'Route I as it moved. Two pla- the RC)K 7thi and 8th Divisions rangecl
toonls of' Chinese infantiry and a ditch from a quarter to a full mile but none
that delayed the tanks were the only at all against two enemy b~attalions dug
opposition to Getneral Paik's forcs, %Vito inl near thle boun1dary betwen theml.
established nlight defenlses withinl four1 Ini oi ie of the deeper gaini s, the 3d Regi-
miles of' Taclhon. ment of' thle ROK 701 D~ivision at the

III the left half' of the IX Coirps Zonle, COI'I)S left Camte up1 to thle Paengnyong
the 25th D~ivision, commanded by Mai. Riveir and tied inl With thie 38th lnifai-
Gen. William B. Kean, nmvd north.I try of the 2d1 Divjsioln."
astride thle Kuryong River towaird U n- Cliongjui and TI'aecli'on remained thle
san with two regiments and an armored immediate I Cor'ps ob~jectives onl 25
force, Task For'ce Iolvin.'; General November. Chiongitu, ji-reviously tagged
Kean's 35111 and 211th1 Infiitry Regi- ats a p)robable centeir of' enemy resis-
ments onl left and right, respectively, tance, was empty when the 2 1 st lInfan-
advanced four miles unol)lposed, while
Tlask Force LDolvin inl the middle moved 2t i 11.0Nv5;2t i p 52

seven miles along tile east bank of the Nov). Div 201 18v . 2 No 50 25th iv t R15,2

Ku ryong, rceiving onlly smlall rm-Is fire' Nov 50;35th inF Opi 0 1). 22 Nov, 50: 35th t ill I h,1t
as it coveredl thle last mile. Four miles Rpt. Nov, 50; 351h hil Unt Rpt 413, 241 Nov 50: 2-*tl

t ill Opn 0 20. 22 No% 50: 2-Il il* WDi, 24 Nov 50:
2Ith t ilt Utut Rpt 54, 2-4 Nov 50: IN Corpi G;3 Spot

5Eighth Army PI R 135. 24 No\ 50: 'Cmt ps t'0Rs Rplu%, Entri"' I1,179 andI 14191. Nov 50: I N Cot ps G2
219 and 220). 24 Nov 50; 2-Ith i)~v %i). Nov 50: 24Ith Spot Rpts, Entry 2411915 Nov 50, I itct ogatiol of'
Div 01 70. 19 Nov 50: 21 t Inf Unit Rpts 138 ;md 139, Released U.S. P4 (Capt Ray j . Y'antis).
23 :id 2-1 Nov 50. 82d ijv Opt 0 10 20 Nov 50- 2(d Div Wi), Nat'.

"he on-.frte !ed 1,y I C ot Weho n G~. 1)01viii. Nov 530: 2d Div' W Jill. 23-24 Nom 50. 38th Ini lo 0)pi)
l-ollullmlder of tile 89t Ii Medium Tantk Baitalioi. inl- 20. 22 Not, 50: 38th ill Nat Stuin, .Nov 51). 9tti it if
chided Company 11, tile Assault Gun latoii. and tile I list. Nov 50. I iic 11.
Reconinaissance Platooni of thle 89th; the 25thI R coti- " Eight h A rmy i'OR 406, 24 Nov W0 IN Cot ps Sit
nlaissanice Companly: Conlpam, E- 27th I niatity: Ovet lay. 2,12400( 'Nov 50, IN Coi ps G3 Spot Rjpts,
Company 11, 35th Intiantry; and the 821 3thi Ranger Entm y 1535. 24 Nov .50; 2d D)iv G3 jilh. Enti Y It13.
Cotmpaniy. 24I Nov 50.
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try entered in midafternoon. Ini 1)Iep)a- The ROK 11 Corps advanced onle to
rationl f'or widening the 24th Division's two miles againlst opplositionl that var-
advance, General Chur11ch mleanwhVlile ied in much the same pattern ats onl the
moved the 19th Infantry out onl Route previous clay. The corps ccenter conitinl-
I to Napch )'ongjonlg, eight, miles b)ehindl tied to be at trouble spot, and at the fiar
Chonlu. 10 The ROK 1st Division, onl right, tell miles to the rear' of the South
the other hand, had founl~d during the Korean f'ront, an enemly force tested
night that T'acch'on would be harder the 16th Regiment of the RON 8th Di-
to take when Chinese supported b~y at,- vision protecting thle corps5 and armily
tillerx' and mortar fire couinterattacked east flank from positions some eight
along thle east bank of the T1aeryonlg Miles east Of thle village of'Yongclong-ni.
and forced part of General Paik's r-ightl Thie force, presumably Chiinese andi
regiment two miles to the rear. Al- possibly at reconnaissance uinit since it
th10ogh the Chinese lifted their' attack was reported to include at hundred
after daylight, they allowed the South horse cavalrymen, struck the eastern-
Koreans only to restore and improve most battalion of' the 16th and lifted its
Slightly their' I)txCx'OuS p)ositionl. Paik's attack only after forcing the South No-
f'orces west of, thie Taeryong held them- i'eans to withdraw two miles."1
selves to a small advance while those onl Although the second clay of advance
the east regained lost ground. The had pr'odutcedl heavier enemny fire and
division was still three miles short Of' local counterattacks, General Walker's
Iaech'on at clark onl the 25th. f'orces had little reason to lose eiithusi-

Encountering no organized enemy asm for their ren ewed offensive. All cli-
positionis but receiving considerable visions had gained grouticl1. InI the I
Jllg range small arms, machine gun. Corps zone, the 24th D1Iivision. having
and mortar. fire, thle two IX Corps clivi- occup~ied Chongju, was onl the Eighth
sions gained two to four miles onl the Army's first p~hase line, and thle RON
25th. At that rate the 25t1 D~ivision 1st Djivision was close to it. In the IX
astride the KurIyonlg Onl the corps left Corps zone, the 25thl Division was not
was easily withbin a clay's acdvanice of' Car' from Unsan, and the 2d1 Division
Unsan. Onl the corps right. thec 9th had macde progress in) thle Chl'oiigchl'on
Ifiiftry of the 2d Division moved two valley. Despite rougher going in the
miles up lie Chi'ongchl'on valley. Taeback ridges far'ther east, thle ROK
closing into positions split by the 11 Corps also had putshecd forward.
Ch'ong~ch'on with the bulk of'the regi-
mlent onl the wecst side of'the river. The
38th In fltIt mleanwhlile staved at th e 1111 5. 2.5 Nov 50: IN dot ps P1 R 60. 25 No% 5)0. 2d
Paengnyong except for patriols thlat Div \V). Nai. Nov :50: 2d Div G3 Activ Rpt. Nov 50:
searchedl ab~ove the river to cover thle 2d1 Div G3. lot. Enut 32.25 Nov 50: IN Cot ps WI). 25

9t'seat lak.12 Nov 50: IX Coi ps POR 183. 25 Nov 50: Figlitt Ai myl9th' cas flak. OR 4108. 25 Nov, 50: Eighth Arto G3 jl.id Lnn

1525. 25 Nov 50.
______ Io~tigil A itiv P R 4119, 25N( -W:, 5o'i.'*' , n

'"I (otj) ps Il Di 24. 2411800 Nov 50: 1 Coi 1p G3 jilt. Eniv 19.55. 25 Nov 50. Eighth At to Pt R
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Casulalties had 11o1 been heavy inl any walld froml thle Ch'on1gch'on1 to tile lower
of thle corIps zones. -he advanCe, more- bank of thle Paclignyong. Beyond a hialf-
Over, was SOOfl to be reinforced by thle mile gap to the right of the 9th, thle 2d
X Corps' attack from the east. Walker and 3d Battalions of thle 38th Inlftntry
issued a single order onl thle 25th, onc carried thle division line along thle South
that shor1tcnled thle finial objctive linle bank of'the Paenignyong to thle bound-
Of' thle ROK 1!I CorpIs to conlform1 With ary with the ROK 11 Corps. After a
the 27 November attack by General daylight p~atrol, Company A of' the r-
Almond's for'ces. Otherwise, hie inl- serve 1 st Battalion was inl per'imeter' two
tended that the Eighthl Army would Miles noi11th Of thle Pactignyvong.16
continuie its advance onl the 26th as Two miles behind fihe 9thl 1 rfantry
Originally Conceived."' the headqutarters, tank companly, andl

The Eighthl Army's optimism still 1 st Battalion of' the 23d InfaIntry occul-
hinged oil thle assumption thlat tile Chli- pied a posit ion ar'ching rrim thle lower'
nese had not tapped their' large Man- bank of thle Chi'onigchi'on eastwai'd
churianl reserve f M. offliisive operations acr'oss the v'alley road. Col. P~aul L.
inl Koirea. Although thle Final army intel- Freeman, commander' of'thec 23d, hlad
ligence rep~ort onl 25 Nov'ember showed takeni these forces Forward dur'ing the
anl increase inl Chinese t'oices opposing day underi Geneiral Keiser's order to
thle advan1ce, tile new2\ figureC stood at pa~ss throtugh thle 9thl Infhnu'ty onl tile
only 5,1 ,000. jut6,0 mr a the 26th. When Keiset' later postponed this

1 )re-attack estimiate. Ill reviewing possi- Change. Colonel Freeman hield his r'e-
ble cieemy iactions, at'mly (>2Traikenton mainingo battalions near' K1unu1-x'i and
added only that hie now exp)ected enl- deployed is leadiiig unlits behlind thle
elm, Foirces to empjloy local Counter'- 9th, amlid thle ri'ling positions of' three
at tacks inl Conjunction wVith t heir' artillery battalions Suppor'ting thle divi-

cle ene. 5 501Sio advance.
Between dark and midnight two Chi-

The hinee 41acknese r'egiments struck the 9th In anlti'y
TueGhiu'~il/ckinl thle Ch'~oiigch'onl valley while at thir'd

At dark onl thle 251th thle 2d1 Division hlit tile center' of thle 38th 1 nf~ntt'y's
occtupied at fifteen-mile rronit center-ed Paciignlyoiir p)osit iol. Conlilg soulth-
il thle Chl'ong(ch'ol v alley twently mliles Cast f'i'om1 thle ai'ea above thle 25th Div'i-
northl of, Kunot-ri. (M1ap 4) Inl thle 9th
1 11falit ry sect ol' at theC div isioii left, thle "I'li _i(ount~ of l joite oeiin eniat ;( ka~gaiiIt
comll)anieS Of' thle 3d Battalionl anld ill[ tie 2d lDivisimi i bme o)i4Cl ill( thfollowinig som e,;: IX
bu11t one comnpany of' thle 2d1 Battalionl (:ops G2 Spot Rpts '299(1. 2997. m;id3026, '26 Nov

occupied sepairated posit ions atop) thle 50 2d D~iv PIR 68. 26 \No\ 50:; 2d Div (. u,26 Nov
first ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 2dige wetof e honc'oi At ' WD). 26 Nov 50. 2d tDiv Ai t'% POR 94,

'hes r'idees of' t ileimn was01gJIol eas No 5t; I st (:;v Dni G3 I ii. Em 1v 15, 26 Nov 50:
The emaider f, ile egilicil Wa~aS19dilit i. Nov 50; 9th lilt PIR 75, 2C Nov 50, Im~
ml,)' 1 lil lhoiOng-h southeast- Boi. 9,thtii. WD), No\ 50: 2d1 tIli 91h Ilut, L'iiii J:i,26
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30007 K600. CG ;( ighth At tnm to C/S Rd KA ('t at, i e%)L' itiitimiit. 1 985 Getic Ai Palmer wwi; tile divi-
25 Nov .5( Sioin artitici I otolawdet of thle tm Ct(a~ atv tDiisioll
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sion, one enemy regiment advanced in In company with the attack from the
several cohlmn1S tOwald the two battal- northwest, a second Chinese regiment
ions o" the 9th Infantry west of the struck south along the east side of the
Ch'ongch'on. Moving mostly over val- Ch'ongch'on. While some of its search-
Icy trails, the Chinese missed the 2d ing colunms hit and hurt the Ist Bat-
Battalion's hillop positions, which talion, 9th Infantry, another moved
Nwere farthest north, but found either behind that battalion through the half-
the front or lanks of the three sepa- mile gap between the 9th and 38th
rated companies of the 3d. At the sound Regiments. Part of the forces reaching
of bugle signals, the Chinese in file the rear area overran the Ist Battalion
changed formation for assaults that command post and aid station, then
through the night gradually pressed the climbed Chinaman's Hat to join the
3d Battalion toward the river, Forces who had broken away from the

Other columns of the same regiment Ist Battalion, 23d Infantry. Following
infiltratecd the gaps between companies this juncture, the Chinese moved off
and waded the cold Ch'ottgch'on to hit the Rat and again attacked Colonel
the 1st Battalion, 213d infantry, and the Freeman's battalion, focusing this time
61st Field Artillery Battalion just north on the refused right flank cast of the
of Colonel Freeman's positio.' 7 The valley road. Freeman lost part of* his
strike startled the 61st into retreat, es- flank position but then shifted forces
pecially the members of Battery A, who, to the cast and blocked the assault. Near
after their commander had been killed dawn, the Chinese again withdrew to
and all other battery o!'ficers wounded, Chinaman's -liat.
abandoned both guns and v"hicles. A Farther east, some of the Chinese en-
few artillerymen withdre\s eastward, tering the gap between regiments dis-
but most of them, with Chinese follow- covered and assaulted Company G,
ing, moved south over the valley road 38th Ilnfantry, holding a detached posi-
through Colonel Freeman's position. tion at the west end of' the 38th's line.
Though the confused southwar'd rush About 2330 a third enemy regiment
of' American artillerymen and Chinese opened an attack against the 38th's
infantry complicated the defense, centel, part of it sutrrounding and en-
Freeman's forces eventually beat of'f the gaging Company A north of' tie Pa-
Chinese without losing grottnd. Seek- engnyong, the bulk crossing the river
ing both cover fr-om Freeman's fire and to attack at the boundary between the
a position on which to reorganize, the 2d and 3d Battalions. Pressing f'rontal
Chinese pulled away and climbed a low assaults against the central companies,
but Rtgged mountain, called China- F and L, the Chinese invested portions
man's Hat, located northeast of Free. of the company positions, ,hen called
man and immediately below the rear- of theiir attack near 0230 after sufTer-
most position of' the 1st Battalion, 9th ing heavy casualties.
hfntty. Within two hours tie Chinese tre-

:-_ htewed their attacks against the t'egi-
r ie61st Field mie tdl ei vattalonwasa Ist Caval- Imental cetnte', this time forcing Coin-rn Di~l ion uit that had bee n atttach d to the 2d a i s F nd L O'W t d - W T 6 -

Dniistoito ptovide additionai dii o anies F and L to with d raw. 'Their
9h Ifiantly. withdrawal, although short, isolated
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Companies I and K to thle east. Col. slip out of' the encirclemenit and withi-
G~eorge B. IPelloe, the regimental corn- drawv eastward into the 2d Division
mander, countered near dawn, attack- sector. Against this new threat, Kean
ing with his reserve 1st Battalion, less ordered the bulk of his r'eserve 27th
Company A but with Company C of' Infantry to assemb~le behind the wveak-
the 2d Engineer Combat Battalion at- enled p~osition of the 24th. Leaving the
tached as the third r'ifle company. Start- 2d Battalion to back up Trask For'ce
ing fromt a p~oint west of the enemy p~en- Wilson, Col. johnt H. Michaelis, comn-
etratioil and moving east into, the mandler of'thec 27th, started thle i'emainl-
Chinese flank, thle 1st Battalion cleared dlet' of' his regientg twr th2ih
the area suf'ficiently to permit Colonel sector' around mIlight.2 '
Pleploe to restore his central positions. Ini the 2d IDivision sectol', General

West of'Lthe 2d1 Division, Chinese also K4eiser spent thle 2601 i-ebuildlig his lineC
stru'tck the 25th Division (Ilurilig thle inl thle Chi'ongch'on valley. Near dawn
night, centering at small but.sharp blow lie authorized Col. Char'les C. Sloane,
on Tsk Force IDolvin onl the east side commander of'the 9th In f" Iitry. to pull
of'the lKuryong. In at give-and-take lbat- inl the 2d1 Battalion, wichd, although it
tie that r'an the cour'se of'i the uiit and had sur'vived the nighit without diffi-
into the morning of' the 26th, Colonel culix', Was l)i'eCaIi'iOLISlY separated f'roml
1)olvinl's f'orces lost one of' twvo hiills at the remnaindler of thie regiment. Colo-
their' f'oiwarimost positiol." ri el Sloane lhen established thle entir'e

Although'l thle 25th had not b~een hit r'egimenut inl a tight position faucinig gen-
ill strength, General Kean canceled ei'ally northiwest onl high ground along
planls for' Continuing thle advance onl the thle upper bank of'the Ch'ongch'on. Tlo
morning of' thle 26th. Against at possi- comlpensate losses inl thle 3d Battalion
lble renewal of the attack at the division the previous night, Ke .iset' gave Sloane
centeir, hie merged thle 1st Battalion, all but Company C of'thie 2(1 Enigineeir
24th Inifantry, and all IDolvin elements Combat Battalion F'or use as inif'antr i'y
except thle r'anger' company (-whichi East of' the Ch'ongchl'on, Keiser as-
withdi'ew friom thle friont) into TIask signedl the tst and 2d Battalions of'the
Foi'ce Wilson undeir Birig. Gen. 23(1 inffauitiy to def'end the gi'ound jUst
Vwmnard Wilson, thie assistant divisioni below Chinaman's I-lilat. While Colonel
commllanidei'. ' Freeman birought the 2d1 Battalion upl

A hialf' how' af'ter' noon thle Chinese friont Kunut-i'i into position at the i'ight
Switched attention to thie r'ightmost po- of' the 1st, members of' tilie 61st F~ield
sition of" Col. johnl TI. Cor'ley's 24th Airtilleryv Battalion, t Keiser's order', re-
I nfantry, Surrounding two comlpanlies turnedl to thle positionl they' had vacatedl
of' thle regiment while they were rceiv- tlhrigle night. just above Fireeman,
ing at supIply airdi'op01 inl soiiewlat, i.So- anld IeCOVered mlos, of' (lie equipment
lated positions at tilie east flank. Most
memnber's of' tile two units managed to hD'W) 6N'~2~Dv0 12 o

50: 2.1t i of WD,. 26 Nov 50: 1';1 B... 2 111 idi . WDi. 26
25,~ D,1 i 9-5-2 No, 5,..~ 0. .2 *flh Dk P'( us (34 No% u 0. '71 if l aim Nai . No\ YU.'21u11 lilt U1111 Ri

and 6.). 26 Nov: 2,5h D~iv Pt R 1.5). 26 Nov 50. 82. 26 Nov 50.
25th D~iv WDt, 26 Nov 50: 251h ijv 0 i 20. 26 Nov 2d Dijv WD). Nov 50. 2d1 iDa% 6.3.1id 26 No% 501:

50. 9th lilt I lisi Nai. Nov 50.
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they had left b~ehind. As thle oWher tWO hie had to remain north of' this road to
artillery battalions that had bcen below inIsure- thle receipt of' supplies and to
Freeman already had dtonle, the 6 1st hold open anl exit route should a with-
then moved south to new and saf'er drawal be calledl.24

lpositionls. 2 By noon Pe1)loe knew that his prob-
Keiser gave his sole remaining re- 1cm was much greater than just hold-

serve, the 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry, a inig a i'oad-p)or iterior' positionl With
blockin g assignment behlind Freeman's reduced forces. Fragmentary reports
fi-ont, placing it a mile east of the v'alley made it clear that the ROK 11 Corps
road town of' Kujang-dong onl a lateral had beenl Under attack flor some time,
road leading- to and serving as tile main that the South Koreans wvere not hlold-
supply route for the 38th InFintry. Sev- ing their positions, and that the 38th
eral timies through the day Colonel Inlfantry~-) Was Fast hecominig thle r-ight
Peploe had asked division to rcinforce flank unit not only of the 2(1 Division
the 38th Infantry with parItt of' the 23d1. anld theC IX CorpIs lbtt also of' te Eighthl
His central comlaanies had been se- Army.
verelv reduced 1wv casualties; only a Tlhe liecemelil information coming
handful of* Company A's men returned out of -.he ROK 11 Corps sector left
to the regimental line after fighting free obscure the exact chr'onology of' the at-
of* encirclement nor'th of' the Paeng- tacks against General Yu's frwces. It apl-
tiyon g, and Company G, after its en1- l)Cat'ed that ClU6'ing the pt'eC'i0Lu5 night
gagfemlent at thle west enld of' thle t'egi- a Chinese r'egiment had skirted thle 2 1st
mental linle, counted no~ more than one Regiment of' thle ROK 8th Division at
oil icer and sixty men. lBut Keiset' had thle ficir r'ight of thle Eighth Army F'ront
judged thle Chl'ongchl'onl valley to be thle and broken through thle flank position
more critical area. Although Fr'eeman's of the division's I16th Regiment six miles
3dl Battalion could have been sent to east of Yongdong-ni. A sti onger for'ce
Pcploe. Keiser' chose not to commit the of' two r'egiments at the samle time inifil-
last of his r'eserves to thle linie.2 tmatecl the ROK f'ront at the center of'

Peploc thus was left to his own r'e- the 7th D~ivision's position and at thle
sour'ces inl def'ending his Paengniyong boundaryv between thle 7th1 and 8th1
lposition. However hie decided to hiold Divisions. By 0800) onl the 26th heavy
his gr'ound. lie had to take into accoun1t enemlly I '-eSSUme had developed across
that no( not'th-south road ser'vedl his the entir'e Corps f'ront except inl thle sec-
sector. The only accessible road r'an lat- tor' of' the 3d Regiment onl thle west
et'allv close behind his forwat'd units, flank. By that hour' thle 8thi Division's
westwat'd to Kujang-dong and south- 2 1 st Regiment onl thle cor'ps east flank
eastwar'd towar'd 'Fokchl'on int thle ROK had givenit up its p~osition and moved
11 Cor'ps sector'. Ilt setting a def'ense. South to Yongdomg-nii, and its l0th1

Regiment was withdr'awing to thle same

2d D~iv WD). No\ 50; 2d1 Dki G3 Jl. 26 No% 50 2 area. Elsewher'e, as r'epor'ted at that
tDi' ArtNS3 i.2 o 0.3 i. Nmu Sumi io'or y(i IX Cor'ps liaison of ficer'
SI): 2:Id I i WiD. Nov 50i

2d1 Dnu \% 1). No% 50). 2d iu 0.3 jni. 26 No% 50.
t8i In of Rpt . No% 50. 2 1, 11 Inof Conid Rpt. Nov 50.
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with General YuI, "things are slightly roads leading south fr-om Tokch'on and
Coll ISed.,,2,- southwest from Maengsan. Hie inl-

fin thle late morning iours the Chi- tended to hol1d thle IPukch'ang-ni area
nese who had inf iltrated thle South Ko- with the remaining stiength of the ROK
rean front moved tenl miles south to 65th Division and while holding his posi-
Tokc'tion, blocked the road serving as tion there to reorganize his 7th and 8th
the mnain ROK supply route north and Divisions ats the remnants dirifted SOUth1.
South of town, and trapl1te 2d1 Regi- But until and unle1SS suIch a reor1ganliza-
ment of'thie reserve ROK 6th Division tion could be accomplished, thle ROK
inside. Another Chinese regiment at- 11 Corps could not be considered anl
tacked south between thle 5th and 8th effective for-Ce. 7

Regiments of thle ROK 7th D~ivision, inl- After learning of the collapse of the
dlucing both to withdraw. Since the 8th ROK 11 Corp~s, Colonel Peploc bentl the
Division already had left its position, 38th Infantry's line. Retaining his 2d
the withdrawal of' thle ROK 7th's 5th Battalion inl its western position above
and 8th Regiments left only the 3d thle road to Kujang-donig, hie p~ivoted
Regiment onl thle original fronit. TIhe the remainder oft the regiment oil Somin-
3(, too, soon~ vacated its left flank posi- doug, at village near the center of his
tionl anid sought, safety by sliding west- sector, so as to form at horseshoe-shaped
ward into the IX Corps sector behind arc running from his existing left flank
thle p)ositionls of the 38th 1nfailntry. 06 eastward to Som)inl-d[ong, thenl south-

phus, near noon of' the 2(6th, thle east along the high grotind rising west
ROK 11 Corps front f olded. General of the road to 'Iokch'on. lPeploe's forces
YuI attemptjed thrloughyl the afternoon~ completed this shift by 1800, thuls se-
and evening to establish a new line be- curIin~g thle reCgimental suppIly rou1te anld
tween Tokch'on -.-nd Yongclong-ni b)ut refusing thle Eighth Army's new right
was dlefeated by broken communica- flanlk."
tions. thle Confusion of, thle withdrav, ils, Peploe's adIjulstmIlen t, of' courIse, pr'o-
alld( continued enemy pressure. By tark tected thle flank only atl the immediate
thle Chinese who hlad Come1 throu1.gh the Front. As rep~orts of thle RO K I I Corps
center of' thle cori)S fr-ont fully Conl- failure reached armiiy headquarters,
trolled thle 'rokch'on area. TIhe smaller General Walker mnoved against thle pos-
group) that had comei inl from the north- sibility of deeper incursions from the
east had seized Yongdong-ni and no)rthbeast.
mloved south another four miles to the From T1okch'on and N'Iaengsan, two
villagec of,' Ma'engsanl. YuI lanned lnext roads entering thle armily rear. were openl
to dlefend Pu kch'ang-ni, twelve miles to the Chinese, onle leading west From
southI of' TIokch'on , ait the junction of ' Tokch'on to Run uI-ri, thle ot her ru-111

niug dleeper th rough Pu kcl'ang-nii to
Fighth At my WD. G3 SS Rpt. 26 No% 50; tI-t~ uc'n loboktedee OuteC,

Arm\~ (;3,jn. 26 No%. 50: Eighth Armyt. P( R '1 10. 26 Walker reClieved thle 1st Cavary IDivi-
No%. 50 I X (:oi p, IP1 R 6~ 1. 26) No%. 50: 1 X Cot jr G

~ hg909V 252255 Nov 50: IX Cot p. G3 Spot
Rpt I 692. 260800 Nov 50. -7'-ighuthAt ti> (13,1m.26 No,5:!h!:~m V

1 Eighth A\t my G;3 SS Rpt. Bt ieflttg lot (:(;. 26 Nov SS Rpm. 27 Nov 51). IN C~oir G2 Spot Rpm 3050,
50; IXN (:ml p.. M R 6 1, 26 Nov 50. 1IN Cot p%. PI R 62. 261505 No\. 50
-ti. 2. 27 Nov 50. 2d Div G3( j Ii. 26 No\. 50. 38th Io oml d)1( Rpm, Nov 50.
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sion from protecting supp~ly installa- chopped off by a dleep) Chinese pene-
tions in the Kunu-ri and Sukch'on areas tration fai'ther east. Milburn ther'efore
(substituting the 187th Airborne Regi- ordered General ChurIIch's attack to a
mental Combat Team and Philippine hialt. Church meanwhile committed his
10th Battalion Combat Treami for that 5th Regimental Combat Team to the
mission) and ordered it into position at, right of' his twvo regiments on Route I
Suinchl'on and along the road to the east. in at gap betweeni his division and the
Division commander Maj. Gen. Hu- ROI st Division, created and widened
bart R. Gay schedled the move to be- ats they had moved forward onl diver-
gin onl the 27 th. 2 9  gent axes. 'hiis move pro'tected against

To deny the Tokch'on-Kunit-ri road, an enemy strike from the '1"aech'on
Walker instructed General Coulter to area, where Genieral Paik's Forces had
send the IX Corps reserve, the Turkish spent a difficult (laly b~eating off'several
brigade, from Ku nu-ri eastward over strong Chinese attacks.,
that road and to clear Trokch'on. Once Ini less that twenty-finr hour11s, Chi-
Tokch'on was retaken, Coulter was to nese attacks thuLs had achlieved effcts
lace the Turks in defense of thle town both wide and dleep. T[he Eighthl

and tie their positions to those of' the Army's advance had been brought. to at
2d1 Division to the Dorhwe1Vst. CouheIr full halt; the ROK 11 Corps had been
miovedi one battalion of' 'rurks to Wa- knocked comlpletely out of position and
won, about tenl miles east 1o Kunu1.-ri, almo1st comII)letely out Of' action; and
before midnight and lplatned to asseml- along mlost Of' the ilrmiy line, command-
lWe another battalion there by daylight. ers had been obliged to redeploy forces
At that time thie'Turks were to start for in an attempt to p~revent f'urther Chi-
Tokch'on. Since employing the '1urkish nese gains. By the night of' thle 26t1h,
brigade would leave Coulter with fe~w however, no( one at Eighth1 Army head-
uncommitted tr'oop~s. Walker also or- (tuarters had concluded that the Clhi-
(lered thle British 27th Br'igade tr'ans- nese hadl op~ened a ma jor offensive.
fei'rec to Coulter f'romn the I Co'ps andi '[here was concern over thle collapse of'
moved to Kunu-ri.") the ROK 11 Cor'ps and the j)ossilbility

While Walker was able to dIraw troop~s that thle Chinese mnight exploit thle
from the qie1ter- I Coin I) Sector, Genl- Sou~th Korean wit hdrawals. 'lhe intelli-
eral MI'ilburn-l was by no mecans f'ree of' gence staff' raised (lhe estimate of Clhi-
the threat p~osedl by the Chinese imtacks. nese strength opplosite the Eighth Ar'my
Although thle 24h Division farl out onl f'rotn 54,000 to 101,000. But the lpredic-
Route I appeared to have anl Opel road tion of thie enemy's most likely course
to thle Y~alu ahlead of' it, any advance of' action continued to be that thle Chi-
would per'ch it onl at limb tnhat coUld be nese would "conduct anl active (defense

in depthI along p~resen~t line emplo)ying
st t'ong l_ ocal countet'at tack. '2Ini TIokyo,

Rad. (.X 30017 W00 X . CG I'ighuI; A;in'' lo; CG Nfij. Gen . Charles A. Willouighby, thle
ki ( v D~i% oi al., 26 No% 50; Eighdi A;ii' m% )R -112.
26 No%. 50: Eighth Ai m%~ G 3 SS Rim. 26 Nov 50, Fighol;

.Rad. (N 300)19 K( ( ( . (CG EighthI Arm;;y to CG ' 2,1h i v WD). 26 No'. 50. 1 Co; ps N )R 225. 26
IN C orps.. 216 Nov 50: Rail. (; 30022. CG; Eght h No 50
A; io myo CG I( Cm~ p- el A- 26 Nov. 50. Eigl;ih An;;'. IR 137, 26 Nov 50.
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Far East Command G-2, tended to At the I Corps right, Sut Ching-hutai,
Cagree. Reporting to Washington thle 661hk Army commander, struck hard
around noon onl the 26th, hie stated that at the ROK 1st Division in, th~erTaech'on
"should the enemy elect to fight inl thle area. Moving strong forces down thle
interior v'alleys, a slowiig down of the east side of the TFaeryoing River after
United Nations offensive may result."~ dark onl the 26th, St quickly pushied
T1he Chinese, meanwhile, prepared to the I11th Regiment out of position while
contintue what they called their Second at smaller force hlit and lpeiieti'ated the
Phase Offensive. 12th Regiment west of the river. Thie

12th counterattacked and restoired its
The Second Phau, Offrnsive positionl by daybi'eak, and General Paik

cominntted the 15th Regiment to help
Inl op)ening the offensive onl the night the 11Ith onl the east side of' thle Tacie-

of the 25th, XIII Armyv Group coin- Y011g. But. Snt strengthened his attack
niandler Li'ien-yu had ainmed his mainl through the 27th and foi'ced thle two0
attack at the IX Corps, in) particular- at ROK reg~iments east of the river to with-
the 2d Division, using units of the 39Ih draw five miles)"
and 401hi tArinwe. Inl secondary attacks, Sit's attack posed a distinct threat to
for-ces of' the 3811? and 42d llrmies had the 24~th D~ivision sinlce its Con1tiilltil
puished the ROK 11 CorpIs out( of )Osi- conceivalbly could carry the 661h AIrm 'y
tion inl the east while units Of' thle 501h~ along the east side of' thle laeryong
anid 66thi. mainily thle latter', had thrlough the 24th's rear airea. SuchI a
launched assaults against thle I Corps move wvould cut off General Church's
inl the wvest. Li nlow planned to attack troops, all wvest of'the iriver'. Against this
inl greater strength. H-is western effort possibility, Church onl the 27th moved
Was to conltainl Milbur'ls f'orces while thle 1 9th Infantry fromn Napchl'otmgjong
hie continued his mnain attack agrainst northeast ward to Pakch'on, where it
Coulter inl the center, and hie now planl- would be cent rally located inl thle Corps
nied to exploit the ROK 11 Corps' withl- sect or onl the east side of( the Taeryong
drawal and envelop thle Eighth Army inl good position to block to the north.
froml thle east. 1  H-e also pulled back thie 2 Is( Regimienlt

T[he XIII AIrmY Group struck all along from Chongju to Nap)ch'ongjonlg.'7
the Eighth Army lineC durin-g thle nlight The 66111i Army commnd~er had had
of' the 26th and through thle 27th ex- a good day, advancing five miles. fore-
cept onl the west flank, where the 50t/h ing thme commitmnmt of' the ROK 1st
/1r-1/ 'VWas umildlr in1St'uctiOnlS to conutaiin D~ivision reser've, and inducing at Cal.-
the 24th Div'ision. Othler' than aerial ward mdeploymen t within the 24thI
obser-vcrs sightingos of' nui'ilous en- Division. Inl addition, Sit's f'orces ad-
emly g'OuI)S ill thle high land mlass above vancingt down tilie east Side of thle
the center of' the 24 tb's sector', G;eneral Taei'yong had un1covered Ihe lef't flanik
Chur'ch's F'orces had no Conlt act *:, of, thle 35th In ufantrmy amnd created anl op-

S( htibed. Policy and Ihiecwn. 1). 2741. 1" C orr, Ill R 73. 27 Nov 50; 1 Col), 11O )Rs 227
USA FFL Intel IDig. vol. 1. no, -1 . 1-[.5 Felh 53. .11d 228. 27 No\ 50
Ibhid.; 24th Di% %V). 27 Nov 50. Ibid.: 24tih Div WID. 27 No\ 50.
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portunity to envelop the 25th Division Infantry, assembled in reserve three
fr-om the \vest. This open flank was only miles behind Wilson's fi'ont. But before
one of the problems facing the IX the 21 could move, some of tile Chi-
Corps: as the threat developed on the nese who had gotten in rear of Wilson's
west. the 39th and 40th Armies pressed line reached the battalion's assembly
the main attack against the 25th and area. The battalion held its own in the
2c! Divisions from the north, and the ensuing battle but was unable to move
381h Army started west toward the 2d north. Others from the same enemy
Division to exploit its previous successes group bypassed the 2d and attacked the
against the ROK II Corps. 8th Field Artillery Battalion in its fir-

On the west wing of the main effort, ing position near tie village of Ipsok,
the 39th Army attacked south astride the another mile south. Electing to with-
Kuryong River during the first hours draw, the artillerynmen first lowered tie
of tile 27th against the left and center tubes of their 105-mam. howitzers and
of the 25th Division. The 117h Division fired point-blank into the attackers. The
of the 391h moved down the west side howitzer fire along with that of small
of the Kuryong toward the 35th In fan- arms and automatic weapons stalled the
try while the I115th and 116Ith Dii.iom Chinese and enabled the battalion to
advanced against Task Force Wilson on disengage and move to new positions
the east side. Light forces leading the four miles to the south without losing
1171h drove in the 35th's outposts equipmnt °.
around 0300, and an hour later two Unlike the 117th Division west of'the
regiments assaulted the 35th's main Kuryong, the two divisions on tile east
defenses. Supported by mortars and disregarded losses and launched re-
machine guns, tie Chinese dented the peated assaults against 'ask Force Wil-
regimental line but lost heavily-374 son. Judging Wilson's position no
Chinese bodies later were counted in longer tenable and wary of* the threat
front of the position-and broke off of envelopment posed by the Chinese
tile engagement around 0800. 8  in the T'aech'on area, Kean in mid-

East of the Kuryong, the leading morning of' the 27th ordered his divi-
forces of tie 1151h and 1161h Divisions sion to withdraw four miles to an east-
struck Task Force Wilson at the same west line running through lpsok. ro
hourt' that the 35th Infitntry's outposts strengthen his defense, he assigned tile
were hit. The initial assault carried 27th Infantry, less tile 2d Battalion, to
some Chinese behind the task force a sector of the new line between Task
line, and al'ter first contact the Chinese Force Wilson and the 24th Infantry."
increased their attack force to two full General Wilson used the 2d Battal-
regiments.- '  ion, 27th In l*tntry, to cover the (disen-

Il response to the intensified assaults gagement of' his task force and by 1830
on the task force, General Kean or- had his units ill 'he new position. By
dered forward tile 2d Battalion, 27th that time tile 35th and 24th Regiments

"25th Ili) PIR 131.27 Nov 50: 25th Ii I ()Rs 67 MO.: 2501 In IORs 67 :d 69. 27 Now 50:27th
and 68.27 Nov 50: 35th inf lli,, Rpt. Nat, Nov 50. hil I list Nat. Nov 50.
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onl the flanks had completed their with- maincler of* the (lay, Freeman worked
cirawals, and Colonel Michaelis had to reestablish his regiment inl approxi-
taken hi,, 27th Inftintry to its assigned mately the same position it had held

sector'. Having r'eached thc Ipsok line, tlie previous evening. ..
Kean once more had his left flank coy- Ani hou1r before midnight onl the
ereci by the ROK 1st Division, and his 26th, another strong force of' Chinese
f'orces were f'ree, f'or the moment atl attacked the 2d Battalion, 9th Lnfiantry,
least, of' the punishing assaults of the near thle center of' the regimntial line
391/h Arm'. 42 onl the west side of' the Chi'ongchi'on.

Onl the east wing of the main attack, Supported by fire f'rom mortars, 3.5-
thle 401hi Anny struLck at several points inch rocket launchers, and( recoilless
along the 2(1 Division front1 . Shor'tly af-I rifles, (lhe Chinese loosened the 2d Batl-
ltr (lark onl the 26th, Chinese forces talion firoml its l)oSitionl anld puished it
came off Clhinaman's Hil at i aIwo- against thie west hank of' the river. Inl
p)ronged assault onl the 23d In~fantry's disarray, and at the expense of' sonme
position just. east of' thie Ch'ongch'on. weapons and equipment, thie battalion
One prong penetrated the northeast- forded the river and entered the 23d
ern corner of' Colonel Freeman's line Infitntrv's area about the time Freeman
and reached the regimental command was making his first attempt to regainl
pot fbrc.(inlg Freeman and( his staf'f'back his command post site. As the battalion
to the 1St, Battalion command post at crossed, Colonel Sloane, theC regimen-
quar11ter-mIlile sou~th. Freem1anl counter- tal commander, called down artillery
attacked, using Company F, in regi- fire onl the atrea his men had vacated.
mental reserve, and the headquarters The Chinese neither Followed the bat-
comlpanies of' the regiment and of' 1)0 1h talionl across the Chl'onlgch'on nor
forward battalions. He regaied the turned their attack against any other of'
Command post area but was driven out Sloane's units."

ag inlot immediatly by fire frm After crossing' the rivertiennof
thle surroun11ding high gound111(." 3  thie 2d Battalion regained some order

Electing to await first light bef'ore at- and reass-mlcd by midafter-noon near
tacking again, Freeman puIlled all his KuJang-diong. Thiough, thle battalionl was
f'orces south to lpositions around thle Is( by 110 mleans prtimledl For f'urther actionl,
Battalion commiandl post. At dawn the Colonel Sloanle was obliged to recomi-
1st and 2d Battalions retuiirned to tilie init it to hielp protect hiis ec f fanik,
former regimental headquarters a rea, which had beenl made 11101-C susceptib~le
foun1d that the Chinese had withdrawn, to enemy attack by the 25th Division's
and recovered most of' thie hecadquau - withdrawal to I pso'k. By evening of' th
ters eqtIplnemi intlact. Thrlou~gh the re- 27t1 lih 2d Battalion againl was onl the

west side of' the Chi'otgchi'on, this timei
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ait the extreme left of the regimental As Chinese appeared behind the fines
line.'"and( ats comp~anies were p~enetrated or

While Sloane and Freeman were able puihecl back, Peploe dispatched w~hat-
to concentrate onl well-defined enemy ever uncommitted force was availale
attacks, Colonel Peploe to thieir right at a given mroment to clear thle rear areat
became embroiled inl a melee inl whiich or plug at gap) at thle fr-ont. Battalions
the Chinese hit the 38th Infantry from gradually lost identity as lettered comn-
several directions. The battle developed panics beca me in term in gledi. Pep1 oe
inl at west-to-east pattern~ around the used the 1(0K 3(1 Regiment for extra
38th's archi or position at Somin-dong, help. Instructions down thle chain of
starting after dark onl the 26th when Command froml army had given him
Company C moved west to restore the control of the South Korean unit after
former Company G p~osition at thle regi- it had sideslippedl westward out of the
mental left. The company had gone 1(0K 11 Corps sector. Assisted by the
only p~art way when it wais surrou-nded 2d Reconnaissance Company, which
and~ split by Chinese comling from the hialted mIost of' thle withdrawing South
northwest. Some of the Chinese pa~ssed Koreans by blocking thle Kujang-dong
by thec encircled company, moved east road not far behind thle 38thi's linies.
between the fr-ont and thle Kuijang-clong Peploe assembled thle bulk of the regi-
road, and attacked Companies F and ment and inserted it piecemeal inl his
L, still holing thle regiment's central arc of' defenses."19

posit ions, fr-omi thle rear. At the same Notwit hstandling' these acddit ional
time, the remainder of thle 3(d Battal- troops, Pe1)loc lost ground onl both the
ionl to thle soultheast camte Under intense north and east, and inl thle afternoon of
and( accurate small arms lire from the the 27th hie ordered at withdrawal into
east. 17 thle Southdiwestern portion of thie regi-

This action opened at series of con- mental sector. Executing at covered
tulsed engagements lasting thle night withidrawval, the 38th and 1(0K 3d Regi-
and the daylight hours of' the 2701. ments at dusk occupied at p~erimfeter' two
Units of, thle -loth A rmy launlched hard miles inl diameter ceiitered midway be-
assaults onl thle 38th Infamntry fr-om thle tween Kujlang-dong and Somin-dong.
north11 while forces of' thle 38th A my v IThe new position allowed Pelploe's men
camte out of' thle 1(0K I I Corps sector Still to cover- thle KuLjang-dong- road, and
inl strong strikes from thle east. Both thle wit lid rawal gave themII a r'espite
attack groups, whose total strength was from attack.
estimatedl as high as two divisions, tried. General Keiser meanwhile (lecidled
with some success, to wor'k troops inl that the 2d imvision could improve its
behiod Peploe's linecs.' IXChances of, Stopping thle Chinese by

withdrawing into at Shorter andl tighter

2d Do,' sG: I'. .... 'I *I Rot EmpihI At mv IOR 112. 26 Nov 50; I X Cot psG
N o% 5 R(207.o 0 I ~t~ ; i Spo~t Rpt 1 757. 26 N ov 50: 2d IDn pm( i-u-4 27 Nox

" IX CrpI'lR 6. 2 No ,-0-.1 NCotps 2 Sot 50; 2d Div (;3 ,ni. 26 No\ 50:. :9,ith hl dCom(I Rpt.
Rpts 3108 atid 3172. 27 Nox 50: IX Cot p% G;3 Spot N ov .50.
Rpt 1830. 27 Nov 50; 2d D~iv G;3 ItmI. 26.-27 Nov 50z: " 38thIti0 Comd Rpt. Nov 50: Sit 0 ) elay with 2d1
3801~ In[C d~)t( Rpt. Nov 50. Div' POR 3-12. 27 Nov 50



76 EBB AND FLOW

linle centeredI onl the Chi'oigchi'oi ju Lst Kuijang-dong. III thle I Corps sector,
above Ku'Ljanlg-don1g and lying acr'oss a General Milburn had driawvn up orders
Series Of' hilItO1)S from1 a1 l)Oillt thre-e for a five-mile withdrawal Onl thle Hill
miles wVest Of thle rVive to al poinit fou~r by the 24dh Division and ROK 12th
miles southeaSt Of' it. Thie 23d1 Inifan- Regiment so that hle wVould hIvc at more1-
try wais to defend the left hialf of* the closely knit p)osition Onl linle with thle
line, includling the east bank of the remainder of thle ROK 1st Division,
Chl'ongchl'on, While thle .38th Inlfanti'y which had been puLshied back atL thle I
refused thle flank on thle I'ight. The 9th Corps r'ight!"
lnfianti'y was to assemble inl reserve, its General Walker's attention was di-
blulk at \'ongdam-ni five miles lbelOw i-eCtecl ill aI'.ticuLihI to thle thratM of'enl-
Kiijang-cong and onle battalionl at Pug- velopment fr-om the east. That the ROK
won another' five miles south. Keiser 11 Coirps could establish ef'fective de-
or'dereCd thle move to the new line to fenses at lluckch'aivr-ni was a Forlorn
begin the f'ollowing day.'" hope. Although General Yu had i'ecov-

ei'cl straggling tiroops of the ROK 7th
The hret (? Eneloliewand 8thi Divisions, no oirganized units

Ibret '? Lnvlo/w'nIof' the two divisions had r'eached thle
By nightfall on thle 27th1 ther'e was PUkch'ang-ni airea. Yu had new plins

little qutestin anywher'e inl the Eighth f 61' establishin g a delaying position at
Army that thle Chlinese wer-e on1 thle Pukchi'ang-ni and a (lef'ensive pei'ime-
offeiisive. The arm G-2, Colonel ter' thr'ee miles south of' the town wvith
TEarkenton, hedged a Ibit, dlesciribing thle the 7th and 19th Regiments of' te ROI(
simultaneous attacks acr'oss the armIly 6th D~ivision. But since Yu's coi-l)S trly
fi-ont and esp~ecially the str'ong daylight was clef nct, Gener'al Walker r'evisecd
attacks against the 38th lnfantr'x a~s hayv- his corps sector' assignments onl thle
ing the -alpeairance- of* a lplanhlied ell- evenl~ig of thle 27th to give General
emy offensive. To Col.johnt A. Dabnley. Coulter's IX Coirps resjpoiisibility fbi'
thle ar'my G-3, it was "evident that h~e N\'u's a1.e;1.5
UN offensive of' 24 Novemb~er had While widlening Coulter's sector onl
mer'ely anticipated a similar' full-scaleC thle ea(st, Walker recduced it onl the west

eney ofeniveby bou tw clys. 52  byv attaching the 25th D~ivision to thleI
Plans f'oi' continuing thle i.ghjth Cor'ps. Ile marked what, had been thle

Army off ensive wve'e not yet, can cled. boundairy between the 25t11 and 2dl Di-
But( theC IdjuIStIICIIt Of troop) clisposi- visionIS as thle new\ boundaryn betweenI
tiolls to b)lock f'i'-ther Chinese gains wais thle I and IX Corps and extended it
the or'der' of* thle day. InI the IX CoI'ps Solith IMI 5 1<11111-1-i and SunIchI'On, with
sector', Geneiral Kean alr'eacdv had thle twvo townis anld thle conn Iecting r'oad
pumlled the 25th D~ivision to the Jpsok m'stinlg inl thle IX COI-Ps sectoi'. ) iilY
line and Genieral Keiser' had order'ed kllv thle effoit to block enemy, incur-
thie 2d1 Division to consolidlate ajt Sioims fr~oml tlh(' nor'theast and east, hie

I Corp; Opti iDi 25. 27 Nov 50.
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attached the I1st Cavalry Division to thle of' Tokchion. To forestall at meeting
IX Corps and directed G'eneral Yu to engagement betwVen thle untried
give Coulter his 'most efTective division, Turks and the approaching enemy
01'coniposite .. equivalent." With these force, Couilter' instructed the brigadce
adjustments, (ihe IX Corps order of'bat- commander, Brig. Gen. Tahsin Yasici,
tie at dlark onl the 27th included thle 2d10 to place his unlit inl defenses seven
Division, 1 st. Cavalry D~ivision, Turkish miles east of Watwon. Misunderstanding
brigade, British 27th Brigade, and tilc Coulter's message, General Yasici
ROK 6th Division.0. turned his forces around and took

General Gay meanwhile had placed them to positions astride the Kunu-ri
two regriments of the 1st Cavalry Divi- road just east of Wawvon. Tihis left the
Sion east of, Sunchl'on. Thie 8th Cavalr-y Turks approximately where they had

was ssemlbled at Sinch'.ang-i. twelve first assembled, tenl miles east of Kunu11-
miles east of Suinch'on, and 7111 Cay- ri, and n1ow eight Miles soulth Of thle
alry was in] positionl astride thle Sunlch'onl p~er'imeter' into wich ColonelI Peploe
road at Kujong-ni. fifteen miles east had drawn his 38th and ROK 3d
and slighltly' north1 0f' SunIChI'on. Gay's Rgmns'
newest orders, received f'rom Walker Thle position of' te Ttnkish br'igadle,
just beh'e the division was attached to regardless of' Yasicis eiri. and thle
thle IX Corps, called for at seven-mile positionls of* thle 1st Cavalry D~ivision
advance onl the 28th to thle Pukch'ang- and ROK 6th Division out along the
iii area where the cavalrymnen were to Suinch'on roadI prov'id~ed at least sonie
unlite With thle ROK 6thl IDiviSion inl protection against an envelopment b\y
blocking thle road to Sulncl'on.9" blocking thle likely axes of' enemy "'l -

N orthIiwest of thle cavalry clivision. proach. B'y morninig of' 28 November,
across twenty miles of' ridges relieved inl any case, General Walker's attention
olyi by at westwi'd-flowinlg stretch of' wais dliver'ted to his northbern F'ronit
thle Taedongr River, tilie Tur'kish bri- whecre cluiing the nighit and earx morn-
gacle blocked thle Kunti-ri road f rom at ing hou's hiis f'orces again absorbed
position at Wawon. Early on thie 27t1 strong at tacks near' 'Iach'on, inl thle
tle Turks, accomipaniied by at platoonl Chl'on gchlon v'alley, and at thle aiin
of' tanks fr-om the 72d 'rank Battalion, east flank.
had star'tec ast f'rom Watwon inl accor- Ill (le west. thle 661h~ and ' 9th~ ArmwAs
(danice with Walker's pr1eViOtIS Orders to teamcd onl attack sotheiast anid south
clear 'Lokchi'on. But Genieiral CoUlter', b)(etl eeite laeryoiig and K uryotig
with Walker's approval, halted this r'iver-s a'OUIRIcl idighlt. onl tle 2701.
Move litear Midday after receiving sev- FEach ai mly dlrove toward Yongsanl-
erall reports of* anl enlemly regiment clong, at village centered between tile
moving westwar'c fr-oml thle direction two rivers F'ive mil~es bdhind tlie right

of' the ROK Is( Division aiidl(lhe lef't of'
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the 25th Division. Situated at the inter- huing Is regimlenit necar the Village of'
section of'roads serving thle flank Units Yongbyon east of the Kur-yolg.5

of the two divisions, Yongsan-dong wats 'rite 391hi Army also sent forces down
aI choice objective. Its seizure not only the east side of' thle Kuryong against
would Cut both1 r-outes bUt also would Trask Force Wilson. By dawn Wilson
give thie Chinese access to goocd roads had withdrawn fr-om contact to atpoi
leadling to Chi'onigchi'on River crossings tion immediately northeast of the 35th
some fifteen miles to the south and ifantry's new location. General Kean
southeast near Anju and( Kunti-ri. meanwhile moved the 27th Infantry to

Trhe 661/h Army enjoyed rapid success positions in line with and to the right
against thle i'edulced numlbers Of' thle of'Wilsonl's for-ce. 59

ROK I 1 th and 15th Regiments. Attack- The total result of' thle Clhiese at-
ing east and souith, the army occupied tacks against thle I CorpIs thrlou~gh thle
Yongsanl-(lng and, bef'ore easing its at- inight of' the 271,h was a wedge dIriven
tack near' dawn, drove the South Ko- about five miles between the iaeryong
reans one to two miles below the village. and the Kuriyong. Any deepening of'
The ROK giound loss, ats onl thle cilay the wedge p~otended the isolation of*
bef'oie, unIcoveI'ed the left flank of' the G3ener'al M'ilburn's f'orces west of' the
25th Division. The flank wats exposedl ['aeiyong and the envelopment of'
at the same ltme that thle 391/h Ar' y those behind the KurIyong.
lpuslied a strong attack dlown thle west InI thle IX Corps sector', the 401/i and(
side of' the Kui'yong against the 35th 381/i Armi' ep~eated tile pattern' of'thir
fInf'ant ry. priev'iouis attacks by launching sever'al

InI i-eSp)ouse to both threatIs, GeneCi'al reCgimlenltal aSsau-lts against the 2d IDivi-
Kean ordered Col. -enry G. Fisher', sion dui'ing the night al in the first
commander' of' thle 35th Ii'antry, to (daylight hours of' the 28thl. W\est of the
p~ull his regiment font' miles southeast ChI'onlgch'~on, two Chinese r'egiments
behlind thle KurIyong. Thiis mlove would concentrated onl the 2d Engineer Coin-
bItae thle 35th to the noi'thwest, th uIs bat( Battalion and 1st Battalion of thle
would t'efLnse thle division's lef't flanik. 9thI niffantry. Both battalions withldrew
and since thle new line cirossed the road acr'oss the Ch'ongchi'on. East of' the
leading southbeast f'ronil Yongsai i-dong, r'iver, three enemy regiments took
would obstt'uct any Chinese attempt onl turns hitting the M8ll Inf'anti'y f'romi
Ku ntu-ri. A f'tei thle Chinese assaulIts the nor'th and east, gradually foi'ciiig

agansttil 35h S~b~d~dal-LIId (ily Clonel Peploc's f'orces towvardl KUjang-
light, thle i'egimient stat'td South, battal- dlong. As a total ef'fect, the pi'essu'c
ions in coluinl, Ovei' a rou1te leading
thi'ou"ir Yon gsanl-dong. Unawaire that
the Chinese had taken the village, thle I Cop (:O1' 1 O' 2.30 and 231. 28 No\ 50'. 1 Got p
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From the northwest against the 9th Inl- At thle new line, the 21st Regiment,
filhntry and from the north and east onl refused thle west flank From a semii-
thle 38th1 Infantry was folding (lhe wings circular position we.sL of, thle Tacryong
of thec 2d1 Division's (let ense.(;() that llockedl Route I ait the left and

Attacks against the 38th Infantry touched thle lacryong at the r-ighlt jost
wvere still inl progress at midimorning opposite thle ROK 12th Regiment.
when General Walker radioed With- General Church assembled his remain-
drawal orders to General Milburn and ing Forces east of thle, Tacryong aroundIR
General Coulter. Electing to break lPakch'on.;
Contact long enlough to Organize more At thle I CorpIs right, General Kean
effctiive (letenses, Walker instruictedl broke contact with the 391/h Arm y by
Milburn to occupy a bridgehead over p)ulling the 25th IDivision some two
thle ClI'ongchlonl fr-om thle mouth10 of' miles South. Dissolving Task F'orce
thle river north to Pakch'on, thenl east Wilson, hie faced all threec regiments to
to thle river. Coulter was to dlefend at thle north astride the Kuryong. Tie
line fr-oml Pugwon, onl thie lower bank 35th Infantry returned to thle west side
of thle Ch'ongchi'on Five miles above of' thle river and occupied p)ositions ad-
Kunu-ri, southeast to thle village of' jonn0hs fteRK1t ei
T'aelul-li near thle Eighth Army-X Corps Ien Iatwr fro the 1tryn to a
boundary. The linle cutl all likely, Clii- poinlt juSt shotL of the wVest bank of the
tiese axes of advance, includinig a road ChIongch'on O1)l)OSite Pugcwon, thle 27th
passing through, T'aeui-li whiichi might and 24th Regiments barred thle road
be used inl a (tee1) strike atl 1'yongyamig.61 leading Southward From Yongobyon to

Thec withdrawal was under way by the ChI'oilgch'~on Crossing threecc miles
miidaFternIoon. In tile I Corps Sector. holow their lposit ion and to Ktinu-ri
General Milburn ulsed thle ROK I st seven miles SOLtth." 3

D~ivision as cover while the 24th and At nightffall onl the 28th1, as thle I
25th Divisions moved back to thle Corps Completed its Occupation of' thle
Ch'onigchl'on bridgehecad. G~eneral Paik Pakch'o n- Pugwon sector o' tithe new
emplloyed his I11th and 1St hi Regiments army flne, the South Koreans Cover-
inl thle cover-ing operIationIs While his inig thle Withdrawal wereC Still For-
12th Regimenclt Moved to a br-idgehead ward betweenI the( racryomig R~iver and(
sector- frot1 theC east. bank of' thle YOn9SanI-(lng. Thle tWO reCgimients had
'fa;er-yong to at poit four11 Miles duie F'ought OFF FOr-cs Of' thle 661hi Arm V
south of'Yongsan-dong. Behin d Paik's through mlost of the daiy, thle 15th Regi-
cover, thle 24t1.h Division withd rew easily. ment actually managing to regain thie

\'ongsan-dong crossr-oads. General Paik
2.11W.PiR 7. 2 Nv 5. ~~,~ 1 N kept them where they were, inistruct-

Du,% N\ 0-2d1 Emgi lin, Uni lls Ri o .0 I ng theml to wit hd raw to tile bridge-
3811h fll' Com p. o head after daylight onl thle 29th.'

"' Fighth Army G03 SS Rpt. 28 No\. 50: Eighth Ai inm
P! ~ 1 39 8 - .M R;1d (A 30051 K( OO. dX;

highiii At ty io CG IX Corps et ;it.. 28 Nov 50(1: I Coi p'. ( pn D~os 26 dod 27. 28 N o 50 1 Cohrps,
Col p'. Jpti it 26. 28 Nov 50; 1IX Corps. ()p 0 5. 28 l'OR% 23 1 anod 232.28 Nov 5(1: 24th Div WID, Nov 50.
No\. 50:251) lDi''Ot 23.28 Nov O: 2(1 iivj1112 "' I or P''Rs 2:31 and 232.28 Nov.50: 25th Ditv
28 Nov 50: I Corps 110t 2:31. 28 Nov 50: 6X Corps WI), No%. 50.
I'OR 192. 28 Nov 50. 1~ Cot p'. PORv, 231 and 232. 28 Nov 5(1.
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Ini the IX Corps sector, General 28th because Of' thle lttle COnlSL Ied
Coulter' dircted thle 2d1 Division to de- inl mloVingo tou1r1 regimlenltS (lownV the
lay thle Chlinese as long as possible as it Chl'onlgch'on Valley road. IMuIch of thle
withdrew to positions betw~een Puigwon timie thle road between KLI'jan~g-don~g
anld thle 'Irkish br-igade at, Wawon. and Kunu-ri was the sceneC Of at tight
Coulter attached the Turks to General trafficyljam.
Keisci' to unlif'y contrIol inl thle I.ugwVO- The 38th and ROK 3d Regiments led
W~awonl sector and, ats at final f'eature the withdrawal. Breaking away f'romi
of' the corps withdrawal, moved the Chinese pressing f'roml thle noirth and
reserve British 27th Brigade fr-om east, Colonel Peploc took his Forces west
KunuII-ri to Chasanl, l ive miles south Of' to Ku-jang-dong, then south to anl as-
SunIChI'on, whi'eI it wVould be centirally semibly about at mile east and( slightly
located to assist cit her the 2d1 Division South of' KIun u-i'i. Since it was thenl
oir thle 1st Cavaliry Divisioni. The cay- 2000. hie elected to await daylight be-
ali'ymen were to adivanice up thle f'oi'e OCCuII)yilg his new positions above
Sunlch'~on r'oad, not withdriaw, to joinl lIIunu-ai.
thle ROK Gth Division inl def'c nses near' Behind PellOe, thle 9th1 11infanti-' I-
1~ikch'ang-ni. For thle ltme being, cr'ossed the Cih'ongch'on onto thle val-
Coulter' issued no inlst ructionls foir ley r'oadl and imarchedl South to lPugwon.
plaig troop~s f'ai out to thle east at arriving about 2300. From P1.101VOn.

T'ae I-l."" olonel Sloane deployed his Ist Bat tall-
Gen~eral Keiser lanniled to Occupy his ion onl the west side of' th Ch'oiigch'oii

new sector by placing the 9th Ii Infantry opposite tilie town and to tile ininedi-
temp~or'arily ait lugwVon anld the 38th1 Mte i'ight I'e;I' of'Lthe 211th1 In fanti'x, 25th
I nf'antr'y and ROK 3d Reg-iment about Division. I Iowv the r'iver', Sloane's 3d
four' miles nolI't and noirtheast of' Battalion occupied high gt'ound a. mile
Kunui-ii between the 9th 1nfiitry and sou1th Of' Pu~g\Von and the 2d1 Battalion
thle 'Turks at watwon. 'rte 23d I nfaln- blocked the Valley i'oad fr-om positionls
try and the 72(1 Taiik Battalion weire to aI mile above town.
covei' these moves and fight at delaying At the tail of' Peploe's column andi(
act ion ats t hey themselves wVithd re\\. againi at the rear of' Sloane's foi'ces,
'[he 23d, once it reached 1Pugwon, was Colonel Fireeman had tacked onl a bat-
to r'elieve the 9th In Iliait ry, and thle 9th, talion of' the 23d lIntiy. Inli'erpai'a-
now severely reCduCed by casualties, was tion for' relieving the 9th 1 nficiti'y, these
lien to go into division i'eservc."" two battalionIs aIssemlbled two0 mIiles

Keiseir was unable to get all of' his belowV Pu~gwVon. Freeman's r'emain ing
unlits into t heir niew posit ions on thie f'oices, thie 1st, Battalion and thle 72d

ian keis, brough t up l te dlivisioin rear',

iX (~i p~Opit o\ ~figltinug of'f Chinese who sc:nsed
lXaoip p05.28 No% -AI op WiD. 28 Keisei's move and( began ti'ai lin g thle

"' Fh acc'ont of [liet 2di iimoni) opt)iii(miI on 28 slow wit hdrawal. Comnpany A, Free-
No'.mie,c is ed on l ie foliowing somcc% 2di Dn' n ian's i'eai' guar'd, deployed atl least five
Opnt 0 12. 28 No%. 50. 2d Di\ \iD. Nov 5,0. 1 i'.. 9t time1s againIst enemIy asaults. Witll) 401/i
lInti Nov 50: Coind Rpt. 23d linf. Nov 50, 38th .11 ropidsebhnd'reansil
(:010( Rpt. No\ 50: 72d I, Bti Co011and ni~tut I1 A? *.n '~scoebhnF'ea' nRpt, Nov 50. fliiu1tiy and ar'mor'ed trioops passed be-
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hind the 2d1 Battalion, 9th Infantry, at 01u1 at the time Yasici ordered thle with-
2330. (Irawval to Sillitim-n1i.i

Keiser p~lannedl to complete his dc- Not long after midnight, 381h/iory
lployment between Pulgwonl and Wawvon IorcCs reached Sinnimr-ni and reopened
af'ter daylight onl the 29th, but events, their assalts against thle Trurks. Hence,
dlictated otherwise. The 401/h ArmV1 bo0th Wawvon and Pug-woteac r
tor-ces that had trailed thle division's points of' the line assigned to the 2dl
withdrawal began p)ushing thle 2(1 Bat- Division, were gone. General Keiser's
talionl. 9th 1fhn[altry. behlind PlUgWOnl alternative would be to organize (le-
ar-ound midnight. At tilhe opplosite end fenses closer to Kunu-ri. how close die-
of* the division line, the Turkish bl- petilditil Onl thle ou1tcomle ofthe Colitillit-
gacle completed a three-mile with- ig attacks onl both flanks.
dr'awal to thle Village of Sinnini just Southeast Of* the Turks, Gener-al Gay
bef'ore idnight following" a series of' moved none of his cavalrymen l'Orward
engagemlents with f'orces of' thle 381hi to the ROI( 6thi Division's position three
Army at Walvonl." mliles below PIukch'ang-ni. Although1

Ihoug~h General Yasici had held his Gay had been instructed to do So Onl
gi'ouncl1 against the Chinese, hie chose thle 28th. hie elected to wait until tile
to withdraw west to Sitini-ni at1 (lark- 5th Cavalry, then marching south out
a1 Move that did not1 conlform1 wvith or- of' the Kunui~-ri area, completed its mlove
dlers f'ora niew\ line thrlou~gh WAawon. A into the division's sector'.
lack of' communications explained this The 5thI Cavalr'y had started thlat
second instance inl which Tulrk tactics morning, moving souil ovelt' aI'Oad
wei'e contl'av t0 1 1instructi onls. Whenl f,'rom Kaech'oii, five miles east of
Gener'al Coulter sent the 'l'irks, toward Kuti-i'i. Near' the villag-e of' Saiso-t'i,
'rokcil'on. the brig-ade had dir'ect Coll- seveC:l miles below Kaech'eli, about a
tact with Coulter's headquar'ters by i'a- hundr'ed Chinese inl thle bor'der'ing high
(ho and -xii'e. But similar' connectis ground Opened smlall ar'ms and mla-
(( not1 exist. betweenl Re"iSei'*s head- chine gun Fire onl the intelligence and
qluar'ters and thle Tuirks wh'len thle latteir reconnaissance plattooni leadingo thle
were attached to the 2d lDivision. Nei- regiment. Only thle platoonl se'eant
thier Yasici nor is adviser's knew of* thle and threce mein escap~ed. The 2(1 Bat-
br'igade's attachment to thle 2d lDivision talionl. ('ollowing~ tilie platoot i. dleployed
until vet'v late onl the 28th, and their' inl the higrh gt'ounld oil both sides of* thle
wiire and radio contacts with Corps5 weire r'oad and at tacked souith to cleat- thle

einemy block butl encoLuntered anl even

At least one of' I* 1 lvwl lggellI laroret' foi'ce and filiiled to advance. Re-
to haw tx'en a case of niakennii icmici %%e 25 fot'lngi oil tlie iroad, tile cavalrymencl

.1liels w 'ilt to (lie Cat Im' tile 1 tl kS 11,te 11-1u b) pacssed tilie eneniy roadbhlock and( pr'o-
tobvinem~wiof the ROK (it Iand 701 i)iv is jols.Th Ile detoad 1,1C11.Bcusof
Sot oclgappale entIl ttovetl %Nest after hI cig celdtoaidSnco.Bcusof

s(Itieied out of I-ok h'oi and blundered into tile t his etitanleeit at Samlso-ii thle i'egi-
I unks either alleav oF 01 aidst thle Chincse assatils
oil the 1)1igade. See IN oip G2~ Spot Rims 3252. 28
Nov 50. and 3301. 29 Nov.50: 2d D~iv G,3 fni. 28 Nov'
50: 2d D~iv (-2,Jil. Ent cv J-!+'t17. 28 Nov .50: Mono. -- --

I mi sh U. N. iig.tdc' Adkso Got 0ip, 201 N4)vemt- GiiL~ttN tii~d iIiso p.20 Nov-
her 19.50-13 IDecenlihe' 9.50).- C0op' Ill CM 1I. LS DC( ale ).
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mlentl was still assembling near Sunch'on toward thle ROK 6th Division's p~ositionl
long after dark onl the 28110'9  below town. IIn tile IhiS fiVe Miles southI-

As a result of Gay's decisionl to wait, east, of Pukch'ang-ni they saw what, they
For the 5th, the 7th Cavalry, ear- believed to be two thousand enemyv
marked to join thle South.1 Koreans be- cavalrymen, and they rep~orted another*
lowV lUkch'ang-ni, stood fast at enemny force to be moving north f'ronl
Kujong-nii, sev'en miles below the ROK Songchl'on toward the 7th Cavalry at
p~osition. The regiment was now to Kujong-ni. Although0-1 a Sol-tie by Gen -
move forward onl tile 29th. The 5th eral Gay's 16thi Reconnaissance Comn-
Cavalry mlcanlwhile was to organize de- panly revealed no large force inl the
fenises north of Sunch'on, and the 81.1 Sonlgch'onl ar-ea, thle r-econnaissance
Cavali'v was to move froml Sinich'ang-ni troops did discover and kill tenl enemy
to Songochl'on anid block the ar-ea's mlainl soldier's inl thle townl. 7

lateral road, whliich p~assed th roug~lh Against this growing10 thre-at, ofl a decl)
Son-ch'on and reached P'yongyang. ' envelopment, Walker ordered G;eneratl

Gay's delay inl reinforcing the ROK Milburn-1 to tranllsf'er all but, onle regi-

hopes G;eneral Walker held for the line withdrawing. To) compensate this re-
hie had delineated. While calling foi- the cluction of' Mjilburi's forces, Walker
withdr'awal to that line, hie also had in- aler'tedlie Br'itish 29th Briade for)I a
stI'uctedl his forces to prIep~are foi-~'h nor'thward mov'e to Anju and attach-

E"ighth Army i'eSunIII)tionl Of' offenIsive Ilent to thle I Corp1s. 73

at early dlate."-71 Withl a bridg(ehe adI ovet'l The Turkish biigac's engyagements
the Cht'ongrch'on and with all main with 38iIh Arnn for'ces atl Wawvon made
r'oadls blocked, hie hoped that hie could it cleat' that the nothern wing of'(the
turn back thle Chinese and then revital- XIII Army Group's enveloping f'orce was
ize his own nmarch to the border'. headed Fori' un-1'i. Fl-'om all the eVi-

Ali\, suIch ach~ievementI, evenI of turn-- denice reaching the ai'nlv G-2 oil thie
ing" back tilie ChineCse, beganI to al)l)eal' 28th, Colonel 'Tarkenton judged that
dluit l 1Iono1 befoi'e thle IX Cot'ps' the Chinese would sustainl their l)I'CS-
l)Iolbleniis ar'ose. By midday Walker had 8111-e ag~alist, KtInuI-,'i anld would attelCI)t
alel evideceIC Of' at StIig Chinlese to envelop) thle Eighth Arr'my via tilie
1)1151 towar'd Sunch'on. Aerial obset'v- Stinch'on r'oad. IHe p~lacedII int "may'be'
eI's saw at least f otii' enemyI) reCgimlents

l)~~~~~55~~ so thiahtd tt my'ug Pukhan- 'l~A R 139, 28 Nov 50: Eigt~h Aromv
C;3 td. 28 Nov 50: I st Catv Div G3 Jill. 28 Nov 50.

6 ~d. CX 3005! KGOO, CG Eight h A nny to CG
5' 5i Caiv WD~. 28 No% 50. 5th Cav S2-S3.ltd. 28 1 X Cot p% ct al.. 28 Nv .50: Ratd. d;X 30t)53 KGOO.

No% 50. CG Eighth Atmm to CG I Corp, ci it.. 28 Nov 50:.
IX Co p,. G3 Spot Rpts 1 962 antd 1971. 2$ Nov Rad.CX 30061 kCOO. d;C -iglitiAt t'.ivo CO 29th

50; ki Catv ik lOR 378. 28 Nov 50; 7th Cay I list 1361 Brig. 28 Nov 50; Rad. GX 30068 KCOO. CG
Rpt. Nov 50: 8Sih Cay dG3 J o. 28 Nov 50. Eighth A rm~ to CC I Cot ps e i . 28 Nov 50: Rad,

71 Rad. CX 300)51 KCOO. CC Eighth At m%~ to CG CX 30068 K'GOO. CC Eighith Arit,'o CC I Corp, el
IN Cot p% ci at.. 28 Nov 51). ;it.. 28 Nov 50.

5 M
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category a (lee) enemy strike at P'yong- the 381h Army had turned west to ex-
yang through Songch'on. The possibil- ploit the collapse of the ROK II Corps,
ity of these maneuvers was increased Li had ordered the entire army to oc-
by the findings of observers flying over cupy the Samso-ri area and cut off
enemy territory above Tokch'on. In UNC forces withdrawing via roads
that area they sighted a "continuous leading south out of Kunui-ri. Colonel
train" of eneny troops moving south Peploe's quick action in turning the
in small groups through gullies, down 38th Infantry to refuse the army flank
ridgelines, and over all roads and and General Walker's employment of
trails. 74 The commander of' the XIII the Turkish brigade at Wawon appar-
Army Group obviously knew the maxims ently had pulled most of the 38h away.
of offensive operations. Having gained On the 28th, in any event,just two rcgi-
an advantage over Walker by turning ments of the 1131h Division remained
the Eighth Army's east flank, he now under orders to block the roads below
was hurriedly reinforcing his effort in Kunu-ri. But two regiments in a well-
the zone where so fitr he had achieved set ambuscade could raise havoc with
the greatest success. any withdrawing Eighth Army column.

Tarkenton's conclusions were almost and their most likely victim, since it
exactly what the enemy group corn- probably would move south from
mander had in mind. Li indeed was Kunt-ri in any future withdrawal, was
shifting the emphasis of his attack from the 2d Division. 7

6

a penetration of the Eighth Army line General Walker, understandably, was
in the Ch'ongch'on valley to the exploi- not particularly concerned at the mo-
tation of his gains in the former RO ment over one roadblock that had trou-
II Corps sector. His 42d Army, in greater bled one regiment. As the situation
strength, was swinging southwest to- stood late on the 28th, the chances that
ward Sunch'on, and the bulk of his 381h the Chinese pushing in from the Cast
Army was now headed for Kun u-ri, could capture Kunu-ri and Sunch'on
from the east and northCast.":) were good. Walker's problem and

The 5th Cavalry's engagement with larger interest therefore was to prevent
the roadblock at Samso-ri introduced the Chinese from isolatingr the bulk of
an important feature of Li's l)lans. The the Eighth Army by culting westward
cavalrymen estimated the force they across its rear. The obvious answer was
had encountered at anywhere from a a withdrawal, one dee ) enough to take
battalion to a regiment, but even the tie Eighth Army below the Chinese
top estimate was only half' what the Chi- thrusts from the east.
nese intended to emplace there. When

Eighth Arim PIR 139. 28 Nov 50. 7', 5ih Cav WD. 28 Nov 50: 5ib Ca% S.-S3.lni. 28
..FEC Iel Dig. vol. I. no. -I. 1-15 Feb :;3. No' 50: FEC Imel Dig. vol. I. no. I. 1-15 Feb 53.



CHAPTER V

The Battle of the Changjin
Reservoir

General Walker's 27 and 28 Novem- airfields, and supply routes ill thle
her reports of the Chinese attacks Wonsan-1-lungnami area. A primary

onl thle Eighth Army and General task of the division commander, Maj.

Almond's mlessages that thle X Corps, Gen. RobertL 1-I. Soule, was to block
too, had been attacked swept, away Gen- thr'ee roads r'eachinlg thle coastal region

cral MacArthurlI'S pr1eviouIs ccrtainty that, from thle Tracbaek MVoun1tainls to the

thle Chinese would not intervene inl west, where North Korean guerrillas es-

strength. "WAe Face anl entirely niew% war,"' timated as high as 25,000 were concen-

MacArthur' notified the Joint Chiefs of trateci. One battalion of'the 15th lIfanl-
Staff onl the morning of' thle 28th. His try deployed thirty miles inland from
"strategic plan for thle immediate Ifui- Wonsani blocked the lateral P'yonigyanig-

WTur" was to pass5 to the defensive.' Wonsan road. (A'Iap 5) Some thirty
Tro develop defensive moves, hle Sum11- Miles north1, tr-oop)s of thle 65th Infan-

moned both Walker and Almond to a try blocked a road fr-om Iokch'on that

meeting inl Tokyo onl the night of thle reached thle coastal area midway be-
28th. Listening first. to Walker's ap)- twVcen Wonlsan anld llgnlaml; anlother

1truisail of the threat, to the Eighth thirty miles north, a battalion of thle
Army, hie turned to Almond for a re- 7th Infaintry at Sach'ang-nii cut a lateral

port of' developments during and road permitting access to the 1lam-
Following the X Corps' advance toward hutng-Hun.11gnlam comlplex?
Mup'yong-ni thle clay bef'or(. 2  Inl the ROK I Corps zone fair to thle

northeast of' H ungnam, B rig. Gen.

X Cops ispsitons,26 oveber Song Hyo Chan had taken his Capital

Onl thle eve of Almond's Mlup'y'ong-ni

at tack, the 3d Infantry IDivision with "'liis sectioti is basedI ont the following somtces": Sit
the 1t Koean arineCorp RegmentMap) no 155, Part 1. G34 Sec. GINGtFE Coid~ Rpt. 27
the st Ki-en Maine orp Regmem Nov 50; Gi IQ. FEG. G3 Opois Rpt no. 156, 27 Nov

attached was protectinlg port faicilities, 50; X Cot ps Cornd Rpt. 27 Nov-It) Dec 50; 3d D~iv
Coind Rpt, Nov 50; 7th Div Contd Rpt. Clmnsin Resci -

voir. 27 No'- 12 D~ec 50; 7th Div Act on Rpt , Ft oti

Telecon. Geni I I ickev and Cot I andi urn. 1225, 27 1I esailjiit to I to ogim Otloaliilg. 21I Nov-2() Dec

Nov 50. in GI IQ. U.NG. files-, Rad. CX 30065 KGOO, 50; Max IDolcatci . ed., 3d Infantry Dmmon m Komin.

(X; I'lighlt Army to CINCHFE. 28 Nov 50; Ract. 1953. Applemnta, Southi le) the ANo/dng. pp. 730. 732;
C69953. CiNCIE t, CS 28 No;5.in. oos n!NI"t'\(.u1naUSa,,'

I-'glI ritl WD). Aide-tie-Camp tDiai y. 28 Nov 6eiatwons in Komi,. 1950-1953. vol. 111. T1he Cwoun

50. I i~tcrv. A lptieiiai w~ith Gen( Almiondt. IReservoni Campaign (Washington. 1957).
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TIlE CiIANGJ IN RESERVOIR (NORTH END)

Division five miles beyond Ch'ongjin, Hyesanjin. General Choi's 26th Regi-
the industrial center and port sixty-five ment was in Tanch'on, near the coast
miles below the USSR border. Having clue south of Hapsu, en route to the
met only desultory resistance fiom the 7th Division zone as a substitute for
North Korean IV Corps, General Song forces of the 7th being shifted to tle
intended next to veer inland to Hoer- Changjin Reservoir area to accommo-
yong, reported to be a mobilization cen- date the 1st Marine I)vision's advance
ter for new North Korean units, on the on Mup'yong-ni.
Manchurian border forty-five miles clue In the 7th Division's zone, the 17th
north. Infantry occupied Hyesanjin on the

Brig. Gen. Choi Suk had sent Yalu and the area ten miles southwest.
the two forward regiments of' his 3d The bulk of the 32d Infantry held tle
I)vision out of Hapsu at right angles to Kapsan-Samsu region below the 1.7th.
each other. Against light, spotadic Division commander Maj. Gen. David
North Korean resistance, the 23d Regi- G. Barr was in the process of moving a
ment had moved six miles north of combat team (tie bulk of the 31s
Hapsu toward the border town of' Infantry; the Ist Battalion, 32c1 Infan-
Muan, and the 22d! Regiment had try; all but one battery of 'the 57th Field
traveled fifteen miles west toward Artillery Battalion; and Battery D, 15th

IQ

ii . . . .. .
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TI 1E HAGARU-Ri AiuA. East Hll is in the background.

Antiaircraf't Artillery Automatic Weap- The lower half of' the long supply
ons Battalion) into his newly added road b~etween Hungnam and the
zone at thc Changjin Reservoir. The Changjin Reservoir and at stretch of
Is[ Battalion, 32d Infantry, commanded narrow-age railway lay in the area as-
by Lt. Col. Doti C. Faith, jr., already signedl to thc 3d Division. The north-
hadl reached the east side of the reser- ern half of* the road andL the region
voir. With Colonel Faith's battalion was beyond rested in the zone of the 1st

AMarieCrstcta i oto at Marine Division. The 1st Marine Regi-
commanded by Capt. Edward P. Stain- ment, commanded by Col. Lewvis B.
ford. Col. Allan D. MacLean, corn- Puller, held three key points along the
mancler of the 31st Infantry and now suppjly road. Farthest South11, thle 1st
commanding thle combat team, was still Battalion OcCul~Ie(l Chinlhung-ni,
m1ovinlg the bulk of' his regiment and Marine railhead and starting point
the ar-tillery unlits south from11 va1--
ious locations along the Pukch'ong- ee orGiea a a ifacl( i~hl~

H yesanjin road en route via H-amhung Ie s aaii.3dIlth~,te iIIlh'l
to the new Zton e.'~ el route to jol1 its pat-ent unlit in thle Kalpswtt-sainlsu

at a. The 1st 13attalion. 3:W I n t i y. stayed oil thle
1'i olnptc(I by a X corps wai niuig or(Iei onl 24 No- l'~d n' eainIoad to blp p~ct oeic ieojrl

vcmher toti clihv Maitjilt forces oit the cast side of the west side of' the dIi'vision's suply) i oadl.
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of the road's twisting ten-mile climb Changjin Reservoir, roads from the
through Funchilin Pass to Kot'o-ri, west, north, and southeast metjust out-
where Colonel Puller had established side Yuclam-ni. Because enemy forces
regimental headquarters. The 2d Bat- had not defended this rare road junc-
talion manned a perimeter around tion, the Marine division G-2, Col.
Kot'o-ri and a small airstrip above the Bankson T. Holcomb,Jr., believed the
village. The 3d Battalion, less Corn- 5th Marines would encounter only weak
pany G still to the south awaiting trans- opposition when they started toward
portation, was in Hagaru-ri, eleven Mup'yong-ni. The absence of enemy
miles north of Kot'o-ri at the lower end patrolling and the failure of ground
of the reservoir. The battalion and a and aerial reconnaissance to reveal any
variety of service and headquarters large enemy concentrations nearby
troops were developing a defense of supported his judgment. Contradicting
the division command post, supply it were reports fiom civilians of sizable
dumps, hospital facilities, and airstrip enemy concentrations around Yudam-
in the Hagaru-ri area. ni, but these reports were considered

North of Hagaru-ri, the 5th and 7th misinterpretations of North Korean
Marines had extended the division's Army remnants moving away fiom and
holdings Up both sides of the reservoir, around the Yudam-ni area.:)
The bulk of the 7th Marines, com- The X Corps G-2, Col.James H. Polk,
mandced by Col. Homer L. Litzenberg, expected the enemy to resist the attack,
jr., held YXudam-ni, fourteen miles to especially when the Eighth Army and
th northwest, and the 5th Marines, un- the marines closed on Huich'on and
der LIt. Col. Raymond L. Murray, had Mup'yong-ni. But Polk's estimate of ini-
gone ten miles north over a road fol- tial opposition was optimistic. Besides
lowing the east bank of the reservoir, remnants of the North Korean 2d and
Orders for the Mu p'yong-ni attack had 51/iDivisioi.swithclrawin g northward off
halted the 5th at this point. Consider- to the west of Yudam-ni, Polk believed
ing Colonel Murray's regiment fiesher just two Chinese disions, the 89t/ and
than the 7th, division commander Maj. 124th, were anywhere near the town.
Gen. Oliver P. Smith had designated The 1261h Division as well as the 1241/i,
the 5th to open the advance to the west. both of the 42d Army, previously had
Murray's forces conseluently had be- been identified in the reservoir area.
gun to shift west to Yudam-ni, the start- But the 1261h had sideslippeCd south-
ing point of the attack. The 2d Battal- westward at least as far as Sach'ang-ni,
ion was in Yudam-ni, having left the as cvideieed by a 23 November skir-
area cast of the reservoir upon the at- mish between troops of the 126th and
rival of the 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry. the ROK 26th Regiment, then holding
The remainder of iMfurray's regiment the town.
remained in place awaiting relief by the
balance of Colonel MacLean's combat

c o This section based on X Corps VI). Sumn. Nov 50:
/ie Advance Toward AIup'yong-nii X Corps Cond Rpt. 27 Nov-10 Dec 50: Ist Matinc

The Adva......... O 0 24 5, 2,6 Nov 50; 7di Di% Ojm 0 26. 26
(Nov 50: Mounross and Canona. The Chosin Rsewuoi

Near the southwest corner of the Campaign.
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Polk was not sure where the 1241/h did incoming reports of'strong attacks
was located but believed that. the divi- against the Eighth Army.
sion likely had moved into defenses Smith ordered the 5th Marines to
north of the reservoir. The 891hi DIvi- strike first for thie village of X'ongnim-
sion, whose army affiliation Polk had dong, twenty-seven miles west of
not yet determined, had briefly 01)- Yuclam-ni, where the Marines'roulte Of'
p)osed the marines at Hagaru-ri onl 23 advance joined a road leading South-
November. He no longer knew the lo- west along the upper reaches of thle
cation of the 89/li but considered the Ch'ongch'on River to Huich'on. Thle
division a p)robable opplonent in the 7th Marines, when passed thr-ough,
MNlp'yong-ni venture. While allowing were to protect the division supply road

that the 1241/i and 891/h Divisions could between Yudam-ni and Sinhung-ni, at
be reinforced, Polk proposedl with- village located in the Toktong Pass mid-
cirawal, delaying action, and limited at.- way between Yuclam-ni and Hagaru-ri.
tacks as the extent ofe enmy cap~abilities. Smith appointed the 1 st Marines, in and
I-e offered no order of probability, but below Hagar-ri-, as division reserve.
hie, as well as Colonel Holcomb of thle 1His reconnaissance company, then pull-
Marine division, seemed to consider anl ing west flank scurIIity dluty Off the left
enemy withdrawal to be the most likely rear of the division, was to reconnoiter
even, *north of Yudam-ni; the 41st Indepen-

General Smith, onl the other hand, dent Commando, Royal Marines, only
believed hiF marines would Meet Chi- recently attached to the division, was to
nlese in strengrth wvest of X'udam-ni, a come forward from Hungnam to pro-
belief that had p~rompltedl his decision tect the marines' left flank by reconnoi-
to pass5 the fr-esher 5th Regiment ter-ing southweVst. of Yuclam-ni.;
through the 7th in the opening attack. Iin planning the advance, Smith had(
Smith's more cautious attitude had been assumed the full relief of the 5th 'Ma-
apparent for somec time. He had not rines east of the reservoir by noonl of'
shared the mid-November olptimism for thle 26th. 1-I apparently exp~ectcd the
an early UNG v'ictory, and Crom the entire 7th Division comb~at team to ar-
start of' his division's advai.,c toward nyiC 1w that ho0ur; bUt General Barr had
the Changj in Reservoir hie had doubted called for the relief of'the marines by at
the wisdom of Stringing forces over t nmmum of' one infanttry battalion, an
long, poor1, a~nd unll)r-otectdl m1ou~ntainl
road.

Supporting Snmith's Judgment, of'
lprolialble resistance, three Chinese cap- "ta it.ntengto!~h etme 90 h
tured by the 7th Marn tes onl the 26th eCtitiliaindi hadi pa ltipatmeh ill a haidng 0h)ci-t

assertedf that the 581/i, 591/i, and 601/i tini tKunsa~n on tile %%est coast or South Kote;,aa
Divisions of thle 201/i A rmv were in thle Pill I o17in a.tt ellplt to (list tat North Kot ean attetion

fi-oto (lie comting hatiditig at I itChon. I11w tinlt had
Yu1daml-iii ar-ca and would move south thten t ettied to japant andh heetai .t~clter to Natval
anId southeast from11 Yudam-ni to cut Forcvs. Fat Eas. tint16i20 No% eihel %N hien.- atISO% osIt

the marines' Supply r-oad. This in for- ieques towie %sith Anicrivan utaincs. it tettieh
toKoiad asattached to the I siMat ime IDnisioit.

illation, however, had no cfI C ic Ol plans1 see I 1cm!l. V1111pr ellI~og Tie. 1). 79. andolo,s
for tie N!itin'vomr-ni itlm-ak . Neit her and Canona.lhru (uon Remen'n, Cauniuu a. . 1-10
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order satisfied by tile arrival of the Ist grees, Fahrenheit, and a wind off' tile
Battalion, 32d Infantry. In any event, frozen reservoir intensified the cold, the
the remainder of Colonel MacLean's mar'ines had their attack under way by
forces did not reach the new zone by 0815 on the 27th. A'ap 6) On the ridge
noon on the 26th, nor by 0800 on the northwest of' the axis road, Company
27th, the scheduled hour of the Ma- H, 7th Marines, met no opposition and
rine advance. The full 5th Marines con- seized the terminal height, Hill 1403,
sequently did not reach Yudam-ni on by midmorning. Below the road, Corn-
the 26th, and the plan of attack had to pary G, 7th Marines, moved Inop-
be changed. Since Colonel Murray was posed down the southwest ridge and
with his forces east of the reservoir, within thirty minutes occupied the next
Colonel Litzenbcrg, commanding the commanding height, Hili 1426. In the
7th Marines, took charge of the open- middle, the 2d Battalion, 5th Marines,
ing effort. moved over the road in a column of

Forces available to Litzenberg in- companies, meeting nothing in the first
cluded the bulk of the 7th Marines and three-quarters of a mile except several
the 2d Battalion, 5th Marines. The 7th undefended obstacles across the road.
held a perimeter rimming the valley in The easy march ended there. The
which Yudam-ni was located. TFhe Ist f'olces both on the road and on the
Battalion and two companies of the 2d southwest ridge came tinder fire about
occupicd high gIound north of town the time the pilot of an observer plane
and the terminal heights of two ridges overhead reported Chinese across the
to the south and southeast overlooking entire Marine front. Hel) firom the
the road to Hagaru-ri. The 3d Battal- ground and ail' supporting arms al-
ion held the terminal hills of a ridge to lowed the 2d Battalion, 5th Marines, to
the southwest. Between the latter :in( move only another quarter mile before
an unoccupied ridge to the northwcst intense enemy fire forced the battalion
ran the road to Mup'yong-ni. The 2d to discontinue. A similar additional gain
Battalion, 5th Marines, was to attack was all Company G, 7th Marines, could
over this road from an assembly at the manage on the southwest ridge. All
edge of Yucdam-ni. told, the day's advance netted a mile,

Litzenberg instructed the 2d Battal-
ion, 5th Marines. to seize a pass ten
miles to the west in its opening attack.
The 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, was y
to make parallel advances along the
ridges on either side of' the road, and The 1241h Division, contrary to X
Litzenberg's 1st Battalion was to assumc Corps and Marine estimates, was not in
the flank security roles originally as- the reservoir area. It had moved south-
signed to tile reconnaissance company west into the Eighth Army sector with
and the 4 1st Commando, neither of its parent army, the 42d. But the 89!h
which had reached Yudam-ni. Division was present, and the Chinese

After an tucomfortable night when captured on the 26th had tuthflly
the temperature dropped to zero de- identified the 581h, 59th, and 601h Divi-

6 4
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sions. These four11 divisiOnls constitutedl route. By orders fr-om X Corps head-
the 201/h Arm -v. quarters, which controlled all move-

sting Shili-lun, the IX Army Group ment of' convoys over the reservoir
commlanlder, launllched thle 2OiIh and road, the battalin for1 thle time being
271/h Armies inl attacks onl the night of' was hltled atL Hamhunllllg.
thle 27th. From the north, the 27i/h Army Liti Fei. the 201hi Army commander,
moved south onl the west side or thle committed all tour. of' his divisions to
reservoir against Yuidam-ni and down thle southeastward attack. At Yuclamn-ni,
the eastern side to seize laar -rIhe all but1 one regiment of* the 891h Divi-
201/i Strtuck Yuidam-ni fromn the west sioli Moved after dark onl thle 27th to-
and made ever-(lceneling southecast- ward thle minles oil thle ridge northl-
ward swinigs at teaine )ositions and wvest of* thle roa to Mu Zn7n.I
suply road below Yuidami-ni. 591/h Diviin started aI shallow swing be-

Nieh Fen-chin. commander of* thle lOW Yudamtll-ni to cut thle f'ourteen-mile
271/i A rmy, sent his 791/i Division toward stretch of road between Yuidam-ni and

Yuclam-ni~~~~~~~~ and hi 0/ iiint ez lgr-i. Below the 591hi. thle 581/h Di-
1-lga 'i. Thc 80i/h first, ha1d to elimi- visimi swung wider to attack IHagaru-ri

nate Colonel iMacLean's combat team. and cut thle roa;d immedliately below thle
mlost of* which had g"one into position town. Th 0/ Dvso1oo tl

- north of I-lagaru-ri by dark oi. lie 27th. deeperCl r-oute through0- thle mlounitains
(alp) The I st Battalion, 32d Infanltry, toward Koto-ri, and, in thle (leepest
sat astride thle road tenl mliles north of' MONe, thle r-emiinglil r-egliment of' thle
H-agarn-ri. Four miiles South, thle 3(1 891/h Division started over ai mountain
Battalion, 3 1SL ifantry, and the 57th track leading sotuth fr-om Yuidamn-ni to
Field Artillery Battalioni held positions Sach'~ang-ni inl the sector of' the 3d
where the ro~ad made at hairpin turn Division.
arlounld at narrIow finlger' of' thlersr
voir aIt thle mouth1-1 Of thle PungnyurIIIi Yudam111-ni
River. MacLean's commiandi post an Colonel M~ur-ray had mloved thle r-

tak oman wr ina1ldn-i wincler of the 5th Marines to Yudaml-
village another four miles south. The IIoil the 27th as moreC of' Colonel
2d1 Battalion, 3 1st Inifitntry, was still en Niact~can's com bat teamt reached the

eastern side of thie reservoir. Murrav's
this~ ~ , IOIO~Il5 st and 3d Battalions assembled Ii thle-i'li %ctiu ti [le nelo 53:in r ad IoiI valley. creatnasutnilrervfoUSAFFEB Intel Dig No, 119. 16-31 I In t3e Ort~ tin a usata5rsref

Baittle Informattion. Cljiese dciiiniunimT ht(1 Field tltelComp~anies holding thle heights
rmy. GI IQ. FEd.. I Mar.5. X orps Coind Rim. 27 north,1 northwest, sou thw %est. and South

= Nov-10 1)c 5:'- N Coips WDl. Stum. Nov 50: 7th Div TiCoind Rpt. 127 Nov- 12 Dc 50; Motto. "Chosin Rescir- f t. Ths eserve, a fily tiarht in-
'ot'.- 1st Bmt 32d hif, 241-30 Nov 50. 3d 1n limD. I'anltrv line. anit(l thle support of forty-

cop in UI If; 3d( D~iv Coind Rpt. Nov 50; IDotcater. eightl art illery pieces and two regimenl-
3d info nt, Dn.sin inl Karra: Captain Rtussell A.
Gtigelcu. Conbat Aciol ill Korat tWnsduingon: Colil)- tal 4.2-inch mortar comipanlies gave thle
bat Forres Pt as. I 951). pp. t2-97: 7th lInfantrrDit'woni martillC nes areasona;bly grood clef ense.
inl Katea (Atlant.u Atit t ove Kriterprises. iildt); More p~rec~ariously sittiated were Comn-
Mottros ;tt Cnimorm. *I'I C/untit 11renwvilGamnulgn;
MS. Lt. Col. C:. 1'. Miller. *'Chtsii: Rcmrnoir. Nowetn. IXIelIC.. antd F of' the 7th iMarines.

aon .,cr which had outposted thle sttplply road
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firom Hlagaru-ri. Each company held anl mountains Confining the reservoir onl
isolated perimeter Company C onl a the west.The dlivision commander comn-
sp)ur five miles southeast or Y'udamli-ni, mlitted all thiree regiments, directing
Company F am lokiong Pass two miles them first to occupy the high ground
fiarther Southeast. inmediately above Yticl]m.

At 2100, assault troops of' the 8,91h Four heights dominalecl the 79th's
IDivi~sion r-eached the three Marine comn- initial objective. H-Iill 1167 nlext to the
paie del'encling the northwest ridge reservoir and Hills 12410, 1282, and
at Yudlam-ni. (M1ap 8) Small enemy 1384 stair-stepped to the west. Comlpa-
grou01ps jabbed lighly atl the Marine line nies D and E, 7th Marines, occupied
f b-it half' hlour; grenades and mortar the central hills, 1 2,10 and 1282. A plat-
and machine gun fire came next; then toon fr-om Company 1, 5th Marines,
bugle Calls anld whistle blasts; and fi- and anl attached plaitooni of South Ko-
al tl~ sharp) attaick onl a narrow fr-ont reanl police held a spur below 1384. The

atteboundary between Companies F~ 237th Regiment moved against Hill 1384
aiid E. 5th Maines, thle left and center oii the west, the 235th toward H-ill 1 24()
comp~anies. Thew Chinese quickly peiie- inl the center, and the 236Ih toward Hill
trated but then found themselves 1167 nearest the reservoir. But the
hemmed inl by NMie fire from the 2351h, and 2361h veered too f'ar west and
Shoulders of, thle salient thley, had climbed toward H ills 1282 andl( 1240.
created. Losiiva heavily. thle\, called off respectively, losing anl opportunity to
their attack 11roun1d m1idiiglit. Another flank 01 envelop the MN-arine dlef enses
foirce meanwhile assaulted (Company 1-1, via unioccupied H-Iill 1167.
7th Marines, the rightmnost complly, Finching 1 384 uinoccupiedl, the comn-
onl H-ill 1403. The Chinese knocked thle mancler of* the 237th sent at company
right flanik platoon out of' position down the spur11 to the south. Th'e coim-
withinl nliiii ites btit delayed further1C Mt- piiy l) i).Sliel tile iwo platoons off thle
ctimpts to adx ance w hei Marine art il- 5spi , andc its firie f'oi'Ced the lieaduari~--

let-\ and mortar firc came down onl ers and service comnpany of' the 3d
themi. Battalion, 5th tMaiiies, away f'i'oml at po-

Refilling theh ii'orwar i-laniiiks, tlie sit ionl arounrd the balttalionl coi ianch
Chiiese ireinewed their attiack at 0300, pos~t iii at draw below the sp)ur. Appar-
stiking all thi-ce Mairine coinpaie s. cut ly uiiawaie that they had exp~osed
The\ went nowhere against tile lefi and the commnandl post, thle Cliniese at -
ceilter coi paics but by cdawii fircec tempte 1) clo fu i1thc gie ains. Ti 's hiiatus
C;omplany' 1-1, 7th iMai'iies. of'f H-Iill 14103. gaw e oinpan y G, 5th IiMaii nes, of* thle
T'his gainl offciecl the Chinese ain op- i-eserve ltme to oi'ganiZe il lailC1ita
port111iiy to sweep behind and isolate cou iiicrat tack whliic-h by cdayl ight vc-
thle otheri Iwo companies. H-ence, gainedl tile Spur.
though thle Chiiiese at tacks dhwind~ledl Tlo the east, repeated f'-oiial assaults
after dLIN lighIt, thle mai iiies wei e oblige d bet ween midnighit of'tlie 27th and late
to give ilp (hle nor'thwest idcge. mor'ning onl thle 28th IFailed to wxini Hiill

fit company with the 89h's attack, thle 1282 but cai-riect the Cinese to thle t opl
/ 91/1 DIvIoII.11 moved Soult h m'rough the ol H-1ill 1 210. F-1igli losses so cipp~hled



BATTLE OF THE OHANGJIN
RESERVOIR

27-29 November 1950
-U.S. Positions. Night, 27 Nov

SAxis of Chinese Attacks
SNight, 27 Nov-Morning. 29 Nov

ELEVATIONS IN METERS ~PIO

o 100 1000 1500 AND ABOVE

7Mdr( )1 516 -I~ --- V" --

e ___ 5 _RS

S I

A A;

I~~~ 0-fl- - - lnh i

rea wayC
-Bridge - 18

Funcitin
Pass -- Sinhung,

ltMrxSudong "

-'-i

lInchc-ri

4f

ITO-HUNNAMTO HUNGNAM ~ rori

* f , ) 0



96 EBB AND FLOW

the Marine units that reinforcement or arms and mortar fire from Chinese on
replacement was essential if the 791h both sides of' the road forced their
Division was to be held out of Yuclam-ni. withdrawal. At the other end of' the

The 591h Division meanwhile coin- road segment, stiff opposition oil both
pleted its short swcc) to the southeast, sides of the road so slowed the 1st
slicing across the supply road between Battalion, 7th Marines, that dark had
Yudam-ni and the two Marine compa- fallen by the time it reached Company
nies outposting the road awd through C. Lest the battalion be trapped in the
the two-mile gap between companies darkness, Colonel Litzenberg ordered
as well. Once across the road, the Clii- it back to Yudam-ni. Hence, only Coin-
nese surrounded and assaulted both pany C was retrieved. Company F's res-
Marine positions but failed to penetrate cue now rested on an order issued
and backed off at dawn. The marines, by General Smith late on the 28th that
still hemmed in and too burdened with the entire 7th Regiment attack south
casualties to attempt to fight their way fr-om Yudam-ni to clear the road to
out of encirclement, could only tighten Hagi:riu-ri.
their perimeters and await rescue.

Colonels Litzenberg and Murray dis- East uj'the Reseroir
l)atclhed a rescue force after daylight s /
on the 28th and meanwhile realigned On the IX Arny Group's east flank
their units at Yudam-ni. The r-ealign- the leading forces of the 801h Division
ment, inte'R'uptedl only by harassing en- moved south towar'd Hlagarn-ri shortly
emy fire. was complete by late evening. after dark on the 27th. Liu Yung, the
The 3(1 Battalion, 7th Marines, an- division commander, sent some tr00ps
chored the new line at Hill 1,126 on the over the road along the east bank of
southwest ride. The 2d Battalion, 5th the reservoir, the bulk through hioh
Marines, took position ott the same ground f*arther' east. The Chinese f'ol-
ridge, facing northwest. The 3d Battal- lowing the road were to attack the 1st
lon, 5th Marines, catried the line north- Battalion, 32d Infantry, frt'ontally while
ward across the Yudam-ni valley and the others came westward off the high
eastward into the northern heights to ground against that battalion and
and including Hill 1282. Company B, against the 3d Battalion, 3 1st Infatry.
5th Marines, took over the defense of' fot' miles farther south. Those mov-
Hill 12,10 while the remainder of the ing deeper also were to separate and
Ist Battalion went into reserve, isolate Colonel MacLean's forces by es-

Efforts to rescue the two isolated tablishing roadblocks above and below
companies came from both ends of the the 3d Battalion.
fourteen-mile stretch of road. From lHaving heat'd from tlie marines that
.lagaru-ri, a company reinforced by three new Chinese divisions were ill the
three tanks moved towatd Company F reservoit' area, Colonel Faith had placCd
at Toktong Pass while the 1st Battalion, his 1st Battalion, 3 2d Ilnlfantry, in a tioht
7di Marines, struck south otl off Yu- defense. At Faith's left, Company A
dlam-ni toward Company C. The faced north. On the right, Companies
Hlagaril-ri troops made only half' the C id B held a line curving south to

-I 1 I l I 1' II ("' I I
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Liu's forces approached, however, Faith itzers; but after combinging forces
was occupied with plans for starting the around the guns of Battery B, the in-
battalion north toward the border at fantrymen and artillerymen finally
dawn next clay. Colonel MacLean's or- haltcd the Chinese and turned back fur-
der for the advance had reached Faith ther assaults until the Chinese withdrew
around 2100, and at 2200 he had as- at dawn. Afterward, the 3d Battalion
sembled his company commanders at and the artillery, harassed only by mor-
the battalion command post for instruc- tar fire, moved into a tight perimeter
tions. near the lower bank of the ice-covered

Chinese patrols br'usled the battal- linger of the reservoir.
ion line while Faith was briefing his Early in the afternoon of the 28th,
officers. As company commanders General Almond flew by helicopter to
scrambled back to their units, an attack Colonel Faith's position. He awarded
hit Company A from the north while Faith and two other men the Silver Star
another from the high ground to the and just before leaving appraised tie
east struck at the boundary between Chinese encountered as only remnants
Companies B and C. In assaults that fleeing north and announced that the
lasted the night, the Chinese dented X Corps attack would continue. But his
each company position, seized a knob words apparently were an attempt to
of ground at the boundary between B raise morale, not a true appraisal of
and C, and managed to move around the enemy. On the previous day he
Company A and force the company had visited Yudam-ni, where Marine
mortars out ol position. Yet when the commanders informed him that they
Chinese lifted their attacks at dawn, had encountered strong Chinese forces
Faith's position was reasonably sound. at three points of the compass. On the
Through the day Faith reclaimed all 28th, before flying to Faith's position,
ground lost except the knob on the cast, he had stopped at Hagaru-ri where
which the Chinese, thoulgh struck by General Smith l)rought him up to date
Several conr'inations of air and grotund on the Marine division's situation, and
attacks, refused to yield. Faith's casual- he had visited Colonel MacLean's com-
ties through the night and clay ap- mand post where the combat team
proached sixty. leader briefed him on conditions east

At the lower perimeter, the 3d Battal- of the reservoir. Almond must have
ion, 31st Infantry, and 57th Field Artil- been aware that the strong attacks on
lery Battalion came under attack near tie marines and Maclean's men repre-
the same hour as Faith's forces. Compa- sCntcd a southerly surge of fresh Chi-
nies I and K nearest the high groud to nese forces.
the east received the first assaults and When he stopped at Hagarn-ri on
were pressed southwest toward tie his return Ilight to transfer from his
artillery. Those wounded in the close helicopter to an L- 17 aircraft, Almond
fighting included the commanders of may have learned from the marines that
both the 3d Battalion and the artillery a Chinese division was marshaling in
battalion. The Chinese next forced the the high gr-oun|d southwest and soutth

-f. f Ba, .... a ..... t ti;r hOw- oft' 1-1 .. . As tle I_- 1 7 carried h-im
.i23t*,tt
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south to his Hamhung headquarters, The Attacks Widen
he may have seen, as had other aerial
observers, that Chinese had blocked the Pox Hill
road between Hagaru-ri and Kot'o-ri. A two-inch snowfall hampered oper-
'Fie I1st Marine Division indeed had be-cohe 1st Mrine Diisonieed adoations during the night of the 28th. The
come a group of isolated garrisons. 89th and 79th Divisions did not contestMacLean's combat team was in the the marines at Yudam-ni during the

same condition. At 1000 on the 28th nig t during t e
Bri. Gn. enr 1.Hods, ileassst-night or dluring tile day of' the 29th.

Banig. Gen. lenry 1. o oes, the Disit- But forces of the 59th Division renewed
ant commandlr of the 7th Division their night assaults on Company F in
who had posted himself in Hagaru-ri, roktong Pass. The Marine company
led the 31st Infantry's tank company, held its ground, no1 callcd Fox Hill,
an antitank platoon, a platoon of engi- but casuadies grew to more than i
neers, and members of regimental hundred.
headquarters north from -Iudong-ni. In considering General Smith's call
The small armored force encountered for an attack by the 7th Marines to re-
a strong roadblock about a mile above opn the road to Hagaru-ri, Colonels
the village and lost two tanks in an un- opterad torragarultithColol

succssfu efort o rduceit.Litzenberg and Murray felt that bothsuicccssfUl effort to reduce it. the 5th and 7th Marines were needed at
Later in the day Colonel MacLean, Yudam-ni and therefore substituted a

who earlier had gone by jeep to Colo- composite battalion built from reserve
nel Faith's position, discovered when units for the rescue mission. The make-
he attempted to return south that the shift battalion started south at 0800 on
Chinese had set another roadblock be- the 29th but moved no more than three
tween Faith's battalion and the 3d Bat- miles before Chinese in the bordering
talion, 31st Infantry. Unable to pro- heights opened fireand began an encir-
ceed, MacLean retiUrncd to Faith's com- hig open fien bega anevcriwa
mand post and radioed a message to cling move. When this maneuver waste sspotted from the air, Litzenberg or-
the C st M tarine rivision for rlay to X derecd the composite unit back to Yu-
Corps headql1u(%1*ter's rquesting that the dam-ni. Fhe road remained closed as a
2d Battalion, 31st Inflantry, be sent result, and the thinncd-out company
immediately to cleai the road above
Hagaru-ri. Corpsapparently missed the on ox Hill laced another night of
urgency of MacLean's request, perhaps
becausC that headquai lers already had
dispatched Company B of the regiment
tL1) the reservoir road to join the coin- East of the reservoir, the 80th Divi-
bat team. Corps orders to 'he 2d Bat- sion resumed its assaults on Colonel
talion, in any event, called for the long MacLean's forces, first against the 3d
move from Hamhung not to begin un- Battalion, 31st Infantry, then against
til the following day. Meanwhile, Colonel Faith's battalion. For twelve
MacLean's forward battalions remained hours beginning around 1800 on the
cut off from H1lagarU-ri and from each 28th, Chinese jabbed the lower perim-
otmer. eter but m.Je no lasting pcetra-
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tions. High casualties in Companies K through the high ground to tie north
and L, however, forced the two units to flank the Chinese.
to combine. While waiting for the maneuvering

To the north, the Chinese first struck force to destroy the roadblock, Faith's
the 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry, from troops on the road received fire from
the knob of high ground on the east, across the reservoir finger. MacLean,
then opened frontal assaults against convinced that the fire was coming
each of the rifle companies. Company from his own forces, immediately
B on the right lost some ground but started over the ice to stop the shooting.
regained it. Elsewhere, the battalion's He was mistaken. Hit at least f'our times
heavy defensive fire beat back repeated as he crossed, he walked into the hands
Chinese rushes. By 0300 on the 29th, of the Chinese who had crept in along
however, Faith's forces had used most the bank of the far shore, apparently
of their ammunition. MacLean hence in l)repa'ation for an attack on the
ordered Faith to move south and join lower perimeter. Once Colonel Faith
the 3d Battalion, 31st Infantry. Faith realized what had happened, he formed
was to take cargo offbattalion trucks to a skirmish line and led it across the ice.
make room for the hundrecd wounded Faith's iien killed at least sixty Chinese
he now had. and drove off others, but a thorough

As Faith's forces gained respite from search of the area uncovered no trace
assault, but not fire, they fell back to of Colonel MacLean.
assemble on the road. The Chinese did Faith's flanking force meanwhile
not putrsue but increased their fire as closed in on the Chinese blocking the
the battalion broke contact. Starting road and scattered them into the hills
south at 0430 with a company stum- to the cast. Faith's motor column thus
bling in the darkness over snow-covered was able to proceed, and the last of'
high ground on either side as flank se- Faith's men reached the 3d Battalion,
curity for the troops and trucks on the 31st Infantry, by 1230.
road, the battalion covered three-quar- Vhile Faith fought through to the
ters of the way without opposition. At lower perimeter, the bulk of the 31st
daylight, as the leading forces entered Tank Company and a composite corn-
the upper half of' the road segment pany of' riflemen again attempted to
bending around the frozen finger of reach it from Hudong-ni. As on the
tie reservoir, they took fire from Chi- previous clay, the northward move was
nese located at the tight turn of the stopped, this time by two battalions of'
road near the P'ungnyuri River cross- Chinese. A stronger effort clearly was
ing. This was the roadblock MacLean required to break through to the iso-
had encountered the previous after- lated force. Now the senior able-bodied
noon. Faith halted the column directly officer present, Colonel Faith assumed
across the narrow expanse of ice from command of the two infantry battal-
the 3d Battalion, 3 1st Infantry, ordered ions and the artillery, designating the
machine guns and a recoilless rifle into consolidated units Task Force Faith.
position to return the fire, and dis- Air-dropped rations and ammunitionpattched di blku oil two com panies ([)Lt Onlylorfty lou nl s of artLilley a mn-
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munition) reached the task force dur- boasts that the division would occupy
ing the afternoon, and Marine aircraft lagaru-ri on the night of the 28th. Tihe
orbited its position constantly, striking roadblock to the south was discovered
Chinese forces in the surrounding high during the afternoon of tile 28th by a
ground with napalm, rockets, and ma- platoon of infantry and three tanks who
chine gun F-re. But while fiesh supplies were turned back by enemy fire when
and good air support helped, Faith now they attempted to patrol the road to
pinled his hopes of avoiding defeat on Kot'o-ri.
the arrival of the 2d Battalion, 31st Figuring the time it would take the
Infantry. He apparently was not aware Chinese to reach Hagaru-ri after dark,
that the 2d Battalion was held up for Carey predicted that the first assault
lack of transportation at Majon-dong, would come around 2130. On this and
more than thirty miles to the south, he Carey's other findings Colonel Ridge
had not realized the extent of the Chi- based his plan or defense. Using Iis
nese roadblocks between him and the own battalion, which was still short
relief unit, nor had he learned that the Company G, and a hodgepodge of'
Chinese attacks had spread during tile other Marine and Army units, he fash-
plevious Inight to liagaru-ri. ioned a four-mile perimeter around the

Hararu-i 1'Changjin River flats in which H-lagarn-riHagau-liwas located.

By evening on the 28th tile bulk of' To the south and southwest, the most
the 58th Division was concentrated likely area of enemy attack and the site
about five miles southwest of Hagaru-ri. of airstrip construction, Ridge put his
'Fhe remainder had crossed the supply 3d Battalion on the lower reverse slopes
road to the south where some troops of the high ground in which the major
blocked the route while others turned Chinese strength was located. le faced
north and assembled in the heights east the remaining troops of the 2d Bat-
of Hagaru-ri. talion, 7th Marines, and a mixture of

L. Col. Thomas L. Ridge, con- Marine artillery, service, and headquar-
mander of the 3d Battalion, 1st Ma- tel's troops northwest toward Yudai-ni
rines, and officer in charge of the de- and north toward the reservoir. Ridge
fense of -lagarn-ri, was well informed considered East Hill, tile marines' name
of the location, size, and intent of' the for the first mass rising in that direc-
581h, though not of its numerical iden- tion from -agaru-ri, to be the second
tity. His S-2, 2d Lt. Richard E. Carey, most likely point of enemy attack. fie
had had phenomenal success over tie intended that Company G, once it ar-
past two days with two Korean agents. rived, would hold the hill. In the mean-

a - By interrogating civilians coming into time, he manned it with Marine service
l-Hagaru-ri fiom the countryside, the units, Company D of' the 10th Engi-
agents learned of tile approach of' tile neer Battalion (an Army unit), and de-
Chinese. By making a circttit of' the tachments from X Cor'ps headdluarters
high ground around Hagaru-ri, they and signal units.
next deternined the enemy's location Liao Chen-chou, conImanler of the
and approximate size, and while min- 581h Division, took longer than pre-
gling among Chinese troops they heard dicted to reach the marines. Amid fall-

___ __ ___ _ __,__
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ing snow, his 172d Regiment attacked makeshift unit with Company G as soon
on a half-mile front against the center as possible. The company, Ridge knew,
of the 3d Battalion's linejust after 2230. had started north from Kot'o-ri that
Staggered by high losses to the marines' morning in convoy with the British
carefully prepared defensive fire, the 41st Commando, an Army infantry
Chinese managed only small penetra- company, and assorted other troops.
tions, and those who broke through But word also had reached Hagaru-ri
were too disorganized to do much that the convoy had come under fire
damage. By 0400 the regiment was and that its commander had requested
beaten, and the marines quickly elimi- a decision from General Smith on
nated the Chinese lingering in rear of whether to continue.
their positions. Incongruous with the
fighting taking place only a short dis- Task Force Th sdale
tance to the southwest was the engi-
neers' continuing work on the airstrip, Encounters with Chinese near Kot'o-
part of the time under floodlights. ri and at Sach'ang-ni on the 28th her-

Liao had better luck with his second- alded the arrival of the 60th Division
ary effort, driving off the defenders of and the regiment of the 89th Division in
East Hill in a sharp attack at 0130. their objectives areas. At Sach'ang-ni,
Company D, 10th Engineers, took the prisoners taken by the 1st Battalion, 7th
brunt of the blow. Of the 77 Ameri- Infantry, during a small skirmish first
cans in the company, 10 were killed, identified the 89th, and strong night
25 wounded, and 9 missing. Among 90 assaults not broken up until after day-
South Koreans attached to the com- break on the 29th indicated the size of
pany, about 50 were casualties, mostly the force. Reinforcements and new
missing. The Chinese, however, either supplies were rushed to the 1st Battal-
had no plans or were too weak to ex- ion, 7th Infantry, lest this enemy regi-
ploit their success and halted their at- ment gain access to Hamhung over the
tack after capturing the height. road protected only by the Sach'ang-ni

By 0630 on the 29th Colonel Ridge's position.
forces on the southwestern arc of the The presence of the 60th Division
perimeter had restored the line every- was discovered by Company D, 1st
where it had been punctured during Marines, and division headquarters
the night. Maj. Reginald R. Myers, personnel who patrolled north from
Ridge's executive officer, meanwhile as- Kot'o-ri during the afternoon of the
sembled a composite company of Ma- 28th. The patrol engaged Chinese
rine and Army service troops and tried about a mile above town in the ground
to retake East Hill. But inexperience, a bordering the road. The marines
slippery and exhausting climb, and Chi- fought all afternoon without breaking
nese fire stopped the group short. At through but returned to Kot'o-ri with
dusk Major Myers set up defenses ori three prisoners from the 179th Regi-
the near military crest of the hill. itient, 60th Division.

Considering enemy control of East This encounter, the experience of the
Hill to be a grave threat to tlagaru-ri, patrol fiom Hagaru-ri the same after-
Ridge intended to replace Myers' noon, and air observer reports indi-
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cated that Chinese positions along the ing resumed his advance about 1400.
reservoir road extended, with gaps, Heavy small arms and mortar fire
south from the outskirts of Hagaru-ri struck the column almost immediately,
to within a mile of Kot'o-ri. At least and progress was slow as tankers and
parts of two Chinese divisions, the 58th foot troops attempted to shoot their way
and 60th, held the heights on both sides through the resistance. By 1615 the task
of the road, with their strongest posi- force again was stopped after having
tions on the eastern edge. Any force moved only a mile and a half nearer
moving north from Kot'o-ri would run Hagaru-ri.
a ten-mile gauntlet. Two more platoons of Marine tanks

By evening of the 28th Kot'o-ri was meanwhile moved out of Kot'o-ri un-
fairly full of troops who had been or- der Puller's orders to join Drysdale. But
dered north, principally the 41st Coin- even though he was to get additional
mando, Royal Marines; Company G, armor, Drysdale was uncertain whether
1st Marines; and Company B, 31st he should risk moving his men, now
Infantry. In addition, the Marine di- numbering about a thousand, the re-
vision headquarters troops who had maining seven miles to Hagaru-ri. By
failed to get through earlier in the day radio, he posed the question to Gen-
with Company D were still wanted at eral Smith. In view of the considered
General Smith's commmand post in need for reinforcements at Hagaru-ri,
Hagaru-ri. An Associated Press pho- Smith directed him to continue.
tographer, Frank Noel, also was trying Air-strikes sufficiently dampened
to move north. Colonel Puller formed enemy fire to permit the task force to
a motorized task force from these units, resume its march, but when it entered
placed Lt. Col. Douglas B. Drysdale, a mile-long valley midway between
thecommanderof the41stCommando, Kot'o-ri and Hagaru-ri, heavy fire
in charge, and ordered the force to from the ridges to the east again halted
make its way to Hagaru-ri on the fol- the column. As troops jumped from
lowing day. trucks to reduce the resistance, a mor-

Task Force Drysdale started north at tar round set fire to a truck near the
0930 on the 29th, the British marines middle of the column. The Chinese
in the lead, followed by Company G, concentrated small arms and mortar
Company B, and the headquarters fire around the damaged vehicle to
troops. Chinese dug in east of the road prevent its removal and thus obstruct
about a mile and a half above Kot'o-ri the road and split Drysdale's column.
offered the first resistance. They were Ahead of the truck, Drysdale with most
eliminated, but a mile farther north, of his commandos, two platoons of
fire from a stronger Chinese force in tanks, Company G, and a few members
the high ground on the east brought of' Company B managed to move on.
the task force to a full halt by noontime. Drysdale expected the remainder of

Colonel Drysdale, near that hour, the column to close ranks. But behind
received word from Colonel Puller the burning vehicle, in what Drysdale
that two Marine tank platoons would later dubbed Hell Fire Valley, about
be available at 1300. Drysdale waited sixty conmman-dos, most of Corpany B,
for the armor, then with the tanks lead- and the division headquarters troops

%f
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remained pinned down in ditches and firefight most of the men in the three
depressions along the road. clusters farther south managed to es-

Only intermittent fire and one strong cape into the high ground west of the
Chinese position about a mile and a half road. Though pursued, they managed
below Hagaru-ri obstructed Drysdale's to reach Kot'o-ri, bringing the total of
movement north of Hell Fire Valley. men who escaped south to about three
Drysdale was wounded while fighting hundred. At the northern position, only
past the Chinese strongpoint, where- a few British commandos were able to
upon the Company G commander led slip away toward Kot'o-ri. When pho-
the column the remaining short dis- tographer Frank Noel and two other
tance to its destination. About an hour men jumped into ajeep to make a run
after dark Drysdale's four hundred for it, they were captured before they
men entered Hagaru-ri. They were had moved a hundred yards.
surprised, in view of their own day of At 0430 the Chinese sent these cap-
fighting, to find the town quiet and the tives to McLaughlin with a surrender
engineers working under floodlights at demand. Stalling to enable as many
the airstrip to the southwest. men as possible to escape, McLaughlin

The Chinese meanwhile began the finally agreed to surrender himself
reduction of Drysdale's forces caught and the forty able-bodied men re-
in Hell Fire Valley. Before dark a force maining. The Chinese allowed him to
sliced west across the road between the place his more seriously wounded men
immobilized troops and the two pla- in a nearby house as the Hell Fire Val-
toons of tanks coming from Kot'o-ri. ley affair ended. Task Force Drysdale's
Some of the tail-end armored troops, total casualties exceeded three hun-
receiving considerable fire themselves, dred. About seventy-five trucks were
returned to Kot'o-ri during the night; lost during the day and night.
the remainder went back at dawn.

To the north, near the damaged The Tokyo Conference
truck, another pre-dark attack isolated
about a hundred forty troops from the Not long after Colonel Drysdale and
rest of the trapped men while the latter the men with him reached Hagaru-ri,
gradually gathered in three clusters as they knew they would soon be making
they sought cover from the fire coming a return trip through Hell Fire Valley.
in friom east of the road. Thereafter This decision was one result of General
until midnight the Chinese were con- MacArthur's conference with General
tent to fire on the four separated Walker and General Almond in Tokyo
groups while they looted the trucks on on the night of the 28th.8
the road. Having heard Walker and Almond

In the early hours of 30 November on what had happened in their respec-
they sent small forces armed with gre- tive sectors, MacArthurjudged that the
nades against the northernmost group. Eighth Army was in greater danger
The latter, led by Marine Maj. John N. than the X Corps. But he wanted both
McLaughlin, held off the Clh nese but
took high losses and by 0430 expended "Thissction ,. Iocd o,, Sch,,ahel.'oliyandbDrec.

most of their ammunition. During this tion, pp. 278-79.
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commands to step back. Walker was to through the laebaeks toward Tokch'on
make whatever withdrawals were neces- to attack the Chinese pressing Walker's
sary to escape being enveloped. Al- right flank. Almond argued that the
mond was to maintain contact with the road Wright had in mind did not exist
Chinese but also was to pull the X (it (lid, but it was not made for military
Corps out of its spread-eagle positions traffic) and that the severe winter
and concentrate it in the Hamhung- weather combined with any strong Chi-
Hungnam coastal area. nese force in the gap between com-

MacArthur next asked Almond what mands might destroy the division. Al-
the X Corps could do to help the Eighth mond agreed to the move, however, if
Army. Almond pointed out that the iso- the Eighth Army would supply the 3d
lated Marine and Army troops at the Division after it reached the western
reservoir had to be retrieved before slopes of the Taebaeks. General Walker
anything else could be done. MacAr- offered no such support, and the con-
thur agreed but then restated his ques- ference closed an hour past midnight
tion to ask what Almond could do to without a final decision on the proposed
relieve the threat to Walker's east move. But owing to MacArthur's clear
flank. The answer to this question held interest, such a maneuver would come
MacArthur's primary interest, up again after Walker and Almond re-

General Wright, MacArthur's G-3, turned to Korea on the 29th to get their
suggested that Ahnond send the 3d disengagements started.
Division west over the road leading



CHAPTER VI

Disengagement in the West

General Walker reached his P'yong- alry commander, had his reserve battal-
yang headquarters from the meeting ion collect South Korean troops as they
in Tokyo during the afternoon of the came through his forward line. Refu-
29th. The Eighth Army at the time was gees streamed south with the ROK
making a second short withdrawal, or- forces, and either North Korean guer-
ganized by his staff not long before he rillas or disguised Chinese regulars who
arrived, in response to the threat of en- had joined the civilians harassed the
velopment from the east which over- cavalrymen as they entered the regi-
night and through the morning had mental position. Hand grenades thrown
further enlarged. by the infiltrators killed a company

commander and wo, .ded eight men.-
Vie Threat of Evvelopment The problem of refugees was not pe-

culiar to the 1st Cavalry Division sector.

7oward Sunch'on Throngs of civilians had begun to move
south across the entire front. Crowds

On the Sunch'on road at the army of refugees on the roads threatened to
right, General Gay's decision against interfere with the movement of troops
moving the 7th Cavalry uip from Ku- and supplies, and drifting columns off
jong-ni to the Pukch'ang-ni area on the civilians everywhere offered the enemy
28th left the initiative to the Chinese. a vehicle for infiltration. Both dangers
Shortly before da,,light on the 29th the prompted army orders late on the 28th
1251h Division, 42d Army, whose regi- directing that refugees be diverted be-
ments air observers previously saw pass- fore they could enter Eighth Army
ing through Pukch'ang-ni, sent forces lines.3

against the ROK 6th Division three The men of the 7th Cavalry found it
miles below town. (Map 9) The ROK difficultjust to halt the early morning
troops immediately withdrew five miles influx in their sector and had only par-
to Walpo-ri, but pursuing Chinese read- tially restored order by 0630 when lead-
ily flanked the new position, and the ing forces of the 125th Division opened
South Koreans scattered rearward to- fire friom high ground to the northeast.
ward the 7th Cavalry two miles below Exchanges of small arms fire contin-
them.'

Col. William A. Harris, the 7th Cay- 2 7th Cay Ilist Rpt, Nov 50; Ist Cay Div G3Jnl. 29

No% 50: 1.t CavahN l)iv son, Koea. June 1950 to anti.
v' 059 LAov'e A , ,erris, n.d.).

I st Cay I)iv G3 oil. 29 Nov 50; IX Corps G3 Spot ' Rad. GX 30074 KGOO. CG Eighth Army to CG
Rpt 2109. 29 Nov 50; 7th Cay I list Rpt. Nov 50. IX Corps et al.. 28 Nov 50.
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ued until artillery concentrations si- deployed along the Sunch'on-Sin-
lenced the Chinese two hours later. ch'ang-ni-Songch'on line.?

ROK troops and refugees continued to
enter the regiment's line (luring the At Kunu-ri
firefight. Panic spread through an ap- On the eastern side of the river in

1)roaching ROK artillery column when the Ch'ongch'on valley, the forces of
its lead vehicle stalled about a quarter the 40th Army who, beginning about
mile north of the cavalrymen. Instead midnight on the 28th, had pushed the
ofshoving the obstructing truck out of 2d Battalion of the 9th Infantry below
the way, the ROK artillerymen simply Pugwon, were joined in the town after
abandoned guns and trucks and ran daylight by sister forces that had
toward the regimental position. The come down the opposite side of the
motor officer of the 1st Battalion, 7th Ch'ongch'on. The latter forces had
Cavalry, and six of his men later vent turned the right flank of the 24th In-
forward and recovered eight howitzers fantry, 25th Division, then had moved

and sixteen vehicles. j  their main strength southeast across the
At midmorning, after the troopcrs river into Pugwon.i

finally gathered all South Korean forces Ahead of this juncture, Colonel
and cleared their position of refugees, Sloane withdrew the 2d and 3d Battal-
General Gay ordered the 7th Cavalry ions of the 9th Infantry around 0600,
to withdraw to Sinch'ang-ni, three miles first taking them behind (lefcnss hur-
south, unoccupied since the 8th Cav- riedly established by the 23d Infamtry
ary had left for Songch'on. The regi- astride the valley road below Pugwon,
ment and the ROI( 6th Division pulled then moving them to an assembly two
back during the afternoon, the 7th miles southwest of KIun-ri. Sloane's 1st
Cavalry taking position astride the Battalion, which late on the 28th had
Sunch'on road just above Sinch'ang-ni, taken position at the right rear of the
the South Koreans occupying adjacent 24th Infantry on the west side of' the
high ground on the west. Acting on Ch'ongch'on, rejoined the regiment at
Gay's p-cvious instructions, the 5th Car- the assembly area late oil the 29th after
airy meanwhile organized defenses a full day of operations with the 25th
astride the Taedong River two miles Division. The 401h Army, after joining
north of Sunch'on, aligned with lbut not assault forces at Pitgwon, meanwhile
physically adjoining the ROK 6th l)ivi- prcpared to attack Iunu-rt on a wide

sion to its right; the 8111 Cavalry, en front, spreading units rom Pugwon

route to Songch'on, placed its leading aoutheastward over Piho-san Ridge
battalion in the new area by nightfall. four miles above Kunu-ri. This ridge,
The Chinese on the Sunch'on road did under General Kiser T's plan for dIe-

not ])ursue the 7th Cavalry's withdrawal fending the lruwonWsaon for, de
and remained out. of contact wbile 0a eou ecto as

to have been occuplied by the 38th and
Gay's division and the South Koreans ROK 3d Regiments. 7

I hid
'7th Cav I Ist Rpt, Nov 50: Ist Cav l)iv G3 Jli. 29 "25th Div list, Nov 50: 9th lot I list. Nov 50.

No% 50: lt Cavaln Dwi ion. Korea.June 1950 tojanu. 7 9h h,1 1 list. Nov 50t; 23d hli Cored Rpt. Nov 50:
ary 1952. 38h liff Comd Rpt. Nov 50.
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On the right flank of the 2d Division of the 3d, blocking a valley approach to
sector, the 381h Army assaults opened Kunu-ri. 9

against the Turkish brigade at Sinnim- Immediately east, the 38th Infantry's
ni during the first hours of the 29th new line slanted southeast over lesser
were still in progress at daylight. Be- hills below Piho-san Ridge to the
cause neither wire nor radio communi- Tokch'on-Kunu-ri road at the north-
cations existed between the Turk for- eastern edge of Kaech'on. The attached
ward units and brigade headquarters ROK 3d Regiment held the left sector
in Kaech'on, three miles west of directly below Piho-san. The 2d and 3d
Sinnim-ni, General Yasici knew noth- Battalions, facing northeast and east,
ing of the attack until his artillery bat- carried the remainder of the line to the
talion pulled back to Kaech'on. Accord- boundary with the Turks at Kaech'on.
ing to the artillery commander, the Colonel Peploc kept his command post
three infantry battalions were sur- and 1st Battalion in the assembly area
rounded. Yasici delayed counterneas- established the previous night a mile
tires until daylight, then dispatched an cast of Kiunu-ri. I°

infaintry company from his replacement The Turks were expected to anchor
battalion and the platoon of' tanks at- the 2d )ivision's right flank. Some were
tached from the 72d Tank Battalion to to occupy a bit of high ground at the
clear the road and deliver instructions eastern edge of' Kaech'on. The rest
for a wihdrawal to Kaech'on. The task were to move below the K.,aech'on River
force reached Sinnim-ni easily. and the to refuse the flank and block a valley
infantry battalions withdrew without where the road from Sunch'on, pre-
interference. But Chinese forces moved viously cut by the Chinese at Samso-ri
west with the withdrawal, marching farther south, made its exit before
over the ridges below the Kaech'on crossing river to enter Kaech'on. But
River. which coursed westward just regardless of repeated urgings from the
south of and parallel to the Tokch'on- American advisers, General Yasici
Kunu-ri road. s  failed to l)lace troops below the river.

In response to the nighttime and At noontime two Turk companies occu-
morning changes in (he 2d Division pied the small hill just cast of Kaech'on
sector-the lose of Pugwon, the enemy's town. The remainder of the brigade
occupation of' Piho-san Ridge, and the was assembled inside town with senti-
Turk withdrawal to Kaech'on-Gen- ncls posted along the outer limits. |

eral Keiser and his forward unit com-
nanders worked out a new defense line At the Brhlgehead
by noon on the 29th. At the left, two Unlike the enemy efforts toward
battalions of the 23d Infantry blocked Unlh e an eforlts toward
the Ch'ongcl'on valley road in depth, Sunch'on and Kanv-ri, the Chinese
the 2d holding a forward position w above the Ch'ongcn'on made no con-
miles below Pugwon, the,3d astride the certed daylight attack against the I
road two miles north of Kunu-ri. rhe Corps. The 94t1 Division had no con-

1st Battalion was a mile and ai ll ( i i "3d ( m RI. Nov 5(0.
- t38h In1 Cored Ipt, Nov 50.

"T'mkih U" N B; igde AdvisolV d Ol mp 20 Nov - I I"'TrkKish U N. B igadc AdViysoi v G o 1), 20 No% -
13 le 50.'" 13 lDc( 50
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tact at all as General Church started his The Second Disengagement
forces toward Sunch'on, as ordered by
General Walker the day before. The Kun u-ri Abandoned
only enemy action in the ROK 1st Divi- Ey in the afternoon or the 29th,
sion's sector was small arms and artil- eare in t i e lern of the
lery fire placed on General Paik's delay- before General Keiser learned of the
ing forces in and west of Yongsan-dong army order to withdraw south of Kunu-
before they pulled back to the bridge- i, the 4ah and 38th Armies converged
head during the morning. Eastard on his arch of positions north and east
the 25th Division's sector, the 39th Army of the town. (Map I0)Just north of the
launched local assaults on the 27th In- Tiks at Kaech'on, 38th Army forces
fantry in the division center about the moving west along and above the
same time that 401h Army forces turned Tokch'on-Kunu-ri road attacked the
the 24th Infantry's right flank. But 3(1 Battalion, 38th Infantry, quickly
these attacks posed no serious threat to overrunning its right flank position.
the corps bridgehead. 12  Sensing the start of a strong enemy

The real danger lay below the river. effort, Brig. Gen.J. Sladen Bradley, the

By noon on the 29th only two battal- 2d Division's assistant commander, ra-

ions of the 23d Infantry stood before dioed orders to Colonel Peploe for re-

the 40th Army forces on the Ch'ongch'on lay to General Yasici to attack and rees-

valley road. Should these be eliminated, tablish the lost position. But Bradley's

a follow-up Chinese thrust down the order brought no more results than the

twenty-mile stretch of road between earlier recommendations of Yasici's ad-

Kunu-ri and Sinanu would trap Gen- visers that the Turks take position south

cral Milburn's forces above the of the Kaech'on River."' t

Ch'ongch'on. Shortly afterwards, mortar fire struck
To respond to this danger and to the Turks inside Kaech'on, and the 381htighten the defense againstt two Army forces who had moved west belowarms of the Chinese eineloping tw the Kaech'on River came out of the un-neuver, Colonel I)abney, the nmy -3, guarded valley south of town. Thoughradioed instructions about an hour Gst taken under fire from across the rivernoon fom- a withdrawal to a line that by Yasici's tanks, the Chinese slantedfollowed the lower bank of the northwest toward a hill mass rising

Ch'onigclh'on ipstream almost to just north of the river a mile behind

Kunu-ri, then curvcCd southeast tojoinl Kaech'on, where they could block the

the 1st Cavalry Division's new line from road to Kunu-ri at the western half of a

Sunch'on through Sincl'ang-ni to pass. Yasici promptly withdrew and
Songch'on. The bridgehead and Kunu- soon filled the road from Kaech'on

ri thus would be abandoned. and the westward through the pass with a 1ov-
Eighth Army's east flank position would ble colum of troops and vehiclesY'

become longer than the front. "3 To assist the 2d and 3d Battalions of'

I Corp Itel Sums 226 and 227. 29 Nov 50: I 2d )iv WI). No% 50: 381h IlfComd Rpm. Nov 50:

Corps PORs 233 and 231. 29 No% 50J. 2-th Div WD. "Tulkish U.N. B1igade Advisoi% GroUp. 20 Nov-13

No% 5)0: 25 h )iv Wi). Nov 50. l)( 50.'

Coi ps el ;t.. 29 Nov 5). 13 It-c 50,"
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the 38th Infantry, both now engaged Chinese fire. Both the equipment and
in a firefight with Chinese to their front techniques of the Fifth Air Force were
and both just as much in danger of extremely limited for providing close
being enveloped as the Turks, Colonel air support at night and in bad weather.

* Peploe ordered his reserve 1st Bat- Although General Stratemeyer and
talion, less Company C, to move up on General Partridge had tried almost
the regimental right. But when the bat- fr'om the beginning of the war to ob-
talion mounted trucks and started east tain sufficient equipment and develop
over the road toward Kaech'on, it effective procedures for furnishing
found the way blocked by the oncom- such support, they now had only the
ing Turk traffic. Peploe drew the sty- 1st Shoran Beacon Unit, whose opera-
mied battalion back to a blocking posi- tions so far had been unsatisfactory,
tion astride the road a mile east of and three AN/MPQ-2 radar detach-
Kunu-ri and instructed his forward bat- ments. The successful, if out-of-the-
talions to make their way behind this ordinary, B-26 strike carefully brought
position as best they could. Forces of in on the pass after dark permitted the
the 40th Artmy meanwhile struck south Turks and Peploc's troops again to
of Piho-san Ridge against the ROK 3d move west. Peploe reorganized most of
Regiment. Peploc pulled the 3d back his men behind his covering positions
to a position a little over a mile north- before midnight, but the Turkish bri-
east of Kunu-ri and tied its right flank gade was in disorder, with units disor-
to the left of his 1st Battalion to ganized, key leaders missing, and
strengthen the cover for his forces with- Turks scattered in clumps all along the
drawing from the east. 16 way from the pass through Peploe's

While Peploc organized the cover- position and Kunu-ri to the 2d Divi-
ing position, his 2d and 3d Battalions sion command post six miles south of
disengaged and filed out of the hills Kunu-ri. 8

above Kaech'on onto the Kunu-ri road Amidst this melee east of Kunu-ri,
with the Turks. The Chinese swinging General Keiser issued instructions, in-
in from the southeast by that time held stigated by the newest directive from
the hill mass overlooking the pass from army, for the 2d Division's withdrawal
the south and soon halted the westward below the town. Partially covered by the
flow of traffic with a heavy volume of ROK 3d Regiment and 38th Infantry
fire. Taking cover north of the road, northeast and east of town, Colonel
Americans and Turks in the pass area Freeman was to move first, pulling his
returned fire until long past dark. But 23d Infantry out of position north of
the Chinese fire continued to block all Kunu-ri and taking it south of the
movement except for some tanks and Kaech'on River below town. Here, be-
vehicles carrying wounded that man- tween the Kaech'on and the parallel
aged to move around the pass over a Chot'ong River about a mile farther
trail to the north.17 south, a low ridge reached north-

A B-26 strike finally dampened the westward athwart the Kunu-ri-Sinanju

Ii 38th Inf Cond Rpt, Nov 50.
II 1 , "r. ,kh U.N. Br)g1(.. Advlsor, Caol. Ibid.: Fkarell, The United .States Air Force in Korea,

20 Nov-13 Dec 50." 1950-1953, pp. 328-29. 377-78.
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stretch of the Ch'ongch'on valley road. In pulling out of position north of
Defenses along this height would block Kunu-ri, Colonel Freeman kept his 3d
the road and would provide excellent Battalion astride the Ch'ongch'on val-
observation and fields of fire across the ley road two miles above town as cover
river flats toward Kunu-ri. 1) while he moved the remainder of the

After Freeman was in position, 23d Regiment during the early evening
Peploe was to withdraw to a position hours to the new position south of the
on the low ridge east of the 23d. But Kaech'on River. The covering battalion,
since Peploe's route passed through the after being hit hard by Chinese coming
southern outskirts of Kunu-ri before down the valley road, withdrew at 2200.
turning south over the Kaech'on, Company L and a platoon from the 72d
Peploe anticipated being cut off if Chi- Tank Battalion dropped off at the
nese stormed into Kunu-ri on the heels northern edge of Kunu-ri while the re-
of Freeman's withdrawal. Against this mainder of the battalion continued to
possibility, he arranged for Freeman to the new regimental line.22

leave a rifle company and a platoon of A Chinese battalion caught up with
tanks in Kunu-ri to cover the with- Freeman's force at the upper edge of
drawal of the 38th and ROK 3d Kunu-ri around midnight. The infan-
Regiments. 20  trymen and tankers threw back four

The disintegration of the Turkish strong assaults before pulling south and
brigade spoiled General Keiser's plan so gave Colonel Peploe the time and
to employ the Turks below Kunu-ri protection needed to move vehicles,
along the northern six miles of the divi- casualties, and then his main strength
sion supply road. Located along this through the lower edge of town and
road segment, which followed gener- south behind the 23d Infantry. Peploe's
ally the Kunu-ri-Sunch'on rail line, rear guard, the 1st Battalion of the
were all the division artillery and, at ROK 3d Regiment, received fire from
tile most southerly point, the division Chinese following the withdrawal from
headquarters. Keiser had intended that the east and northeast but broke away
the Turks deploy east of this stretch of in the darkness near 0400 and with-
road. But his order giving the brigade drew cross-country.' 3

this assignment was not even acknowl- Through the remainder of the night
edged. While confused Turkish troops Peploe gradually collected the some-
straggled into and south of Kunu-i, what scattered units of the 38th Infan-
General Yasici headed out over the try a mile southwest of Freeman's posi-
road to Sinanju on a roundabout ride tion but was unable to locate the main
to Sunch'on where he hoped eventu- body of the ROK 3d Regiment. He had
ally to reassemble the brigade. Keiser's instructed the South Koreans to take
supply road, command post, and artil- position to the immediate right of" the
lery base meanwhile remained wide 23d. Instead, they had gathered in
open to attack from the east.2 1  small groups along the 2d Division

supply road not far from division head-
ib,2d Div G3.ll, Eny 72,29 Nov 50. quarters. They intended, according to")b'IB.; 38th Ill Cored Rpt, Nov 50,

I.tr. Lt Col Matmice G. l lolden to Maj Roy E.
Appleman. 26 Feb 52: "Turkish U.N. Brigade Advi- 23d lit Could Rpt, Nov 50.
sory Gioup, 20 Nov-13 Dec 50." 23 Ibid.; 38th lin Cond Rit, Nov 50.
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orders f!rom their own regimental had been established inside Kunu-ri at
commander, to continue south to an city hall. The attack came while the bat-
assembly in Sunch'on.2

4 talion commander was talking by phone
with the regimental commander, Colo-

In the Bridgehead nel Corley, to arrange a withdrawal
southwest of Kunu-ri to tie in with the

Late in tile afternoon of the 29th 23d Infantry's new main position be-
General Milburn ordered the I Corps low the Kaech'on Rivet. Battalion com-
to abandon its bridgehead in a two-step munications with both regiment and the
withdrawal. The ROK 1st and 25th Di- frontline companies went out soon,
visions first were to fall back after dark thereafter, and the battalion head-
to a line running from a western an- quarters group withdrew, with some
chor three miles above the Ch'ongch'on difficuty, to the regimental com eand

northeast to the mouth of the Kuryong diffive miles southwest of Kunu-ri.

Rivet, then along the lower bank of the polone miles southe bat tin o .

Ch'ongch'on to the 2d1 Division's left Colonel Corley and the battalion comn-
flank below Pugwon. The two divisions mander then arranged air support and

were to Pul l completely behind the placed guides along the Kunu-ri- Anju
were o atl coapligtly bin the th.road in an effort to help Companies I,
Ch'ongch'on at daylight on the 30th. K, and L move south past Chinese, who
TFhis second move would be covered by meanwhile had swept to behind them
the 5th Regimental Combat Team, now from the east. The three companies fi-
detached from the 24tJ; Division and

under corps control, from positions ira- nally got out at 1630 on the 30th at a
cost of I killed, 30 wounded, and 109inediately north and northeast of tihe Co • 26,

river crossings in the Sinanju-Anju missing.

area.25
Milburn's forces occupied the first Attack at Sinch'ang-ni

phase line before midnight. At the far At the army right, the respite gained
right, the 3d Battalion of the 24th by the 7th Cavalry when it disengaged
Infantry, which had tied the 25th Divi- at Kujong-ni on the Sunch'on road dur-
sion's position to that of the 2d Divi- ing the afternoon of the 29th lasted not
sion about 2 100, was left with an open quite to midnight. At 2230, heavy small
east flank an hour later when the 3d arms, machine gun, and mortar fire
Battalion of the 23d Infantry withdrew swept the 7th's new position above
after being hit by the Chinese coming Sinch'ang-ni; a half hour later, Chinese
down the Ch'ongch'on valley road. following the road wedged between the
Near midnight, when the Chinese bat- two forward battalions. Heavy defen-
talion opened assaults on Colonel sive mortar and artillery fire threw back
Freeman's blocking force at the north- the assault, but not before a hundred
ern edge of Kunu-ri, part of the enemy fifty Chinese slipped through the open-
unit also attacked the command post of ing in the cavalry line and attacked the
the 3d Battalion, 24th Infantry, which command posts of both battalions.

" " InComd p , 021, I C~ot ps 'ORs 23,1 and 235, 29 Nov 50. 24th Div
21C.. orps ,p, Opo Dir. No Nu 50. ' ..... " lt, No% 50,21 1 Corps Oln Dir 28. 21) Nov 50. N ov .50.
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Some of the attackers made it all the While the 19th Regimental Combat
way into Sinch'ang-ni.27  Team was moving the first four miles

From below Sinch'ang-ni, a rifle down the diagonal road below Anju,
company, two tanks, and a motorized Church received aerial observer reports
section of heavy machine guns of the that the road ahead of the team was
reserve battalion counterattacked at blocked in two places. He instructed
0200 and cleared the forward head- Colonel Moore to destroy the blocks
quarters areas. Near 0230 the Chinese with part of his force and to shift the
began to pull out of contact, electing remainder westward to take Route 1
only to harass the cavalrymen with mor- south to Sukch'on, then a lateral road
tar fire through the remainder of the east to Sunch'on. Leaving the intelli-
night. The 7th Cavalry suffered 38 gence and reconnaissance platoon, an
killed, 107 wounded, and 11 missing infantry company, and a tank company
during the engagement. Known enemy to deal with the roadblocks, Moore took
losses were 350 killed and 10 captured. the rest of his combat team over the
One prisoner identified the assault unit new route, assembling it near Sunch'on
as the 37th Regiment of the 125th Divi- shortly after dark. Colonel Stephens'
sion, whose mission, he asserted, had combat team also used Route 1 and the
been to open the road preliminary to lateral road, taking up the better part
an attack on Sunch'on by a larger of the night to reach the Sunch'on
force. 28  assembly.4)

Moore's task force meanwhile en-
Trouble on the Lines of Conmnunication countered the first roadblock about

On the Anju-Sunch'on Road 1400, after moving three miles farther
down the diagonal road, and drove the

By morning of the 30th the 24th Chinese away with only small arms fire.
Division, less the 5th Regimental Coin- Another three miles southeast, the
bat Team, was available to help block force spotted Chinese in high ground
any attempt to seize Sunch'on. General overlooking the road near an irrigation
Church had started his forces out of reservoir. Tank fire, mortar fire, and
the I Corps sector near noon on the an air strike killed several Chinese and
29th. Col. Ned D. Moore's 19th Infan- scattered the remainder. The task force
try and its combat team attachments then continued to Sunch'on, reaching
moved first, motoring from Pakch'on the assembly area at 2300.31

to Anju and then down a diagonal road
leading southeast toward Sunch'on. On the Kin-ri-Sunch'on Road
Col. Richard W. Stephen's 21st Regi-
mental Combat Team followed late in evidentl had moved in the van of the
the afternoon after being relieved at its enem y westwared in the va n tposition at the I Corps left by South enemy's westward push toward Kunu-
Korean Troops.Su ri. While they proved no real hindrance

Troos.to the 24th Division's move to Such'on,
U7 7uh C(av list Rpt, Nov. 50. it became clear that forces following
S' 1st cay Div G3 .I. ,29)ant 31) No -U. 7th Car

I list Rpt. Nov 50.
22 I2,th )iv WI). Nov 50: 1 Cot ps POR 234. 29 Nov "24h Div WD. Nov 50.

Y 50. "q Ibidl.
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them had established a much stronger around noontime. Keiser then called
block farther east on the 2d Division's for a rifle company from the 38th In-
supply road between Kunu-ri and fantry. Colonel Peploe sent Company
Sunch'on. C, now no more than seventy-five men

Before daylight on the 29th, Turk who, accompanied by a tank platoon
soldiers from a convoy carrying sup- from the 72d Tank Battalion, in mid-
plies to the brigade stopped at the 2d afternoon joined the reconnaissance
Division command post six miles below force at the pass. This combination also
Kunu-ri to report that they had encoun- was unable to eliminate the fire block,
tered a roadblock while traveling north and near dusk Keiser ordered the
from Sunch'on. At 0900 a patrol from force to withdraw into positions around
the division military police company division headquarters. The Chinese
moved south to investigate, came un- unit in the pass was now believed to be
der fire about four miles below divi- a battalion.
sion headquarters, and lost one man General Coulter meanwhile started
killed and three wounded in attempt- part of his reserve north toward the
ing to define the enemy position.32  roadblock. Earlier in the morning he

General Keiser next ordered his had ordered Brig. B. A. Coad, com-
reconnaissance company to clear the mander of the British 27th Brigade, to
obstruction, evidently only a fire block send a battalion to Samso-ri to elimi-
centered in a pass four miles south just nate the Chinese encountered there the
above the village and railroad station previous day by the 5th Cavalry. After
of Yongwon. Keiser apparently did not learning of the 2d Division's predica-
.now at the time that a platoon of tanks, ment about 0830, he redirected the
attached fr'om the 72d Tank Battalion British against the newer roadblock.
to the British 27th Brigade but not mov- The Middlesex Battalion, motorized for
ing with the brigade from Kunu-ri to its mission, headed toward its new desti-
Chasan on the 28th, had just headed nation shortly after 1000 and in the re-
south over the blocked road. Only the maining daylight assembled seven miles
protection of armor allowed this pla- south of the blocked pass.35

toon to proceed through the pass un- Coulter informed General Keiser that
der intense fire from what appeared to the British battalion would move to-
be two enemy companies in the sur- ward the roadblock from the south at
rounding high ground.3 1 daylight on the 30th and instructed him

The reconnaissance company to mount in concert a vigorous attack
reached the pass at midmorning but, from the north. The 2d Division coni-
despite fire support from a battery of mander needed little prompting. To his
the 503d Field Artillery Battalion, front, the 401h Army was pressing the
stalled before the Chinese position

SL l.tr. I loldcn to Applemen. 26 Feb 52: 2d Div

St~r. I IoI ) to Appkem:n. 26 Feb 52:; 2d Div G2-G3 .JI. Enties j-1-t59, J-1,157. and J-1175. 29
-- G2-G3nl. Entr .1-1,156,29 Nov 50; 2d Div WD, Nov Nov 50: 2d l)iv Arty W). Nov 50: IX Corps G3 Spot
50. Rpt 2111. 29 Nov 50.

" Ltr. I folden to Applneian, 26 Feb 52; 72d Tk Bn " R:td. IX:AT-102. CG IX Corps to dG 27th Brit
I-ni .. 1n 1it I 'iat o v 50; X o Crp Spn g. .; g. 2'9 N .59; 1. X Op lt S p

Rpt 2107. 29 Nov 50. 2110. 29 Nov 50,
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single battalion of the 23d Infantry still 7he Sukch'on-Sunch'on-Songch'on Line
north of Kunu-ri; to his right, the 38th
Army had partially enveloped the 38th Having returned to Korea from To-

Infantry and the Turkish brigade; and kyo with instructions from General
in the immediate real area, all of his MacArthur to prevent the envelopment

artillery and division headquarters were of the Eighth Army, General Walker
vulnerable to attack from the east. (See late on the 29th called a general with-
Map 10.) In all likelihood, further with- drawal to a line twenty miles south of

drawils would become necessary, and Kunu-ri and thirty miles above P'yong-
the road south, if it was to be used, had yang whose general trace connected
first to be opened."6  the towns of Sukch'on, Sunch'on, and

Keiser alerted the 9th Infantry, still Songch'on. The twenty-mile retirement
assembled two miles southwest of would take his northernmost forces-
Kunu-ri, for the next attack on the tile ROK 1st, 25th, and 2d Divisions-
roadblock. When Colonel Sloane re- out of the path of the Chinese closing

ported to division headquarters for in- in on Kunu-ri fr-om the east and north,
structions around 2000, he advised and the resulting consolidation of forces
General Keiser that operations over the would permit a more closely knit de-
Past four days had reduced the 9th In- fense with which to meet the deeper

fantry to less than half strength and Chinese thrust down the Tokch'on-
that an attack could be mounted with Sunch'on road and any similar effort
only the four hundred to five hundred over the Songch'on-P'yongyang route.
men remaining in the 2d and 3d Bat- Walker instructed the I Corps to face
talions. (Fhe 1st Battalion was then still north along the Sukch'on-Sunch'on
with the 25th Division.) Keiser told segment of tie new line, the IX Corps
Sloane to employ all of these men and to occuipy the slightly larger sector
to hit the roadblock at daylight on the curving to the southeast between
30th.3 7  Sunch'on and Sotlgch 'oi.

The Middlesex Battalion, according Vie I Cops Withdrawal
to final plans worked out between
Keiser and Coulter, would be in posi- General Milburn's move to the rear
tion just south of the pass by 0800 but was uncomplicated since the first phase
would not attack unless Keiser so of his earlier withdrawal out of the
requested. His signal for an attack Ch'ongch'on bridgehead had taken the
would be radioed to the British. Last, I Corps out of contact except oil tile
Keiser worked out a no-fire line so that extreme right near Kunu-ri. Milburn
Sloane's artillery support would not assigaied the ROK 1st Division to the
strike the British unit. kt half of the Sukch'on-Sunch'nn

sector, the 25th Division to the right.
Both divisions were to withdraw at day-

Li; Err, I lolden i toApplCIn, 26 Feb 52. light oil tile 30th under cover provided
" Ibid.: 9th Inf list. Nov 50: Marshall. The River by Col. John L. TFhrockmorton's 5th

and the Gauntlet. 1). 269.
IX Corps 63 Spot Rpt 21b4. 31) No% 50; Lu. R.G ttGX 300m OO' %x M!: '..,

Ilolden to Appleman. 26 Feb 52. Corps ctAl.. 21) Nov 50.
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Regimental Combat Team. Throck- withdrawal over the Kunu-ri-Sun ch'on
morton's team was to remain in the road."'
Anju area to protect fords and two Throckmorton therefore continued
bridges over the Ch'ongch'on until the to man his covering position past mid-
divisions had cleared the river, then was night. By the time his combat team fi-
to move into corps reserve at Yongyu, nally reached its corps reserve assem-
eight miles south of Sukch'on.' °  bly at Yongyu on 1 December, the ROK

Milburn's forces peeled off from the 1st and 25th Divisions had left their
left, moving west and south over the temporary assembly areas to occupy
Kunu-ri-Sinanju-Sukch'on route. The their assigned sectors of the new army
ROK Ist Division started at 0600 and line.
moved slowly but without incident to-
ward an assembly near Sukch'on. The The 2d Division Plan
25th Division began moving an hour In establishing division sectors along
later toward an assembly nearer the IX Corps' new defense line, Gen-
Sunch'on. By 1480 all I Corps troops eral Coulter attached the British 27th
who had been above the Ch'ongch'on Brigade tothe 1st Cavalry Division and
were below the river. Less than a m hour instructed General Gay to organize po-later 5th Regimenttal Colmbat Team sitions fr'om Songch'on northwestward
troops blew one Anju bridge and about stionsi m sc orthwStward

180 etryd h ohr.Mlbr te to a point six miles short of Sunchl'onl.1800 destroyed the other. Milburn then The 2d Division was to occupy these
instructed colonel Throckmorton to last six miles once it could disengage
start his withdrawal to Yongyu. But and withdraw from the Kunu-ri area. 12
while most I Corps forces by then were In anticipation of'such a withdawal,
moving down the SinlanjU-SUkch'on General Keiser and his G-3, Lt. Col.
segment of Route I by truck or afoot, Maurice C. Holden, on the 29th had
troops were still coming into Throck- considered the alternative oftaking the
morton's line from the direction of cd D sion south over the Kunu-ri-
Kunu-ri. Some were from the 3d Bat- DSinanju-Sukch'on route throughi the I
talion, 24th Infantry, which until late Cos )-Sco rThi ' ogb th I
afternoon had been blocked off by en- Cr 1 s sector. This possibility was

emy troops behind its position north- raoed Kesene afternoon to

west of Kunu-ri. Others were from phoned Keiser during the afternoon to
C inquire about the 2d Division's situa-

Company B, 89th 'rank Battalion; tion and at that time offered the use ofCompany F, 27th Infantry; and the the I Corps roads. Colonel Holden and
25th Reconnaissance Company which the division provost marshal, Lt. Col.
had protected General Kean's with- Henry C. Becker, took immediate ad-
drawal from the area nearer Kunu-ri
not occupied by any of' Throckmorton's vantage of Milburn's offer to move vari-

troops. The remainder were from the
23d Regimental Combat Team, which " I Cot ps WD. Nat. Nov 50: 1 Co, pi WD. 30 Nov
had been covering the 2d Division's 50:25th Div 0 12,30Nov50: 5th RCTUnitRpt 109.

I 1Dec 50; 5th Ri S3 .nil, 3) Nov 50: 2,tth hif VI).
Nov 50; 89t h Med Tk B Unit Rpt. Nov 50. 251h Div

.Rad. CG 1 Corps to CG 25th Div t al.. 30 Nov50: Recon Co W). Nov 50.
I Corps i'OR 236. 30 Nov 50 1 Corps WI). Nar, Nov ' IX Corps Opn 506 (conirms fr.gmemary orders
50: 25th I)iv I list, Nov 50: 2,tth Inf WI). Nov 50. ahleadv issued). 30 Nov 50.
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ous service units and a large number of ing Coulter's withdrawal instructions,
southbound supply vehicles that had Keiser and his staff worked out the
collected on the blocked supply road. division's order of movement. As pre-
A division headquarters advance party viously planned, the 2d and 3d Battal-
joined the column of trucks as it turned ions of the 9th Infantry were to attack
back north to get on the road to Sinanju to open the road at daylight. When the
at ajunction just behind the position of road was clear, the remainder of the
the 23d Infantry. Colonel Gerald G. division was to withdraw in increments:
Epley, the chief of staff, apparently the division and division artillery head-
judged this to be the only use of the quarters first, then the engineer bat-
road intended by General Milburn: as talion, the remainder of the 9th Infan-
the service train started over the I try with its direct support artillery and
Corps route, he refused a division artil- the bulk of the division's antiaircraft
lery request to base withdrawal plans artillery attached, the two general sup-
on that axis on grounds that it was not port artillery battalions, the various
available to the 2d Division.". pieces of the Turkish brigade, the 38th

Colonel Holden attempted to make Infantry and its direct support artillery,
it available around 2000 when ie ra- the ROK 3d Regiment, and finally the
dioed the IX Corps G-3 and asked him rear guard composed of the 23d In-
to clear the 2d Division's unlimited use fantry, 15th Field Artillery Battalion,
of the Kunu-ri-Sinanju-Sukch'on route 72d 'rank Battalion, Battery B of the
with General Milburn. But although the Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weap-
G-3 reported that ie obtained the re- ons 82d Battalion, and 2d Chemical
quested clearance with the provision Mortar Battalion." 5

that Keiser's forces "work in on the All of General Keiser's plans so far
road as they can," Colonel Holden la- were based on the assumption that the
ter denied having received it. The Kunu-ri-Sunch'on road was blocked
question of permission, in any event, only at the pass four miles south of the
was soon replaced by doubt that the division comnmand post and that the 9th
road's use was possible. Before 2100, Infantry would have no particular diffi-
Colonel Becker, the provost marshal, culty clearing it. This assumption was
reported that Chinese had cut the challenged during the night when a
Kunu-ri-Anju segment. The road actu- Chinese patrol attacked and took a hill-
ally was still open, but Keiser sought no top from a squad of military police on
confirmation of the report and, upon the perimeter protecting Keiser's head-
receipt of the IX Corps order about quarters and when mortar, machine
0100 on the 30th, based his withdrawal gun, and small arms fire fell for about
plan on the use of the blocked road to an hour on both the division headquar-
the south."' ters area and the nearby position of the

In the hour and a half after receiv- 503d Field Artillery Battalion. But while
all of this heralded the westward ap-

r t2proach of 381h Army forces north of the_ I.*Ltr, I lolden to Applemen, 26 Feb 52;2d1 Div Arty

Wi). Entry 58. Nov 50.
'' 2d Div WD, G3 Activ Rpt. Nov 50: IX Corps G3

Spot Rpt 2140.29 Nov 50; Ltr. Holden to Appleiani. The order of mat ch is given in 2(d l)iv Arty POR
26 Feb 52: 2d i)iv Arty WD. Entry 61. Nov 50. 98, I Dec 50.
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pass area, it gave General Keiser no fire could be dropped on the Chinese-
definite evidence that the Chinese had held height, Sloane got his vehicles out
enlarged the fire block. He responded of range and deployed for assault. The
to the nighttime activity by moving the 2d Battalion and Company I climbed
38th Infantry east and south from its the ridge west of the road while the
location behind the 23d Infantry to an remainder of the 3d Battalion moved
assembly near the exposed 15th, 38th, over lower ground on the east. The Chi-
and 503d Field Artillery Battalions nese gunners on the western height
north of the division command post. pulled away as Sloane's f rces climbed
Otherwise, his plans to clear the known toward them, but small arms, machine
block to the south using the 9th In- gun, and mortar fire from the next
fantry, then to dispatch the remainder height south swept and stopped both
of his division to Sunch'on, remained battalions after their initial rush.48

in effect."6  When Sloane's assault foundered,
General Keiser sent the ROK 3d Regi-

The Roadblock Below Kunu-ri ment to assist. Sloane used the South

To reach the blocked pass four miles Koreans to relieve his forces west of
south of the 2d Division command post the road. Once the ROK forces passed
around daylight on the 30th, the 2d through, he intended to place all of his
Battalion of the 9th Infantry followed own troops east of the withdrawal route

in column by the mortar company and and again attack south. 9

the 3d Battalion with a platoon of regi- Against the possibility that Sloane's
mental tanks attached, left the regimen- renewed effort would not open thegiyoen- a road, Keiser instructed the 38th Infan-tal assembly southwest of Kunu-ri at try and all division artillery except the
0330. Colonel Sloane intended to y y e

march down the supply road two miles units attached to the 23d Infantry to

beyond the division command post, move to the division headquarters
area. Only combat equipment was tothen deploy a battalion on either be brought-. kitchens, maintenance

side of the road and advance over the eugt; kichns , anac
bordering ridges. (See Map 10.) But at equipnment, personal baggage, and all
0630, no more than a half mile south other nonessential impedimenta were
of division headquarters, the leading to be left behind. Colonel Peploe's

2d Battalion received small arms and forces, previously scheduled to march

machine gun fire from the high ground near the tail of the divisional column,
to the southwest. This fire was the first were now earmarked to lead the way
certain indication that the 38th Army south. Thus stripped and poised,

had extended the fire block north of Keiser could if necessary fight his way
'7 to Sunch'on. 50

the pas
While the mortar company pulled

back slightly to positions from which 9th i' Ilit, Nov 50: Marshall. The Rivey and the
Gauntlet, pp. 270-72.

; 1, 9th Inf llist. Nov 50: Ltr. I lolden to Applem.m.
16 U4r. lolden to Applenan. 26 Feb 52; 21 Div WI). 26 Feb 52; Marshall. The Riv'e? and the Gauntlet. pp.

Nov 50; Gugcler. Combat Actions in Korea. p.57: 38th 272-73.
Inf Coind Rpt. Nov 50. " 38th irF Cored Rpt. Nov 50; 2t1 Div Arty WI),

9hi In1 Ilist. Nov 50; Matshii. The Rive and the I*w -3. 30 Nov 0: !, , ... to Appe . 26
Gauntlet. 1). 270). Feb 52.
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Apparently unable to raise the Brit- the 23d Infantry just below the
ish by radio, Keiser sent a request Kaech'on River. Although near-
through IX Corps headquarters for the continuous air strikes on Kunu-ri and
Middlesex Battalion to strike north into its vicinity so far had helped materially
the pass area. About the same time, in holding off the enemy, the Chinese
Colonel Sloane dispatched his platoon strength across the river fiom the regi-
of tanks south to contact the British ment was growing. Freeman also had
unit. Sloane's tanks, like the platoon observed enemy troops moving around
fiom the 72d Tank Battalion the previ- his right flank toward Keiser's units to
ous day, weathered enemy fire without the south.53

loss and reached the British below the The combination of conditions above
pass about 1030. The Middlesex Battal- and below Keiser pushed him to the
ion already had tried to clear the pass, decision to run his forces through the
had been stopped by strong mortar and roadblock. Whereas speculation had
machine gun fire, and had then taken continued, especially among artillery
position near Yongwon to cover 2d Di- units, on a withdrawal over the Kunu-
vision forces when they came through ri-Sinanju-Sukch'on route, the latest
the pass. Sloane's tankers remained reports fiom Freeman discouraged that
with the British to add their guns to choice as the way out. To get on that
the cover.) route, almost all of Keiser's forces first

Near the time that Sloane's tanks would have to move north to the road
reached the British, the ROK 3d Regi- junction just behind the 23d Infantry
ment passed through Sloane's 2d Bat- which now appeared in immediate
talion. Supported by an air strike of danger of seizure by the Chinese ac-
rockets and napaln and by .50-caliber cumulating in Kunu-ri. In view of that
machine gun fire fion a platoon of possibility, the earlier report that the
tanks from the 72d Tank Battalion Kunu-ri-Anju road segment had been
(previously with the Turks) on the road, cut, and General Coulter's orders to
the South Koreans drove a small group the 2d Division to withdraw over the
of Chinese off the first hill south, then Kunu-ri-Sunch'on road, General Keiser
failed in two assaults to carry the ridge dismissed any further consideration of
beyond. Altogether, the ROK regi- using the I Corps route.'
ment gained just under three-quarters There were, on the other hand, at
of'a mile.52  least two prospects that favored run-

By noon Sloane's forces and the ning the roadblock. Although Sloane
South Koreans had gained no more had failed to clear the ridges below divi-
ground. Equally disturbing to General sion headquarters, the Chinese had not
Keiser, Colonel Freeman notified him exhibited any heavy firepower. The
that Chinese were beginning to press near enemy position also appeared to

be shallow. His forces, Keiser reasoned,

-, IX Corps G3 Spot Rpl' 2174. 30 Nov 50; 9th fi
I list, Nov 50: Mai shall. The River and the Gauntlet, p.
309. " 23d InC Co lnd Rpi. Nov 50: l.it. Hlolden to

9d 9i lif I list. Nov 50: [tr. I olde n oI m A mlerna. Appeim m. 20; F0, --,2.
26 Feb 52; -Marshall. The Rivet and the Gauntlet. . ' II tr. I loldCn to Applenan, 26 Feb 52: 2d Div Arty
273. 276-79. WI), Nov 10.
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probably could rush past it and then Peploe's 2d Battalion riding trucks and
face only the problem of negotiating regimental tanks passed through the
the pass farther south. Even the latter 9th Infantry about 1300. The lead tank
problem might already have been bearing three officers and eighteen
solved. Having no communication with men in addition to the crew received
the Middlesex Battalion, Keiser as- intermittent bursts of machine gun fire,
sumed that the British were attacking but no one was hit. The men aboard
northward. Hence, the pass might be the tank sprayed return fire into the
clear and a linkup with the British occur heights commanding the road as they
not far down the road .5  sped over the first mile and a half, then

Before signaling the start of the run cncountered a barricade. Apparently
south, Keiser reversed previoLIs instruc- between the time that Sloane's tanks
tions that only necessary battle gear be moved south during the morning and
taken. Near noon his assistant, General Peploe's forces started an hour a1 s It
Bradley, passed the word to all units to noon, the Chinese had obstructed the
bring out all serviceable vehicles and road with an M39 carrier, an M4 tank,
equi)ment. IK, eiser evidently believed and a 21/ ,-ton truck lost by Keiser's
the Chinese opposition below him cou|ld forces on the 29th. Although the time
be handled without stripping to bare taken to shove the obstructions off the
combat essentials. and for a speedy trip road was brief, the delay started a chain
to Stuch'on he could use all transporta- reaction of halts to the rear that fixed a
tion available. Keiser's final order of stop, wait, and go pattern to the entire
march kept the 38th Infantry in the withdrawal.'
lead, followed by division headquarters The leading tank and its passengers
and division artillery headquarters, next received and 0returned fire as befirc
all artillery battalions exce)t the 15th while negotiating the next two and a
with Freeman's regiment, then the en- half miles. including the quarte'-mile
ginecr battalion, and finally the rear- length of the pass. Another qtuartcr
guard 23d Regimental Combat Team. mile beyond the pass, a second bari-
All other forces-the 9th Infantry, cade of trucks and assorted edquip 1mClt
Company C of the 72d Tank Battalion, lay across the road, but the driver kept
the ROK 3I Regiemt, and t(roops of his tank at full speed and rammed
the Turkish brigade-were expected to through it. Around the next turn of'
work into the colmn ahead of the rear the road he passed behind the outposts
guard, those on foot hitching a ride of' the Middlesex Battalion about
wherever they could. The order to all 14 00."s

units was to kee l) moving)" The tank's successful one-hour run
Keiser instrtmcteci Colonel l'el)loe to prompted a message from tile British

mo0ve about 1245. Since Peploe already that when recorded at army headquar-
had organized the 38th Infantry for the ters pronounced the "MSR between
lide south, there was little delay in
starting. At the head of' the column, ,7 38th Ihf Cord Rp. Nov 50; 9th Inl I list. Nov

50; Mat shall. The Rwen an the Gauntlet. pp. 289-94.
ll-, I Ioldeti to Appiema. 26 Feb 52:; 'Ma shall, " 38th tof Com(I Rpt. Nov 50, Eighth Arim G3

The Rtvey and the Gauntlet. pp. 280-8. I il. 30 Nov 50: Maishall. The Relve and the Gauntlet.

2d Di% 1). No% 540. 2d iv Arty )VD. Nov .50 pp. 286-87.
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Kunu-ri and Sunch'on open as of some South Korean and Turkish troops
1400." But tile scene along the road scattered among then, managed to
behind the lead vehicle belied this opti- move in spurts and get through the pass
mism. As Peploe's 2d Battalion with the a little before 1500. By the time the tail
3d Battalion and regimental h eadquar- of Peploe's serial got through, the Chi-
ters group immediately behind moved nese in the pass area had greatly in-
over the four-mile stretch below divi- creased their fire and were moving
sion headquarters, the two regiments guns in an effort to block the quarter-
of the 113th Division in the bordering mile cut completely. 60

heights began strengthening their elon- Coming next into the pass were the
gated fire block. The heaviest fire fell 2d Battalion and mortar company of
in tile pass, but the Chinese also maneu- the 9th Infantry. Colonel Sloane dis-
vered to bring down small arms, ma- patched these two units onto the road
chine gun, and mortar fire on much of about 1330 behind Peploe's lead serial,
the road above the defile. The Chinese keeping the 3d Battalion deployed
placed )erlaps thirty or forty machine against the Chinese near the division's
guns and about ten mortars in action. point of departure. Part of the ROK
Most of the direct fire was delivered 3d Regiment and some Turks were
broadside, and much of it plunged onto mixed in. On the heels of the 9th In fan-
the road from long range. Ieploe's col- try troops caie General Keiser's head-
umn nevertheless began to lose men quarters troops and the reconnaissance
and vehicles, especially while at a halt; company who had begun to move ima-
as more trucks were disabled, the fre- mediately after learning that Peploe's
quency of the halts increased. 59  first troops had gone through the pass.

At each halt, riders leapt from tanks Right behind were the division artillery
and trucks for the roadside ditches, headquarters, the bulk of the 82d Anti-
Some fired into the heights, others only aircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons
sought cover. When able to move again, Battalion, the 1st Battalion of the 38th
drivers often left passengers behind. Of Infantry, and the division military po-
those left afoot by the destruction of lice company. Besides the division rear
their transportation or by a driver who guard, the division engineers, four ar-
failed to wait, the able-bodied straggled tillery battalions, and the rest of the 9th
south. some managing to catch another Iniantry had yet to take to the road.("
ride. Wounded were picked up by The ride south toward the pass was
troops following when there was room every bit as harrowing for this group as
in their vehicles; for lack of space or it had been for Peploe's men. Moving
notice, other casualties were left where through the defile was even more pain-
they had fallen. This scrambling grad- ful. As Sloane's leading troops entered
ually broke down tactical unity and the pass, the Chinese loosed efilading
troop control. But despite disorganiza- machine gun fire from both ends of
tion and casualties, Peploc's forces, with

38th lnf Cored Rpt. Nov 50; Maishall. The lver
2d Div G2-G3Jnl. EntiryJ-1490, 30 Nov 50; 2d and the Gauntlet. pp. 288-90. 306-07.

Div At iy VI). Nov 50: Eighth At my G3 Jnl 30 Nov 9th tnlit, i. Nov 50: Ltr, lolden to Applemati,
50: 38th tntf Cond Rpt. Nov 50, Mai shall, Thle Rivet 26 Fcb 52; 2d Div Arty WI), Nov 50. Ma:shall. The
and the Gauntlet. pp. 287-88. Rivei and the (,auntlet. pp. 318. 326.
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the cut as well as plunging fire from troops out cross-country. But by then
the embankments on either side. At the air strikes were beginning to have
least twenty disabled trucks already clut- an effect. Mosquito control pilots re-
tered the roadside when the first of ported that it was impossible to miss
Sloane's forces attempted to negotiate the Chinese clustered in the heights on
the pass, and as the enemy fire began either side of the road, and to make
taking an additional toll of vehicles, the sure of hitting their targets, pilots flew
wreckage in the roadway became a bar- in so low that the men in the pass ex-
rier impassable to trucks to the rear. pected the planes to crash. Machine gun
Troops amiidst and immediately behind bullets from the aircraft struck the
the obstructions tried to move afoot rocky embankments less than seventy-
through the pass, but the machine gun five yards above the men in the cut,
fire as well as small arms fire and- hand and burning napaln spilled onto the
grenades pitched down on them fiom road to set several vehicles afire. As the
above forced them to cover among the air strikes dampened the Chinese fire,
wrecked trucks. For the first time, Keiser sent two light tanks from his re-
movement through the pass came to a connaissance company to bulldoze a
complete stop. 62  path thi'ough the wrecked vehicles in

Doubling the column then stretch- the pass. The colun of troops and
ing two miles to the rear, General trucks could move south again, al-
Keiser and General Bradley came south though they continued to receive some
to the pass shortly before 1530. They fire from the surrounding heights.
needed no long study to see that fur- Darkness fell and forced away the sup-
ther movement depended first on sup- porting planes before the last of this
pressing the fire being poured into the portion of the division coluni entered
defile. While ground troops in and near the pass, but the column moved stead-
the cut were making such an attempt, ily toward safety."'
strong air attacks seemed the only real As the last of the military police con-
solution: ')3  pany and a few troops of the 38th In-

Fighter-bombers responding to an fantry at the end of this section de-
earlier call for air support from Keiser scended from the quieted pass, some
began pounding the ground bordering fire ranged in on their left flank. Just
the pass about the time the two gener- below the pass, where the road jogged
als completed their reconnaissance and west, crossed a stream, then turned
returned to their command vehicles south again a short distance beyond,
now juSt north of the pass. Near 1630, was the small village of Karhyon-dong.
after movement through the pass had After receiving the strong air attacks in
been blocked for more than an hour, the pass heights, part of the Chinese
Keiser conferred with his G-3, Colonel blocking force took cover in Karhyon-
Holden, and momentarily considered
abandoning all vehicles and taking his " Eighth Army G;3 Bi iefing Rpt, I Dec 50; Eighth

Ai my G3 .lid, Enti " 21417.30 Nov 50; Ltr, I lolden to
Appleman, 26 Feb 52; Futtell. The United States Air

6 Maishall, The Rwer and the Gauntlet, pp.3 10-3 11. Foce in Korea. 1950-1953. pp. 237-38; Matshall. The

318. RirerandtheGauntlet. pp. 318-19.326-27 331-32; 2d
Ibid., p. 3M0 )i% G2 ind, Enti y 1190. 30 Nov 50.
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dong and trained a few automatic weap- the slowness. The battalion suffered I
ons and mortars to the northwest. This killed and 16 wounded and lost 1 how-
fire would be the heaviest faced in the itzer, 22 vehicles, and 11 trailers.66

pass area by the last section of Keiser's The 37th Field Artillery Battalion,
column, which included four artillery next in column, suffered more than
battalions, the division engineers, and double the 17th's losses. By the time
the remainder of the 9th Infantry. the 105s of the 37th cleared the ford
Whereas the 23d Regimental Combat west of Karhyon-dong, the battalion
Team originally was scheduled to bring had lost 35 men killed, wounded, or
up the rear over the Kunu-ri-Sunch'on missing, and had left 10 howitzers, 53
road, the long delay caused by the Chi- vehicles, and 39 trailers strewn along
nese fire block to the south coupled the road to the rear. But, like the 17th,
with enemy pressure from the north the 37th u. s still intact. 7

had prompted Colonel Freeman -to To the rear, the story was different.
choose another way out; by dusk his Whereas the 503d and 38th Field Artil-
forces already were moving over the lery Battalions, 2d Engineer Combat
Kunu-ri--Sinanju-Sukch'on route.65  Battalion, and remainder of the 9th In-

The 17th Field Artillery Battalion, fantry had started down the road be-
the only 8-inch howitzer unit in Korea, hind the 37th, only a ti ickle of troops
led the last section of Keiser's column. and trucks would come through the
After passing through sporadic ma- pass. Although some of the Chinese
chine gun fire, the battalion halted in had climbed down from the bordering
nidafternoon just below the village of heights to firing positions nearer the
Wa-dorg, a little over two miles north road, none so far had made an assault
of the pass. Following one stiff ex- on the division column. But after dark,
change of fire wvith nearby Chinese just below the division's point of depar-
forces, the 17th started to move again ture, strong Chinese forces opened
at dark. The battalion negotiated the attacks against the two remaining artil-
pass without trouble, but, on descend- lery battalions and the engineers. Vehi-
ing and turning west to ford the stream cles knocked out during the assauhls
west of Karhyon-dong, a howitzer blocked the raod in considerable depth,
tipped over and rolled into a deep and enemy fire during and following
gulley. When an artilleryman went into the assaults defeated all attempts to re-
the gulley to destroy the gun, lights move the obstructions. Only a few
turned on to help him see attracted troops near the head of the 503d Field
mortar fire from Karhyon-dong. Har- Artillery Battalion managed to break
assed by continued fire, the remaining away and continue down the road. The
tractors and howitzers crossed the others, including the remainder of the
stream slowly and one at a time. It was 9th Infantry caught at the very end of
midnight when the battalion got out of the division column, abandoned all
the fire, but losses were light in spite of

r i t17 4 FA Bin WD, Nov 50; tr, I lolden to Apple-
'; Marshall, The Riverand the Gauntlet, 1. 340. LDr, man, 26 Feb 52; Gugeler, Combat Actions in Koyea, pp.
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AN 8-INCH HOWITZER AND CREW

guns, equipment, and remaining vehi- Sunch'on road before dark and was

cles and left the road to make their way deeply concerned over the pressure
to Sunch'on cross-country. Not all being exerted against his forces by the
succeeded in getting past the Chinese Chinese concentrated in and around
around them. Of those who did, the Kunu-ri. Twice, at 1430 and an hour
last straggler would not reach safety for later, Freeman reported to division
some lays to come.6 8  headqatrters--although by feeble and

In view of this debacle, Colonel Free- interrupted radio contact-that the
man had made a wise choice in electing 23d's situation was becoming increas-
to withdraw over the Kt u-ri-Sinanj 1- ingly precarious. ie made the earlier
Sukch'on route. By early afternoon he report to General Bradley and at that
was convinced of the improbability time proposed that he be allowed at
that the 23d Regimental Combat Team least two hours before darkness or
could withdraw via the Kunu-ri- when in Freeman'sjudgment the situa-

tion became critical to withdraw the68 Cored Rpt. 503d A Bin. Nov 50; Cored Rpt, 38t combat team ,sing the I Corps roads.
FA B, Nov 50; 1 list Rpt. 2d Engr C Bin, Nov 50: 9th
Inf I list. Nov 50; Mat shall, The River and the Gauntlet, Although the weak radio signal caused
pp. 37-61. some confusion at division headquar-
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ters as to Freeman's exact plan, Genm mite grenades in the already damaged
eral Bradley at 1600 authorized him to tubes, the artillerymen boarded their
put the plan into effect.69  trucks and joined the withdrawal. A

In preparation, Freeman invited the noticeable and prolonged lull in enemy
commander of the 38th Field Artillery fire followed the heavy artillery bon-
Battalion and the officer -in charge of bardment, and forward observers
the rearmost troops of the 9th Infantry, watched the Chinese hurriedly dig in
both nearby and not yet able to move to the front of the infantry positions
south over the Kunu-ri-Sunch'on road, being vacated. Colonel Freeman cred-
to join in withdrawing through the I ited the artillery action with having
Corps sector. Both declined. Therefore, made a safe withdrawal possible. Un-
only the combat team's attachments- der continued air cover, his leading
Battery B of the 82d Antiaircraft Artil- troops made their way behind the 5th
lery Automatic Weapons Battalion, the Regimental Combat Team's position
72d Tank Battalion less Company C, near Anju by sunset; by dark his last
and the 15th Field Artillery Battalion- troops-from the 3d Battalion and 72d
would accompany Freeman's-infantry. Tank Battalion-were clear of the
With the agreement of the commander rearguard position; and just before
of the 15th Field Artillery Battalion, midnight, the combat team closed in
Freeman decided not to take the howit- an assembly area near Sukch'on. 7

1

zers out. For one reason, the fewer A count rendered on 1 December
towed pieces on the road, the less listed 2d Division battle casualties at
chance there would be of having the 4,940 for the last half of November. Of
colunn blocked by an accident at a these, 90 percent, or about 4,500, had
sharp turn or defile. Second, he been incurred since the 25th. Officer
wanted the guns in action up to the casualties alone numbered 237 and
moment of withdrawal to discourage touched most grades and branches.
any pursuit by the Chinese then press- These losses represented one-third of
ing his position. 70  the division's actual strength of 15,000

In the hour and a half before sunset on 15 November, and when reconciled
Freeman spotted all available transpor- with non-battle casualties, replace-
tation on the road behind his rearguard ments, and returnees, left the divi-
position, then began peeling troops sion 8,662 men short of authorized
from the front a battalion at a time, strength. 72 Equipment losses were
beginning with the easternmost. The equally heavy. In addition to hundreds
15th Field Artillery Battalion mean- of trucks and trailers, the major losses
while began a plenomenal shoot, fir- included 64 artillery pieces, almost all
ing all ammunition on hand in just over of the 2d Engineer Combat Battalion's
twenty minutes at deep and close-in equipment, and between 20 and 40 per-
targets. After gunners exploded ther-

71 Marshall, The River and the Gauntlet, p. 329: Lir.
.ir. Col Freeman to CGi, 2d Div, 9 Dec 50: Llr. Col F:ieeman to CG, 2d Div, 9 Dec 50: 23d Inf Comd

tMaj Gel J. S. Bradley to Maj Roy E. Appleman. Rpt, Nov 50; Comd and U:iit I list Rpt, 72d Tk lRn.
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Batte Acual cent of the signal equipment carried by
Auth Casualties Strength the various division units.

Unit Stieugth 15-30 Nov50 1 Dec50 Although this early tally of losses was
01th In1 3793 1267 1406 not wholly certifiable, the figures clearly
23d hIn 3793 485 2244 showed the 2d Division no longer effec-
38th InCr 3793 1075 1762 tv.Wiete1tCvlyDvso
Div Arty 3695 1461- 1970 tv.W ieteItCvlyDvso
72d Tk Bn 681 19 576 stretched itself thinner to cover the
2d Engr 11n 977 56! 266 sector of the new army line originally
2d Nicd Bn 341 - 329 asge ote2 iiin eea
2d1 MIP Co 187 13 142 asge ote2 iiin eea
2d Recon Co 171 27 115 Keiser on 1 December began moving
2d QM Co 252 - 232 his depleted division to Chunghiwa,
702(d Oid Co 321 - 283 aottnmlssuho 'ogag
Div Band 70 - 89 aottnmlsSuho 'ogag
2(d Repi Co 34 - 51 for rehabilitation.7
Div IIq Co 190 15 166
Div Ftlq 233 3 2419
2d Sig Co 369 10 363
Med Det Div I 1q 14 - 13 ______

GIG Det 17 3 13
- - - ~"2d Div WD, Nov 50; 2d1 Iiv Ax ty WD, Nov 50.

Total 18.931 4.9410 10,269 7' Eighth Army Conid Rpt, Nar, Dec 50.
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CHAPTER VII

Concentration at Hungnam
By 30 November the changing pulled the Eighth Army out of the

ground situation had in turn altered path of the Chinese enveloping maneu-
the course of UNC air and naval opera- ver and reduced the likelihood that his
tions. General Partridge, whose Fifth forces would have to be sea lifted from K
Air Force within its own arena now some isolated beachhead deep in north-
faced a growing challenge from MIG-15 ern Korea. Nor was General Almond
jet aircraft over northwestern Korea, then planning any sea evacuation of
had received a sharp increase in close the X Corps. Almond's purpose, as
support requirements. Admiral Ewen, General MacArthur had instructed,
whose Task Force 77 planes previously was to pull his far-flung forces into
had been held to interdiction and defenses around Hamhung and
armed reconnaissance, also had begun Hungnam, a task that had its own con-
to send close support sorties into both plications without regard for what
the Eighth Army and X Corps sectors ' might come next. His ROK I Corps had

To meet any increased demand for to backtrack some three hundred miles
aircraft carriers and gunfire support. along the coast, 7th Division forces at
Admiral Joy not only had recalled ships Hyesanjin faced a 200-mile withdrawal
of the line previously redeployed out through the mountains, and the Ma-
of the theater but had ordered those rine and Army forces in the Changjin
under way to their first Korean assign- Reservoir area could expect to fight
ments to sail at maximum safe speed. their way out at least as far as Kot'o-ri,
He also had deployed Task Force 90, probably farther.
dividing Admiral Doyle's amphibious
.,ro into one Trollp on each side of C Or

the peninsula, so as to be able to evacu-
ate the Eighth Army from western Almond had begun work on plans to
beaches and the X Corps from the east carry out MacArthur's instructions, in-
coast.- cluding a westward move to assist the

joy's deployment of Task Force 90, Eighth Army, while flying back to Ko-
for the time being at least, was only rea from the Tokyo conference on the
precautionary. General Walker had afternoon of the 29th. His staff' con-

____pleted the plans that night.'
Futrell. The United States Air Force in Korea, 1950-

1953. pp. 230-38; Field, United Slates Naval Operations,
Korea, pp. 265-68. ' This section is based on X Corps Special Report

Field. t.';it' SIta!r Mnval Operatiotu. Korea. pp. on Chosin Reservoir. 27 Nov-10 Dec 50; X Coi ps WD.
26.-66, 268-69. Sum. Nov 50: 7D Iiv Comd Rpt, 27 Nov-12 Dec 50,



CONCENTRATION AT HUNGNAM 129

Almond's 30 November order plac- Tokch'on. Almond's written order di-
ing these plans in effect left something rected Soule to "attack with strong Task
further to be done with the ROK I Force ... and assist Eighth Army." But
Corps. For the time being Almond di- in a conference with Soule and 65th
rected its commander, Brig. Gen. Kim Infantry commander Col. William W.
Paik II, only to protect the X Corps' Harris during the morning of the 30th,
right flank and secure the east coast Almond reduced the mission to a re-
road as he brought his forces south. connaissance in force by a reinforced

The 7th Division forces in and battalion from Harris' regiment.
around Hyesanjin were to fall back on The separated garrisons around the
Hamhung. General Barr was to pro- Changjin Reservoir had to be consoli-
tect the corps' northern and northeast- dated before any withdrawal from that
ern- flank, establishing an especially sector could begin. Toward that end,
strong position around Sinhung, twenty Almond late on the 29th had placed all
miles north of Hamhung, to block roads forces in the reservoir area, including
leading south out of the area to be those at Kot'o-ri, under the control of
vacated. Barr also was to place a regi- the 1st Marine Division. To protect fur-
ment and his tank battalion in corps ther the vital road junction and sup-
reserve. plies at Hagaru-ri, he had ordered

Among several assignments given tile General Smith to pull in a regiment
3d Division, General Soule's forces were from Yudam-ni. He also had instructed
to protect the Changjin Reservoir road Smith to gain contact with Task Force
from Sudong south to Hamhutg and Faith, then to work out a coordinated
to continue to block the road coming defense based on Hagaru-ri, and,
east from Sach'ang-ni. Almond de- finally, to open and secure the eleven
tached the 1st Korean Marine Corps miles of road between Hagaru-ri and
Regiment and one infantry battalion Kot'o-ri.
from Soule's division and placed them Almond's order on tile 30th enlarged
under corps control. These two units, these instructions. General Smith now
designated Task Force C and com- was to pull in both Marine regiments
manded by Brig. Gen. A. D. Mead, the from Yudam-ni and was to find some
assistant 3d Division commander, were way to bring Task Force Faith back to
to protect Wonsan and the Wonsan Hagaru-ri. He also was to secure a.;. JA |' V[',,,' t £',* , ** ot' lS')t *1qTc V* ¢otftY1olt t'( t|lp vppr'o~ l¢it"}' 't

talion, Soule was to concentrate the from Hagari'-ri south twenty-two miles
remainder of his division between to the village of Sudong.
Chigyong and Yonp'o, about four During the afternoon of the 30th Al-
miles southwest of Hamhung and mond met with Generals Smith, Barr,
Hungnam. The excluded battalion was and Hodes at Hagaru-ri to urge speed
to head west over the road leading to in falling back on Hamhung. Except

for the Task Force I)rysdale melee in
Mono. Chosin Reservoir, 3d I list Det; 3d i)iv Cored Hell Fire Valley, the reservoir area had
Rpt. Nov 50; Montross and Canzona, The Chosin Res- been relatively quiet the previous night.
ervoir Campaign; Intcrv. Applvman with GeneraB
Almond: X Corps 01 9, 29 Nov 50; X Corps OpnO But the respite from strong attack likely
8. 30 Nov 50. would be brief, and the Chinese were

il WN
-- %__ .
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becoming active along the reservoir casualty-ridden task force to fight its
road at and below Kot'o-ri. Just after way out.
dark on the 29th a Chinese force had
struck but failed to penetrate tle Kot'o-
ri periieter, and on the 30th the ma- Shaping the lamhung-Hungnam
rines at Chinhung-ni discovered and Defense

drove off a Chinese battalion in the
heights west of town. Almond conse- To protect Hamhung and Hungnam
quently wanted Smith to accelerate the while the distant X Corps forces made
movement of the Yudam-ni forces to their way south, General Almond had
Hagaru-ri, and he directed both Smith moved forces of the 3d Division into
and Barr to come up with a plan and the port complex. He lost his protec-
timetable for extricating Task Force tion on 1 December when General
Faith. He authorized Smith to destroy MacArthur took control of the 3d
all equipment whose removal would de- Division and ordered Almond to as-
lay his consolidation and withdrawal, semble it in Wonsan preparatory-
promising him any needed resupply by presumably-to sending it westward to
air. assist the Eighth Army. Almond com-

Despite the requirement for speed, plied (dissolving General Mead's Task
neither Smith nor Barr saw any quick Force C in the process) but on the 3d
way of consolidating forces at Hagaru- sent to Tokyo staff members who ap-
ri, especially of retrieving Task Force pealed and obtained a rescission of
Faith. Almond personally had ordered MacArthur's action. Upon regaining
the 2d Battalion, 31st Infantry, to move the 3d Division, Almond canceled the
northward immediately from Majon- westward reconnaissance previously as-
dong to help extricate the task force. signed to the 65th Infantry, a pointless
But in view of Task Force Drysdale's venture now that the Eighth Army had
experience, the infantry battalion most withdrawn to the Sukch'on-Sunch'on-
certainly faced serious trouble in Songch'on line. Except for establishing
running the gauntlet above Kot'o-ri. another task force that he kept under
Forces from Hagaru-ri could hardly be his own control, Almond returned the
spared for a rescue mission lest Chi- division to the Hamlung-Hungnanm
nese, known still to be concentrated in area. File task force aiong wii a iMia-
strength around the town, hit the rine shore party group was to protect
weakened garrison and capture the vi- Wonsan and outload the supplies and
tal base. The two division commanders equipment stockpiled there, where-
agreed that a relief force could be upon the port was to be abandoned. .

sent to Task Force Faith only after For the 3d Division, the changes in
the Yudam-ni marines returned to orders over the first three days of De-
Hagaru-ri, and the latter faced the task
of fighting over fourteen miles of 'X Corps Opn 0 8, 30 Nov 50; X Corps 01 20, I
mountain road while bringing out hun- Dec 50; X Corps 01 21. 1 Dec 50; TIoCN 558, FEC-X
Idreds of casualties. The ailternative, Corps. 3 Dec 50: X Corps 01 24, 3 Dec 50: X Coi ps

dre-' Special Report on Chosin Reservoir. 27 Nov-10 Dec
non too atitctVe, was to order the nC.

.... IS.ct.,x,... ,.¢.
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cerber were confusing, especially for Barr's block at the right was tern-
the troops of subordinate units who porary. General Almond's plan for
without knowing why shuttled like yo- ringing Hamhung and Hungnam now
yos to, from, andback to the Hamhung- called for the ROK I Corps to hold the
Hungnam complex. But by nightfall on northeast sector, including the coastal
the 4th General-Soule concentrated the road. But the nearest ROK I Corps
bulk of his division in the Hamhung- troops were still a hundred miles tip
Hungnam area. With the 1st Korean the coast at Songjin, the rearmost an-
Marine Corps Regiment attached, he other forty miles north in Kilchu. To
deployed on the 5th to defend a sector assist the Korean withdrawal, General
anchored below Yonp'o airfield south- Almond arranged ol the 5th through
west of Hungnam and arching north- Admiral Doyle to send five ships to
west through Chigyong southwest of Songjin to pick tip the tail-end ROK 3d
Hamhung to the village of Oro-ri on Division. The ROK I Corps headquar-
the Changjin Reservoir road eight miles ters and the leading Capital Division
northwest of Hamhung.5  meanwhile continued to withdraw

By dark on the 5th the greater part overland.'
of the 7th Division also reached the
Hamhung-Hungnam area. To assist the Concentration at Hagaru-ri
7th's evacuation of Hyesanjin, the at-
tached 26th ROK Regiment had taken On 1 December, as General Almond
covering positions astride the main began to shape the defense of Ham-
Hyesanjin-Pukch'ong withdrawal route hung and Hungnam, the marines at
about midway between the terminal Yudam-ni and Colonel Faith's forces
towns. But General Barr's forces came east of the Changjin Reservoir started
south without enemy contact. They back toward Hagaru-ri. General Smith,
demolished bridges and cratered the now commanding all forces in the res-
road behind them as far as the South ervoir area, had given the two regi-
Korean position and in continuing their ments at Yudam-ni their withdrawal
withdrawal prepared similar demoli- order the previous evening following
tions to be exploded by the South his afternoon conference with Almond.
Koreans bringing tip the rear. Barr's Smith placed neither Colonel Litzen-
forces, after completing their with- berg nor Colonel Murray in charge but
r] l I ,t n rl f G -11 nc ,, et 1 1ne , I I ," u".. ..... ... .. I . .. .. . ........ .- I- 1 ul" till miCdl 1001,I1 [V "EXl)CdiLt;. .•

northeast of Hamhung adjacent to movement RCT-5 and RCT-7 to
those of the 3d Division. The leftmost liagaru prepared for further with-
position was not far east of Oro-ri, drawal south. Destroy any Supplies
astride the road leading south from the which must be abandoned during this
Pujon Reservoir; the rightmost blocked withdrawal."8

the coastal road.6

3d Div Cored Rpt. Dec 50: Dolcater, 3d Infantry

Diviion in Korea. pp. 88-91; X Corps Opn 0 9, 5 Dec 7 X Corps Opuu 0 9. 5 Dec 50; Eighth At my Cored
50. Rpt. Dec 50. Briefing for CG, 6 Dec 50; Field, Unitfed

Action Rpt, 7th lDiv, 21 Nov to 20 Dec 5(0, From States Naval Operations, Korea, pp. 285-89,
liyesanjin to Hungnam Outloading: X Corps Cored 8 Msg. (;G Ist Marine Div to COs 5th and 7th

Rpt. Dvc 50: X Corps Opn 0 9. 5 Dcc 51. Marins, ... . 30 N 50.

..... ... ,,,rl,, , ,,.u. ,N' :
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Smith sent withdrawal -instructions to aircraft came on station. (Map- Il) The
Task Force-Faith atl100-on the 1st. By 1st Battalion, 32d-Infantry, now com-
that-time Smith had dropped allplans mandedby its former executive officer,
for' sending- a rescue force to Faith, Maj. Crosby P. Miller, led the way.
whose forces had-taken strong assaults Then caine the -57th Field Artillery
around their lakeshore perimeter dur- Battalion, the heavy mortar company
ing the-night of the-30th. Although they of the 31st Infantry, and at the tail of
had defeated these attacks, it was doubt- the column the 3d Battalion, 31st
ful they could withstand more. Hence, Infantry. Battery D of the 15th Antiair-
Smith judged, waiting to dispatch rein- craft Artillery Automatic Weapons Bat-
forcements to Faith until the Yudam-ni talion interspersed its .50-caliber and
troops returned to Hagaru-ri would-be 40-mam. guns among the -other units.
too late. Nor could he use the 2d Bat- Faith kept his column short, taking only
talion, 31st Infantry, ordered forward twenty-two vehicles to carry his six
from Majon-dong by- General Almond hundred wounded. Before moving,
the day before, since that battalion was his troops destroyed the remaining
only at Kot'o-ri and had had to fight to vehicles, excess supplies, and the 105-
get that far foward. The two previous mm. howitzers of the field artillery
Failures of the 31st Infantry's rear battalion.'0
troops to reach Faith from Hudong-ni The leading battalion moved one ri-
even when accompanied by tanks fie company down the road, the other
proved them too weak for a rescue two in column over the high ground
mission. In fact, they had been recalled east of the road as flank security. Faith's
to Hagaru-ri on the 30th lest they be column received fire almost from the
destroyed by the Chinese below Faith's minute it started, and four pilots over-
position. Finally, Smith's previousjudg- head made the rough start rougher
ment that none of the Hagaru-ri troops when they miscalculated their runs and
could be spared seened even more dropped napalm on the leading troops.
sound by morning of the 1st after the Several men burned to death, and the
forces defending the base again had two front companies became disorga-
beaten back several night assaults at the nized while scattering to escape their
southwestern arc of the perimeter and own air support.'"
at East Hill. Smitl's only course was to After some deiay wiiiC Colonel Faith
arrange ample close air support and steadied his force, the column pushed
order Colonel Faith to fight his way past small groups of Chinese along the
south.9  road until midafternoon when the lead

troops came upon a destroyed bridge
7ask Force Faith two miles below the point of departure.

Colonel Faith started south at 1300 After a crude bypass was constructed,
a half-track towed each truck across.

on the 1st, right after his supporting

9 7th Div Cored Rpt, 27 Nov-12 Dec 50, Chosin '7th Div Cored Rpt, 27 Nov-12 Dec 50, Chosin
Rescivoir; Montross and Catizona, The Chosin Reser. Reservoir; Gugeler, Combat Actions in Korea, pp. 77-78.

C( pp. I C 1 cr, comba t , i ... I,, S. U. Col. C. P, Miller. Chosin Reservoir,
Korea, pp. 75-76; Field, United States Naval Operations, November-December 1950.
Korea. p. 277. '' Gugeler, Combat Actions in Korea, p. 78.
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AREA ALONG EAST SIDE OF TIlE CIIANGIIN RESERVOIR occupied by Task Force
Faith (viewed from the southeast).

Small arms fire ranged in during the saddle and descended to the south,.est.
crossing, hut by late afternoon the last As Faith moved east over the half-mile
vehicle was south of the stream. A few stretch leading to the saddle, small arms
of Faith's men meanwhile left the and machine gun fire from the sharp
column, walked westward to the reser- turn and the high ground on either side
voir, and started south over the ice to- struck the coluni head on and broad
ward -lagaru-ri. The napalm episode, side, damaging some of the trucks and
the near-constant enemy fire, and the halting all of them. Moving along the
delay at the bridge had begun to test stalled column, Faith got all attack
Faith's ability to retain control of his started, first to clear the 1221 mass di-
colmn. 2  rectly above him from where heavy fire

Just below the bridge, the road south was raking his column, then to elimi-
climbed into the lower northern slopes nate the remainder of the Chinese
of Hill 1221 for a quarter mile, turned blocking force by an enveloping move
east for half a mile for a more gentle via Hill 1221 and an assault from the
ascent, then made a hairpin turn at a rear. 3

71h I)iv Comd Ri. 27 Nov-12 Dec 50. Chotin
Ibid., pp. 80-82. Resci voir: Gugeler. ComnIat~ldaons in Korea. pp.81- 8 2 .
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Faith pushed a conglomeration up voir or down the road to find their own
Hill 1221. The first seventy-five to a ways south.' 6

hundred men cleared the peak, a half Almost all of the trucks had flat tires,
mile west of' the hairpin turn in the and several were beyond repair. Jones'
road. Because they believed some of men eventually got about fifteen to run,
the Chinese holding the high ground not enough to carry all of the casualties.
farther east had come in behind them, Jones made the difficult decision to
these troops then moved west to the leave guards with tile wounded for
reservoir and south on the ice toward whom there was no room on tile trucks
Hagaru-ri. '  and to continue south in tile hope that

Behind the initial assault, Faith tile marines at Hagaru -ri, once in-
climbed 1221 with a hundred men; be- formed of tile abandoned men, could
hind him Maj. Robert E Jones, the S-2 somehow retrieve them. 17

of tile 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry, Not much beyond a half mile south
started up with two hundred more..Lust of the hairpin turn, two burned-out
before dark Major Jones joined Faith, tanks lost earlier by the 31st Infantry
who by then had moved down the troops based at Hudong-ni partially
southeastern slopes of 122 1 to a point blocked the road and slowed Jones'
on the road perlhaps a quarter mile column as the trucks squeezed by.
south of the hairpin turn. Here Faith Otherwise, the column, except for over-
put troops on both sides of the road taking several knots of men who had
and attacked north. Faith himself fell started south on their own, moved with-
seriously wounded by grenade frag- otit incident until 2100 when it reached
ments before his assault force reached the northern end of Hludong-ni, half-
the road turn, but his t'oops fought way to 1-lagarn-ri. Here, fire from Chi-
through the Chinese position and nese inside the village applied the
opened the road SO that tile truLcks again final disinteraint to tile withdrawing
could move south. t. column. Major Jones and about half tile

Jones took charge of what was left of able-bodied and walking wounded left
the column. The dispersion of troops tile road and moved west to follow a
during the effort to open the toad, plus narrow-gage rail line near the reser-
casualties that included leaders from voir shore. These men followed the
platoon to task force level, had now tracks for lerhaps a mile before ma-
neirlN completed the disintegia tion be- dtine gun fire forced most of them onto
gun when the first troops trickled off the reservoir ice. Back on the road, an
toward the reservoir. Besides the seri- artillery officer led seventy men into
ously woundel, Jones had no more Hludong-ni but was l)shcd out. For
than two hundred men to take south. about an hour the troops still with the
Thle others, in small groups and indi- trucks stood fast, then elected to run
vidually, had wandered off to the rese'C- the vehicles throtugh the village. Chi-

nee fire killed the drivers of' the first

'I bid.. Actioo Rpt, 7th Ili. 21 Nov to 20 Dc( 50,
Iom Ilyc anill to Itiignaili Outtloadiig. Mono. 71 iv Coiid Rpt. 27 Nov-12 Dcc 50. Chosin
Maltill Bhll llsoll. "Chi omn Rcst' ol, (up, In CMII Rescivon , G(igctclm. Combzt ,ytttrow t in Korea. 1) 82

IIbidl. 17 Ibid.
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MIARINES BiiGIN WI I IDRAXWAi FROMI YUI)AM-NI

troops anl(l vehicles. Everyone N ho of the wounded and released them. Ai-
could, scattered. IMoSt of' the men tcr thle first survivors reached Hlagaru-
headed f 61 thle reServoir. By midnight ri, motorized Marine parties searched
only tihe dead anld se'iouIsly wounded thle reservoir and b~rought back other-s.
remained at Hudong-ni. Among them A company-size task f'orce of Armily
Was Colonel Faith, %\1ho sat dead of hlis troops and tanks also attempted to
woundIs ill the cab of' a 2 /-ton truck." mov upC I thle road toward 1-udong-ni

Survivors straggled into l-agar-u-ri but iurned b)ack after mfeeting strong
f*or the next three dlays, almost all of resistance. A f'ew more than 1,000 of
theml Coming off thle f'rozen reservoir. ab)out 2,500 trool1)s who originally com-
*Fhe Chinese seemed to consider those lposed Task Force Faith eventually got
who reached thle ice as out of* the game back to l-lagaru1-ri. Just 385 of'the survi-
and molested them little. At H u1dong-ni voi's were able-bodied. They received
tile Chinese administered aid to) some new equip)n~en f'rom 1st Marine Divi-

stocks and with the other Army
troOl)S inl HagaruL-ri became at provi-

'~Ibid. Colonel FaiIth was posthumioisy maidccl sional battalion attached to thle 7th Ma-
thle Medal of* I bonor, rine Regiment a'ter thle 5th and 7th
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Marines completed their withdrawal climbs and descents exhausted the men,
fi'om Yudani-ni. " and a minus 160 Fahrenheit tempera-

ture numbed them, especially when
Withdrawal From Yudam-ni they stopped to rest. But after pushing

When Colonels Litzenberg and Mur- Chinese forces off two mountaintops,
received General Smith's order to the cross-country force reached Fox

ray rHill about 1130 on 2 December and a
withdraw from Yudam-ni, they already short time later secured the heights
were regrouping their regiments un- overlooking Toktong Pass.
der Smith's previous order for one regi- The marines on the road needed a
nient to clear the supply road and daylonger to fight their way to the pass,

rescue the marines on Fox Hill. Bydamrescuetearin f 1ox Decemll. f Lreaching it about 1300 on the 3d. After
midnorning of December all of Lit- a brief rest, and again in single column,zenberg's and Murray's forces were they continued over the road toward

concentrated astride the road about two
miles below town. 2 0 (See Map 11.) Hagaru-ri. Largely because of excellent

Thle tw cones pair Support, no serious opposition de-The two colonels planned to move veloped on the last leg of the with-
down the road toward Hagaru-ri as a veloped o t ht leg of hwit-
single column during the day of the drawal, although eight 1_-vem howit-1st, leaving a rear guard to barricade rs and the paitt movers had to be

the front entrance to their position fuel. Marine aircraft later destroyed
while the main body unlocked the rear the. Arin tle destroin-door Th keywasjudgd t bethem. At 1630 on the 3d, British coin-
door. The key was judged to be mandos accompanied by tanks carne
ien to Passe oe ttomandcrss- out of Hagaru-ri to clear a short stretch

of the withdrawal route, and about two
country east of the road after dusk to and a half hours later the leading ma-
relieve the Fox Hill troops and secure is marched in cadence into the
the pass before the main colun Hagaru-ri perimeter. The rear guard
arrived.entered at 1400 t next day. Between

The leading marines started south at te t 14 hent sonic Beteen
0900 and by 1930 were four miles be-
low Yudani-ni, having wedged aside hundred casuahies.

Chinese forces holding heights flank-
ing the road. An hour and a half later
the Ist Battalion, 7th Marines, started Withdrawal From the Reservoir
through tile mountains toward Fox Hill
and Tokiong Pass. )arkness and snow The Hagaru-ri perimeter had been
cover made maintaining direction quiet for four days by the time the last
through the rugged terrain difficult; troops from Yudam-ni arrived. After

failing to take the base during the night
of 30 November, the 58th Division had,nia o more attemp., tn to fbrcc its way

'luhnenson, "Chosin Reset voar": Gugeler, Combat iii. About fifteen hundred dlead Chi-
Opemtons in Koea, 1) 85: Motuross and Canzona. The nese counted so far by the marines
Chom Resen Campaign. pp. 2,14-15. 288. along wit h information fi'oi prisoners,

1"'lhis subsecio is based on Montioss and '

Canzona. The Chosi Reien'oi? Campaign. pp. 249-75. indicated that the enemy division
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C-47 AIRCRAIT BEGAN EVACUATING CASUALTIES from the llagaru-ri airstrip on
1 December.

needed reinforcement and new figure, General Smith on the Ist au-
supplies. "' thorized a trial landing by larger air-

During those four days and on the craft on the airstrip southwest of town
5th, the evacuation of casualties was a even though it was only 40 percent
major activity at Hagaru-ri. As of the complete, the runway measuring 50 by
1st some six hundred casualties already 2,900 feet. A C-47 landed successfully
taxed the base medical facilities, a total that afternoon, and by dark on the 5th
that would enlarge considerably upon some forty-three hundred casualties
the arrival of the Yudam-ni force and had been airlifted south. 22

the survivors of Task Force Faith. Evac- General Almond on 2 December
uation so far had been by helicopter had ordered General Smith to leave
and l p w.t. 11-c hig.hst daily Iiagaru-ri as soon as the c'a(uatioIo
total reaching no more than sixty casualties permitted. Since few casual-
casualties. With a view to increasing this ties remained after the airlifts of the

2, Ibid., pp. 2,12, 278. 2 Ibid., pp. 2 , 278-79.
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5th and his forces from Yudam-ni had the withdrawal as far as Kot'o-ri and
had a day of rest, Smith ordered the set the scheme for moving all the way
withdrawal to begin the following to Hamhung. In the overall plan, the
morning.23  forces at Hagaru-ri were to pass south

General Tunner, commander of the through those at Kot'o-ri and continue
Far East Air Forces' Combat Cargo withdrawing with the Kot'o-ri contin-
Command, flew into Hagaru-ri on the gent bringing up the rear. On the first
5th with an offer to lift Smith's troops leg the 7th Marines, with the battalion
out-at the expense of Marine equip- formed from Task Force Faith survi-
ment. But although Tunner believed vors and the other Army troops at
hie could fly ten thousand Marine and Hagaru-ri attachcd, would lead the
Army troops out of Hagaru-ri, and al- way to Kot'o-ri. The 5th Marines, the
though a withdrawal by air might have 3d Battalion of the 1st Marines, and the
minimized troop losses, Smith refused British commandos would be the rear
the offer in favor of moving overland guard and would man the Hagaru-ri
so that he could take out the bulk of his perimeter until Colonel Litzenberg's
equipment, including about a thousand forces were clear. Smith divided the re-
vehicles. General Almond had been maining division troops and vehicles
briefed by Smith on 2 and 4 December, into two trains, attaching one to each of
and, although he earlier had author- the Marine regiments for the with-
ized Smith to destroy equipment, he drawal.2

apparently was satisfied with Smith's To insure constant artillery support,
intention. 2

4 the Marine batteries at Hagaru-ri were
To assist the overland withdrawal, to leapfrog south, about half the guns

Smith since the 1st had flown in over always in firing position. Marine artil-
five hundred replacements on the lery at Kot'o-ri was to provide additional
planes coming for casualties and had support. Overhead, a daytime umbrella
brought in supplies at least sufficient of twenty-four planes was to cover the
to move as far at Kot'o-ri, where resup- entire length of the withdrawing col-
ply would be available. When room on umn while other aircraft searched the
the planes plermitted, he sent out valu- ridges east and west of the road. Night
able but unneeded equipment; before hecklers were to come on station to in-
leaving Hagaru-ri, he ordered the de- sure round-the-clock support.2 7

struction of all items that had to be left Once his Hagaru-ri forces were well
behind.25  started, General Smith intended to take

Smith's 5 December order detailed his staff by air to Kot'o-ri, where he
would complete the detailed planning
for the remainder of the withdrawal.

23 Ibid., p. 399: X Coips O 22. 2 Dec 50, Is( Na- He already had taken steps to meet two
iine i)iv Opn 0 25-50, 5 Dec 50. problems connected with the next

X Coi p Spedal Report on Chosin Reservoir, 27 phase. By tile 6th his intelligence indi-
Nov-10 Dec 50. Field, United States Naval Opeations,
Korea, p. 280; Monti oss and Canzona, The Choin Res-
ervoir Campaign. pp. 281, 307.

'1 Montross and Canzona, The Chioin Rewervoir Caw- 2. lid., pp. 283-88, 300.
p p. 280 82. 285. Ibid.. pp. 286-87.

L P':g::" p p " 20 8_:5:i
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cated that at least two 26th Armiy divi- the 6th.2 9 Soule also ordered the 2d

sions, the 76th and 771h, had moved Battalion, 65th Infantry, and the 999th
South into the mountains east of the Armored Field Artillery Battalion for-
Changjin Reservoir road between ward to cover Task Force Dog's advance
Hagaru-ri and Kot'o-ri. They appar- and to protect the reservoir road from
ently had relieved the 20th Army's 601h positions in and north of Majon-dong.30

Division near Kot'o-ri, and the 60th in Smith's second problem was a six-
turn had moved farther south to block teen-foot chasm in the road three and
the reservoir road in and around a half miles south of Kot'o-ri. Here,
Funchilin Pass. On the other side of where the road had been cut into the
the withdrawal route, the bulk and per- side of a steel slope at the northern
haps all of the 20th A riy's 89th Division end of Funchilin Pass, water from the
now appeared to be southwest of Kot'o- ChangJin Reservoir poured in warmer
ri. Forces of the 89th had followed the weather from a pipeline north of the
withdrawal of 3d Division troops from road into four penstocks that carried
Sach'ang-ni when tile latter were pulled the torrent down the mountainside to
back to Hambung, and the Chinese a power plant. A gatehouse covered the
were reported to be moving east on upper ends of the penstocks, and where
Chinhung-ni and Majon-dong.2 8  the roadway crossed the penstocks im-

Because Smith believed the Chinese mediately below the gatehouse now lay
might offer their strongest resistance only the rubble of tile original concrete
along the winding road between Kot'o- bridge, the remains of a wooden cross-
ri and Chinhung-ni, ie wanted to move ing, and the broken sections of an M-2
the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, north steel treadway bridge. Since the begin-
from Chinhung-ni to clear those ten ning of their offensive the Chinese had
twisting miles ahead of the withdrawal successively destroyed all three, knock-
from the north. To do this and at the ing down the treadway spans on either
same time protect Chinhung-ni, Smith 4 or 5 December.3 1
on the 5th asked General Almond to
furnish a relief force for the Chinhung-
ni garrison. Almond turned to tile 3d
Division for the needed troops, direct- 2" I'ask Foce I)og included the 3d Battalion, 7th
ing General Soule to shape a motor- Infantry: 92d At reoed Field Artillery Battalion (sell-
ized force around a battalion of in- propelled); Company A, 73d Engineer Combat Bat-
fantry, a battalion of artillery, and a talion; a platoon of Company A, 10th Engineer Con-

bCt Battalion: 3d Platoon, 3d Reconnaissanc
complement of engineers. Commanded Company; 52d lTianspot tation Truck Battalion; a de-by assistant division commander tachment flom division headqttaitets a (letachment
General Mead and designated Task fron, the 3d Antiacraft Artillery Automatic Weap-
Force Dog, this group was to assemble ons Battalion (self-propelled); a bomb disposal detach-

ment; a tactical air control party: an(l a (letachment
in Majon-dong prepared to move for- ftora the 3d Signal Company.
ward on six hours' notice atter 0600 on -" X Cot ps Special Rpt on the Chosin Reset vol, 27

Nov to 10 Dec 50; Montioss and Canzona, The Chosto
Rewervoi, Campaign, pp. 308-09; X Corps 01 26, 5 Dec
50; 3d Div Comd Rpt, Dec 50; Dolcater, The 3d Divi-

21 TLCN 668, FEC-X Corps, 3 Dec 50; Nfonttoss sion in Korea, p 92.
and Canzona, The Chosoi Reservoir Campaign. pp. "' Montross and Canzona, The Chosin Reservotr Cam-
285-313. paign, pp. 309-1 I.
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Because the gatehouse and the sheer hundred killed before they subsided
slope prevented the construction of a near dawn on the 7th.331

bypass on either side of the gap, new From the moment they started south
bridging had to be installed before the 7th Marines met resistance, particu-
Smith's trucks, tanks, and guns could larly just below Hagaru-ri and in Hell
proceed below Kot'o-ri. Smith's engi- Fire Valley. (See Map 12.) But the air
neer officer, Lt. Col. John H. Partridge, umbrella, artillery and tank fire, and
surveyed the site from the air on 6 coordinated assaults by the foot troops
December, then made an unusual re- against-Chinese strongpoints permitted
quest of corps for an airdrop of eight steady if slow progress. Behind the lead
2,500-lb. treadway bridge sections at battalion, which reached Kot'o-ri about
Kot'o-ri, where Army engineers had the time the East Hill battle closed, the
two Brockway trucks designed to put remainder of Colonel Litzenberg's
them in place. After an unsuccessful force completed its withdrawal before
trial drop at Yonp'o airfield in which 1700 on the 7th.
several small parachutes were attached By midmorning of the 7th, all of the
to the test span, a special crew of Army rear guard except a detachment of
parachute riggers flown in from Japan engineers, a tank platoon, and the 2d1
attached two larger chutes to each sec- Battalion of the 5th Marines had left
tion, and on 7 1)ecember eight of Gen- Hagaru-ri. These last troops set fire to
cral Tunner's C-119s delivered the the Marine ration dump, which on the
bridging to Kot'o-ri. One span fell in day before had been smashed and satu-
Chinese territory, and another was rated with fuel oil, and touched offex-
damaged; but only four of the remain- plosives to destroy all other abandoned
(ler would actually be needed to bridge supplies. As the last of the rear guard
the gap. Plywood center sections also withdrew just past noon, small groups
were dropped so that the bridge could of Chinese entered Hagaru-ri and be-
carry all types of' vehicles.: -'2  gan picking over the debris.

Hundrecds of refugees who had col-
lcctecd in and around Hlagaru-ri fol-

From the Reservoir to Kot'o-ri lowed the rear guard, risking their lives
Since some of the Chinese positions to cross bridges before Marine engi-

on East Hill dominated the Marine neers destroyed them. Aside from this

withdrawal route, General Smith's rear interference with demolitions, the rear
guard attacked the height on the morn- guard withdrew easily. Chinese opposi-
ing of 6 December as the 7th Marines tion amounted only to small arms fire
moved out of Hagaru-ri. The assault as far as Hell Fire Valley and a few
cleared the hill but also prompted hard mortar rounds in the valley itself. Once
counterattacks from ground farther below this point, Colonel Murray's
east that cost the Chinese over twelve forces met almost no resistance and en-

tered Kot'o-ri before nidnight. As the
first stage of the withdrawal closed

' X Corps Special Rpt on tle Chosin Resci voi, 27 .
Nov io 10 Dec 50: Mont toss and Canzona. 7he Ciovin "This subsection i's based oil Mont oss ai.td Can-
Reenjir Cainpaign, p. 311 . zomn. The Chomtn lsi'remo Cannpaign, pp. 286-303.

-zoi C -vo Calain pp 286- 0:
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SITE OF THE DESTROYED BRIDGE SouTt OF KOT'O-RI

about thirty-eight hours after it began, before Puller's force left Kot'o-ri to
Marine battle casualties totaled 103 bring up the rear during the last phase
dead, 493 wounded, and 7 missing. of the withdrawal.3'

General Smith and his staff had
From Kot'o-ri to the Coast flown to Kot'o-ri during the afternoon

To permit the rapid evacuation of of the 6th to complete plans for with-
casualties incurred during the move drawing the remaining distance to the
from Hagaru-ri, Colonel Puller, the coast. Late that night he asked General
commander of the Kot'o-ri garrison, on Almond to imov Task Force Dog to
6 December had set his engineers to Chinhung-ni by the following after-
lengthening the Kot'o-ri airstrip to ac- noon. Smith now intended that the Ist
commodate C-47s. The strip was long Battalion, Ist Marines, would move
enougn by norting of the gt ] northward through Funchilin Pass at
though a heavy snowstorm on that date 0800 on the 8th, the same time that the
canceled all but one flight. On the fol-
lowing two days the larger aircraft, ob-
servation planes, and helicopters took 31 Ibid., pp. 306-35, 356, 382; 3d Div Comd Rpl.
out all of the casualties, the last shortly Dec 50; X Corps 01 26, 5 Dec 50.

IIIii I/ '- n la m
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-A

THlE CHASM LATER BRIDGED WITH1 AIRDROPPED TREADWAY SPANS

leading force started south from Kot'o- hold Kot'o-ri until all other troops had
ri. The southern force was to clear the left, then bring uIp the rear as far as
road and a ridge comnmanding the pass Hill 108 1. From that point the I1st Bat-
on the east as far as and including Hill talion, 1st Marines, was to take rear-
1081, three miles north. From Kot'o-ri, guard duty until it p~assed through Task
the 7th Marines and a battalion of the Force Dog at Chinhung-ni.
5th were to move over the road and To assist the withdrawal behind Task
the bordering heights as far as and in- Force D~og, Smith asked corps to asemi-
cluding the penstocks that had to be ble freight cars at Majon-dong to take
bridged a Short distance above Hill some of his forces to Hamhung over
1081. Once the withdrawal ra, oute was the narrow-gage rail line. He also
clear and the penstocks were spanned, asked for as many trucks as Could be
the division's trains and then the trains furnished. When Smith's units passed
and troops of the 7th and 5th Marines through Task Force Dog, the trucks
were to) Continue South inl that order. were to come forward from Majon-
Colonel Puller's 1st Marine Regiment dong as far' as Chinhung-ni to carry
(less the 1st Battalion), the 2d Battalion the troops either to the Majon-dong
of the 3 1st I nfantry, and the forty tanks railheadl or all the way to Hamlhung.
of' the several armored units were to After receiving General Almond's or-
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der to dispatch Task Force Dog, Gen- trol from the 7th Marines reached 1081
eral Soule first moved the 999th Ar- to make first contact with the southern
mored Field Artillery Battalion to force.
Majon-dong on the morning of the 7th. Behind this scene Colonel Partridge,
Under the fire support of this battalion, the Marine engineer, accompanied by
Soule next sent the 2d Battalion, 65th both Army and Marine troops, the
Infantry, forward to secure high Brockway trucks, an the treadway sec-
ground west of the road between tions, reached the bridge site right
Majon-dong and the village of Sudong after the penstock area was cleared.
to protect Task Force Dog's movement. Three hours later the bridge was in
Task Force Dog left Majon-dong an place, and near 1800 the Marine divi-
hour before noon and without encoun- sion trains began to cross.
tering opposition reached Chinhung-ni Only a few vehicles had used the
about three hours later. The 2d Bat- bridge before a tractor broke through
talion, 65th Infantry, except Company and destroyed the plywood center
G, then moved back to protect Majon- panels. Colonel Partridge's adjustment
dong. of the spacing of the steel treadway sec-

Task Force Dog's prompt arrival per- tions to accommodate the treads of all
mitted General Smith to start the sec- vehicles prevented further difficulty at
ond phase of withdrawal on time and the crossing. Led by the 1st Battalion
as conceived. But the snowstorm on the of the 7th Marines, the trains, the re-
8th kept his close air support on the mainder of the 7th Regiment, the bulk
ground and, in combination with rood- of the Marine artillery, and tie 5th
crate to strong Chinese resistance, Marines, with refugees interspersed,
slowed the forces approaching each passed over the span during the night
other. The 7th Marines, with the Army of the 9th and the following day. Re-
provisional battalion still attached, and ceiving only a few scattered shots en
the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, cleared route, the leading battalion reached
the road and bordering high ground Chinhung-ni at 0245 on the 10th, the
south within a mile of the penstock 5th Marines about the same time on
bridge site by nightfall; at the same tile I Ith.
time, the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, sup- File last troops left Kot'o-ri at midaf-
ported by Task Force Dog's artillery ternoon on the 10th. Behind them
and accompanied by General Mead's came the bulk of the refugees. Task
engineers and self- propelled antiair- Force Dog's artillery fired on the town
craft guns, moved north into Funchilin after it was vacated, and no serious op-
Pass within a half mile of Hill 1081. position developed as the last units

The sky cleared before morning of started toward the penstock bridge. But
the 91h. With good support from the progress was slow. By 0100 on the 1 1th
air again ,vailable, tile 7th M'arines tanks and a platoon of the Marine

pushed to the bridge site about a half division's reconnaissance company at
hour past noon. The marines from the the tail end of the column were still
south meanwhile fought a stiff battle more than a mile above tile treadway
for Hill 1081, capturing the height span. Frozen brakes halted the ninth
around 1500. Shortly afterward a pa- tank fIrom the rear at that point, and as
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TASK FORCF DOG ARTILLERY IN CHINHUNG-NI FIRING POSITION

tankers worked to free the vehicle, Chi- reconnaissance troops reached their
nese troops among the refugees and in position. The rearmost troops never-
the nearby high ground opened fire. theless reached Chinhung-ni safely dur-
The last seven tanks, the crews of the ing the morning of the 1 Ith.
last two, and three men from the recon- By the time these rear forces passed
naissance platoon were lost in the me- behind Task Force Dog, the deepest
lee that followed. Chinese effort to obstruct the with-

After the remaining tanks and recon- drawal already had been encountered
naissance troops passed over the pen- at Sudong. Between late afternoon on
stocks, Marine engineers demolished the 10th and dawn on the I I th, Chi-
the treadway bridge. Denied the use of nese forces struck Company G, 65th
the crossing, the trailing refugees got Infantry, three times in the heights
past the gal) by walking through the west or town, and during the second
gatehouse north of the road. The ma- attempt, launched about an hour past
rines on Hill 1081 were scheduled to midnight, opened fire from houses in-
bring up the rear after all Kot'o-ri side Sudong and swarmed onto the
forces passed by but mistakenly took to road as the regimental train of the 1st
the road before the last tanks and Marines started through town. Lt. Col.

• • ~ umunmunuun
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TABUE 3-X CORPs BATTLE.1 CASUALTIES, 27 NOVE~MBER-10 DECEMBER 1950

Killed in Wounded in Missing in
Unit Action Action Action TIotal

X Corps headquarters and
service ...................... 5 20 15 40

Corps combat troops ............. 3 8 - I1I
1st Marine Division ............. 393 2,152 76 2,621
Army attachied..................1 2 1 4
41st Royal Marine Commnando . . 8 31 39 78
2d1 Engineer Special Brigade . ... - - - 0
1st Marine Air Wing ............. 2 2 2 6

,3d Division ................... 50 206 147 4103
ROKs attached ................. 17 76 94 187
7th Division...................70 185 2,505 2,760
ROKs attached..................1 41 1,560 1 .602
1st Korean M'varine Corps

Regimient...................13 80 - 93
HleadquarIters. I ROK Corps . ... 1 3 0 4
ROK Capital D~ivision............126 318 33-4 778
3d ROK Division...............15 127 (6 1418

T1otIls .................. 705 3,251 41,779 8,735

John U. 1). Page, the X Cotrps artillery No f'trther fighting took place while
officer, who had moved dtown fromn the men fromn Kot'o-ri comp~letedl their
Kot'o-ri with Colonel Pu-ller's train, and withdrawal behind Task Force Dog.
Pfc. Marvin L. Wasson, a Marine driver, The last of them left Chinhung-ni near
made a two-man assault against some 1300 on the 11Ith and cleared Majon-
twenty Chinese during the battle, kill- (long by 1730. Freight cars and trucks
ing about sixteen. But Page himself was carried all but the tank colttmn to
killed and Walsson waS WOunclec. 3 '- Lt. the HamhuIIng-HUngnam perimeter by
Col. Waldlron C. Winston, Commander 2 100; thle slower-m-oving armor c.losed
of Task Force Dog's 52d Transporta- a half' hour b)efore midnight. Ta~sk
tion Truck Battalion, then organized a Force Dog, bringing up) the rear from
stronger Counterattack using both Chinhutng-ni, r'eached Majon-dong at
Marine and Army troops and finally 2000. Here the task force dlisbanded

clere te oad adbordering, build- and its unlits long With the other 3d
insb aybreak. Diiio oces involved in supporting

the withdrawal fro h eevi
~lorielmoved back to help) defendl Hamhung

Ci,olotciigew ispostlIitnionislvyawai(le(lhe Naivy an1d Hungnam.
Cisand also the Medal of' Honor in 1956 ahtei 'Fi aiedvsonsbtl aul

Congress passed a special b~ill to allow tie award so T eM rn iiinsbtl au l
many yeats past the evm ties during the move from Kot'o-ri to
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the coast numbered 75 dead, 256 high Chinese casualties, both battle and
wounded, and 16 missing. ' These non-battle, had "rendered militarily
brought the division's battle losses for non-effective a large part of tile 9th
the entire 6-11 December period to 178 CCF Army Group."
dead, 749 wounded, and 23 missing. On 10 December General Smith and
The marines also had suffered 1,534 members of his staff had flown out of
non-battle casualties, a very large per- Kot'o-ri to Hungnam. Until that date
centage of whom were frostbite cases. Smith's next assignment had been to
Marine losses thus totaled 2,484, or put his division in position on the
just over 20 percent of the 11,686 ma- southwestern end of the Hamhung-
rines involved in the withdrawal from Hungnam perimeter. But on arriving
Hagaru-ri. (Table 1) at the coast Smith learned that develop-

Between 27 November and I I De- ments and decisions in the Eighth Army
cember the Marine and Army troops sector, in Tokyo, and in Washington
in the reservoir area had met all three over the first eight days of December
armies, the 20th, 26th and 27th, of the had changed the plans not only for the
IX Army Group and had engaged eight 1st Marine Division but for the entire
of the twelve divisions constituting these X Corps; on the 11 th ie received a new
armies. They had exacted an especially corps order that proved Admiral Joy's
large toll on the 20th and 27th. From late November deployment of Task
evidence gained later through captured Force 90 to have been a well-conceived
documents and prisoner interrogations, and timely precaution.

No bieakdown is available foi losses sustained IM arine Corps Boa d Study, H-G- 125. quoted in
among the 2.353 Ar) ti oops, 125 Ro~a! Mai me Montross and Caniona, The Chosin Reser-on Campaign.
Commandos, oi ,40 ROK police. p. 356.

It-



CHAPTER VIII

Redeployment South
The Eighth Army Leaves North Korea other reserves were the 187th Airborne

Regimental Combat Team and its at-
The Chinese did not pursue the tached Filipino and Thai battalions then

Eighth Army's twenty-mile withdrawal guarding forward army supply installa-
from the Ch'ongch'on to the Sukch'on- tions; the Netherlands battalion, which
Sunch'on-Songch'on line. Only light en- had just completed its processing at the
emy patrolling occurred along the new U.N. Reception Center; and an infain-
line on 1 December, mostly at its east- try battalion from France, which had
ern end where there had been no deep just debarked at Pusan. 2
withdiawal the day before. General By Walker's comparison of forces, the
Walker nevertheless believed that the injured Eighth Army could not now set
Chinese would soon close the gal), T- a successful static defense. Considering
sume their fiontal assaults, and again delaying action to be the only course
send forces against his east flank.' open, a course in which he should not

Walker now estimated the Chinese risk becoming heavily engaged and in
opposing him to number at least six which he should anticipate moving out
armies with eighteen divisions and of Korea, Walker began to select delay-
165,000 men. Of his own forward units, ing lines behind him. ie intended
only the 1st Cavalry; 24th, 25th, and to move south from one to the next
ROK 1st Divisions; and the two British well before his forces could be fixed,
brigades were intact. The ROK 6th Di- flanked, Or enveloped.:
vision could be employed as a division T'hough the XIII Army Group re-
but its regiments were tattered; about iainel out of contact on 2 December,
half the RON 7th and 8th Divisions Walker received agent and aerial oh-
had reassembled but were far less able server reports that Chinese were mov-
than their strengths indicated; and both ing into the region east of Songch'on
the 2d )ivision and Turkish brigade and that either they or North Korean
needed substantial refurbishing before guerrillas infesting that area had es-
they could again function as uUnits. Of tablished blockin)g positions below
his reserves, the four ROK divisions the P'yongyang-Wonsan road from
operating against guerrillas in central
and southern Korea were too untrained
to be trustworthy on the line. His only I lIbl : IFig hth At mv IPIR 1 1'2 1 Dec --)(I- Smqwer.

KMAG in Iace and War. ). 1-16: Appleman, South to
the Naktong, pp. 618, 667.

Eighth Arm' Cored Rpt. Nai. Dc 50: Eighth Eighth Atmy Cored Rpt. Nat. Dec 50; Eighth
Atmy G3 SS Rpt. )e 50. At my (3 SS Rpt, Dcc 50.
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Songch'on eastward twenty-five miles ch'on line on 2 December, Maj. Gen.
to Yangdok. They could be trying to Doyle 0. Hickey, acting chief of staff
secure a portion of the lateral route in of the Far East Command and United
advance of a drive toward either or both Nations Command, arrived with word
coasts, and should the drive go west from General MacArthur that, in effect,
into P'yongyang, they could trap the allowed Walker to leave behind any
Eighth Army above the city. In view of equipment and other materiel that he
the latter possibility, Walker elected to chose as long as they were destroyed.'
withdraw before the thrust material- Walker, however, planned not to drop
ized. P'yongyang was to be abandoned. "  behind P'yongyang until the army and

Walker's use of relatively slight intel- air force supply points in the city
ligence information in deciding to with- had been emptied and the port of
draw below P'yongyang reflected the Chinnamp'o cleared. "Lo provide time
general attitude of the Eighth Army. for the removal- he ordered a half step
According to some accounts, Walker's to the rear, sending his forces south
forces had become afflicted with "bug- toward a semicircular line still twenty
out fever," a term usually used to de- miles above P'yongyang. ('Map 13)
scribe a tendency to withdraw without While service troops rushed to evacu-
fighting and even to disregard orders.5  ate supplies and equipment from the
Because it implied cowardice and dere- North Korean capital and port, line
liction of" duty, the term was unwar- units reached the temporary line late
ranted. Yet the hard attacks and high on the 3d with no enemy interference
casualties of the past week and the ap- beyond being harassed by North Ko-
parent Chinese strength had shaken the rean guerrillas on the east flank.7

Eighth Army's confidence. This same Walker meanwhile pushed reserves
doubt had some influence on Walker's eastward onto Route 33, the next
decision to give ill) P'yongyang and P'yongyang-Seoul road inland from
would manifest itself again in other de- Route 1, to protect his east flank and to
cisions to withdraw. But the prixncipal guarantee an additional withdrawal
reason for withdrawing had been, was, route below the North Korean capital.
and would continue to be the constant He deployed the 24th Division at
threat of envelopment from the east. Yul-li, twenty-five miles southeast of'

P'yongyang, and the partially restored
P 'ongvang Abandoned ROK II Corps at Sin'gye in the Yesong

As Walker started his withdrawal River valley another thirty miles to the
Walk ter starehiO-s wthdrawal southeast. South and east of Sin'gye,

from the Sukch'on-Sunch'on-Song- units of the ROK 2(1 and 5th Divisions

previously had occupied Sibyon-ni and
.. i. .Yonch'on on Route 33, P'och'on onI bid.- Eighth Armny PIR 1.12, 1 - 50: E'ighthA m ig IhIt 1,13.12 D:c 50. Route 3, and Ch'unch'on on Route 17
FIor example. BI irish historian I es, in Koea:

The Limited IVay (New York: St. M- Pless. 1964),
otn page 17! entitled a se(tion -os erig the Flighth "Gcnetal Almonol officially i eame(id the licfof
Arniv's withdrawal -The Big Bug-Out- an id oI page staff.
176 stated. "At the Ft nt toi oti t Deenihet the "I tltetv. Avplenhd , with Hickey. 10 Oct 51I Eighth
rnoi,,l collapse of the Lighth At m,, was complete, ,as At my (3 SS R)t. t)c 50: Rad. (X 301, I' KGOO. C(;
bug-out revel laged everywheu." Eighth Army to CG I Cot ps et al., 2 )ec 50.
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EIGI I 1 ARMY TROOPS WITHDRAWING SOUTH fiom StUnch'on toward P'yongyang.

in the Pukhan River valley during anti- as Hwach'on, more than fifty miles cast
guerrilla operations. Route 33 thus was of Munsan-ni, in case it became neces-
protected at important road junctions, sary to employ 2d Division troops in
and Walker at least had the semblance those areas guarded by South Korean
of an east flank screen all the way from units of doubtful ability. Walker at-
P'yongyang to Seoul. tached the Turkish brigade to the

Walker moved the damaged 2d Divi- 2d Division. Hurt less by casualties
sion from Chunghwa into army re- than by disorganization and equip-
serve at Munsan-ni on the Injin River merit losses, the Turks had collected
twenty-two miles north of Seoul, where bit by bit at several locations, mostly at
General Keiser, with priority on re- P'yongyang. On 2 December, after Gen-
placements, was to rebuild his unit. But eral Yasici had recovered some thirty-
while Keiser's immediate and main task five hundred of his original five thou-
was to revive the 2d Division, Walker sand men, Walker ordered the brigade
wanted him also to reconnoiter as f r to Kaesong, fifteen miles north of

Munsan-ni, to complete refurbishing
'Ibid.: Eighth Army Cored Rpt, Nar. Dec 50. under General Keiser's supervision as

- -- m
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more of its members were located and eastward through Sin'gye, then east-
returned." ward through Ich'on in the Ijin River

Walker held the 187th Airborne valley. The latter withdrawal would set
Regimental Combat Team and its at- Walker's rightmost units athwart the
tachnients in the P'yongyang area to Yesong valley in fair position to delay
protect his supply routes and installa- an enemy strike through it and would
tions. In preparation for the coming eliminate concern for the army left
withdrawal south of the city, the air- flank, which, after the initial withdrawal
borne troops also were to kee ) civilians below Pyongyang, would open on the
from moving over four ponton bridges large Hwanghae peninsula southwest
spanning the Taedong River, two in- of Kyomip'o.'
side P'yongyang and another pair three In withdrawing south of P'yongyang,
miles east of the city, and to take what- the IX Corps, now with the 24th Divi-
ever other precautions were necessary sion attached, was to move on Route
to insure an uninterrupted flow of mili- 33, occupy the right sector of the new
tary traffic over the crossings. °  army front, and reinforce the weak

On 3 December, after receiving more ROK 11 Corps in protecting the army
reports of sizable enemy movements east flank in the Yesong valley. The I
and concentrations east and northeast Corps was to withdraw to the west sec-
of the Eighth Army position, Walker tor of the new line over Route 1 and,
anticipated not only a westward enemy while passing through P'yongyang, de-
push into P'yongyang but also a deeper stroy any abandoned materiel found
thrust southwest through the Yesong within the city. 12

valley and across the army withdrawal General Milburn's demolition assign-
routes in the vicinity of Sin'gye. In- ment was likely to be sizable. Aside
duced to haste by this possibility, he fiom organizational and individual
ordered his line units to drop fifteen equipment lost by the line units, tile
miles behind P'yongyang beginning on only notable materiel losses since the
the morning of the 4th, to a line curv- Chinese opened their offensive had
ing eastward from Kyomip'o on the been fourteen hundred tons of ammu-
lower bank of the Taedong to a point nition stored at Sinanju and five hun-
short of Koksan in a subsidiary valley dred toils at Kunu-ri. But now Walker's
of the upper Yesong River. Walker forces were about to give up the locale
warned them to be ready to withdraw of the Eighth Army's main forward
another fifty miles on the west and stockpiles, and although the smaller
twenty miles on the east to a line run- stores at Chinnamp'o might be evacu-
ning from Haeju on the coast north- ated, it was less likely that the larger

quantities brought into P'yongyatig
Eighth Army Cored Rpt, Nar, Dec 50; Eighth over the past several weeks could be

Arimy GI SS Rpt. Dec 50; Eighth Aimy G3 SS Rpt, completely removed on such short
Dec 50: "Turkish U.N. B igade Advisory Gi oup, 20
Nov-13 Dec 50"; RId. GX 30139 KGOO, CG Eighth -
Army to CG 2d Div, 2 Dec 50; Rad, GX 30142 KGOO, " E;ghth At my PIRs 1,13.2 Dec 50, and 144, 3 Dec
CG Eighth Army to CGC IX Corps et al., 2 Dec 50. 50; Rad, CG 30162 KGOO, CG Fighth Army to C I

* ,o Eighth Army 63 SS Rpt, Dec 50; Rad, GX 30H6iq Cot p cL ,itl., 3 Dcc 50
KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CG I Cot ps et al., 2 Dec 12 Rad, GX 30162 KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CG I
50. Corps et ;d., 3 Dec 50.
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ALI. BRIDGES OVER TIlE TAEDONG RIVER A'r P'YONGYANG WERE DESTROYED
after the Eighth Army withdrew souith of the city.

notice. The improbability of clearing within twenty-four hours. Much of the
the P'yongyang stocks was increased by city was afire by 0730 on 5 December
the necessity to give priority on loco- when the rear guards destroyed the
motives to trains carrying casualties last bridges over the Taedong and set
and service units, by heavy demands off final demolitions in the section of
on trucks For troop movements as well P'yongyang below the river. Colonel
as for hauling materiel from supply Stebbins, Walker's G-4 who supervised
point to railroad yard, and by the the removal of materiel from Chin-
problems of loading and switching namp'o and P'yongyang, would have
trains in congested yards that earlier preferred a slower move by seventy-
had been severely damaged by UNC air two or even forty-eight hours. Given
bombardment." that additional time, Stebbins believed,

With almost no enemy contact, Wal- the service troops could have removedker's forces moved south of P,,oz. ang most of the eight to te thousand tons

of supplies and equipment that now
- Eighth Army GA SS Rpt, Dec 50; Eighth Aimy, lay abandoned and broken up or burn-

"Logistical Problems and Their Solutions." ing inside P'yongyang. More time also

IM,



REDEPLOYMENT SOUTH 155

could have prevented such oversights at P'yongyang, had had to be destroyed
as leaving at least fifteen operable M-46 for lack of time to remove them.'5

tanks abroad flatcars in the railroad The men and materiel sea lifted from
yards in the southwestern part of the Chinnamp'o were landed either at
city. Fifth Air Force planes struck these Inch'on (port personnel, rations, and
overlooked tanks on 6 December, but petroleum products) or Pusan (patients,
differing pilot claims left obscure the prisoners, and remaining supplies).
amount of damage done."' Most of the stock evacuated from

Although Chinnamp'o was exposed P'yongyang was shipped to depots at
after early morning of the 5th, evacua- Kaesong and around Seoul. Some was
tion of the port continued until eve- kept forward aboard the railcars on
ning without harassment from enemy which it had been loaded to institute a
forces. Pressed only by time and the mobile system of meeting day-to-day re-
wide range of the Yellow Sea tides, the quirements of the line units. These
port troops from 2 through 5 Decem- daily needs, mostly rations and petro-
ber loaded LSTs, transports of the Jap- leum products, were to be issued fiom
anese merchant marine, a squadron of the cars at railheads whose locations
U.S. Navy troop and cargo transports, could be changed as rapidly as the line
and at least a hundred Korean sail- units withdrew. This system would re-
boats. Aboard these c2"aft went casual- duce the likelihood of fuirther materiel
ties, prisoners, and materiel sent from losses.' 6

P'yongyang; the supplies and equip- The trace of the new army position
ment on the ground around the port; vaguely resembled a question mark.
the port service units themselves; and I and IX Corps defenses between
some thirty thousand refugees (most of Kyomip'o and Yul-li formed the upper
them on the sailboats). Four American arc, IX Corps positions on the east flank
destroyers took station off Chinnaip'o, from Yul-li southeastward to Sin'gye
and aircraft from the British carrier shaped the shank, and clumps of army
T"ieseus appeared overhead on the 5th reserves below Sin'gye supplied several
to protect the final outloading. That dots. The figure traced was appropri-
morning the port commander received ate since Walker now had been out of
word from Colonel Stebbins to get the meaningful contact with enemy forces
last ships under way on the favorable for five days, had no clear idea of the
tide at 1700. The last three ships location or movement of the main Chi-
pulled away fron the clocks near that nese body, and could only speculate on
hour. Demolition crews set off their what the XIII Army Group commander
last explosives, and shortly afterward could or intended to do next."
the last men ashore drove an amphibi-
ous truck out to a waiting ship. Some ' Eighth Army G3 SS Rpl, Dec 50; Eighth Army

two thousand tons of supplies and a (4 SS Rpt, Dec 50; Eighth Army, "Logistical Prob-
lems and Their Solitons"; Field. Unted Siate Naval

few items of port equipment, small Operations, Koyea, pp. 272-7,4.

amounts by comparison with the losses '" Eighth Aim/ (,A SS Rpt, Dec 50; Mono, Eighth

A..ny, "Acul nics o (n i "1 3d T.ia ,)JoI tiat i n atai"
Eighh Ary mRailway Service-The Withda awal F oml Pyongyang,"
SEighth Army Cored Rpt, Na;, Dec 50; Eighth co[~y in CMII.

Aiiny 63 SS Rp;, Dec 50 Eighth Army, "Logistical " Eighth Aimy Cond Rpt, Nat, Dec 50; Eighth
I'roblcms and 'I'hei; Solutions." Army G3 SS Rpt, lc 50.
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In an attempt to fill the intelligence But what now worried Walker most
gap deriving friom the withdrawals and were the whereabouts and intentions
the Chinese slowness to follow, Walker of the Chinese he previously had sus-
on the 5th ordered General Milburn pected were maneuvering into attack
and General Coulter to send strong re- position just beyond his east flank. Be-
connaissance patrols, including tanks, cause his forces at no time since 30 No-
north as far as the Taedong River. But vember had captured or even sighted a
only the 1st Cavalry Division reported Chinese soldier during the sporadic en-
any noteworthy deep patrolling, on 6 counters along the army right, he was
December when two battalions sortied beginning to believe that all enemy
northeast up the Yesong valley and into troops immediately east of him were
Kokson, where they fought a minor North Korean. Chinese forces, then,
skirmish with North Korean troops, possibly were moving south, not into
and on 7 December when two compa- position for a close-in envelopment but
nies made another, but uneventful, visit around the Eighth Army some distance
to the town.1 s  to the east through the X Corps' rear

Most of Walker's information contin- area. Since General Almond's forces
ued to come from agents and aerial were concentrating at Hamhung and
observers. The latter reported on the Hungnam far to the northeast, any such
6th that enemy troops were moving into march by the Chinese would be unop-
Chinnamp'o and south across the Tae- posed, and if the Chinese moved
(long estuary by ferry to the Hwanghae through the open area in strength, they
peninsula. Agents on the same day veri- possibly could occupy all of South Ko-
fled the presence of Chinese troops in rea with little or no difficulty. Walker
P'yongyang and reported that North anyway granted the Chinese this capa-
Korean regulars were joining North bility and against the possibility of such
Korean guerrillas to the east and right a sweep took steps on 6 December to
rear of the Eighth Army. To escape deploy troops across the entire penin-
the trouble these reports portended, sula. He planned no static defense. His
Walker instructed his forward units to concept of fighting a delaying action
withdraw on 8 I)ecember to the Haeju- without becoming heavily engaged re-
Sin'gye-Ich'on line and to extend that mained unchanged except that he now
line east to Kumhwa. The west flank would delay from preselected lines
would again be anchored on the sea, stretching coast to coast.2

and Walker's forces would be able to As a preliminary, Walker obtained
present a front instead of a flank to the General MacArthur's agreement to
North Korean units rel)orted gathering erase the southern segment of' the
on the east.' Eighth Arlny-X Corps boundary so

that the Eighth Army's sector spanned
the peninsula below the 39th l)arallel,

Rad. CX 29613 KGOO. CG Eighth At my to CG I
Corps and CG IX Cot ps, 5 Dec 50; Rad. (;X 29660
KGOO, C; Eighth Army to CG IX Corps, 5 Dec 50; PIR 147.6 Dec 50; Rad, ;X 29685 KGOO. CG Eighth
Eig'tnh At m} G3 jni, 6 and 7 Dec 50. Ai my to L,. I Co, ps etal., 6 Dec 50. Rad. (GX 29706

') Eighth Army Comd Rpt. Nar, Dec 50; Eighth KGOO, CG Eighh Army to C/S ROKA et al., 6 Dec
Army G3J nil. 5 Dec 50; Eighth Army G2 SS Rpt, Dec 50.
50: Eighth Army G2 Brie, 6 Dec 50; Eighth Aimy 2" Eighth Army G3 Jul. 5 and 6 Dec 50.
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more generally south of a line between Chiefs of Staff that the United Nations
P'yongyang and Wonsan. He also ar- Command was too weak to make a suc-
ranged air and naval surveillance of the cessful stand when he informed them
east coast south of the X Corps' posi- on 28 November that he was passing to
tion to detect enemy coastal movements the defensive. The Joint Chiefs fully
while he was extending his line. He approved MacArthur's adoption of de-
chose coast-to-coast positions running fensive tactics but were not convinced
from the mouth of the Yesong River, that a successful static defense was
almost forty miles behind Haeju, north- impossible. They suggested that Mac-
eastward through Sibyon-ni, south- Arthur place the Eighth Army in a con-
eastward through Ch'orwon and tinuous line across Korea between
Hwach'on, then eastward to Yangyang P'yongyang and Wonsan. MacArthur
on the Sea of Japan. This line, later objected, claiming such a line was too
designated line A, was roughly a hun- long for the forces available and that
dred fifty miles long and at its most the logistical problems posed by the
northerly point reached just twenty high, road-poor mountains then sepa-
miles above the 38th parallel. Walker rating the Eighth Army and X Corps
ordered five South Korean divisions- were too great. By concentrating the
the two of the ROK II Corps and three X Corps in the Hamhung area,
others then in central and southern Ko- MacArthur countered, he was creating
rea-to occupy the eastern half of the a "geographic threat" to enemy lines of
line and to start moving into position communication that made it tactically
immediately. The I and IX Corps, unsound for Chinese forces to move
scheduled eventually to man the west- south through the opening between
ern portion of line A, remained for the Walker and Almond. In any event, lie
time being under orders to withdraw predicted, the Chinese already arrayed
only as fat' as the llaeju-Kunha line.2  against the Eighth Army would compel

it to take a series of steps to the rear. 2

CINCUNC Order Number 5 The Joint Chiefs of Staff disagreed

The apprehensions evident in that the X Corps' concentration at

Walker's appraisals and plans were Hanihung would lroduce the effect

apparent in Tokyo as well. General MacArthur anticipated. In theirjudg-
MacArthur, although his main inten- ment, the Chinese already had demoin-

tion may have been to coax reinforce- strated a proficiency for moving strong

ment, already had notified the Joint forces through difficult mountains, and
the concentration of tile X Corps on
the east coast combined with the pre-

2' Rads. GX 29621 KGOO and GX 29661 K(;O, dicted further withdrawals of the
CG Eighth Atmy to CINCFE, 5 Dec 50; Briefing fo" EigIhth Army would only widen tile
CG. in Eighth At my C;3 Jnl, 6 Dec 50: Rad. CTI 95 to
CTG 95.7. 070206 Dec 50: Rid GX 29634, KGOO, opening through which the Chinese
CC Eighth Army to C/S ROKA, 6 Dec 50; Rad. GX could move. They again urged MacAr-
29685 KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CC I Cot ps et al.,
6 Dcc 56: RAd. CX 29706 K(t)O. CG Fighth A rmv to
C/S ROKA ct al., 6 Dec 50: Rad. GX 29733 KGOO. Rad. C 69953, CINCF to JCS, 28 Nov 50; Rad.
CC Eighth Army to CG IX Corps ct al., 7 Dec 5(0; JCS 97592 JCS to CINCFE. 29 Nov 50; Rad. C 50095,
Rad, GX 29794 KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CG I CINCUNC to DA for ICS. 30 Nov 50: Rad, C 50105,
Corps ct al.. 8 Dec 50. CINCFE to I)A, 30 Nov 50.

------------- -- ---
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thur to consolidate the Eighth Army the Eighth Army. General Collins, while
and X Corps sufficiently to prevent touring Korea between 4 and 6 Decem-
large enemy forces from passing ber, heard General Walker and Gen-
between the two conmands or Out- eral Almond on the best beachheads
flanking either of them. But MacArthur and on how best to handle their respec-
defended his view of a P'yongyang- tive commands. Almond believed that
Wonsan line, pointing out that he and he could hold Hungnam indefinitely
Walker already had agreed that P'yong- and wanted to stay there out of cer-
yang could not be held and that the tainty that by doing so he could divert
Eighth Army probably would be forced substantial Chinese strength from the
south at least as far as Seoul. Turning Eighth Army front. Walker, on tile
his reasoning in support of a request other hand, believed the preservation
for- ground reinforcements "of the of the Eighth Army required a deep
greatest magnitude," ie emphasized on withdrawal. Walker attempted to fore-
3 December that his present strength stall any order to defend Seoul, insisting
would allow him at most to prolong his that tying his forces to the ROK capital
resistance to the Chinese by making suc- would only allow the Chinese to encir-
cessive withdrawals or by taking up cle the Eighth Army and force a slow,
"beachhead bastion positions" and that costly evacuation through Inch'on. He
a failure to receive reinforcements por- favored pulling back to Pusan, where
tended the eventual destruction of his once before he had broken an enemy
colnnanld. 2 3  offensive and where now, if reinforced

The response to MacArthur's esti- by the X Corps, the Eighth Army might
mate was as gloomy as his predictions. hold out indefinitely.-"
Prompted by earlier dismal reports to MacArthur's G-3, General Wright,
visit the Far East for a firsthand ap- meanwhile recommended Pusan as the
praisal, Army Chief of Staff General best beachhead for both tile Eighth
Collins informed MacArthur on 4 Army and X Corps on grounds that
December that no reinforcement in should UNC forces be compelled to
strength, at least in the near future, was leave Korea, they should leave the dis-
possible. The remaining Joint Chiefs tinct impression of having delayed the
meanwhile replied from Washington enemy as long and as well as possible.
that preservation of' the U.N. Coin- Wright also pointed out that defend-
iand was now the guiding consider- ing successive lines into the southeast-
ation and that they concurred in the c tip of' the peninsula would afford
consolidation of MacArthur's forces UNC air forces the greatest opportu-
into beachheads.' -

1 nity to hurt the Chinese; further, if a
Beachhead sites that in varying de- withdrawal from Korea became neces-

grees could facilitate a withdrawal from sary during the remaining winter
Korea were Hungnam and Wonsan for months, MacArthur's command could
the X Corps, Inch'on and Pusan for escape extreme weather conditions at

Pusan; finally, an evacuation at any time
2 Rad,JCS 97772.,JCS to CINCFE, I Dec 50; Rad,
50332. CINCIJNC to DA for ICS,' 5O -D' 50-,.Schn ., Po!y arndDnredtion, p. 283; tA r, L, Gei
21 Chief of Staff. FEC, Mcino for Gen Collins,,t Dec Edward M. Alond (Ret) to Col C. Ii. Schilling, 21

50; Rad, JCS 97917. JCS to CI NCFE, ,4 Dec 50. May 1965, copy in CMI I.
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could be effected faster through tile Pt,- accommodate supply nlovelnelits' 7

san facilities than through any other Earlier pessimistic reports to Washing-
port. To permit the longest delaying ton notwithstanding, MacArthur appar-
action possible and to enable an evacua- ently believed that the Eighth Army and
tion from the best port, Wright recomi- the X Corps combined could man this
mended that the X Corps be sea lifted line; indeed, he expected Walker to
from Hungnam as soon as possible and make an ardent effort to hold it.
landed in southeastern Korea, that tile Through correspondence and inter-
X Corps then join the Eighth Army and views, MacArthur meanwhile had re-
pass to Walker's command, and there- sponded publicly to charges appearing
after that the U.N. Command withdraw in a substantial segment of the press
thr'ough successive positions, if neces- that he was responsible for tile reverse
sary to the Pusan area. 26  his forces were suffering at the hands

On 7 December in Tokyo, Generals of the Chinese. In defense of his strat-
MacArthur, Collins, and Stratemeyer, egy and tactics, he insisted that his com-
AdimiralsJoy and Struble, and Lt. Gen. mand could not have fought more effi-
Lemuel C. Shepherd, the commander ciently given the restrictions placed
of all Marine forces in the Pacific, con- upon it by the policy of limiting hostili-
sidered the various views generated ties to Korea. This criticism ofadminis-
during the week past and agreed on tration policy rankled President Tru-
plans that embodied in largest part the man, particularly because MacArthur
recommendations of General Wright. voiced it publicly and frequently
MacArthur set these plas in effect oil enough to lead "many people abroad
the 8th in CINCUNC (Commander in to believe that our government would
Chief, United Nations Command) Or- change its policy. '28 Truman issued in-
ler Number 5. He listed nine lines to structions on 5 December by which he

be defended by tile Eighth Army, the intended to insure that information
southernmost based ol the Naktong made public by an executive branch of-
River in the general trace of the old ficial was "accurate and fully in accord
Pusan Perimeter. But he insisted that vith the policies of the United States
Walker not surrender Seoul until and Government."2 1 Specifically applicable
unless an enemy maneuver unquestion- to General MacArthur, "Officials over-
ably was about to block the Eighth seas, including military commanders,
Army's further withdrawal to the were to clear all but routine statements
south. Related to this stipulation. four with their departments, and to refrain
lines lay above Seoul, dhe last of which, from direct communication on military
resting oil the Imjin River in the west or foreign policy with newspapers, mag-
and extending eastward to the coast,
was MacArthur's first delineation ofpo- 7 F. Umted-vtateNavalOperatwn, Ko~ea. p.288;
sitions across the entire peninsula. Here Rad, CX 50635. CINCFE to CG lighth Ai my et al., 7

tile peninsula was somewhat narrower Dec 50; Rad, CX 50801 (CINCUNC Opli 0 No. 5),
thnnh yINCUNG to CG ,ighth At my et al., 8 Dec 50. Thethan inl tie P yongyang-Wonsan re- IS formally app.oved MacAt ,htir's plan on 9 Dec 50

gion and offied it road net that COld pc, Rad, JCS 98400. VILI AR (JUS) to (AINP .l, 9
lVeL 50.
.t l man, Yens (I Tia l lnd hope, p. 383.

- Memo, FEC 3 for FEC C/S, 6 Dec 50. NIar/ Mathi, Hearings, p. 3536,
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azines or other publicity media in the mand change he had ordered three
United States." 0 The Joint Chiefs of days before.
Staff forwarded the president's instruc- When MacArthur reached Walker's
tions to MacArthur on 6 December. headquarters (having first stopped in

northeastern Korea to confer with Gen-
eral Almond), he was able to see not

Withdrawal to Line B only the Eighth Army plan for with-
On 7 December General MacArthur drawing to line B but also Walker's

had radioed a warning to both Walker plans in case the Eighth Army again
and Almond of the next clay's order was squeezed into the southeastern cor-
for successive withdrawals, the defense ner of the peninsula. Reviving an un-
of Seoul short of becoming entrapped, used plan developed by the Eighth
and the assignment of the X Corps to Army staff in September, Walker rees-
the Eighth Army. So guided, Walker tablished not only the Naktong River
on the 8th laid out line B, which dupli- defenses but also three lines between
cated line A eastward from Hwach'on the old perimieter and Pusan, each arch-
but in the opposite direction fell off to ing between the south coast and east
the southwest to trace the lower bank coast around the port. Nearer Pusan,
of the hnjin and Han rivers, some the Davidson line curved northeast-
twenty miles behind the Yesong River. ward sixty-eight miles from a south
This line was at least twenty miles coast anchor at Masan; next south-
shorter than line A. fairly coincided east, the Raider line stretched forty-
with the northernmost coast-to-coast eight 'miles from the south coast resort
line designated by MacArthur, and now town of Chinhae; and just outside the
became the line toward which Walker port, the Pusan line arched twenty-eight
began to move his forces for the de- miles from the mouth of the Naktong.
fense of Seoul.3 ' Walker instructed General Garvin to

On 11 December MacArthur made fortify these lines using Korean labor
his first visit to Korea since he had and all other means and manpower
watched the start of what was hoped available within Garvin's 2d Logistical
would be the Eighth Army's final ad- Command. 2

vance. He was now on the peninsula On the day following MacArthur's
for a firsthand view of the Eighth visit Walker established two more let-
Army and X Corps after their setbacks tered lines. Line C followed the lower
at the hands of the Chinese and for bank of the Han River just below Seoul,
personal conferences with Walker and curved northeast to Hongch'on, thirty
Almond on the steps the two line con- miles below Hwach'on, then reached al-
manders had taken or planned to take most due east to the coast at Wonpo-ri,
in carrying out the maneuvers and corn- fifteen miles behind Yangyang. Line D,

o Ibid. 3"Rad, GX 29857 KGOP, CG Eighth At my to CG
' Rad. CX 50635, CINCFE to CG Eighth Army et 2d Log Cored and C/S ROKA. 9 Dec 50; Ltr, CG

,,. 7 DeL. 50, ",t,, CX 50801 (CIN CNG0-,,). o Eighth Army to CC 2 Log Cond. I I Dec 50, qih"
5). CINCUNC to CG Eighth Army et al., 8 Dec 50; Construction of the Naktong River Defense l.ine and
Rad, GX 29794 KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CG I Completion of Construction of the Davidson and
Corps et at., 8 Iec 50 Raider Lines; Eighth Army Coned Rpt, Nar, Dec 50.
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next south, ran from a west coast an- from North Korean troops in the cen-
chor forty-five miles below Seoul north- tral region slowed the South Koreans;
east through the towns of Py'ongt'aek, and general confusion among the
Ansong, Changhowon-ni, and Wonju sketchily trained ROK units caused fur-
to Wonpo-ri, the same east coast an- ther delay. But by 23 December Gen-
thor as for line C. These lines were eral Walker managed to get the ROK
to be occupied if' and when enemy III Corps up from southern Korea
pressure forced the Eighth Army to and, with three divisions, emplaced in
give up Seoul but before any deep a central sector adjoining the IX Corps
withdrawal as far as the Naktong was on the east. The South Korean fr'ont
required.3 :  lay below line B, almost exactly on the

Amid this contingency planning and 38th parallel, with its center located
through 22 December Walker gradually about eight miles north of Ch'unch'on.
pulled his forward units south and In more rugged ground next east, the
pushed ROK forces north into posi- ROK II Corps occupied a narrow one-
tions generally along line B. The I and division front astride Route 24, which
IX Corps, withdrawing over Routes 1 passed southwestward through the
and 33, bounded in three-day intervals Hongch'on River valley. The corps thus
through the Haeju-Kumhwa line and blocked what otherwise could provide
line A toward sectors along the western en-lny forces easy access south through
third of line B. The withdrawal was un- central Korea over Route 29 and to lat-
contested except for minor encounters eral routes leading west to the Seoul
with North Korean troops on the IX area.3

Corps' east flank, but thousands of ref- By 20 December the ROK I Corps
ugees moving with and trailing the two had been sea lifted in increments out
corps had to be turned off the main of northeastern Korea, landed at 1Pu-
roads lest they block the withdrawal san and near Samch'ok close to the east
routes. By 23 December both corps oc- coast anchor of line B, and transferred
cupied stable positions in their new to Eighth Army control. Walker inne-
sectors. The I Corps, with two divisions diately committed the additional corps
and a brigade, stood athwart Route I to defend the eastern end of the army
along the lower banks of the Han and line. By the 23d the ROK I Corps, with
the Imjin; the IX Corps, with two divi- two divisions, occupied scattered posi-
sions, blocked Routes 33 and 3 right at tions blocking several mountain tracks
the 38th parallel. '" and the east coast road.: (

Spreading ROK forces along the re- Regardless of his success in stretch-
mainder of the line proved more frus- ing forces across the peninsula, Walker
trating. Transportation requirements lacked confidence in the line he had
exceeded available trucks; resistance built. His defenses were shallow and

there were gaps. He mainly mistrusted
:U Rad. (X 350,16 K(;OO. CG Eighth Army to CG I

Cot ps et al.. 12 Dc( 50.
*"'Eighth Army Coted Rpt, Nar, Dec 50. Eighth " Eighth Army Comd Rpi. Nat. Dec 50: Eighth

Aimty G3 SS Rpt, Dec 50;, Rads, GX 2987-1 KGOO Army G3 SS Rpt, l)cc 50.
and GX 35071 K(OO, CG Eighth Atmy to CG I "; Ibid.: Rad. AG IN BSF-1305, CTF 90 to CG
Cot ps el al,, 9 Dec and 13 Dec 50, respectively. Eighth Army et al., 20 Dec 50.
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A..

EIGHTI ARMY TROOPS DIG IN NORTH OF SEOUI.

the ROK forces along the eastern two- quarters, less a small group to remain
thirds of the line. He doubted that they in Seoul, south to Taegu. He already
would hold longer than momentarily had directed the removal of major sup-
against a strong enemy attack, and, ply stores located in or above Seoul to
should they give way, his forces above safer positions below the Han River and
Seoul in the west would be forced to had ordered the reduction of stocks
follow suit. It was to meet this particular held in the Inch'on port complex. On
contingency that he had established the 18th he assigned corps boundaries
lines C and D on 12 December. On the along line C and described the deploy-
15th he extended his effort by dis- ment of army reserve units to cover a
patching the 1st Cavalry Division out withdrawal to this first line below Seoul.
along the connected Routes 2- 18-17 Two days later he ordered the still-weak

northeast of Seoul as added protection 21 Division, which by then had stepped
against any strike at (lie capital city f-om back fr'om Munsan-ni to Yongdungp'o,
the direction of Ch'unch 'on. 7  a suburb of Seoul just below the Han,

The same clay, he started army head- to move to the town of Ch'ungju, some
sixty miles southcast of Scoul. From

Eighth Army Cord Rit Nar, Dcc 50: Rad. cx there the division was to be ready to

35176 KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CG IX Corps and move against any enemy force break-
CG Ist Cav Div, 15 Dec 50. ing through South Korean lines in cen-



REDEPLOYMENT SOUTH 163

SEOUL. The capitol is at center.

tral or eastern Korea and was to pro- lapses of ROK Forces twice before had
LeLthe flank of Walker's wsen placed the EighthAryijepd.

forces in any withdrawal prompted by Nor- had the ROK Army shown any in-
suchI anl enemIIy 1hru1st. General Keiser creased stability even after strenuous
in the meantime had been evacuiated efforts to improve it. If*, as hie susp~ected,
because of' illness, and Ma j. Geni. thie ROK unlits now along the eastern
Robert, B. MClure now commanded two-thirds of line B3 Failed to stand
the 2d1 Divisionl. 3 's against an attack, his positions north

To General MfacArthur11, the elabo- of* Seoul could not be hield and thc
rdte lIepairatiotis for1 a ithiddrawal be- then-necessaiy withdrawal would have
low Seoul inidicated that Walker hadl to be made over anl obstacle, thle H-all
decided againet a determined (dfense River. lit Walker's mind these two
of the city. When MacAr-thurI raised the dangerS, Of anlother su~dden ROK Army
quiestion. W~alkei assure-d himl that lie collap~se and of' making a river crossing
would hold Seoull as long as hie cold. inl at wit hdrawal, made his extensive
But, Walker' pointed out, sudden col- pr1ep)arationls at mattei' Of' "reasonlable

ighh Armyt Com~d Rpt. Nar. ec 50: Pma, GX pidem"

3555 KGOIO. CG Ei0tnI Al II' to CC, i Coips "c aU'

IS I)ce 50; Raid. GX 35300)Ix .O()d (( Eighthi Arim'. Rind. (GXSI69. INCFE to(c(; Eighth A tm'.20
,o dCG 2d IDw.. 20 De( 50, ighth i G. ~j~i. 20 Dec Dec 50. R;KI. (;X 35321 E..;,. CG; Eighth Army to
50. *INP. 21 tDrc 50
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Walker also was convinced that his IX Corps sectors in the west. General
adversaries were now capable of open- Partridge, who had shifted the emipha-
ing an offensive at any time. Fe still sis of Fifth Air Force operations to
had no solid contact with enemy forces, armed reconnaissance and interdiction
but by pressing intelligence sources over about the time Walker had given up
the previous two weeks he had obtained P'yongyang, was able to verify that
sufficient evidence to predict an immi- Chinese forces had moved south in
nent attack and to forecast the strength, strength fiom the Ch'ono,ch'on battle-
paths, objective, and even possible (late fields, but not how far.'1-' Until mid-
of the ",ext blow."( December his fighter pilots and light

Between 8 and 14 December Walker bomber crews discovered and attacked
caught a southeastward shift of the large troop columns moving openly in
North Korean II Corps, the bulk of daylight over main and secondary
which previously had been concentra- roads between the Ch'ongch'on and
ted in and operating as a guerrilla force P'yongyang. But then, to escape
out of the mountains between Koksan Partridge's punishing attacks, the Chi-
and Inch'on. Apparently having re- nese reverted to their strict practices
taken regular status, the corps paral- of concealment and camouflage and
leled the Eighth Army's sou theastern halted virtually all daytime movement. '.
withdrawals below P'yongyang. As Walker, consequently, had no clear
Walker's forces spread out along line evidence that the main body of the XIII
B, the North Korean unit followed suit, Army Group had moved any farther
occupying positionsjust above the 38th south than P'yongyang. But on the ba-
parallel in the central sector, principally sis of repeated reports from agents and
between Yonch'on in the Wonsan-Seoul air observers that Chinese troops and
corridor and Hwach'on, due north of supplies were moving southeastward
Ch'unch'on. It also seemed that earlier from the North Korean capital, by the
I eports of reconstituted North Korean 23d lie considered it. possible that three
unitsjoining the II Corps were correct. or four Chinese armies with about a
Several renewed North Korean divi- hundred fifteen thousand troops were
sions apparently had assembled imme- bunched within a day's march of the
diately behind the // CoipS to make a Eighth Army's central front. This possi-
total strength of' sixty-five thousand bility Irought the estimate of enemy
l)lausible for the North Korean troops sti'ength above Walker's central posi-
directly opposite tlie Eighth ArIy's lions to a hundred eightV thousand.
central sector as of' 23 December.' Furthermore, Walker judged, these

As late as 17 I)ecember Walker was troops could be reinforced by any units
still conpletely out of contact with Chi- of the XIII Army Group remaining in
nese foirces and by the 23d had encoun- the l)'yongyang area within f'our to
tered only a few, these in the I and eight days and by the Chinese and

.. Eighth Army 3 SS Rpl. lDec 50; Eighth Ai m% Boolnet Conmtmtand meanwhile hitled its dita( ks
PI R 149-1,56, 8-15 IDc 50; Rad, (;X 35266 KGI, C(; oi the Yal I)1 idgcs dod dcx oeld its mail etfolt t o the
Liglith Aimy to CINGFE, 18 Dec 50; Eighth Ati m tllediclioo of rail lies
P1IRIs 163, h2 )e( 50, and N O,. 2, De |st). (. h. I'nd Stile; .7*h o: dn, A 0 , pp.11 Eighth Ai ny G2 SS Rpt, De 50; Eighth At my 2,3-15. The FEAF cstimteof enemy t toops killed in
P1lRs 1,18- 161. 8-23 Dec 50. t)ecenhel was 39.691.
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North Korean units currently operat- to refurbish them for employment lin-
ing in the X Corps sector within six to cler- the Eighth Armiy."'
tell dlays.""

To Walker, the apparent concen tra- ThX olEvcaeHugm
tion and disposition of enemy forces Jz o~ vcae uga
op)posite his central front clearly sug- By thuc time General Almond re-
gested offensive prieparation~s in which ceived General MacArthur's 8 Decemi-
the North Korean Il Co-Ips was screen- ber order to evacuate thle X Corps
ing the assembly of assault forces andI through Hungnam, two sideshows to
supplies. Small North Korean attacks the coming main event were well
b~elow Yonch'on and from Hwach'on uinder way. Out of the earlier decision
towarld Ch'unCh'on1 seemed designed to to concentrate X Corps forces at
search out weaknesses in thle Eighth Hungnam, the evacuation of Wonsan
Armiy line in those areas and indicated had begun onl 3 December. In a week's
the possibility of a conlverging attack time, without interference from enemy
onI Seoul sotuth along Route 33 and forces, the 3d Division task force and a
souithwest over the road from Ch'un- Marine shore party group totaling somec
ch'on. A likely (late for Opening Such 3,800 !roops loaded themnselves. 1,100
an attack, because of a p)ossible p)sycho- vehicles, 10,000 tons of other cargo,
logical advantagre to the attackers, was and 7,000 refugees aboard transport
Christmas Day.*' ships and LSTs provided by Admiral

Walker's largest hope of holdinig Doyle's Task Force 90. One LST sailed
Seoul for any length of time in these north onl thle 9th to Hu1-ngnaml, where
circumstances rested onl the arrival of its Marine shore party p~assengers were
the remainder of the X Corps fromt to take part in thle forthcoming sea lift.
northeastern Korea. Once hie had The remaining ships steamed for Pu1-
General Almond's forces in hand, san onl the 9th and 10oth .- 7

Walker lan1Ined to insert them in the Thie Task Force 90 ships dispatched
Clgunch'on sector now held by thle uin- to Songjin onl 5 December to pick up
tried 1(0K III Corps. This move would the tail-end troops of thle 10K I Corps
lace American units athwart thle meanwhile had reached their destina-

Ch'un11ch'on-Seoul axis, One of thle mo)re tion and by noon onl 9 D~ecember had
likely enemy approaches in an attack to taken aboard the 1(0K 3d Division (less
seize thle South Korean capital. the 26th Regiment, which withdrew
Whether the X Corps would be avail- to Hungnam as rear guard for the 7th
able soon enough depended first onl Division); the division headquarters, di-
how closely Walker had estinmatedi the
opening dlate of ihe threatening enemy
offensive and second on how long it 16RadI CX 35226 KGOP. CG; Eighhii Army to CG; X
wotild take General Almond to get his Cot ps. 17 Dec 50: Rad, CX 3.321 KCC. CC Eighth
for-cs out of northeastern Korea and Armoy to CiNCFE, 21 t)zc 50; Eighth Army Pf R% 160.

19 Dec 50. and 163. 22 Dec 5)O.
17 Rac. CX 50635, CINCFE to Wt Ligith Army et

" Eihth i m C2 s i~n. ~cc50: ~igii ~ ,ita., 7 Dec 50: Rad, CX 50801 (C1 NCUNG Opm 0) No.
Eighh Amy 2 SSRim De.50:Eigth rmy5). CINC;UNC to CC Eighth Army et af., 8 Dc 50:

IRs 1 48-164l. 8-23 iDcc 50. Cagic and( Mans~on, Th,- Sea lWai in Korea, pp. 183-8,1:
I bhid. Field, UntdSae a'(Oea ns oep.286-88.
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vision artillery, and 18th Regiment of Hungnam at the beginning of Decem-
the ROK Capital Division; and some bet-, enemy forces as of the 1 1th had
forty-three hundred refugees. This sea not yet made any significant attempt to
lift originally had been designed to establish contact with the perimeter
assist the X Corps' concentration at units. But Almond expected his beach-
Hungnam, but the intervening order head defenses would be tested by
to evacuate Hungnam changed the enemy units approaching Hungnam
destination for most of the South Ko- alonig the coast from the northeast,
reans to Pusan. On 10 and 11 Decem- from the Wonsan area to the south, and
ber the convoy from Songjin anchored especially from the direction of the
at Hungnam only long enough to un- Changjin Reservoir. 50

load the Capital Division's headquar- The likelihood that enemy forces
ters and artillery for employment in puLshing to the coast to reoccupy
the perimeter and to take aboard an Wonsan would block the routes south
advance party of the ROK I Corps of Hungnam had prompted Almond
headquarters before proceeding to its to discard any thought of an overland
new destination. 8  withdrawal to southern Korea. (Nor

On the 1 th, as the South Koreans had MacArthur ordered such a move.)
fiom Songjin as well as the Marine and Almond also considered the roads inad-
Army troops from the Changjin Reser- equate to permit the timely movement
voiw came into Hungnam, the perime- of large forces. His warning order, is-
ter around the port was comprised of a sued 9 December, alerted his forces for
series of battalion and regimental a "withdrawal by water and air without
strongpoints astride the likely avenues delay fiom lungnam area to Pusan-
of enemy approach some twelve to fir- Pohang-dong area. 51 The larger exo-
teen miles outside the city. The 3d Divi- dus was to be by sea, with the Hliungnam
sion still held the large sector assigned defenses contracting as corps forces
to it when General Almond first shaped were outloaded, but airlift was to be
the perimeter, from positions below em)loyed for as long as the airfield at
Yonp'o airfield southwest of Hungi:,.m Yonp'o remained within the shrinking
to defenses astride the Changjin Reser- perimleter.5 -

voir road at Oro-ri northwest of the
port. Battalions of the 7th Division Evacuation Planning
stood in breadth and depth athwart In deciding how to evacuate his
the Pujon Reservoir road north of forces and still successfully defend his
Hungnam, and three regiments of the perimeter, Almond considered two
ROK I Cotps guarded approaches near alternatives. He could place all divisions
and at the coast northeast of the port. " on the perimeter and then withdraw

Although Alnond had begun to pull portions of each simultancously, or he
these units into defenses around could pull out one division at a time

X Cot ps Conmd Rpi. Sum. Dec 50; X Corps fOR

--I. l Dec 50. X Co ps G3 Jni. Kim ) J-3i, " Dc 50. X , C XC I ps rV I , _ -7,G.,9- 5 X.... i ....... .,
Corps (;3 .li. Entry .1-28. II t)ec 50; Field. United Rpt. Sum. Dec 50.
-tatem Naval Oierations, Korea. pp. 286. 288-89. 5X Co, ps O1 27. 9 Dec 50.

' X Corps I'OR 75, 11 )c . X Corps Cored Rpt. Sum. Dec 50.

__ - _. _ I S 
-
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and spread his remaining forces to issue docking and sailing instructions.
cover the vacated sector on a shorter Direct liaison was established between
front. Since some units were more bat- Ahnond's control group ashore and
tle worn than others, especially the 1st Doyle's control group at sea to match
Marine Division, he elected the latter outgoing troops, supplies, and equip-
method and intended to ship the ma- ment with available ships. Almond also
rines first. They were to be followed dispatched a control group under Lt.
by the 7th Division, then the 3d Di- Col. Arthur M. Murray from corps
vision.5 3  headquarters to Pusan to receive

Almond planned to phase out the troops, supplies, and equipment arriv-
ROK I Corps, corps support units, ing by sea and air and to move them
bulk supplies, and heavy equipment as rapidly as possible to assembly
simultaneously with the American areas., 4

Army divisions. This was to be done Including the troops and materiel
carefully enough to keep a proper outloaded at Wonsan and Songjin,
balance between combat and support Almond needed shipping space for
troops and to insure adecquate logistical 105,000 troops, 18,422 vehicles, and
support. To maintain this balance some 350,000 tons of bulk cargo. Al-
yet guarantee that the evacuation pro- though Admiral Doyle commanded a
ceeded as rapidly as possible, he estab- transport group of over 125 ships, some
lished three points of control. From X would have to make more than one trip
Corps headquarters, his G-3 and G-4 to meet Almond's needs. The Far East
together guided the dispatch of units Air Forces' Combat Cargo Command
to the beach. To supervise the actual flying out of Yonp'o airfield was to ful-
loading of troops and materiel at fill airlift requirements. 5

water's edge, he organized a control Tactical air support during the evac-
group under Col. Edward H. Forney, a uation would be a Navy and Marine
Marine officer serving as Almond's responsibility, the Fifth Air Force fight-
deputy chief of staff. Under Colonel ers previously located in northeastern
Forney's direction, the 2d Engineer Korea having flown out to Pusan on 3
Special Brigade was to operate dock December. The Ist Marine Air Wing,
facilities, a reinforced Marine shore based at Yonp'o and aboard escort
party company was to operate the LST carriers, was to devote its full effort to
and small craft beaches and control the supporting the corps operation. In ad-
lighterage for ships to be loaded in the dition, Admiral Doyle was to arrange

harbor anchorages, and some five thou- both naval air and naval gunfire sup-
sand Korean civilians were to work as port. Reinforced by ships supplied by
stevedores. On the Navy's end of the Admiral Struble, the Seventh Fleet
outloading procedure, Admirat Doyle, commander, Doyle eventually was able
through a control unit aboard his flag-
ship Mount McKinley, was to coordinate X' x Corps Cond Rpt, Sum, Dec 50; Field, United

--- all shipments, assign anchorages, and Satae NavalIOperatios, Korea, pp. 289-90.
X Coi ps Cond Rpt, Sti, Dec 50; Field, United

States Naval Optiatwus, Korea, 1). 289; Gagle and
" Ibid.; X Corps Opn 0 10, II Dec 50; X Corps Manson, The Sea War in Korea, pp. 512-14; Futrell,

1'OR 76. II Dec 50, The United States Air Force in Koiea, pp. 241-42.
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MAP 14

to employ seven car rier s in throwing a rimeter were to withdraw deliberately
canopy of anrcraft over thle corps area as the 1st Marine Division embarked
and to deploy oneC baittleship, two toward the first of three phase lines that
cruisers, seven destroyers, and three Almond drew around Hungnamn. In
rocket ships in a maneuver area reach- the southwest this first line rested gen-
ing tenl miles north anid ten miles south erally along the Yowi-ch'on Riverjust
of Hungnam to answer Almond's re- below Yonp'o airfield, and elsewhere
quests for gunfire support.i63 traced an arc about three miles from

To begin anl orderly contraction of the heart of Hungnam. (Map 14) The
defenses as the X Corps' strength second line differed from the first only
ashore diminished, thle units on the pe- in the southwest in the 3d Division sec-

tor where it Followed the upper bank
51;Gnlc ndManon Te Sa ar a ore. P'of the Sonigch'oni River close by Hung-

181-82. 186-87; Futrell. The United States Air Force in
Korea, pp). 248-19, nam. Thie 3d Division's withdrawal to
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TROOPS OUTLOADING AT HUNGNAM

this second line, which would mean the commander. After briefing MacArthur
abandonment of Yonp'o airfield, was on corps dispositions and the plan of
scheduled to take p~lace as the 7th Divi- evacuation, Almond predicted that the
sion began its embarkation. The third evacuation would be orderly, that no
and final line was a tight arc about a sup~plies or eqluipment would be dle-
mile outside the limits of Hungnam to stroyed or abandoned, and that enemy
be occupied by the 3d Division as that forces would not interfere seriously.
division itself prepared to outload. The redeployment of the X Corps to
During this final phase of the evacuia- southern Korea, he estimated, would
tion General Soule's units were to use be complete by 27 December.5 8

rearguard tactics to cover their own
embarkation. 57 The Oitloading

=General Almond published his for- Th sMaieDviositcm
mal evacuation order on I11 December, ithe 1stna Marne thiison Casit cae
the date on which General MacArthur nounamfmthCaninRs
visited Korea and flew into Yonip'o air-

field[or confrenc withthe Cor s Ibid.; X Corps Corid Rpt, I I IDec 50; Mtemo, Genfiel fora cnfernce iththe Co Almond. I I Dec 50. 510); Movernen of X Corps to the
P'usan Area;, Ltr, Gen Almond to CINCUNC, I I Dc

15

SX Corps Comd Rpt. Stun, Dec 50: X Corps Opn 50, sub: Redeployment of X Corps in Pusan -IPohang-
0 10. 11 Dec 50, (long Area.
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BARRELS OF AVIATION-FUEL to-be loaded-aboard s/hips at Hun gnlaw.

ervoir on I11 December, assembled be- cember forward, service units gradually
tween the port and Yonp'o airfield. The moved depots and supply points into
division ouitloaded over the following- the port area proper, and the bulk sup-
three days and sailed for Pusan at mid- plies and heavy equipment were either
miorning-on the 15th. General Almond loaded aboard ships double-banked at
the day before had designated Masan, the docks or lightered to ships in the
thirty miles west of Pusan, as the divi- harbor. To save time, ammunition was
sion's assembly area. Following the voy- loaded at the docks instead of well out
age to Pusan and a motor march to into open water according to usual pre-
Masan, the marines passed to Eighth cautionary p~ractice. This constant out-
Army control on 18 December. 59 ward flow of materiel paralleled unit

Some bulk car-go was shipped out embarkations through the final day of'
during the Marine outloading, but the the evacuation."'
heavier evacuation of materiel began While the marines outloaded by sea,
after the marines sailed. From 15 De- the bulk of the 1st Korean Marine

Corps Regiment, which had been at-
' 9 X Corps Comnd Rpt. Sum, Dec 50; X Corps 01 30,

14 Dcc 50; Nfoltross and Cauzona. The Chosin IReser-
z'oir 6Carnlaign, pp. 338-41, 345; X Corps POR 83, 18
Dec 50. 60X Corps Coind Rpt, Sum, Dec 50.

IF -
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tached to the 3d Division, moved to Hamhung that the X Corps would pro-
Yonp'o for evacuation by air. General vide transporation for all civilians who
Soule had planned to compensate for wished to leave North Korea. The in-
the loss of the South Korean marines tention was to create a mass move to
by pulling his division to the shorter cover the infiltration of enemy agents
first phase line on 16 December. and saboteurs. To prevent overcrowd-
But several sharp attacks against his ing and infiltration, military police, in-
positions between Chigyong and Oro- telligence agents, and perimeter troops
ri during the morning of the 15th attempted to block civilian entry, partic-
prompted him to make his withdrawal ularly over the Hamhung-Hungnam
that afternoon.6 1  road, which carried the larger number

By the 16th the attacks against the of refugees. They were only partially
3d Division on the western and north- successful. Those civilians already in
western arcs of the perimeter, enemy Hungnam and those who managed to
patrol contact with the ROK I Corps in reach the city were screened, then
the northeast, and other ground and moved to the southeastern suburb of
air reports indicated that enemy forces Sohojin, where corps civil affairs per-
were closing in around the X Corps pe- sonnel distributed food and organized
rimeter but not in great strength. Parts them for evacuation as shipping space
of the Chinese 81st Division, 27th Army, became available.6 3

appeared to have made the attacks on On the heels of the Marine division,
the 3d Division, and a North Korean the 7th Division began to outload on
brigade apparently was moving toward 14 December, embarking first the worn
Hungnam over the coastal road from troops of the 31st Infantry, Ist Battal-
the northeast. A greater immediate ion of the 32d Infantry, and 57th Field
problem than the approach of relatively Artillery Battalion, who had been with
few enemy forces was a mass move- the marines in the reservoir area. Most
ment of civilians toward the corps of the division's service units went
perimeter. Although General Almond aboard ship on the 15th and 16th. The
had planned to evacuate government 17th Infantry and remainder of the 32d
officials, their families, and as many Infantry meanwhile relieved the ROK
others as shipping space allowed, he I Corps on the perimeter and withdrew
had not anticipated that thousands of to the first phase line. Hence, the corps
civilians would try to reach Hungnam. -6 2  perimeter on the 16th was divided into

Besides hampering evacuation oper- two nearly equal parts by the Songch'on
ations by overcrowding the port area, River, the 7th Division in position above
the large refugee movement posed a it, the 3d Division holding the sector
danger of enemy infiltration. Accord- below. Patrols and outposts deepened
ing to corps intelligence sources, the the defense as far out as the lower edge
enemy was circulating a rumor in of Hamhung.6"

6z X Corps PORs 79, 14 Dec 50, and 80, 15 Dec 50, "' X Corps Cored Rpt. Sum. Dec 50: X Corns PIR%

DokLctWC. 3d Jnanti) Dwivsion in Korea, pp. 97-100. 77, 12 Dec 50, and 78. 13 Dec 50.
62 X Corps PIRs 77-80, 12-15 Dec50; XCorpsComd 61 X Corps l'ORs 79-81, 14-16 Dec 50: X Col ps 01

Rpt, Sum, Dec 50. 31, 16 Dec 50.



172 EBB AND FLOW

After being relieved by the 7th Divi- planes had lifted out 3,600 troops, 196
sion, the ROK I Corps outloaded and vehicles, 1,300 tons of cargo, and sev-
sailed at noon on 17 December. Al- eral hundred refugees. 60

though original plans called for the The 18 December withdrawal of
South Koreans to go to Pusan, General General Soule's left flank units to the
MacArthur, apparently as a result of lower bank of the Songch'on River was
his 11 December visit to Korea, had di- a preliminary move in the 3d Division's
rected that the corps units then on the relief of the two 7th Division regiments
Hungnam perimeter be sea lifted to still on the perimeter. Soule's forces
Samch'ok. These units and those being stepped behind the Songch'on to the
carried to Pusan from Songjin were to second corps phase line on the 19th
pass to Eighth Army control upon and on the 19th and 20th spread out to
debarkation. This transfer would per- relieve the 17th and 32d Regiments.
mit General Walker to deploy the South General Almond closed his command
Korean corps immediately, and tile post in Hungnam on the 20th and
landing at Samch'ok would put much reopened it aboard Admiral Doyle's
of it close at hand for deployment Mount McKinley in the harbor, leaving
at the eastern end of line B. The land- General Soule in command of ground
ing, actually made at a small port just troops ashore.! 7

north of Sanch'ok, was completed on Enemy probing attacks, which had
20 December." slackened noticeably after the 3d and

The ROK I Corps' departure on the 7th Divisions withdrew to the first corps
17th coincided with the evacuation of phase line, picked up again on the 18th
most X Corps headqtuarters sections and became still more intense on the
and troops. Their final destination was- following dJay. Three Chinese divisions,
Kyongju, fifty miles north of Pusan, the 79th, 80th, and 81st, all from the
where they were to establish an advance 27th Army, were believed to be in the
corps command post. On the same day, nearby ground west of Hungnam, al-
operations at Yonp'o airfield closed as though only the 79th was currently
the left flank units of the 3d Division in contact. North and northeast of
prepared to withdraw to the lower bank Hungnam, a North Korean brigade
of the Songch'on River behind the field and the reconstituted North Korean 3d
the next clay. The Marine squadrons Division had been contacted, as had an-
that had used the field already had other North Korean force, presumably
withdrawn to Pusan and Itami, Japan. a regiment.W
Last to leave wa, a Fifth Air Force base None of the enemy strikes on the pe-
unit that had servied the Marine fight- rimeter did more than penetrate some

ers and General Tunner's cargo air-
craft. By the closing date Tunner's N Corps'OR 79. H Dec 50; X CotpsComd Rpm.

18 Dec 50; X Co ps 01 36, 18 Dec 50; Fun ell. The
United States Air Force in Koea. pp. 2, 1. 2,18-19; X

X Cot p(Js otid Rpt. Sun. Dec 50; Rad. CX 51019. Cot ps Cond Rpt. S m. I)c 50' Cagle anid Mall,;Oil,
CINCFE Io CG Eimthh Arniy et at.. I I Dec 50; Rad. The Sea War in Korea. I). 191
CX 5 102, CI NCFE (o DEI"IAR. 12 Dec 50; X Coi ps ", X Col ps Conid Rp. Sum. I)ec 50: X Col ps I'ORs
PORs 80-83. 15-18 Dc 50; Field. United States Naval 83-85, 18-20 )c 50:. Dolcatei, 3d nfantiy Division

Olerations. Korea. p. 295: Rad. AG IN BSF- 1305. CTF in Korea, P. 102.
? 90 to CG Eighth Army ct ;il,, 20 I)cc i0 X Corp, Pt RS 81-85, 16-20 Dec 50.
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outposts, and counterattacks rapidly corps phase line to cover the outloading
eliminated these gains. So far, all of the last corps artillery units and the
action appeared to be only an attempt first of the division's service units. On
to reconnoiter the perimeter. Several the 23d, when Soule pulled his regi-
explanations for the enemy's failure ments to the last corps phase line in
to make a larger effort were plaus- preparation for the final withdrawal
ible. The bulk of the Chinese in the from Hungnam, only a small amount
Changjin Reservoir area apparently of mortar and artillery fire struck the
were taking time-probably forced to perimeter troops. Whatever conditions
take time-to recuperate from losses so far had kept the Chinese and North
suffered in the cold weather and re- Koreans from opening a large assault
cent battles. All enemy forces undoubt- obtained even after the X Corps' pe-
edly were aware that the X Corps was rimeter strength dwindled to a single
evacuating Hungnam -nd that they division. 7 1

would be able to enter the city soon The indirect fire received on the 23d
without having to fight their way in. proved to be the last opposition offered.
The contraction of the corps perimeter By morning of the 24th the perimeter
probably forced the enemy to repeat was silent and remained so as the last
his reconnaissance. Artillery fire, naval of the 3d Division's service units out-
gunfire, and ample close air support loaded and as General Soule started his
may well have prevented the enemy rearguard action to take out his regi-
from concentrating sufficient strength ments and artillery. A battalion from
for strong attacks. Whatever the each regiment stayed on the perimeter
reasons, enemy forces had not yet while the remaining infantry and the
launched a large-scale assault.69  artillery outloaded and while the divi-

Although an additional unit, a regi- sion's 1 Oth Engineer Combat Battalion
ment of the North Korean 1st Division, and Navy underwater demolition teams
was identified near the northeastern prepared port facilities for destruction.
anchor of the corps perimeter on 20 At the same time, the last corps sup-
December, enemy attacks diminished plies, the port operating units, and as
on the 20th and 2 1st as the last troops many of the remaining refugees as
of the 7th Division embarked and sailed possible were put aboard ship. After
for Pusan. General Barr's troops com- General Almond made a final inspec-
pleted their redeployment on the 27th tion ashore, seven platoons established
and moved into an assembly around strongpoints near the beaches to pro-
Yongch'on, west of the new X Corps tect the embarkation of the remainder
headquarters at Kyongju. 70 of the covering battalions and the bulk

New but still small attacks harassed of the 10th Engineer Combat Battalion.
the 3d Division on the 22d as General In the final steps, Admiral Doyle's war-
Soule's 7th, 65th, and 15th Regiments ships laid down a wide barrage about a
from west to east stood at the second mile and a half inland as the last pla-

"I bid. 71 X Corps Coind Rpt, Sm, Dec 50; X Corps I'ORs
70 X Corps Cond Rpi. Sum. Dc( 50; X Coi ps fi'Rs 87, 22 Dec 50. and 88. 23 Dec 50; X Corps '1 Rs 87.

85. 20 Dcc 50, and 86, 21 Dec 50; X Corps I'ORs 85. 22 Dec 50. and 88, 23 Dec 51. Dolcate. 3d Infanhy
20 Dvc 50. and 86. 21 I)cc 50. Diviion in Korea, p. 102,
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REARGUARD TROOP1S OF THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION leave the Ilgnam beach,
24 December 1950.

toons of the covering force outloadecl bombs, and about 200 drums of oil and
and as the 10th Engineer Combat Bat- gasoline had not been taken out, but
tahion and Navy demiolition teamns blew "all of this [had] added to the loud-
LIP) the port before leaving the beaches ness of the final blowup of thle part of
aboard LVTs and LCMs shortly after l-lungnam ."73 A remarkable number of
1430 .72 refugees, over 86,000, had been lifted

By Christmas Eve the ships carrying out of Hungnamn since the 1 Ith. InI-
the last X Corps troops andl sup~plies clucling those evacuated fromn Wonsan
were well out of Hungnam harbor en and Songjin, the total number of civil-
route to Pusan and to Ulsan, a small ians taken out of northeastern Korea
por't thirty miles north of Pusan. They reached 98, 100. About the same num-
left behind no serviceable equipment ber had been left behind for lack of
Or Usable supplies. About 200 tons of shipping sp~ace. 7,

ammunition, a like amiount of frozen
dynaite, 500 thousand-poundaeiao7 Col Edward 11. Forney, Special After Action

Report, D~epuity Chief of Staff, X Corps. 19 Aug-IDec7X Corpjs Comd Rpt. Stum, Dec 5(1: X Corps P1 R 50,. p..
89. 2,11)(, 50I: X C;orps P1OR 89, 24 D~c( 50; lDokcter, 71X Corps (,omd Rpt. Suim. Dec 50; Field. United
3d Infuniq Divio in Kow,e p). 102. States N~avad Opewalwns. Karea. p. 304.
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FINAL DEMOLITIONS AT HUNGNAM

In retrospect, the evacuatioa of the In announcing the completion of the
X Corps from Hungnam had proved X Corps' withdrawal from Hungnam
most spectacular as a logistical exercise. in a communique on 26 December,
While the move could be considered a General MacArthur took occasion to
withdrawal from a hostile shore, nei- appraise UNC operations friom the
ther Chinese nor North Korean forces time his command had resumed its ad-
had made any serious attempts to dis- vance on 24 November and, once again,
rupt the operation or even to test the to remark on the restrictions that
shrinking perimeter that protected the had been placed on him. He blamed
outloading. Logistical rather than tacti- the incorrect assessment of Chinese
cal matters therefore had governed the strength, movements, and intentions
rate of the evacuation. Indeed, the X before the resumption on the failure
Corps' redleployment south had been a of "political intelligence ... to penetrate
matter of how rapidly Admiral Doyle's the iron curtain" and on the limitations
hip. .)Uld be loadc, d." paced on field intelligence activities, in

particular his not being allowed to con-
iX oi ps, Special Report on I Imgnam Evacuattion, duct aerial reconnaissance beyond the

9-24 )ec 50. boarders of Korea. So handicapped,



176 EBB AND FLOW

his advance, which he later termed a claimed that only by advancing could
"reconnaissance-in-force," was the he determine enemy strength, he had
"proper, indeed the sole, expedient," -not designed or designated the UNC
and "was the final test of Chinese inten- attack as a reconnaissance in I -rce. Nor
tions." In both the advance and the re- was it such. It was, rather, a general
deployment south, he concluded, "no offensive whose objective was -.e north-
command ever fought more gallantly ern border of Korea. On the other
or efficiently under unparalleled condi- hand, except that the operations of his
tions of restraint and handicap, and no command really had nothing to do with
command could have acquitted itself to "conditions of restraint and handicap,"
better advantage under prescribed mis- MacArthur was correct in his assess-
sions and delimitations involving un- ment of the quality of UNC operations.
precedented risk and jeopardy. 76 Indeed, in both advance and withdrawl

But while MacArthur earlier had pro- his forces had conducted operations in
far largest part with efficiency and with

7,, Quoted ,n MtArthui lleaings, pp. 3536-539. many demonstrations of gallantry.

L



CHAPTER IX

The Chinese Third Phase Offensive
The Opening

On the morning of 23 December before Walker's death, General MacAr-
General Walker left Seoul lby jeep) to thur had obtained the agreement of
visit units above Uijongbu. Tfenl miles the Army chief of staff that Walker's
north, isjeep started past two 2 /--toni successor, if one was needed, should be
trucks hialted on the opposite side of Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway, then
the road headed south. Almost at the serving on the Department of the Army
same moment, a Korean civilian clriv- staff as dleputy chief of staff for opera-
ing) a1 Y/i4t1 truck putlled out from be- tions and administration. General
hind the hialted vehicles to proceed Ridgway's exp~erience in World War 11
south and parxtially entered the north- as commander of an airborne division
bound lane to gret paist the parked and later ain airborne corps5 and his
trucks. Walker's driver swerved away strong leadership qualities had Mac-
fr-om the oncoming truck but wvas Lin- A:-Jiur's high respect, and his staff as-
able to avoid a collision. The impact signment in Washington, which had in-
threw Walkei's vehicle sideways and volvedl visits to the Far East, had kept
overtut inec it, and all occupants wer-e him well informed of operations in
thrown out and injured. General Korea.2
Walker was unconscious and had no On receiving word of General
discernible pullse when hie wa picked Walker's death, MacArthur telephoned
uip by escorts in a following vehicle. General Collins in Washington to r-e-
At the 24th Division clearing station p~ort the (listressing loss and to ask for
nearby, hie was lpfliot1inced dead of Ridgway. (The I Corps commander,
multiple hecad in1jur1ies. General Milburn, temporarily assumed

command of' the Eighth Armny.) Near-

R idkg Takes Command midnight of 22 December Collins noti-
fied Ridgway that hie was the new com-

In routine anticip~ation of casualties ______

2Matj. G;en. Courtney Whitnecy. MacArthur. His lRen.
______dezilaw~ With Illhoyl (,New Yoi k: Kniopf. 1956).1p.,132:

SReport o[ Inquiry I nto AccidIental D~eathi of IAt. MS. Riclgwa} . Thie Korean WAar. Issues andi Policies.
Geni. Walton 11. Walker. Eighth Army, I I jan 5 1. p). 3418; Eighth A; my Cound Rpt, Nar. IDec 50: Gen-
According to a ROK Mittistn of National IDefetse cral of' the Army I)uigl;~ Mac Arthur. Reminicences
p)ublication. Knrean War Ihsforv for One Year. I Ma ,Y (Newv York: McGraw-ill. 1965). 1). 3 83 Schnlahel.

-o,;". . . ... n -- - - !)..Im. 4 .;cu .u.), ' 4:! C -*..- : F ......................................
semnt (Iu to three years* imp~risonment. See Lnglish to 6P)EI'TAlt MacArthur Personal [or Ridgw;q. 23
rt islationi of publication in CMI If. p. B-3-17. Der 50.
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S later from Generai taeee n
Admiral joy. MacArthur's instructions
to Ridgway resemibled those given to
General Walker: hold as far north as
p)ossible and hold Seoul as long as p)os-
sible. The most to he expected of the
Eighth Army, MacArthur told Ridgway,
was an eventual tactical success that
Would clear and secure South Korea. A

- battlefield success of' any substance in
the meantime would help Washington
answer what MacArthur called the
mission vacuum," meaning the ques-

Stion raised by the Chinese intervention
0t of whether UNG forces could or should

t. say in Korea."
MacArthur did reveal a new view of

A ai poweir. A month earlier hie had
credited his air forces with a high de-
gree of effectiveness; now hie cautioned
Ridgwa y that tactical air power was

GENERAL. RIDGWAY ~ much exaggerated, that it could not
stop) the southward flow of enemy

mancler of the Eighth Army, and htii'- forces and supplies. When Ridlgway
ried preparations on the 23d pu asked near the close of' the meeting
Ridgway in the air en route to Tokyo whether MacArthur would object to a
that night.3 decision to attack, MacArthur replied,

Ridlgway reached Tokyo's Haneda "Thie Eighth Army is yours, Matt. Do
Airport shortly before midnight onl what you think hest."5 Here was another
Christmas and was met by General change. Earlier, MacArthur had played
H-ickey, MacArthIur's acting cif, of a key and direct r-Ole in planning and
staff'. En route by sedan to the Amlen- conducting tactical operations. Hie
canl Embassy guesthiouse, General would do so no longer. General

Hicky lrouht im u todat on Ridgway would make all the decisions-
Operations. The enemy offensive pv-c- regardingth no r)oyent f te
viously expected onl Christmas Day had Eighth Armi ihn eqieett
not materialized. Ridlgway mreceived ifway thmwoul Mlacyrhu iform acrov
fuller briefings thle next mlorninig, firstRmgywolawysifimMc-

inpivate f-iGeeaMartuthur in detail of' those decisions, but
fro GeeapMirhuN acArthur would never q1uestionl him.

Whitey. ha'rlhu. ~Before leaving foir Korea at noon,
Wtney. Mia~thr . IlsRendezv'ous With Illoy Ridgway radioed his formal assumption1)p12 te . Ridgway, Soldier (Newv York:

Harper. 1956), pp. 19.5-98; MS. Ridgway. T1he Ko'
rean WVar, Issues anid P'olicies. p). 3418. Note thiai stan' Ridgwaty. .Soldier, pp. 201-02; NIS, Ridgway. Tihe
dard Wa~shington tme is iouite h lits eailier thati koicean dl i, Issuae% and Poficies, pp. 3 EI.-;,
Korea time. Ibid(.
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AmBASSADOR MUCCIO (right.) WITH PRESIDENTr RIlEE

of command of the Eighth Army with Washington, at dawn the next clay, hie
instructions that his message, translated flew to Seoul, where the handful of staff
ats necessary, b~e read by all officers and officers hie found deepened his resolve
by as many enlisted men as possible. to remedy the headquarters arr-ange-
"You will have mly utmo111st," hie advised nient.7 He p~lan~ned not oniy to redis-
his nlew% command. "I shiall expect tribute his staff but also to mlove the
yotI r5 ."6b forward commnand post to a more cen-

Reaching the main Eighth Army tral location from where hie could reach
hedqaters at Taegu late onl the 26th, all corps and divisions in miinimlum

Ridgway was displeased at f inding the time.8
bul1k of his staff' so far to the rear-, a Following a staff' conference and
matter hie resolved to correct eventually. meetings with American Ambassador
His immediate step was to get to the John J. Muccio and P~resident Rhee inl
army forward command pocst. In b~attle
dress for the first time since leaving -7ltrRdwy a~ aibwudicueage

w~ide hooked to flic Y nili ;weideOtrr of'hik web equip-
Eighth At my GO 21.5. 26 Dec 50; Rail. 1150965 mciii and ai first aiid packet to the left. These items

EGG. CG Eighth Army to CG I Corps et al., 26 Dec became his trademark.
50; MIS, Ridgway. The Korean WVar, Wisses aiid Poli- Ridgway. Soldier. pp. 116. 203, 219; MS, Ridgway,
cies. pp). 353-54. The Koi can Wai , Issues and Policies. PP). 353, 390.
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Seoul, Ridgway began a four-day re- Corps sector. Next east, the Turkish
connaissance of the line B front that brigade overlooked the Han River estu-
took him to all corps and divisions ex- ary from the upper end of the Kimpo
cept the ROK Capital Division on the peninsula. Above the Han, the 25th
east coast, whose sector was quiet and Division, to which the Turks and Rang-
unthreatened by impending enemy ers were attached, straddled Route 1
action." along the lower bank of the injin River,

By evening of the 30th he was back and the ROK 1st Division defended the
at Eighth Army main in Taegu, much corps right from positions along the
disturbed by what he had learned. The Injin reaching northeast almost to
Eighth Army was clearly a dispirited Route 33 in the Wonsan-Seoul corridor.
command. "I could sense it the moment The British 29th Brigade was assem-
I came into a command post... I could bled in I Corps reserve along Route 1
read it in the faces of ... leaders, from just outside Seoul.' -2

sergeants right on up to the top. They The IX Corps lay across the Wonsan-
were unresponsive, reluctant to talk. I Seoul corridon along the 38th parallel,
had to drag information out of them. the ROK 6th Division astride Route 33
There was a complete absence of that at the left, the 24th Division across
alertness, that aggressiveness, that you Route 3 at the right. In corps reserve,
find in troops whose spirit is high."' 0 the British 27th Brigade was assembled
The attack that Ridgway had hoped near the junction of Routes 33 and 3 at
would be possible he now considered Uijongbu. The Ist Cavalry Division,
plainly out of the question. lie also also in reserve, retained the mission as-
considered it imperative to strengthen signed to it while under army control
the Eighth Army front if his forces were of blocking the Ch'unch'on-Seoul road.
to hold line B. Whether he had time Now attached to the cavalry division
enough to do so was questionable. Ad- were the Filipino battalion and the
ditional evidence of an imminent en- Greek Expeditionary Force, an infan-
emy offensive had appeared as Ridgway try battalion that had reached Korea
reconnoitered the front, and the corn- on 8 December. :

ing New Year holiday was now a logical Near the 38th parallel above Ch'un-
date on which to expect the opening ch'on, the ROK III Corps defended a
assault.' ' wide sector with the ROK 2d, 5th, and

Unit dispositions along the line had 8th Divisions on line and the ROK 7th
changed little since General Walker Division in reserve. In the narrow ROK
succeeded in manning it. (Map 15) II Corps sector next east, a single divi-
The 8213th Army Unit (Eighth Army sion, the ROK 3d, continued to block
Ranger Company) patrolled Kanghwa Route 24 running southwestward
Island at the extreme west in the I through the Hongch'on River valley.

The ROK I Corps defended a gaping

' Ridgway, Soldier. p. 20,t; MS, Ridgway,'I'he Korean
War. Issues and Policies, op. 355-57. 1.Situation Overlay, Eighth At my (;3 .ul, 27 Dec
.. Ridgway, Soldier, p. 205. 50; Eighth At my G3 jnl. 28 Dec 50.

Ibid., p, 209: Meno. Ridgway loi nue' of Staff, " ibid.. Fox, "Int '-"i" ".oprai. u )Urmg
GIIQ. 7 jan 51, copy in CMI I. Combat Operations."
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5-V~

TIlE UIJONGBU AREA

line at the Eighth Army right, with the the west, the 187th Airborne Regimen-
ROK 9th Division in the high moun- tal Combat Team, with the Thai battal-
tains at the corps left, and the ROK ion attached, was assembled at Suwon
Capital Division across the slopes and south of Seoul. Outside these forces,
coastal road at the eastern anchor of the only available unit was the ROK
the front."' l1th Division currently operating

Ridgway's main reserve for strength- against guerrillas in various locations
ening the front was the X Corps. Other to the south. The 2d Battalion of
resources present or scheduled to ar- Canada's Princess Patricia's Light
rive in Korea by the end of the year Infantry had reached Korea in mid-
were exceedingly few. The 2d Division, I)ecember but was at Miryang in the
still not fully recovered from its late southeast for eight weeks of training
November losses but now reinforced by before entering battle. Similarly, the
the Netherlands and French battalions, 16th New Zealand Field Regiment, ac-
was centrally located at Ch'ungju. In tually an artillery battalion, due to reach

Korea on the 3 1st, would require train-
ing before it moved to the front. The

- . (1v,.r,,, Fighth Army (;3 lni. 27 Dc only units en route to Korea that might
50. be able to move forward upon arrival
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were two U.S. airborne Ranger corn- whose main feature was "a big red
panies, the 2d and 4th.' 5  goose egg ... with '174,000' scrawled

Holding against the threatening en- in the middle of it," Ridgway was
emy offensive, Ridgwayjudged, rested astounded. "Here the enemy was lean-
on committing most of his reserves ing right up against us, but we did not
early and on revitalizing the spirit of know his strength, and we did not have
the Eighth Army. By the time he re- his location pinpointed.' 8 He attrib-
turned to Taegu on the 30th he had uted such imprecision directly to the
taken several steps toward achieving Eighth Army's tendency to "look over
both.' 6  its shoulder." As a result of this ten-

Restoring the Eighth Army's morale dency, the line troops had not main-
and confidence, Ridgway believed, de- tained proper contact with enemy
pended mainly on improving leader- forces or learned enough about the ter-
ship throughout his command, but it rain to their front. He promptly re-
was not his intention to start "lopping buked his subordinates for failing to
off heads." Before ie would relieve any meet these two basic combat require-
commander, he wanted personally to ments. They were to patrol until they
see more of the man in action, to know had defined the enemy's positions and
that the relief would not damage the determined the strengths of units op-
unit involved, and, indeed, to be sure posite them, and ie warned that ie
that lie had a better commander avail- "didn't want to ask any man where a
able. For the time being, he intended trail went and have him tell me ie
to correct deficiencies by working "on didn't know."' 9

and through" his current corps and di- Ridgway did receive another intelli-
vision commanders. One deficiency ie gence report that, if unacceptably
had noted was that many commanders imprecise, was more than a "goose
conducted operati-ns irom command egg" estimate of the opposition. The
posts far behind the front. To correct "174,000," Colonel Tarkenton ex-
this practice, ie ordered "division com- plained, was the estimated strength of
manders to be up with their forward the Chinese XIII Army Group. The
battalions, and ... coi ps commanders group's six armies, each with a strength
up with the regimient that was in the of 29,000, were either along the Eighth
hottest action."i Army front or in the immediate enemy

He saw further weaknesses in leader- rear area. Tarkenton believed three
ship and staff work in the intelligence North Korean corps totaling 65,800
briefings he received. Confronted dur- men also were at the front and that a
ing one of the first briefings with a map fourth was approaching it. 0

The greatest enemy strength seemed
to be massed opposite the Eighth

"' Eighth Army G3 Jnls, 27-31 Dec 50; Fox. "Intel -
Allied Co-operation Dturing Combat Operations."

'10 MS, Ridgway. The Kot can Wai, Issues and l'oli- '" Ridgway. Soldier. p. 205.

cies. p. 358. ' Inle v, Mossman, 2ari oil, and Millei with Ridg-
1L7r, Gen Ridgway to GenJ. Lawton Collins. 8Jan way. 30 Nov 56; Ridgway, Soldie,1 p. 206.

5. pry in CMI; Inierv, Mossman, CatolIl, and ., Eighth Army G2 SS Rpt, D c 50, Enemy Sita-

Millr willR 'if) NIv .idlw ¢l r I o,-- p ci,! R,,port ! ,, h, Army ' ,, , ,,,...
205-07. Ridgway, Soldier, p. 209.
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Army's west central sector, an indica- Defensive Preparations
tion that the main enemy attack would
come through the Wonsan-Seoul corri- Committing the X Coi)s
dor over Routes 33 and 3. A strong
secondary attack farther east alsotactical
seemedarobattack fther est or counter this threat from the northeast.tI seemed prnobable, either southwest over

the Ci'unchi'on-Seoul axis Or South~ on the 27th, right after hearing Ambas-
throug Ch'unch'ono as Wonuth vsador Muccio give his evaluation of' thethrough Ch'unch'on and Wonju via tactical situation, Ridgway ordered part
Route 29, in an attempt to outflank the

above Seoul. 2  of the 2d Division north from Ch'ungjuI and IX Corps by ul. into the North Koreans' projected path.
Two recent attacks by units of the Geea iclr a omv eiNorth Korean IH and V Corps opened General McClure was to move a regi-

as Ridgway reached Korea, oeed mental combat team twenty-five milesasRcga ece oespotd north to Wonju, from where it could

Tarkenton's prediction of a strong sec- n orth Korn atemt o

ondary effort in the east. Fourteen op)pose any North Korean attempt to
onryefort inheeast. h' , F oue advance south over Route 29 or west
miles northeast of Ch'unch'on, two along Route 20 and where it could pro-

mtect a vulnerable link of the central
the Hwach'on. Reservoir area hit the Pusan-Seoul rail line, which served as
ROK 8th Division at the right of the r ed a
ROK III Corps and gouged a mile- an Eighth Army supply route. :

deep salient before the South Koreans McClure was in the process of mov-

contained the attack. Out of the Inje ing the 23(1 Infantry and the French
battalion to Wonju on the 29th whenarea, twenty-five miles northeast of the North Korean attack out of Inje

Ch'unch'on, a larger force believed to carried behind the ROK 11 Corps fr-
include a division and a reinforced negi- ther north. Ridgway consequently or-
ment struck southwestward through the dered McClure to move the remainder
ROK 9th Division's flimsy position at of his division to Wonju and to send
the left of the ROK I Corps. Entering one regiment twenty-five miles north
the rear area of the narrow ROK 11 of that town to yongch'on where Route
Corps sector, tbe at'ack frce by 30 29 from Ch'unch'on and Route 24 from
December established a strong road- the northeast intersected. McClure
block on the central arterial, Route complied on tie 30th, sending tie 23d
29, almost twenty-five miles below Ien the Hsng th 23i
Ch'unch'on.Infantry toward Hongch'on to join its
especally exetperdithestwgar South Korean namesake, the 23d Regi-especially the deeper southwestward ment of the ROK 7th Division. 2 'thrtU't out of the nje area, North Before tie 23d Infantry could comn-
Korean forces conceivably could sever efe the a ntr ould com-
the Eighth Army's main lines of plete its move above Wonju, the North
coin m u n icatmon. 22

21 MS, Ridgway. The Korean War. Issues and Iol,-
cies. p. 357; Rad. GX-20178 KGOO, CG Eighth Army
to CG 2d Div, 27 De,. 50.

2_ Rads, GX 20218 KGOO and GX 20253 KGOO,
Ibil. CG Eighth Army to CC 2d Div, 28 and 29 Dec 50:

-EighthAi) G 3 j is. 27- 1D 3 ighih Arim Eig"ah A rmy ,,,, n , Dec 51,; ..gh... Arnny
G2 PIRs 167-172, 26-31 Dec 50. G3 Biiefi ng for CG, 30 Dec 50.
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Koreans reported by the ROK III mountains and coastal slopes to the
Corps to number between seven hun- east. -'

dred and twelve hundred men, blocked Since time was critical, Ridgway on
Route 29 six miles below Hongch'on. 28 December pressed General Almond
The 23d's advance became a clearing and the commander of the 2d Logistical
operation, made in concert with a bat- Command, General Garvin, to quicken
talion of the ROK 23d Regiment, which the readiness preparations of the Ist
moved south out of Hongch'on and Marine, 3d, and 7th Divisions. The
with the reserve 5th Regiment of the marines, now reattached to the X Corps,
ROK 3d Division, which dropped south and the 7th Division were fully assem-
fiom Ch'unch'on to a point west of the bled but were still refurbishing, and the
North Korean position and then struck 3d Division, last to leave Hungnam, was
eastward against it. The concerted ef- not yet three-quarters ashore. The ships
fort cleaned out most of the roadblock carrying General Soule's remaining
on the 31st. The battalion of the ROK troops were in Pusan harbor, however,
23d Regiment returned to Hongch'on and following Ridgway's 29 December
while the ROK 5th Regiment and the order that these ships be unloaded with-
leading battalion of the 23d Infantry out delay, the balance of the 3d Divi-
stayed to clear the remainder of the sion was ashore and in route to the
enemy position. The balance of the 23d division's assembly area south of Kyongju
Infantry was strung out on Route 29, a by nightfall on the 30th. -2 7

battalion at Hoengsong nine miles be- Since it was nevertheless obvious that
low the roadlock site, the remainder the X Corps as currently constituted
still in Wonju where the rest of the 2d could not move forward for some time,
Division was now assembling.2 5  Ridgway on the 29th approved plans

While installing the 2d Division in the developed by his staff for adjusting
Hongch'on-Wonju area might hold off Almond's order of battle to permit ear-
the North Koreans ( urrently advanc- lier commitment. Under these plans the
ing from the northeast, the defensive X Corps headquarters and whichever
weakness in the three South Korean of Almond's present divisions coin-
corps sectors left open the lil, 'ihood pleted its preparations first would move
of stronger, more effective enemy pene- to Wonju, where Almond would add
trations. Against this possibility, Ridgway the 2d Division and possibly one ROK
planned to reinforce this portion of the division to his command as substitutes
front, much its General Walker had dc- for the two divisions left behind. Even
cided earlier, by setting the X Corps in this arrangement would take time; the
the Ch'unch'on sector now held by the estimate for moving one of Almond's
ROK III Ccrps and by placing the bulk current divisions from its southern as-
of his South Korean forces along a
narrower, more solid fiont in the higher t 'i my 3 Jot. 28 iec 50.

Rad. CX 20219 KGOO. CG Eighth Army to C
z Eighth Army G3 jid, 31 Dec 50 Situation Over- X Corps and( C(; 2d Log Comd. 28 Dec 50; X Col ps

lay with Eighth Ai my G3 Joi, 31 Dec 50; Eighth At my 11OR 93,28 Dec 5); Pad, GX 20228, c; Eighth At my
POR 517. 31 Dec 50; Eighth Ai my (; Bi iefing For to CG X Cot ps and CG 2d Log Comd, 29 Dec 50 X
CG. 31 )ec 50 Cotps IP0R 95. 30) Dec 50.
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semlbly area to the battle zone was eight ble in the west. As soon as General
to ten clays. Once forward, the X Corps Soule finished reorganizing and re-
Was to operate with the initial mission equipping his forces hie was to move
of destroying any enemy p~enetration them into the P'yongt'ack-Ansong area
of the South Korean fr-ont above it and forty miles South of Seoul and prepare
of protecting the IX Corps' east flank .2 1 them for operations in either the I or

Ricdgway gave Almond detailed in- IX Corps sector.30

structions on the 30th. Having learned
that the 7th Division would be ready EstabliSliig the Seoul Bridgehead
ahead of the other two divisions, hie di- WierifrigteSuhKra
rected Almond to move one of its regi- sectorefocn the Sut RiKwlordeep-

mens te extcla t Chch'ntwenty ened the defense of Seoul. After con-
miles below Wonju, where Route 60 ferences with General Milburn and
and a mountain road coming from the General Coulter Onl the 27th, hie in-
east and northeast joined Route 29. srce hmt raieabigha
When Almond could get the remain- alovced Sem aloganline curingefrom
der~ of General Barr's forces Forward, tboe oh balnk of the anin wsofroul
hie was to assemble the 7th near thle 2d h ot an fteHn1eto eu
so that both divisions could be deployed through at pointjust below Uijongbu at
quickly against any enemy penetration the junction of Routes 33 and 3 to the
from thle direction of Ch'unchi'on and north and back to the H-an east of the

Ieorfromi the east toward l-oengsn city. The bridgehead would be deep
.j oron enough to keep thle Ill bridges belowand Wonju. Alnmoncd subsequently could Seufreoenm atilyfr.Th

expect to occupy a sector of the front. Soilo tre fornem woul esaler fi orTh

In te mantie, e ws todevlop covering a general withdrawal below
Route 29 southeastward froml Wonlju Seu htmgtacopn rflo
through Chiech'on, Tanyang, Yongju, the occupation of the bridgehead line. 3'I
and Anclong as the main X Corps sup)- MlunadCutrec ee

router.'dColerechwret
Ony rote.ls lyoheya iga place a division onl the bridgehead line

Oilthelas ar f ie yad 3dgDiay if the ex pectecd enemy attack forcedlplaced the 1stMaiead3 ii hrtovctthilieBpsin.
sions in armry reserve. When toll re- Rihewa tvate heir ied Bn ;oIt IsX
furbished, thle marines were full Rmove
from Masani to an east coast assembly -__

in the Yonigch'oni-Kyongjui-P'ohaniig- Rads. cGX 20295 KGOO and GX 20332 KGOO,
dong area and p~rep~are to Occupy block- CG Eightht Aim to CG; X Coips. 30 and 31 Dec 50:,

ingpoitinswherever needed to the Rad. c;X 20335 K(;OO. CO Eighth Ai my to CG; ist
ing ositonsMarine Di%, 31 Dec 50;. Eighth At my G3.Jnl. 31 Dec

north. The 3(1 Division was to reasseni- 5o.
" MS. Ridgway. '1he Komin War. Issues and Poli-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ds 1).; 01 O O c;Egt tm i tC .* 356; Ridgway, Sidi.? ppj. 207-08: Rad. (;X
28 ad.GX 021 KGOCG ighh A myf)10009 KGOO. Mt Eighth Ainiv to W(; I and IX

Eighth At my Fwd, fot Gent Ridgwvay ft omn cGet Allen, Cot ps. 28 Dec 50. Eighth Army 03.jul. 28 IDec 50.
28 Dec 50; Rad. G 1001.1 KCG, Del) CotS Eighth Most of the fot tificatioti work at the bridgeheaid line
At my Ads' to CofS Eighth Armiy Main. 29 D~e 50. was to he (lone b% South Korean labot ci s. During the

X Corps CO Niat y, 30 IDec 50: Rail. cGx 20294 tnectttng with P1tesideut Rhee on the 27th, Ridgwaiy
KGO. CG Eighth Arnty to CcG X Cot ps, 30 lDec 50, asked him Cot :30.000 uvilian lahot ers to he emiployed
Etghth Armty G3 JnI U 3 Dec -)t), Rad. O-X 20329 ii b d i i i 6 i cai iipt i s[Cdtovti ad Sef n.!.O
KGOO, CG Eighth Army to CcG X Corps,31 D 1ec 50 Rhce pt ovtded the first 10.000 by dawn oni the 28th
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Corps withdrawal from the present 72d Tank Battalion to the west foi- at-
front to his own personal order. But tachmient to the IX Corps, which might
on reconsidering the high estimate Of use it to Punish an enemy advance onl
Chinies-. strength opposite the two corps, Seoul.:"
thle tendency of some South Korean Anticipating an op~ening enemy at-
units to break under pressure, and the tack toward the capital on New Year's
demonstrated Chinese preference for- Day, Ridgway returned there on thle
night attacks, hie realized that this re- afternoon of the 3 1 St.35 According to
strict ion could create a costly delay Colonel Tarkenton's latest intelligence
should Milburn and Coulter be unable estimate, enemy forces- were fully dIe-
to contact him promptly. Hie therefore ploycd. InI the west, the North Korean
authorized the two cor ps commanders I Corps straddled Route I at the limjin
to withdraw on their own at any time with the Chinese 501/h Army concentrated
they agreed that it was necessary but just behind it; the 391 Army had spread
could not reach him. 2  out near the Imnjin between Routes I

No matter whlo gave the order, and 33; the 38t/h A rmy sat asi rid- Route
Ridlgway insisted that a withdrawal to 33 below Yonchi'on with the 40th~ Army
the bridg-ehead be more than a mere assembled to its rear; and I he 661/i Anny
move fr-om one line to another; both lay across Routes 3 and 17, its forces
corps were to attack enemny forces who pointed at 1)oth Uijonghu and
followed. The terrain could acconimio- Chi'mnch'on, with the 42deArmybakn
(late this tactic, especially in the Wonsan- It up at Kumihwa)" acin
Seoul corridor where the enemny would Farther east, the full North Korean
l)e obliged to use routes surrounded by V Corps, previously in the area now
higher ground. Ridlgway exp~ected occupied by the 661/h Army, had joilled
Milburn and Coutlter to leave strong the North Korean 11 Corp~s in the re-
forces of infantry and armor posted in gion between and below Hwach'on and
this high grou~nd as the two corp~s with- Inje. 'I his concentration, the expected
drew; these forces would strike advanc- arrival o" the North Korean III Cor/s
ing enemy units and disrupt thle followV- in the same area, and the probability
L11) bl)CfoC they themIIselves Moved back that forces fr-om the Chinese IX Army
to the bridlgehead .3 Group Would move down into the same

I~idgway e/urs loregion from Hungnam represented, in
Rid~yayRehrnsto midTarkenton's estimlation, a sufficient

InI smaller steps taken before the year force to exploit successfully the North
Was out, RidIgway attachedl the 2d1 Ranger Korean gains already registered in the
Company to the 1 st Cavalry IDivision in1 es
the west and the 4th Ranger Company

to te 7h Iiviionin he ast Sice he Eighth At my (GO 219, 30 1)(-( 50. Eighth At illto1 tI 7ivision soeini ths.Se I lie W [ll 30 :::d 31 Dec 50.
2d Dvisin wa opeatig intileW~nJ "i is not enlough I 01 a. ()liliitii)Il I to m~ove ill

area where the surrounding Mountains iC.POitse to t I iticaI %jiitlolns. thic,. ini~l%t heaii

prohibited armor, hie ordered MkcClure's p)ated(" litici V. Mossiil.in. dCari oil, and Mittel with

Im(A. Gen Ridgwaiy to (;tt Collins. 3 Ja1. c
SMS, Ridgway. The Kotean Wai . Issuc imid l'oli- inl GMlI: El 'ghth A rinv 'I R 172 31I Der 741)

3is p 09. Eighth Army P1 Rs 171. 30 Dec 50, and 172. 31
Ibid.,.. p. 365; Eighth Artily G3 Ini. 2$ Decc 50. Decc 50.
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*fhie preponderance of* enemy f'oi ces hard at the ROK 6th Division onl the
above Seoul still pointed to a main cf- IX Corps left while the 1 141hi Division,
fort aiainst thle South Korean capital 38th Atrmy, opened smaller, intermittent
over thie Uijongbu-Seoul axis. Ini icldi- assaults against the 24th Division t the
tion, enemny artillery positions sighted IX Corps right. Twvo hours later thle
from thle air disclosed at large number 661h iiArmv sent forces against the RCOK
of guns generally astride anl extension 5th D~ivision in the center of' ,he ROK
of' the I and IX Corps boundary, all III Corps sector and( near 0500 hit the
well disposed to support anl attack ROK 2(1 Division at the ROK I II Corps
throuahl the Wonsaln-Seoul corridor, left. .1
Further, acrial ob~server's had spotted In grand tactics, thle Chinese New
anl enemy buiildup of lbridlging materi- Year's offensive, or Thlirid Phase Offen-
ais near the Imjin. Prisoners confirmed sive ats thle Chinese called it, resembled
these indications. Several revealed that their pr1eViouIs eff'ort, str-ong tr-ces pAush-
a main offensive toward Seoul would ing a main attack in the west while other
open on the night of 31 December, and forces threatened envelopment in the
an officer f'rom thle 38th Army said that east. The hard jolts of thie 38th and( 391/h
thle offensive would begin with at coot'- A ries against the 1 andl IX Corps ainled
dinated attack by the 381hz, 391hi. 40th. thle main Chinese eff'ort generally south
and( 42d Annies.Y astride Route 33 toward Seoul. T1he

661h Army's attacks against the ROK I II
The 05min Enem AssultsCorps fuarther east widened thle Chinese
The penng nem Asauls ~~~avace to a front of 1Oi'ty'-five miles

Ridgway h1ad judged the signs cor- but were p)ointed mainly at Kap'yong,
rectlv. As 6e flew into Seoul and visited thirty-five miles northeast, of* Seoul and(
thle western front by jeep (luring the twelVe mlilCs West Of Ch'Unch'on. Sci-
afternoon of' the 31Ist, vanguards of the 'Lure of Kap'yong, situated ats it was onl
I11h Division, 3 91h A rmy. movedl down thie Ch'un1lch'onl-Seoul road, Could be
to thle Inijin near Korangp o-ri and the beginning of aI flanking movement
forced outp~osts of' thle ROK I st Divi- agaoiinst Seoul or thle start of' a dleeper
sion to withdraw below the river. Be- sweep to envelop the city. It also posed~
hind aI thirty-mninute artillery prepara- thle (danger of'envelopmnti to the South
tion,. forI-cs Of thle 1161hi then crossed Korean forces defending Chi'unch'on,
the Imjiin just after ftill (lark to attack for1ces whose positionls alr-eady werec
thle ROK (livisions main dlefenses. 3 9 threatened by' thle deep North Korean

From this opening at the I C:orps salient in the'Hongch 'on area. )
ri~il. tleX11.4- 011/l) comman~der Thle 381h and 391h Armies reinf'orced

broadenedl his attack eastwar'd. Around thle Main1 (Irivc (lurig thle night but
midnight units of the 116th Division and kept it massedl near the I - IX Corps
of' the 1131hi Divisioni, 381h~ Army, struck bound~ary. The 251.h Division onl the left

flank of the I Corps was not touchied.
it)Idand attarks against thle 24th Division

E 'ighth '\rn ('3 JI 1.1a 5 ot1; E' ,gIut Atmy PI It
17.1 'oitI tl ~i i ~ ,~c : "' !W~d -I X Co~rm PI R 97. 1 Jan' 51 : 1IX Cmi p; I'OR

2th D~iv (0111 Rpt. ar. De 50: IUr. Ridgu~av to 293. I Jan .1
Collins. 3 a 51:I Ridgw~q v Soldier. 1). 209. Ibd
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on tile IX Corps right, though numer- fore it could escape the trap. From this
ous, remained small and ineffective. Ei- point the edges of the V-shaped enemy
ther by a decision to single out the inte- salient driven into the right half of the
rior ROK 1st and 6th Divisions or by ROK 1st Division sector traced second-
the coincidence of their adjoining posi- ary Route 5Y northwestward to the
tions athwart Route 33, the Chinese injin through the middle of General
concentrated on wedging through the Paik's sector and traced secondary Route
South Koreans, particularly the 1st 11 northward, not far west of the I-IX
Division. 2 Corps boundary.""

The reinforced night attack of the From reports reaching Eighth Army
1161h Division against the ROK 1st Divi- headquarters through the night, Gen-
sion shoved the 12th Regiment out of eral Ridgway suspected that the Chi-
position on the division right and sent nese advance toward Seoul was fast be-
its troops streaming to the rear. Gen- coming more than the I and IX Corps
eral Paik tried to refill the vacated sec- could handle. No more than three Chi-
tor with his reserve 15th Regiment, but nese divisions so far had been identi-
that regiment and the 11 th on the divi- fled in the assault in the west, but the
sion left were hit hard and forced back Chinese, in all logic, would exploit their
to the south and west, leaving much gains in the ROK Ist Division sector
ground open to Chinese exploitation. and could commit additional divisions
The ROK 6th Division fared better, giv- with no great delay. A paucity of re-
ing little ground to the 1161h and 113th ports left Ridgway somewhat in the
Divisions, but by daylight faced a threat dark about what was happening in the
of entrapment, posed to some extent South Korean sectors farther east. Al-
by enemy groups who managed to work though American advisers, the main
into its rear area but posed most seri- sources of information on ROK Army
ously by those forces of the 1161h cut- operations, were at the principal South
ting deep through the ROK 1st Divi- Korean headquarters, breakdowns in
sion to its left.' :  communication between front line and

The deepest point of Chinese pene- headquarters seemed to be the rule
tration by daylight on 1 January had rather than the exception in ROK units.
been marked by Battery C of the U.S. Ridgway nevertheless was aware that
9th Field Artillery Battalion, which had Chinese forces had hit the ROK III
been supporting the ROK 1st Division Corps, a portent that made the I and
from positions behind the 12th Regi- IX Corps positions even less tenable. 5

ment. When the battery withdrew after By the time Ridgway started north
the 12th abandoned its position, the ar- out of Seoul near dawn on New Year's
tillery column was caught in an amlbush Day toward the sectors of the ROK 1st
about eight miles south of the hnjin and 6th Divisions, lie had few doubts
and lost four 155-mt. howitzers be- that lie would have to withdraw from

line B. His concern heightened to alarm
iirGg Army M'IR a few miles north when he met trucks_ i l'~ighth Army 03 jil. I a 1. iht r y .

~~173. I jan 51 ; 1 Colps(G3 Jnl, I jan 51 ; 1 Coi ps POR
_ ~ ~ 3.. . .! an, Mi i" C.rl;. !OR 291 . ""....... 51 : 1X' C'.,.l5

- =PIR 97. I Jan 51. , Ibid.
IIbid. 4 Ibid.: Ridgway, Soldier. 1). 2 10.
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packed with South Korean troops. No up Route 1 from Seoul toward a for-
weapons other than a few rifles were in ward assembly behind the 25th Division.
sight. He sensed immediately that the From there the British were to attack
South Koreans were running and northeast into the flank of the enemy
jumped from hisjeep to wave the trucks salient. Ridgway discouraged this move,
to a halt. But he "might as well had believing a counterattack to have any
tried to stop the flow of the Han." The chance at all would require at least a
most he could do was order straggler full American division. But such a coin-
points established where retreating mitment seemed neither wise nor feasi-
troops could be stopped and reassem- ble. The two nearest U.S. divisions were
bled.1" the 25th and 24th. The 25th, though

The episode on the road, as Ridgway still not directly involved except for hay-
discovered when he visited the I and ing received mortar and artillery fire,
IX Corps headquarters before noon, was the only unit standing before the
had not signaled the collapse of the two North Korean I Corps and the Chinese
ROK divisions. The bulk of both was 50th Army. The 24th on the opposite
still forward, and both were attempt- flank had been hit hard after daylight,
ing to erect defenses along the shoul- apparently by all three regiments of the
ders of the Chinese penetration. Gen- 1141h Division, and had backed away to
eral Paik was setting his 11 th and 15th positions two miles south. Even if one
Regiments across hills overlooking Route of these divisions were to be used,
5Y along the southwestern shoulder, a Ridgway saw no way, in view of their
small part of the 15th stood below the dispositions on the flanks, that a coun-
point of the wedge, and about half the terattack could be started in less than
12th Regiment was now loosely assem- forty-eight hours. Such an effort, he
bled some two miles below the deepest judged, would be too late since the Chi-
penetration. On the other side of the nese were not only maintaining strong
salient, Brig. Gen. Chang Do Yong, pressure but, according to early morn-
commander of the ROK 6th Division, ing air reports of heavy troop move-
was moving his reserve 2d Regiment ments down Route 33 from the direc-
into position along Route 33 to refuse tion of Ch'orwon, also were showing
his left flank. Rearward along this long clear signs of further reinforcing their
open flank, General Cotter had or- advance." 8

dered the British 27th Brigade from From additional reports reaching
Uijongbu into blocking positions near Ridgway by noon of the 1st, he now
Tokchong, eight miles north, where a knew that the ROK III Corps had been
road coming southeastward out of the under attack since early morning, that
area invested by Chinese joined Route the ROK 2d and 5th Divisions at the
33. 47 corps left and center had received the

General Milburn, Ridgway learned, attacks, and that the heaviest assaults
had started the British 29th Brigade

Eighth Army G3. i]l, I jan 51; Msg. G3 I Corp%
" Ridgway, Soldier. p. 210. to G3 IX Corps. in IX Corps G3.id. I .an 5 I 1 Cot ps
'7 Eighth Army;3 inl. I Jan 51: 1 Cons POR333. I'OR 333. I Tan 51; IX Corps 1POR 294. I Ian 51:I Jan I, IX Corps G3 Jn I Jan -I. IX Colis POR Ridgway, Memo 1or CotS (IIQ. 7 lan 51. copy in

294, 1 Jan 51. CMII.
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had hit the 5th. While these reports still the east to line C. Although having to
gave Ridgway scant information, they call a withdrawal only six days after he
made plain that the Chinese were mov- had taken command of the Eighth Arny
ing on a broad front and pointed out was disappointing and was certainly
more sharply the possibility of a flank- contrary to his original intention of at-
ing or enveloping move against Seoul. tacking or at least standing fast, he gave
From this clearer picture of the General Milburn and General Coulter
Ch'unch'on sector and the circumstances withdrawal orders at noon.' 9

lacing the I and IX Corps in the west,
Ridgway was fully convinced that the
wisest moves were to withdraw the lat- *1 E Any G3.jI. I jan 51; Rad. GX 10023
ter two corps to the Seoul bridgehead KCG. CG Eighth Army to CINCFE. 2 Jan 51: Utr.

and to pull all South Korean forces in Ridgway to Collins, 8Jan 51.

¢ -



CHAPTER X

Withdrawal From Seoul
Out of concern for thle Eighth Armny's Since falling back to the bridgehead

lack of spirit and out of conviction that and line C would endanger the for-
recovery dlepended largely on im-- warciniost army supp)ly points, Ridgway
p~rovedl leadership, General Ridgway ordered the evacuiation of' all installa-
in his noontime withdrawal orders to tions located between linies C and D,
Milburn and Coulter onl 1 January emi- including the Inchi'on port complex.
lphasized their responsibility to conduct Though Inch'on was a major installa-
strong delaying actions. In p~articuIlar, tionl, thle gr-aduial reduction of its stocks,
hie wanted themn to withdraw in clay- Under way since the Eighth Army with-
light so that they could acdd air support drew below P'yongyang, would simplify
to their attacks against enemny troops its closing..
who followed the I and IX Corps to the
Seoul bridgehead.'

Hie repeated these instructions clur- 'I o the Seoul B ridgehead
ing thle afternoon and ordered the General 'Milburn started his moves
thr'ee South Korean corps to withldraw, in midlafternoon onl the 1st, holding the
The ROK III and I Corps were to oc- ROK 1st IDivision forward as cover
cupy line C fr-om the junction of' while setting the 25th D~ivision and Brit-
the IPukhan and Han rivers eastwar'd ishi 29th Brigade in the western and
th rou gh Hon gchion to Won p'o- ri onl eastern halves of his bridgehead sector.
the coast. As a preliminary to consoli- He also withidrew the Rangers and
dating South Korean forces in a nar- Turks fr-om Kanghiwa Island and thle
rower sector in the east and to comm~lit- blunt end of the Kimipo peninsula into
ting the X Corps in the central region, positions just northwest of Kinipo air-
ROK 11 Corps headquarters was to re- field. This move extended the I Corps
lease its single division temp)orarily to arc below the 1-anl off the left flank of'
ROK Army control and leave thle front thle 25th Division but did not unJcover
to hielp With recar area security. The Icho.
X Corps, whose commnand group was
moving~ northward from Kyonigju more -- -____

slowly than anticipated, was now ex- ROKA etd. 1i.. 1ai 51-. Eighth At my G3 Brietitng Fot
I GG(:. I~ Jan51 Ratd. AG I N I I 626-B., CG; X Corps to

pected to establish a commnand pos5t at C; Eighth Army. 2.1an 51.
Chi'ungju and take control of the 2d 'Eigh;h Atm%'~Adnunt032, . jattt I:3d Log Comd
Division by evening of'the 2dl ~ n .jn .Eil-;vAim 63I 1.1at 51: 1 Cot ps~odA~t Rpt.

N ,Ia -u I- 11I'l%. n. 5n :~ 1 63m S .... . ja~n 5 1. ttic
tDr. Ridgwayv to Collins. 8.a 51ttS. Ntsg. CGc; Cot ps to CG 25th D~iv et at.. 0 1 14100.a 5)t 1I:
IRhd. c K-Gi cOO. CG; Eighth At my lo UiS 25tht Div Comnd Rpt. Nar..Jan 5I.
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The British brigade, having moved less it is clear that their relief will result
north under Milburn's previous order by [sic] the loss of equal or greater
to counterattack, needed only to march numbers." Ridgway, in any case, had
east to reach its bridgehead position, not designed the Seoul bridgehead as a
which it occupied by 180. Taking last-stop position, and he counter-
longer to make a covered withdrawal manded Milburn's instructions. 7

from line B, although without enemy Milburn had ordered the ROK 1st
contact, the 25th Division was fully de- Division to wait until daylight on the
ployed at the bridgehead by midnight 2d to withdraw. On the way back Gen-
after establishing outposts astride eral Paik was to drop off a regiment to
Route 1 some three miles above its main reinforce the British brigade at tile
position.6  bridgehead, then take his remaining

Milburn inadvertently collided with forces into defenses along the lower
Ridgway by ordering General Kean and bank of the Han directly beneath Seoul.
the British brigade commander, Briga- Through the afternoon of the 1st,
dier Thomas Brodie, to defend the Paik's forces received several heavy at-
bridgehead "at all costs." Ridgway tacks and backed off about three miles
claimed such an order as his preroga- to the southwest as the Chinese began
tive. Milburn's directive also ran some- to widen their wedge. After a lull last-
what counter to what Ridgway consid- ing almost to midnight, the Chinese
ered an important step in restoring again tested Paik's position, pushing
confidence among the rank and file, light forces south against a battalion of
that of assuring them that their safety the 15th Regiment at the point of the
was an immediate concern of their com- salient. This push proved preliminary
manders. He expected his command to to a hard attack at 0300 that sliced
fight hard, butl he also was doing through the battalion and carried the
"everything I could think of to impress Chinese two miles south before its ima-
upon the Corps and Division Coin- petus faded.8
manders that no unit was to be left to Though still engaged at daylight,
be overwhneed and destroyed; that the South Koreans had not given any
any units that are cut off will not be more ground. Paik broke contact by
abandoned, but will be fought for tin- regiment, sending each southwest to

Pongilch'on-ni on Route I where Mil-
burn had assembled trucks to carry

Biigadier Thomas Biodie. the hIigade corn- Paik's forces the remaining distance
mander, noted i his ordei o" the day that this was south. By midnight the I 1 th Regiment
the brigade's libst appearance at lie front since its
artival in Koica. "At last afterweeksof f'rustraIion we joined the British, and the remainder
have nothing between us and tile Chinese. I have no
intention that Otis Bi igade Group will eti e before
the eneny unless oi dei ed by higher authority in or-
der to confoi in with general movement. If you tic 7 Col iel Msg, CG I Corps to CG 25th Div ctial,
hin you iare to knock hell ont of him with eve ything 01 1,400.ian 51; ighth At my W; Jnl, Stum. I Jan 51;
you have got You are only to give giound on my MS, Ridgway, The Koiean Wai, Issues and Policies.
oideis." Oider of the Day, Biig 'iliomas Brodie, Coln- 1, 368.
mitnding 29 Independent Infantry Birigade Group, I 8 Cot ric Msg, CG I Cot ps to CG 25th i)iv et al.,
Jan 51, copy in I Corps (3G Jl. I Jan 5I. 01 1,100 Jan 51; Msg, CG I Cot ps to CG 29th Brit Btiig

I Corps Conid Rpt, Nar Jan 51; 1 Coips (;3jnil, I and CG Ist ROK tnf Div, 011630 Jan 51; 1 Corps
Jan 5 !; 25th Div Conid Rpt, Nar, Jan 51 . PORs 333 and 33 . I Jan Si; I L, pi G3,Jni. 2 jan 

3and 33,1a .1.IL is6 .n.21n5
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of the division was spreading out to oc- regiments manned bridgehead sectors
cupy its river position below Seoul.9  before midnight, tying in with the at-

In the IX Corps sector, General tached 7th Cavalry, which earlier had
Coulter planned to withdraw to the occupied the southeastern end of the
bridgehead in two steps: to line Wolf, a bridgehead.' 2

delaying position fifteen miles below In taking the ROK 6th Division
line B, then to the bridgehead itself an- off line B, General Chang originally
other eight miles south. He opened the planned to move cross-country to Tok-
first step at 1400 on the 1st, leaving the chong, then use Route 33 to pass be-
move below the Wolf line to be taken hind the British 27th Brigade and
when mutually agreed by the 24th and complete his move. But before the divi-
ROK 6th Division commanders. He di- sion got under way, Chinese forces
rected the 24th Division, reinforced by pushed out of the salient in the adja-
the 7th Regiment of the 1st Cavalry cent ROK 1st Division area and occu-
Division, to man the bridgehead line pied Tokchong. To avoid having to
and the ROK 6th Division and remain- fight through the town, Chang elected
dler of the 1st Cavalry Division to oc- to withdraw cross-country all the way. 13

cupy line C along the lower bank of the Unlike the 24th Division's easy de-
Han eastward fiom a point opposite parture from line B, the 2d Regiment
the right flank of the bridgehead."° covering the remainder of the ROK 6th

Left to their own devices, General from positions facing both north and
Church and General Chang planned west close by the division and corps
no stay at the Wolf line except that left boundary suffered heavy casualties
Church would leave two battalions from hard attacks by Chinese coming
there to help cover both divisions. They out of the ROK 1st Division area and
also would have cover on the vulnera- down Route 33. A prisoner taken from
ble west flank from the British 27th a group advancing along Route 33 iden-
Brigade now in position just below tififed his unit as the 118th Division,
Tokchong near the west end of line 40th Army, apparently the force sighted
Wolf.'' earlier in the day moving south from

Each division protected its own ini- Ch'orwon. '

tial withdrawal. The 24th, in a column After breaking con 4act, the 2d Regi-
of regiments with the covering forces ment, like the remainder of the divi-
falling in at the tail end, moved with- sion that had started south through the
out contact down Route 3 to Uijongbu hills before it, ran into small groups of
at the left anchor of the corps bridge- Chinese who previously had infiltrated
head position. Behind the two battal- the division's lines. For reasons that
ions left at the Wolf lint- Church's three never became entirely clear, but proba-

bly because of these encounters and the

9' Corps PORs 335 and 336, 2.jan 51; 1 Corps (;3 difficulties of moving ciross-country, the
Jnl. 2Jan 51.

lo IX Corps Conid Rpt. Nar, Jair 51, IX Corps Opn
Plan 6. 29 Dec 50; Change I to ! X Corps Opn I'lan 6, 12 IX Cot ps (;3 Msg File, Jan 5 1; 2,4th Div Coid
29 Dec 50; IX Corps Opn Dir 0, I Jan 51. Rpt, Nar. Jan 51.
,1 IX Cnrps Cored Rot Nar. Ian 51: Eighth Army '3 IX Cot ps G3 I nl, I lan 51.

G3 Jl, I Jan 51: IX Cops I'OR 294, i Jan 51; 24th ''IX Corps 3 Msg File, Jan 51; Eighth At nm PIR
- Div Cored Rpt, Nar, Jan 5I. 174, 2 Jan 51.
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division broke up into disorganized further encounter the brigade and Gei-
groups before it reached the Wolf line. eral Church's two covering battalions
By dark General Chang had lost all con- withdrew from tile Wolf line before
trol of his forces.15 midnight, the battalions rejoining their

To assist the withdrawal, Coulter regiments while the British assembled
had established an entrucking point on near the northeastern limits of Seoul as
Route 33 about three miles north of a reserve for the fully committed 24th
Seoul where Chang's forces were to be Division. 18

directed for motor lift to their line C
position. By daylight on the 3d only Vhe Outlook, 2Januay
the equivalent of four battalions had
assembled at that point. General Chang On the 2d, as the ROK 1st and 6th
used a IX Corps plane to search for his Divisions made their way back to Seoul
troops during the morning, and addi- and as the remainder of the I and IX
tional entrucking points were set up to Corps settled more solidly into their
accelerate the movement of troops as bridgehead and line C positions, the
they filtered south. About ninety truck- deepest known point of' Chinese ad-
loads were carried south of the Han vance had been marked by the previ-
through the (lay, but the head count, ous night's engagements with the Brit-
even at 0900 on 3 January, stood ish at Tokchong. Chinese forces were
at only six thousand, or about half at least within nine miles of the bridge-
the division's original strength; of head and probably nearer. In view of
these, only twenty-five hundred were the rate of advance the Chinese had
infantry." '  sustained so far, attacks could be ex-

As the disorganization of the ROK pected at the bridgehead on the 3d.
6th Division became apparent, Couher The next attacks probably would be
ordered the 1st Cavalry Division to stronger than those at line B. Four divi-
spread out into the line C sector pre- sions now had been identified in the I
viously assigned to Chang. Since and IX Corps sectors, and a fifth had
Coulter had given the 7th Cavalry to hit the ROK 5th Division in the ROK
tile 24th Division and also had taken III Corps sector. These Five, while
the bulk of the 5th Cavalry to reconsti- not a great number, represented four
tute a corps reserve after moving the armies, the 38th, 39th, 401h, and 661h.
British 27th Brigade to Tokchong, Gen- These armies could, and very likely
eral Gay had to stretch his remaining would, commit additional divisions.
forces thin to covet the two division Moreover, the 50th Army, known to be
sectors. 17  in the Kaesong area, could easily join

Meanwhile, between 1700 and 2130 the offensive by moving on Seoul via
on the 1st, the British 27th Brigade had Route 1, and the 42d Army, concen-
driven off three small Chinese groups trated near Kumhwa, could advance
at its Tokchong position. But without toward Seoul over Route 3 or south

I x Col)q (G3 Nkg Fl'e, Jan 5 1.,bid. IX Corps G3 Msg File, Jan 51: IX Corps Cored

A! .7 .. ,1  1, 9 J;m '), W Cav Div Rt. Nai. lan 51. IX Corps POR 295,1.lan 51; 24th
Coid Rpt, Nar, Jail .51. Div Cored" Rpt, Nat .jan 5 1.
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toward Kap'yong and Ch'unch'on. route from Kyongju in the far south-
The Seoul bridgehead was, at best, east were the X Corps' 92d and 96th
precarious. 19 Field Artillery Battalions. Reasoning

Further testimony on just how pre- that General Almond's artillery could
carious the position was came fiom en- best be used against the main enemy
gineers on duty at the Han bridges who effort, Ridgway had ordered the two
reported on the 2d that the river was battalions forward in the west; they
frozen solid enough to support foot were to be divided between the I and
traffic, as evidenced by Korean civil- IX Corps. He also ordered the 3d Divi-
ians leaving the Seoul area. The forces sion to move two regiments and a con-
above the city faced not only the likeli- mand group to the Ansong-P'yongt'aek
hood of strong frontal attacks and the region on 4 January and to bring its
chance of being enveloped by enemy remaining units forward as soon as it
forces to the east but also the possibility became possible to transport them. All
of being trapped by enemy forces cross- but one company of the 72d Tank
ing the ice just outside the flanks of the Battalion, previously taken friom the 2d
bridgehead. -0  Division, now had joined the IX Corps

Civilians moving in large numbers to- and been attached to the 24th Division.
ward the bridgehead from the area just The remaining company was en route
vacated as well as south out of the Seoul to Suwon to join the 187th Airborne
area posed additional dangers. Enemy Regimental Combat Team, which
forces could use the civilian movement Ridgway had alerted for counterattacks,
toward the bridgehead as cover for particularly in the Yangp'yong and
their own advance, and, to the rear, Yoju areas, two Han River crossing sites
any mass milling on the main lines of on the IX Corps right flank twenty-five
communication could seriously inter- and forty miles southeast of Seoul. 2

fere with troop and supply movements. Ridgway's instructions to Brig. Gen.
Ridgway consequently issued instruc- Frank S. Bowen,Jr.'s combat team were
tions on 2 January that refugees were a hedge against a surprise appearance
not to be permitted to pass through a of enemy forces pushing in from the
forward position and that those mov- northeast or east. Indeed, what had
ing out of the Seoul-Inch'on area were happened or was likely to happen in
to be levered away from Route 1 to the South Korean corps sectors re-
lesser roads on either side. 2

1 mained difficult for Ridgway to ascer-
By nightfall on the 2d Ridgway com- tain. From reports reaching him on the

pleted or started several other moves
to strengthen his position in the west. -'bid. Rad, (;X-I-3 KGOO, C(; Eighth Atmy to

The Thailand battalion, previously with C;s 1. IX, and X Coips, :1 Dec 50; Rad. GX-1-82

the 187th Airborne Regimental Coin- KG00, CG Eighth Army to C( 1 Corps and C(
187th Ahn RCT, I Jan 51: Rad, (X-I-101 K;OO.

bat Teai at Suwonjoined the British CG Eighth Atimy to CG IX Coips and CC 187th Abn
29th Brigade in the bridgehead. En RGr. 2 jan 51; Eighth Ainmy POR 520, 1 Jan 51

Rad, GX-1-138 K;OO, CG Eighth Atmy to CG 3d
.... .... ,..*~ ri I vl . 2 Jan 51; Eighth Army G3 Jni, 2 Jan 51:

Eighth i Aniv I)IR 17.1, 2,Jan 51. Eighth At my G3 Biiefing for (G, 3 Jan 51: Eighth
2 Fihth Arni G3 ln. 2 Ian 51. Army G3 nlI, 3 lan 51; 1 Corps Conid Rpt. Nat,

.ighth A my Conid Rpt, Nir, Jan 5 1 Jan 51.
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2dl he knew that the ROK Capital Divi- The corps lineup was to include the
sion on the east coast had reached line U.S. 2d and 7th Divisions and the ROK
C without contact, but about the most 2d, 5th, and 8th Divisions. General Al-
that could be positively said of the re- mond was to block enemy advances
maining ROK divisions was that no one from the direction of Ch'unch'on as
knew for sure where they were or what well as from the northeast and east out
condition they were in. 23  of the North Korean salient. This as-

The ROK 2d Division on the ROK signment gave Almond the immediate
III Corps' left apparently was in bad task of locating and gaining control of
shape. One regiment was reported to the three South Korean divisions, and
be ahnost completely disorganized. The he had yet to bring up the remainder
other two were believed to be cut off of the 7th Division from the south. For
about five miles north of Kap'yong by the time being, his defense would de-
661h Army forces who had moved in be- pend mainly on the U.S. 2d Division. 2 6

hind the 2d after penetrating the left With the intention of establishing po-
flank of the ROK 5th Division. Ridgway sitions below the North Korean salient,
knew nothing about the ROK 5th and Ridgway ordered the ROK III Corps
8th Divisions but had received an air to take control of the ROK 9th Division
observer's report that Ch'unch'on had and use it along with the ROK 7th
fallen during the afternoon of the 2d. Division to organize a line through the
The one ROK III Corps unit lie could steeper mountains between the X Corps
definitely locate was the reserve 7th and the ROK I Corps. But the ROK
Division, which, except for a missing 9th Division was scattered, and two
regiment, was assembling twenty miles of' its regiments were reported sur-
northwest of Wonju. -

N rounded. This situation and the ROK
The most Ridgway knew about the 7th Division's current location far to the

ROK 3d Division was that it was slowly west in the new X Corps sector posed
backing out of its ROK II Corps sector problems of movement and consolida-
and moving southwestward over Route tion not easily solved. 27

24 toward Hongch'on. According to Similarly, Ridgway directed the ROK
plans, the division would continue I Corps to take control of the ROK 3d
south until it could move laterally Division and emplace it in the moun-
below the North Korean salient and tains west of the Capital I)ivision. This,
assemble at Pyongch'ang, twenty-five though, could be done only after the
miles east of Wonju.2 5  3d Division completed its circuitous

In an attempt to stabilize the line in march from the west. In the meantime
the central region, Ridgway ordered the there would be no forces between the
X Corps to assume responsibility on 3 Capital )ivision on the east coast and
January fbr a 35-mile sector of line C the 21 )ivision in and above WonjI
centered approximately on Route 29. capable of withstanding a North Ko-

rean push south out of the Hongch'on
Eighth Army G3Jid. 2jan 5 1; Fighth At my PORs Salient.2 1

521. 522. and 523. 2.Jan 5 1.
S11)1(1.: X Cot ps Comd Rmt. Na :. at. -)I lbid.: Fig ,h .. . O1p 010)1.. 2jait 51
'";,ghth At my 3aJnl. 2Jn 51; Eighth At my l'ORs 27 Eighth A imy G3 SS Ript, jan 51.

52. 522. and 523. 2an .Ibid.
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Faced with these near-chaotic condi- 29th Brigade, opening a strong attack
tions in the east and the imminent on the Northumberland Fusiliers at the
arrival of Chinese forces at the bridge- brigade right at 0730 and then striking
head, Ridgway reminded his forces that still harder at the Royal Ulster Rifles
they would defend their positions only on the left. The Fusiliers gave ground
as long as they could do so without risk and two companies of the Rifles were
of being enveloped or trapped. The overrun, but counterattacks by infan-
danger of entrapment applied espe- try and tanks recaptured the lost posi-
cially to the I and IX Corps. Yet, while tions in midafternoon and forced the
he attached this limit to the defense of Chinese to disengage.3 '
the bridgehead, he did not intend that In the IX Corps sector, leading units
Milburn and Coulter adopt only an of the 40th and 38th Armies opened light
alert wait-and-see attitude. On the pre- jabs and small arms fire against the
vious day, through either lack of effort 24th Division about 0500. The small
or lack of opportunity, neither Milburn attacks-the largest by a company at
nor Coulter had executed the punish- the division left-hit but failed to plene-
ing attacks Ridgway had directed. I'- trate the 21st Infantry and finally died
ritated by this failure, Ridgway per- out at midmorning. In the 19th Infan-
sonnally made it clear to both corps try sector to the east of the 21st, the 2d
commanders on the 2d that these Battalion steadily lost ground to attacks
attacks would be made .21 that grew from company to regiment

in size. Counterattacks well supported
by air and artillery restored the battal-

The Evacuation of Seoul ion line early in the afternoon, but not
The Chinese first hit the Seoul without a continued contest for the

bridcgehead from the northwest along ground regained.: -

Route 1. The 50th Army sent forces By noon on the 3d the attacks on the
against the I Corps left, those in the bridgehead convinced Ridgway that a
van reaching the outpost line of' the withdrawal below Seoul had to start
25th Division just before 0300 on the soon. While the assaults themselves
3d. Forced back by the encounter, the were not overwhelming, they laid the
outpost troops passed behind the m'ain proverbial final straw on a heavy bur-
division position two hours later. Either den of other problems and disadvan-
pursuing troops of the 501h or west tages. The administrative and logistical
flank forces of the 39th Army next complexity of moving close to seventy-
opened small arms fire on the 35th Ii- five thousand troops and their equip-
fantry on the division right" ment across the Han was a prime

Other forces of' the 39th marching concern. So was the problem of clear-
south through the hills west of' Route ing the Seoul area of' ROK national,
33 meanwhile approached the British provincial, and local government offi-

cials, foreigners who included an

Eih' I hAighih A ny 
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American Embassy group, and possi- preempt the bridges, or Ridgway would
bly the city's entire populaceY. have to employ drastic measures against

A limited number of bridges would the civilians to regain the crossings for
complicate the river crossing. All per- military use.
manent bridges had been destroyed in Enemy operations east of the bridge-
past days, and none had been repaired. head also had a strong influence on
Just two engineer structures, one 50-ton Ridgway's decision. In the deep North
hybrid M4-M4A2 floating bridge and Korean salient extending south from
one 50-ton shoofly (decked railroad) Inje, the division and reinforced regi-
bridge spanned the Han directly below ment earlier estimated to be in the
Seoul behind the I Corps; just one 50- Hongch'on area were now identified as
ton M2 floating bridge, four miles east the 2d Division of the North Korean II
of Seoul, crossed the river behind the Corps and the 12th Division of the North
IX Corps. Only five floating fbotbridges Korean V Corps. According to current
were available for tht potentially large estimates, these two corps together con-
civilian exodus. The ice was solid trolled either ten or twelve divisions.
enough to support pedestrians but not Intelligence sources, moreover, contin-
vehicles. 34  ued to report the movement of the

The bridges, moreover, were vulner- North Korean III Corps, which had
able. The Chinese had not yet made three divisions, from the Wonsan-
any lasting penetration of the bridge- Hamhung region to the Inje area.3 5

head, but if stronger attacks succeeded, Apparently shaping up were a North
they could deploy artillery far enough Korean attack to seize the Wonju rail
forward to destroy the crossings. Since and road center and a concurrent at-
the Han in the Seoul area was tidal and tempt, as evidenced by strong guerrilla
threw up chunks of ice as the water operations along Route 29 as far south
level shifted, the river itself was a threat. as Tanyang forty miles below Wonju,
Although engineers were on round-the- to cut off the forces defending the
clock duty to protect the spans from ice North Korean objective. Since the ene-
damage, the periodic upheavals never- my's seizure of Wonju would prevent
theless could tear loose the supporting the Eighth Army from using the cen-
pontons at any time. Another danger tral rail line to support operations in
was the possibility that panic-stricken the Seoul area, Ridgway now consid-
civilians might surge from Seoul and ered the North Korean effort in the
overwhelm the troops guarding the east to be a well-planned maneuver
crossings. Either of two results would timed and tied to the main Chinese at-
be calamitous: civilian traffic would tack in the west."

That the X, ROK III, and ROK I
MS. Ridgwaiy, The Korean War. Issues andI loli- Corps could establish an adequate de-

ties, p. 373: Eighth Army Conid Rpt, N;r, jan 51:1 fense ill tile east remained, at best,
Corps G3 jnl. Jan 51. Generd Ridgway estimated uncertain. General Almond, with char-
Eighth Army t)oops noit (i of ie I Ian to have niin- acteristic alertness, viewed the presnce
belcd a hundred thousand, but the lecords do[ not
slpolt this high figure.

NIS. Ridgway, The Korean WVar. Issues and Poli- , .ighth Army G2 SS Rpt .jli 5 1 : X Cot ps Coind
ties. 1). 373; Eighth Army Colnd Rpt, Nar, jan 51; I Rt. Na r. Jai 51,
Corps) ( j lld. 1 ,lainll 9ii,;,I Figlt lily C nd Rill. NaI. Jan 5 .
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of North Korean forces between his D defenses. The forces in the west
three ROK divisions retiring from the therefore faced an increasing threat of
north and his 2d Division in the Wonju deep envelopment, a threat that would
area as an opportunity for a hamner- become an immediate danger if Wonju
and-anvil maneuver with the South Ko- fell since Route 20 led some fifty-five
reans pounding the enemy against Gen- miles due west from Wonju to an inter-
eral McClure's positions. But Almond section with Route 1 at Suwon. 3 9

had yet to get a grip on the hammer. Closer to Seoul, the 66th Army, possi-
There was still no definite word on the bly with help from the 42d Army,
whereabouts of the ROK 5th and 8th now had occupied Kap'yong, and at
Divisions, and the latest information on 0800 on the 3d a long column of Chi-
the ROK 2d Division indicated that two nese was sighted moving southwest of
of its regiments were still surrounded Kap'yong on the Ch'unch'on-Seoul
and that the third had been reduced to road, its head within fifteen miles of
a battalion. 7  the 1st Cavalry Division on the IX

Nor had the ROK III Corps coin- Corps' right flank. As General Ridgway
mander, Brig. Gen. Lee Hyung Keun, reasoned the possibilities, the Chinese
yet occupied any part of' his line C could veer to the east around tile caval-
sector. The ROK 7th Division was fully rymen, then strike west to cut Route
assembled but was still northwest of 10

Wonju, and the ROK 9th I)ivision was All factors considered, Ridgway con-
still engaged and much disorganized cluded that the risk to his command
north of line C. Brig. Gen. Kim Paik had reached the critical point. At ,nid-
I1, the ROK I Corps commander, had morning on the 3d he alerted his forces
had no more success in emplacing the that he probably would withdraw the
ROK 3d Division in tile mountains ad- bridgehead units later that day and that

jacent to the Capital Division's coastal when the bulk of them were south of
positiom. The 3d Division had been lo- the Hran he would pull the entire Eighth
cated in perimeter around I-ongch'on, Army from line C to line D. For the
a lon8 way from the new sector assigned move out of the bridgehead, he handed
to it. General Milburn responsibility for con-

In view of the obvious design of the trolling traffic over the Han bridges
North Korean move below Inje, the and placed Brig. Gen. Charles D. Pal-
depth of gains already registered, the mer, the artillery commander of the 1st
sizable North Korean forces that could Cavalry Division, under Milburn for
be added to the operation, and the dis- that particular duty.*"
array of Eighth Army units in the east,
Ridgway doubted that his eastern forces "Eighth Atimy Cord Rpt, Nar. .Jan 51; Eighth
could organize and hold line C. His G-3, At my G3 Jid, Sum, 3 jan 51: MS, Rtdgway, The Ko-
Colonel Dabney, believed they would a Wa, Issues and Policies, 1. 373.

hi Eighth At my G3Jtnl, 3Jan 51: NIS. Ridgway. Thehave difficulty even in establishing line Korean War. Issues and Policies, p. 373.
INiS, Ridgway. The Kot can War, Issmes and Poli-

X Cot ps Cored Rpt, Nat, Jan 51: Eighth At my cies. p. 3'i3: Rad. (X 10026 K(;OO, C; Eighth At my
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Ridgway gave the withdrawal order enemy with mininum harm to the
to Milburn and Coulter about an hour civilian population." Nothing approach-
past noon, instructing them to pull out ing "scorched earth" tactics would be
of the bridgehead as soon as they condoned.""
worked out a coordinated withdrawal. Milburn and Coulter already had

Below the Han, Milburn was to deploy prepared and regulated plans for- pull-
to protect the final evacuation of the ing out of the bridgehead, and much
Seoul airport, Kimpo airfield, and earlier, while the Eighth Army was re-
Inch'on. Coulter was to man the lower tiring to line B, Milburn had devised a
bank of the river from the eastern edge system for controlling traffic over the
of Yongdungp'o, the industrial suburb Han bridges that with one change
or Seoul, to the junction of the Han remained workable. The earlier plan
and Pukhan eighteen miles east. Both called for the I and IX Corps to cross
were to stand ready for- Ridgway s sig- the river at widely separated points,
nal to withdraw to'line D."2  Milburn using the two bridges directly

Again because of' the prevalent lack below Seoul, Coulter the single bridge
of spirit within his command, Ridgway east of the city. The two commanders
wrote out instructions on two matters now agreed that more than half of the
usually handled as routine. He specifi- IX Corps, including tl," covering force,
cally directed that no usable equipment should cross on onc ,(" the I Corps
was to be abandoned and that all sick, spans. This would facilitate Milburn's
wounded, and dead were to be evacu- task of controlling all traffic imid would
ated. Still irritated by a general lack of assist the eventual decision on remov-
tenacity among hiis principal subordi- ing the bridges.'4 5
nates, ie also explained once more that To centralize the direction of I Corps
withdrawals would be executed "with forces out of the bridgehead, Milburn
all necessary coordination, with maxi- placed the British 29th Brigade under
mum losses inflicted on the enemy and General Kean's control. Once below
with maximum delay, consistent with Seoul, the 25th Division was to occupy
the maintenance i. ,tact of all your nia- line C above Kimpo airfield between
jor units. '""3 the ROK 1st Division and the Turkish

Disturbed also atter observing that brigade while the British continued
in large part demolitions executed in south and assembled at Suwon. Kean
the past appeared to be destruction fo' was to set a regiment near Seoul's
destruction's sake, lie had announced northwestern edge to cover I Corps
on 2 January a policy that was to gov- movements through the city itself,
ern during this and any future with- coordinating the operations of' this
drawals. "The execution of' demolitions covering regiment with its IX Corps
and necessary military destruction in counterpart, the British 27th Brigade,
South Korea," lie insisted, "shall be such
as to combine maximum hu't to the 1-l t ,C Eighth Atm) to C; I Cot ps et al.. 2j.an

51. sub: Demolition 'olcy in South Koma. Ridgway
also sent at Copy of ills lettet to (he Fifth Air Force.

2 Rad. GX-1-236 K(;OO. CG Eighth Arm) to GS I Col ps O1n l)i 3,. I .ai5 5 ; IX Corps Olin Plant
ROKA et al.. 3 Jall 51. 7. I Jan 1: I Cot ps Memo. 1CoIS to ColS. 9.J1ti 5 1,
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in position at Seours northeastern out- ers to stop all civilian traffic through
skirts. Kean's covering force, the 27th their sectors, using their ownjudgment
Infantry, also was to protect the pas- in the use of gunfire. When he asked
sage of the British 27th Brigade and ROK government officials to notify
the removal of the bridges and was to Seoul citizens of these instructions, lie
be the last unit out of Seoul."' explained that the eventual stoppage

By the IX Corps' witi .drawal plan, of civilian movement would save Ko-
including the change for crossing the rean lives by preventing enemy forces
Han, the 24th Division was to peel off from using refugees, as they had in the
the bridgehead line by regiment, begin- past, to cover their own advance."8

ning at the left. The first two regiments As a result of I Corps activity over
off the line and division troops were to the previous two weeks, the sticky prob-
cross the Han bridge east of Seoul. The lern of civilian evacuation was not as
remaining two regiments and the Brit- great as it might have been. Under the
ish covering force were to use the I guidance and urging of Milburn's civil
Corps shoofly bridge. After crossing the assistance officers, most nonessential
river, the 7th Cavalry was to return to government employees and the fami-
its parent division while the 24th Divi- lies of government officials already had
sion with the British brigade attached left the city. Refugee camps holding Ko-
passed behind line C and assembled in reans who previously had come into the
corps reserve. 17  city from the north had been cleared.

All inmates of Seoul's prisons and jails,
The Civilian Exodus the staffs and patients of all but one

After giving the word to withdraw, hospital, and the small residents of most

Ridgway set 1500 on the 3d as the last orphanages also had been sent south.

moment that civilian traffic could use Likewise, all ROK currency and money

the Han bridges. Other than specific plates and tie holdings of archives,
museums, and galleries had been

exceptions he might authorize, the ap- shipemed OUa lee
proach and exit roads would be closed Still in Seoul were .e'bers of the
after that time to all but Eighth Army ROK national, provincial, and city
movements. Unsure of the civilian reac-
tion to being ordered off the main governments, United Nations Commis-

roads and bridges, he passed instruc- sion for the Unification and Rehabilita-
tions thrg senea into ruc tion of Korea, and U.S. Embassy.50 With
traffic coordinator, General Palner I Corps assistance, they had prepared

that the latter's military police first were evacuation plans. Arrangements for r-

to fire over the heads of evacuees who moving other Americans and foreign

refused to stay clear of Route I and as
a very last resort fire at them. Similarly, F" Eighth Ai my Cond Rpt. Nar.Jan 51: MS. Ridg-
Ridgway authorized corps command- way.The Koiean Wa,. issiesand Policies. pp 37,1-75:

General Charles D. Palmer. MS review comnments.
1985.
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nationals still in the city, mostly mission-
aries and members of missions and - -

consulates, were included in the U.S. - -

Embassy plan. All these people were
excepted from the ban on civilian use
of Route I below Seoul and were given
special vehicle markers to identify their
status.5

General Milburn also had deployed
his traffic control force. On the morn-
ing of the 2d, Col. C. H. Unger, I Corps
deputy chief of staff and officer in
charge of traffic control, opened the
main control point on a large sand flat
just below the two I Corps bridges.
Unger's staff included the corps G-1,
provost marshal, engineer, and a sig-
nal officer. To regulate and guide traf-
fic to the proper river crossings, mili-
tary police, ROK National Police, and
Seoul metropolitan police took station
at traffic control points within Seoul. AN AGED REFUGEE gets a lift across the
To channel civilians away from Route Han Riversouth (f Seoul, Januaiy 1951.
1 south of the Han, other police posted
themsclves in Yongdungp'o and along
Route 1 and lesser roads below the of the 3d and was largely accomplished
Seoul suburb. The corps civil affairs before the leading bridgehead forces
officer along with military and national reached the Han. Eighth Army civil af-
police stationed themselves at two areas fairs officers joined the I Corps control
in Seoul where those civilians privileged crew specifically to assist the movement
to use Route I were to be assembled, of ROK national government officials
checked, and dispatched. Finally, corps to Pusan, the new seat of government.
staff'officers went to the 25th and 24th To get these and all of the other offi-
I)ivisions to act as liaison between the cials out, Ridgway's deadline on civil-
covering forces, which would be last to ian use of bridges had to be extended
come through Seoul, and the main to 1800, but the extension created no
corl)s control point.52 l)articular problem at the crossings. 5 3

By virtue of these I Corps arrange- The one major hitch in plans occurred
ments, the civilian evacuation was well at 2000 on the 3d when Korean utility
under way by the time the overall employees, designated to stay on the
su)ervisor, General Palner, arrived at job until relieved and then taken south
the corps cont rol point on the morning

.' Ambassado, mtccio's assistant and a f'ew other
I Corps Menio. DCofS to Co)S 9 .1 n 5. sub; AmIeticcd off icil s wrt still at the U.S. Consulate

('!littleJ (.'to t ,I . t , 9Ind .! 1 ; !, 3 bDddiit (u(.din . ,, , r .. ...

_52ibid. Within the next hour.
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oil a train standing by for them, shut Davidson, assistant division commander
down operations and left on their own. of the 24th and officer in charge at the
They left Seoul without water and elec- M2 crossing, had the I Corps liaison
tric power.'" officer, who had posted himself at the

Seoul citizens afoot struggled with bridge, radio the main control point for
heavy burdens of personal belongings permission to dismantle the bridge.
over the footbridges and across the ice Hampered by pins and other bridge
until about daylight on the 4th. By 0600 parts frozen in place and by parts
engineers demolished all the foot- jammed through long and heavy use,
bridges, and at 0800 leaflets prepared troops of the 19th Engineer Group
by the I Corps were dropped from the worked five hours to disassemble the
air above the river to advise civilians structure but with only partial success.
that "further crossing of the Han River Around 0730 General Davidson or-
are prohibited. Anyone attempting to dered the remainder of the bridge
cross will be fired upon. By Command destroyed.57

of the UN Commander." The civilian Between midnight and 0900 on the
exodus soon dwindled and stopped; no 4th. General Church's remaining
firing was necessary. By that time, Seoul units-the 5th Regimental Combat
had few inhabitants. Some six hundred Team, 7th Cavalry, and British 27th
thousand, about half the population, Brigade-passed south of the Flan over
had gone south, and most of the re- the I Corps shoofly bridge. Through-
mainder had moved to nearby villages out the withdrawal neither the line
north of the Ian. 5

5 regiments nor the British covering
force were engaged. General Coulter

Vie IX Corps Withdrawal later surmised that the Chinese had de-
After receiving Ridgway's warning ployed in front of' the bridgehead to

g such an extent that they were unable to
order olthe 3d, General Coulter noti- 5

fied General Church to begin withdraw- pursue.
ing at noon. Other than this anticipa- V
tion of Ridgway's actual starting signal, Th I Corps Withdrawal
which itself caused no complication, the None of the I Corps bridgehead units
IX Corps* withdrawal from the bridge- was engaged when General Milburn or-
head resembled a well-executed train- dered them to withdraw at 1600 on the
ing exercise. 56 3d, but the leading forces of the 501h

The last truck carrying division and 391h Armies lay just outside the
troops and the 21st and 19th Regiments bridgehead line. Air observers reported
passed over the M2 bridge east of Seoul large movements of enemy troops and
at 0200 on the 4th. As the last serials equipment, including artillery, toward
began to cross, Brig. Gen. Garrison 1-I.

57 IX Cot ps (.oind Rpt. Nar..Jan 51; IX Cot i)s I'ORs
30() and 301. 3Jaii 51: 2,11 )iv Coind Rpt. Na,. jan

,I Coips Menmo, I)CoIS to ColS, 9 jan 51. mil): 51 1 Corps Memo, I)CofS to CoIS. 9. Jim 51. sub:
Corps Contiol Activities. 2-Ijan 5 : ibid.. Incl3(cen Cot ps Contiol Aclivit ic. 2-1 jan 51. Ind 5.
Palmer. MS review comiilllS. 1985. "" IX Corps Coid Rpt, Narjan 51; IX Col ps POH

Ibid.; Eighth Aily Cond Rpt. Nai. Jan 51. 301, .3 an 51. and PORs 3102 and 303. 'I.1an 51: I st
IX Lot pso d Rpt. Ni.J al I . IX oil ps POR (.i% Do. Cottd Rpm. Nat. jan 5 i . 2 it hh Di (oind RIl.

300. 3 Jan 51; 24th )iv Conod Rimt. Nat'. jan 51. Nai.Jan 51.
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A CARTLOAD OF VERY YOUNG, REFUGFES

Seoul over both1 RoLuCS I and 33. miles above the city to cover the with-
Though the 381/h and 401h Anmies drawal of* the leftmost 24th Infantry.
seemed to have bogged down before The other two battalions stradd~led
thc IX Corps, the Chinese in front of Route I five miles above Seoul to pro-
Milburn appleared to be in suitable posi- tect the passage of the 35th Infantry
tion and1 f'ormation to press and pur- and the British 29t1h Brigade. The re-
sue his bridgehead forces. 51 connaissance company furnished con-

Before opening a left-to-right with- tact b~etween battalions and Colonel
drawal. General Kean laced the 27th Michaelis' command post and with the
Infantry. reinforced by tile division re- IX Corps covering force.')
connraissance company and supported The 24th and 35th Regiments passed
by a battery of the 8th Field Artillery behind M ichael is' cove r without enemy
Baittalion, in a covering position three interference and by 0100 on the 411h
to five miles northwest of'Seoul. One were south of the H-an en route to line
battalion sat astride the rail line and a C sectors. When tile British 29th Bri-
secondary road near the Han three gade startedl lack at 1845, the prospe)ct

''Rad. C G I C~orps io C (; 25th iav ci at.. 03 1700 1 co:rps I'OR 340. jan 51: 25th D~iv Conid Rpi.
latt 51I (con fiti all1a orders): I Coips Conid Rpi. Nar,. lai 51: 27,h Iti ii Com~d Rim . Nar.*jatn 51I .27t 1'
Nat. .Dll' 5I. lot' Opt, 0 3. 2 Jan 5I.andl~ Opn 0 -1. 3 jan 51.
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-WK-

TnE LAST BRIDGE OVER Tml HAN RIVER tit Seoul is demolished, 4Ijammay 1951

was that it, too, would escape engage- unit commnanders, including those of
ment. But just before midnight a strong the 1X Corps, miet at Colonel Michaelis'
391hi Army force surrounded and at- command post around 0900 and con-
tacked the brigade rear guard, coi- sidlered sending a rescue force fromn the
p)osed of Company B and part of the 27th Infantry, Brodie would not per-
heavy weapons company of the Royal mit Michaelis to risk losing troops in an
Ulster Rifles plus a dozen tanks, and attempt to free the rear guard. Nor
blocked its withdrawal" would Brodlie himself attempt at rescue.

Neither Brigadier Brodlie nor Gen- Trhe trapped troops, hie said, would
eral Kean made any immediate attempt have to "knock it out for themselves."
to rescue the trapped British troops. Some of the rear guard dlid "knock it
When General Ridgway learned that out," but most, between two hundred
nothing had been done, hie sent orders fifty and three hundred mni and at
that every effort would be made to ex- least ten tanks, were lost.12

tricate them. But when all bridgehead
Iltitrv. Mossmatt. Cartoil, and Miller with Ridg-

(d C'rnq 11OR$:10. 3 lai 5i: 25th D~iv (,otnt Rpt. wav. 30 No% 56; 1 Cot ps Memo. )CkufS to CoIS. 9,Jan
Nar. Jan 5 1 - Brig. Gen. G. B. Barth. -TIropic Light- MI. stih: Unt~o i~onutot Auti\ities. 2-A jdai 51 1.1 d 1;
ning and Taro Leaf ini Korea." 1). 52. (opy in CM 11. Barth. "Ti opic Lightning and 'FTmo Le.- 

1
). 52:.

Fighth Army G31 folI4.t 51. Eighth Army G3 Jul. -Ijan 5 1.
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Brodie's remaining forces meanwhile 1. By 0900 the 3d Battalion, too, was
crossed the Han by 0330, and Colonel under attack, but holding.'
Michaelis started his own withdrawal. The 2d Battalion meantime com-
Michaelis first pulled his 1st Battalion pleted its move below the Hal while
to the northwestern edge of Seoul and the reconnaissance company deployed
set the rifle companies in blocking posi- as a screen along the northern and
tions at the rail line and road near the northeastern edges of Seoul to protect
Han, on Route 1, and on a secondary the last steps of the IX Corps with-
road just above Route 1. This closed drawal. Michaelis now planned to keep
the three principal entrances to the city his forces on the edge of the city until
in the I Corps sector. He next ordered the British 27th Brigade got south of
his remainiiw battalions out of their the Han. He would then send his own
Route I positions five miles above Seoul, forces out except for one rifle company,
instructing them and their supporting which would deploy above the lastartillery to assemble below the Han. bridge while the engineers removed it.6 5

Trwo companies of Chinese attacked the Perhaps because tie officer responsi-

2d Battalion while Michaelis was at- ble for liaison between the I Corps main
ranging his withdrawal, but the 2d held control point and the IX Corps cover-
off the assault while the 3d Battalion ing forces was at the IX Corps bridge
got onto Route 1, then successfully east of Seoul rather than with the Brit -
disengaged and followed the 3d into ish 27th Brigade, none of the officers
Seoul." at the control point nor Colonel Mi-

About the time the two battalions en- chaelis knew that the British unit had
tered the city, Kean instructed NMichae- completed its passage over the shoofly
lis to cover the withdrawal of the re- bridge at 0900. When he finally became
maining IX Corps units and then to aware ofthat factaround 1l00, Michae-
protect the engineers when it was time lis immediately broke contact and with-
to take out the last Han bridge. On the drew. By 1315 all of his forces, includ-
heels of this assignment, the 1st Bat- ing the company that was to have
talion's leftmost company at the rail line deployed on the north bank of the
received a hard assault from three hun- Han, were below the river. 6 6

dred to four hundred Chinese. They General Palmer meanwhile permited
were from the 39th Army, which now engineer troops to demolish the shoo-
alone was advancing on Seoul while the fly bridge and authorized the I Corps
501h Army turned south off Route I to- engineer to begin removing the balk
ward the Han northwest of the city. By from the M4-M4A2 bridge. At Palmer's
0700 lighter attacks hit the other two request, Michaelis sent Company K
blocking companies. Good air support back to the north end of the brigade
helped the left company retain its posi- while the dismantling of the last bridge
tion while Michaelis halted tile with- continued, but the company's stay was
drawal of the 3d Battalion and put it brief. After about a quarter of the deck-
on line between the rail line and Route

27th InfComnd Rit, Nai. Jan 51; 27thl Inf Opu 0
"' 27th Inf Comd Rot. Nar Jan iI 9 h f'12t l p! , r .i . . I :p ' nd 1¢"'i pt, Nai . jti .

"1. 3 Jan 5 1; 1 Corps N lclo, D orS to CofS 9Jan 51 . "+ Ibid.
sub: Corps Contiol Activities. 2-1 jan 5 1 Incl t. llbid.
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ing had been removed, Palmer ordered Within an hour of Company K's with-
the rest of the structure denmolished; drawal, air observers sighted Chinese
around 1400, after two charges, the patrols inside Seoul. A reconnaissance
bridge began to sink unspectacularly as patrol sent into the city a little later by
the water that had been kept open the ROK 1st Division observed Chinese
around it began to freeze. The men of troops raising a North Korean flag over
Company K, last to come out of Seoul, city hall in the heart of town. That
walked south over the ice immediately flourish marked Seoul's third change
afterward.67  of hands.68

. Ibid.: Mono, "I)iimiantlmng and Destruction of I lan
River Bridges at Seoul. 1-4 January 1951." copy in I Corps Cored Rpt, Na. Jan 51. Eighth Army
(MiI. PIR 176. 4 Jan 51.

.= -- -



CH-APTER XI

Withdrawal to Line D

Even as his forces wvere giving upI thi' use of the heavier gunis. Although
Seoul, General Ridgway wrote General pilots rep~orted they had sighted and
Collins in Washington that although the attacked tanks b~ehindl enemy lines, the
EighthI Army was in for some difficult Chinese had used no armor inl their
(lays, hie wvas certain of its intrinsic abil- recent. assaults. Nor had they employed
ity to perform wvell against the Chinese. air- suppor-t. 2

Also prompting his confidence was the In Ridgway's appraisal, the Eighth
manner in which the Chinese had con- Army wvas "opposed by anl elnmy whose
ducted operations since New Year's only advantage is sheer numbers, whose
Day. "The Chinese probe onl a wide armament is far inferior quantitatively
fr-ontL hie told Collins. "When they an([ qualitatively, Who has no air sup-
strike resistance their overwhelming port1 whatever, meager telecommunica-
numbers immediately flow around both tions and negligible armor." But while
flanks and join in the rear." As the Ridgway believed the Eighth Army to
North Koreans had learned when they have the strength and( means to handle
met close-knit defenses for- the f irst time the enemy, most of his commanders-
at the Pusan P~erimeter, this tactic could and so most of' his forces-did not share
be countered. his confidence. He had "found only one

The armament employed by the Chii- or two cases where a D~ivision has shown
nese had been lai gely small arms, auto- any applreciable resourcefulness in
iatic weap~ons, and[ mortars. T[hey had adapting its fighting tactics to the ter-

used some artillery in breaching line B, rain, to the enemy, and to conditions in
butl prIoblems~ inl mloving thle pieces and this theater." His dominant p~roblenm
ill suppIlyingI amun.1ition combined was "to achieve the spiritual awakening
with thle Eighth Army's counterbattery of' the latent cap~abilities of' this coli-
flire and ail' SUl)lMort had fr-ustrated fur- miand.- If he could manage this, hie wvas

certain that the Eighth Army Would

L. Ridgway to Collins.: 3jan 51, cop~y "achievI.e more, farl more, than our1 le-
Ridgp.. at i this 1mil u ged Collins to p)less for tile ple think possible-and p~erha~ps inflict
addition of hlFrrcopiistAiIl Iaip I-a bloody derea t on tile Chinese which
lion1 facilities "Such siwt1on1s las thei Chinlese nI l- even Clinma Wsill Ion g remlember. '',

of attack) col b01( e mole cff dci ily met and many Fothtiebnghrewsoe-
tholisayids mlore of (lie led l deksliokd. if. Ie had h tm engteewa 1 s
thle (apabilily of ptting (down small monissancC

gi ol p onl lidges anid hill1tops. 11(1 Could( lilid ili 2 Eighth Aimy Pt Rs 1 73-176. I -1 jan ,51I IX Corps
theml al will, We Couldt atso suply teilporalily~ iso- Coind Rrp. Nar. fall 51I
hlied units ill a lowie effi( eiii ad~ C(onlolmal wa " t m. Ridv~vavt10( olliii,. la t ')~I- I it,
tiI >llai b) ( p ld i. I laislip. I I Jan 5i, (opy inl UNII.
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caping further withdrawal. While the the Han and hold until Air Force and
last steps in evacuating Seoul were Armny supplies stocked at Suwon, tenl
being taken onl the 4th, Chinese patrols miles farther south and about. midway
were observed investigating the Kimpo between Seoul and line D, had been
p~eninsulla off the wvest flank of the I removed. Ridgway expected the sup-
Corps and werc reported to be cross- plies to be cleared withinl twenity-four
iug the Han to the right rear of the IX to thirty-six hours."
Corps. This ret.onnaissance and the Ridlgway intended that the starting
concentration of Chinese forces above hour11 Of thle intermediate move p~rovide
Seoul indicated that the enemny would time for the 3d Logistical Command to
adane beo h iywt ardily a finish evacuating lnch'on, ASCOMI

1XILISC."City, and Kimpo airfield .7 (The Seoul
It was the shambles farther east, airport already had been empticd.) Onl

however, that madec a withdrawal to line 3 January Ridlgway had notified Col.
ID mandatory. This segment of' the John G. Hill, commatnder of thle 3d
Eighith Army line remained a large- Logistical Command, to cease port. op-
hole sieve throu1.gh which an estimated erations at1 I nchl'on at noon1 thle next
seventy thousand North Koreans day.8 Trhe deadline seemed reasonable
group)ed in the Chi'unch'on-InJe-Honlg- Since thle gr-adual reductions of stocks
ch'on area, and possibly Chinese forCcs at1 the p~ort and[ airf ield areas since early
as well, could p)ush _-tacks South on the D~ecember already had b~rougrht itemis
Route 29 axis thr-ough Wonju and onl hand to modest quantities. But un1-
through the undefended mountains foreseen delays in getting some reserve
east of' Route 29. Or they, could move stocks released froml Eighthi Army staff
southwestward to envelop the I and officers, too few tankers, too little suit-
IX Corps, or both. By p~ulling back to able shipping for Such itemls as long
thle P',yongt'atek-Aisong ,-Chaniigho-won- lengths of railroad track, and anl overes-
ni sector of line D, the I and IX Corps timlate of' thle ammunition that woutld
would no longer be openi to envelop- be issued to line troops had p~rev'ented
nient from the northeast, and the X Colonel H-ill fr-om removing all stocks
Corps and the two South Korean corps5 by the dlesignated l ourY"
mlight be able to or-ganliZe a sat~isfa'ctoryV
line in thle Wonju-Wonp'o-ri sector.-' Msg (;(; Eighth A rmy to C( * I U S. Cot 1)% et ;il..

I) t1215 lan 51. (.P>) '"I IX Cot p% (:onit Rpt. Jaii 51.
Eighth A\ my (.0111( Rpt . Nar..Jait 5 1.

A,1tdaa Fromje thet.il~ atIa 'Aia ftc our mites east of
170??)~~~~~ m~t1(11Iitoti had bent dli teict ASC .\ (At imv Set vice

Commani~itd) Cay v VAme111 tati ocupat ion iotc" IIIRidgway warne~d his for-cs at-outw 19.15 ani c 1 td ori(it dmi ( (lit opmt tious In cii-
noon on the 4th to expect orders to gioeer. qia ettileI*(idtiaice. and signial stppt1)
withdraw to line D), all corp)s ab~reast. (le olatidi I Icadqtat liC S. 3( Lolgist i(al Co)inltiian~.

[it IkVClwr tII l Iilt thadI t C1 latCed (;ci l Sww~va t.The I and IX Corps in the meantimle %V1o Imatfe tile asistant dlivisionl olitiiaider of ithe

were to putll back at. 2000 to intermIledi- 2(1 Division.
ate~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~3 poiinssxtoegtmie otthoom[ d (01( Daily Opns Rpt 103. I Jan St Eighthate ositonssix o eiht ilesSout ofArlmy Cond Rpt. Na I. tDec 50: l1k. 3d1 I o,,Coitd.

Meilto. Cot I lill lot- CG Eitdiih A ;m . 1) Jan St sb
Eitghith At ii) PI R 176, *t Jan 5 1. Maj~or Itemus tDest i 05d :i i~ irl o ol tIichlii Md Log
I bid1.; tighlh Arm G3 SS Rpt. Jan 51. Co Ind(I tio Rpi . Jan 5S1.
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&i.NGE.'S'I*ON ON ROUTi: 29 SOU-T- I OF HONGC I FON durin~g w1ithdrawal in the ceni-
tral sector. 3 Januayy 195 1.

Nor would Hill get everything out. Hill received Milburn's instructions,
After receiving Ridgway's noontimec and thec last Fifth Air Force unit except
orders, General Milburnl, inl Whose sec- for Army aviation engineers had flown
tot, the port and air-field lay, inistructed fr-om Kimipo to a new base inl japan.
Hill to execute his demolitionl l)laIns as Through the afternoon these engineers
soon ats hie had removed all troops other butned the airfield buildings and thle
than demolition crews. While back ship- drums of aviation gasolii., and napalmn
tuent at I nclfon did continue through remaining at Kimpo while Eighith Artmy
the favorable afternoon fide on the 11th, etngitnetrs fronm the 82d Engineetr le-
Hill's main attention wvas diverted to troleum Distribution Company dle-
rendering thle airfield and p~ott faicili- stroyed the four- and six-inch pipelines
ties useless to Cleemy for'CeS.') b)Letee Inch'on andu Kimpo and thle

All port units schedutled to travel boostet 1)utnps and storage tanks at thle
south by roadl had gone by the time airfield.

M'Nsg. (:G t :orp~s to GG 25th D~iv el al.. 0ti1t300) "M Log Coind Emigi Miothly ActIi\ Rpt. 'Jan 51,
Jan SI: I XCoi ps 0p)1 Dir 21.04 1500.1ant S (cmiii: ins Ii*ttdI. thr Uited Sintes Air Poyce 'in Korea. ) 1259. 3d
oral oi (lids issued u-1 i 2.)jati .5i). Log Culaid~ D,.1;1% p iSR) 1-1. r!,.
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Members of the 50th Engineer Port intermediate hune northeastward to thle
Construction Company began deniol- junction of the Han and Pukhan
ishing the Inchi'on port at 1800. All rivers."1' (See Map) 16)
main facilities except one pier and a Late onl the 4th, while the I and IX
causeway to the small offshore island, Corps wvere withdrawing to positions
Wolmni-do, were destroyed. Prime tar- above Suwon, Ridgway ordered the

gets were the lock gates of the tidal withdrawal to line D to begin at noon
basin, which by compensating the Yel- onl the 5th, by which time hie now% ex-
lowv Sea's wvide tidal range had largely lpected the supplies at Suwvon to have
aiven Lnchi'on the capacity of a princi- been removed. All five corps were to
p~al port. 'rhe demolitions at Wolmi-do withdraw abreast, mneeting in the pro-
as well as the city itself'were completed cess Ridlgway's basic requirement of
by 0300 onl the 5th. Colonel Hill and maximum delay and mlaximumn punish-
his remaining troops left by water for mient of the enemny. Ridgway specific-
Pusan within the hour.' 2 ally instructed Milbturn and Coulter to

Supplies destroyed at Kimipo, include tanks in their covering forces
ASCOM City, and Inchi'on included and to counterattack the Chinese who
some 1.6 million gallons of p~etroleuim followed thle withdrawal."~
produ~cts, 9,300 tons of engineer Ridgway learned dunring thle morn1-1
materiel, and 12 rail cars loaded with ing of the 5th that the supplies at Suwon
ammunition. While timie and tide may and at the airfield south of towni could
have miade the destruction of this mnate- not lbe cleared by noon. Creating thle
ridl unavoidable, the extensive damage delay was not Only thle sheer bulk of
to P~ort facilities could not be fuilly thle materiel but also about a hundred
justified. Denying the enlemy the use of' thousand desperate refugees from the
a port was theoretically sound; onl the Seoul area who crowded the Suwon rail-
other hand, the United Nations Coin- road yards and blocked the trains. At
niand's absolute control of Korean wa- midmorning Rid gway radioied Milburn~l
ters made Inchi'on's destruIction pur- to Stand fast Until the remaining Suwon

poseless.' stocks had been shipped out, and hie

Trhe I and IX Corps left the lower notified Coulter to leave forces to pro-
bank of the Hanl while Hill's engineers rect the east flank of' the I Corps' For-
were still blowing Inchi'on, so Hill had ward position. 1ti

been obliged to put out his own~ secu- Milburn received Ridgway's instruc-
rity above thle port. These outposts were tions in time to hold thle bulk of the
not eng~aged. Neither were Miilbumn's 25th D~ivision and thle ROK 1st Divi-
forces as they mnoved to positions cell- sion at the Anyang position, and
tered onl Route I at the town or Anyang,
nor were Coulter's as they extended the 11  jISw.1an5JuS:IXoxp

Coind Rpt, Nar. jan 51; 34d Log (:ind D)aily Opus
Rpt 1041. 5jn 5I. and 105. 6jan 51.

3d1( Log Comnd Engr Monthly Acuiv Rpt. jan 51; "Rad. (;X-1-3 I : KGOO. Eighth Ai my to U9S

3(1LogCoind Daily Opuis Rpt 165. 6 jan 5I. ROKA et al.. -I jar 5I: Rad. (;X-I-3 16 KGOO. CG;
11I q. 2d Log Coutd. Memio. Col Ifill for GG Eighth Fiihh At my to CJS ROKA ei A_. -IJan 5 I.

Arniw. 9) Iao 51I. sub: Major ItIem,; ftestrovecl at the Eighth Ai my Coxixd Rpt. Nai jau 5 1: RanI. GX-1-
Port of' Inuchon: 3d L og Cound 6 GI 1ist Rpt. *Jaii A1. +14 KG )0. U(; Figx; At sun i (t) i(:urp;' aL.
Field. United States Navral LOprations. Korea, p). 3I12. jan 51.
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iTi ii POi~RTOF INC11*0N. The tidal basin is at upper right. In foregr-ound is the island of
Wofini-do.

Coulter ordlered the ROI( 6th Division front before midnight but somehow
to protect Milburn's cast flank. But missed finding the vulnerable cast flank
Coulter (lid not disp1 atch hiS inlstRuctions earlier left open b~y the IX Corps. By
Until an hour after the ROK 6th had daiylight on the 6th the patrol contact
started for line D, and General Changr in the center of General Paik's front
(lid not receive them until inidafter- dleveloped into a general engagement
noon. It took Chang another hialf hour lbetweefl an enemy battalion and the 3d1
to get his division stopped. By that Battalion, 11Ith ROK Regiment, but the
time his forces were almost due east of enemy attempt to dislodge the South
Suwon1, whereT, with Coulter's agree- Koreans eased by noonl and ended al-
ment. Chang deployed them astride together at. 1400. By then1 supplieS had
Route 17. 17 been cleared f'ron Suwon and Milburn

During the night of' the 5th an en- and Coulter could Con1tinueI south to-
emy regiment, crossed the Han and ward line D. 8

assembled east of Yongdungp'o. Pa- The two corps5 comp~leted their with-
trols from the regiment moved south (Irawals on the 7th. Since the 15th In-
through the lulls east of Route I and 1fintry anl 3d Battalion, 65th Infantry,
reconnoitered the ROK 1st D~ivision of' the 3d Division in the meantime

17 1u Coy (;3 juii Stim. 5 Jan 51; IX C.orp,; IOR " I Cmi 1)s Cood R111 :r .!!Q~p

.I .tn . J. . SI...
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KINIO AiR!IELD, 4 JANUARY 1951

had arrived from Kyongju and been Turkish brigade went into corps reserve
attached to the I Corps, Milburn was at Ch'onan, thirteen miles south of
able to keep a substantial reserve and 1'yongt'aek."'1
still organize a fairly solid twenty-mile Along a slightly longer front tipping
line D front from the west coast east- to the northeast and reaching beyond
ward through P'yongt'aek and Ansong. Changhowon-ni to the Han River
The British 29th Brigade and the Thai Coulter deployed the ROK 6th Divi-
battalion stood at the far left astride sion, British 27th Brigade, and 24th
Route I just below P'yongt'aek. The 3d Division, west to east. Hard against the
Division held a sector across the hills right corps boundary twenty miles be-
between Routes I and 17, which Gen- hind the front, the bulk of the 1st Cav-
eral Soule manned with the 15th In- airy Division was in corps reserve at
fantry. Lending depth to this central Ch'ungju on Route 13, now the IX
position, the 3d Battalion, 65th In- Corps' main supply route. To protect
fantry, and the 35th Infantry of the the route from attacks by guerrillas
25th Division were assembled not far
behind it. Above Ansong, the ROK 1st
Division lay across Route 17. The re- rniyG3J nl. 7an51: Corpsd 3 .Jni Sumt, 5,6. and

lmainder of the 25th Division and the 7.Jan 51.
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SEOU WITH DRAWAL TO IN E D
35 1 AND IX CORPS

4-7 January 1951

- f iseodL~g 24 1 - Forward Psns, 4 Jan

ROKo Ci o 7 Forward Psns, 5 Jan
ROK 19 ) cn

In ho 12 7 c or

Kynanson
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reaching Ridgway were true. Except for and the British 29th Brigade moved
the clashes between the Chinese and north as far as Osan, eight miles short
the ROI 1st Division east of An)ang of Suwon, without making contact. In
on the 6th, the I Corps had withdrawn the IX Corps sector, the 24th Division
from the south bank of the Han with- at the far right sent patrols into Ich'on
out contact, and the IX Corps had not and Yoju, both on an east-west line with
engaged enemy forces since leaving the Suwon. Both towns were empty. Shal-
Seoul bridgehead. 22 lower searches to the north by the Brit-

Attempting once more to get the ish 27th Brigade in the center of the
quality of leadership he considered corps sector also failed to reestablish
essential, Ridgway pointed out to contact. (The ROK 6th Division, at the
Milburn and Coulter that their oppo- corps left, sent out no patrols while it
nents had but two alternatives: to make absorbed twenty-three hundred sorely
a time-consuming, coordinated follow- needed replacements.) 2"'

Up, or to conduct a rapid, uncoordi- General Ridgway considered the at-
nated )Lrsuit. If the Chinese chose the tempts by patrols to regain contact at
first, the Eighth Army could at least least to be moves in the right direction.
achieve maximum delay even though What he wanted and planned to see
there might be few opportunities for next in the west was more vigorous pa-
strong counterattacks. If they elected trolling by gradually enlarged forces.
the second, the Eighth Army would This patrolling would be the main mis-
have unlimited opportunities not only sion of the larger efforts to acquire bet-
to delay but to inflict severe losses on ter combat intelligence, which in his
them. In either case, Ridgway again judgment hiad been sadly neglected and
made clear, Milburn and Coulter were which was a prime requisite for the still
to exploit every opportunity to carry larger offensive action that he intended
out the basic concept of operations that would follow. His attention meanwhile
he had repeatedly explained to them.'3 was drawn to the cast, where the with-

The immediate response was a flurry drawal to line D was still in progress
of patrolling to regain contact. Accord- and where North Korean forces, as
ing to the I Corps intelligence officer, expected, had opened an attack to seize
the 391h and 50th Armies were now ad- Wonju.' 5

vancing south of Seoul, and their van-
guards had reached the Suwon area.
An ROK 1st Division patrol moving
north over Route 17 during the after- To promote continuous defenses
noon of the 7th supported this assess- through the mountains east of Wonju,
ment when it briefly engaged a small Ridgway on the 5th had redrawn line
enemy group in Kumn),angjang-ni, D in the ROK III and I Corps sectors,
eleven miles east of Suwon. Farther replacing the original line stretching
west, patrols from the 15th Infantry

" (I Co Sl Cored Rpt. Nai. Jan 51: I Coi ps POR

351.7.Jan 51: IX cotp% IPIR 103. 7Jan 51: IX Cvips

21 Rad. GX-1-526 KGOO. G Eighth Armny 1oCG I -" MS. Ridgwd). The Korean War, Issues and Poli-
Coi ps and C; Ix Corps. 7 .an .5. cs. 1. 380
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northeastward from Wonju to Wonp'o- mountains east of Route 29 wide open
ri ol the coast with a new trace reach- to a southward enemy advance. In tile
ing almost due east of Wonju to the X Corps area, as a result, all of the 7th
coastal town of Samch'ok. (Map 17) Division and part of the 2d had occu-
This 45-degree change in alignment pied or were currently moving into po-
dropped the east coast position some sitions along the fifty-five miles of'
forty miles.2 1 Route 29 from Chech'on south to

Ridgway expected the shift south to Anclong to protect the X Corps' supply
give the two South Korean corps addi- route and to refuse tile east flank. Gen-
tional time and space in which to set a eral Barr's 17th Infantry and General
defense and to get behind some of the McClure's 9th Infantry and one battal-
North Korean guerrillas and regulars ion of his 23d Infantry were deployed
who, if the original line D were oc- in and around Chech'on. Farther south,
culied, would be in the ROK rear areas. a battalion of the 32d Infantry of the
But as of the 7th his expectation was 7th Division was assembled at Tanyang,
nowhere near realization. In the ROK and the remainder of the regiment was
I Corps sector, the ROK Capital Divi- moving up from the south to join it.
sion oil the coast was just beginning to Barr's 31st Infantry was also moving
move from the old to the new line, and north, two battalions headed for
the ROK 3d Division, while on the Yongju, below Tanyang, the other bat-
move from Hongch'on in the X Corps talion for Andong. '29

area, was only approaching the town of In the western half of' the X Corps
Yongwol at the left of the ROK III sector, General Almond had manned a
Corps sector. 2 7  twenty-mile front from Wonju south-

The ROK III Corps had no line at westward to the east flank of' the IX
all. As could best be determined, the Corps at the Han. Having gradually
ROK 9th Division was fighting its way gained control of the ROK 2d, 5th, and
south in the corps sector but was no 8th Divisions as they struggled piece-
farther than the trace of' tie old line D. meal out of the mountains north of" line
The corps' other division, the ROK 7th, D, Almond placed the 5th along the
was on the way out of the X Corps area, western third of' the fi'ont, the 8th in
but ol entering a mountain road lead- the center, and the bulk of General
ing eastward toward Yongwol fi'om McClure's 2d )ivision at Wonju. Since
Route 29 at a point eleven miles below the ROK 2d Division numbered less
Wonju. the division had run into a large than thirty-two hundred men, Almond
force of' North Koreans and was cur- assembled it, nominally in corps re-
rcntly stalled about six miles east of its serve, on Route 13just below Ch'ungju.
Route 29 departure point. -

8 As of'the 71h, tile 35th Regiment of the
The continuing lack of defense be- ROK 5th )ivision occupied the west an-

tween Wonju and the east coast left the chor of the X Corps front. East of the
35th, beyond a three-mile gap sched-

Eigllth A imyCoind Rpi Naian 51; Rad. (X-I- uled to be filled by the 5th's 27th Regi-
103 KGOO. CG Eighih Aimy-io/S ROKA, 5,an 51 ment, the 16th and 10th Reginents of
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the ROK 8th Division, then the 23d and To seize Wonju itself, the North Ko-
38th Regiments of the 2d Division, car- rean plan called for a two-division fion-
ried the front a short distance beyond tal attack by the V Corps. The Wonju
Wonju.30 attack was to be assisted by the envelop-

Prisoners taken earlier by the 2d ing effect of other V Corps attacks far-
Division-while wedging aside the re- ther west and by the II Corps advance
mainder of the North Korean force that on the east. Moving down from Hoeng-
had blocked Route 29 six miles below song during the night of the 6th, Gen-
Hongch'on and during later skirmishes eral Pang's 61h and 271h Divisions
farther south at Hoengsong-had sup- before dawn were poised just above
plied a fairly clear picture of enemy Wonju for the frontal attack. Ahead of
intentions in the east. A boundary be- these two forces, Pang's 121h Divisioli,
tween the North Korean V and II Corps previously in the Hongch'on-H-oeng-
appeared to parallel Route 29just to its song area, had crossed from the east to
east. On the east, the II Corps, com- the west side of'Route 29 and had come
manded by Lt. Gen. Choe Hyon and south to a position northwest of Wonju,
operating with the 2d, 91h, 10th, and just no th of the 10th Regiment of the
31st Divisionms, was to seep south through ROK 8th Division. On the opposite
the mountains east of Route 29, avoid- side of Route 29, General Choe's 2d
ing engagements during this move, and 9th Divisions had marched f'rom
then was to attack Wonju, Chech'on, Hongch'on to the area northeast of
Tanyang, and Taegu. Along and west Wonju, and the 10th Division, coming
of Route 29, Maj. Gen. Pang Flo San, fiom Ch'unch'on, was approaching
commander of the V Corps, was to ema- Wonju for the II Coip)S' thrust through
ploy his 6th, 7th, 12th, 27th, 28th, and the unoccupied mountains. 3 2

43d Divisions in frontal attacks to seize Wonju sits in the bottom of a bowl in
Wonju and force a general withdrawal the valley of the Wonju River. Hills
of' the X Corps. Enemy guerrillas, forming the rim of the bowl begin to
numbering between five thousand and rise about a mile from town. To de-
seventy-five hundred and currently fend the town and an airstrip at its
massed around Tanyang and along southeastern edge, General McClure
the twenty miles of Route 29 cutting had established the 23d and 38th Regi-
through a high mountain spur between ments in an inverted U atop the bowl
Tanyang and Yongjt,, were to displace rim. The 23d was deployed across
south and southeast to disrupt the Route 29 and in an arc to the west and
Eighth Army's Pusan-Andong line of* southvest, and the 38th was similarly
communication. The whole operation, aligned north, east, and southeast of,
according to the captives, was to be con- town. Bulging out as this position did

ducted in conjunction with Chinese ad- at tile northeastern corner of the X
vances in the west .3

1 Corps line, and, for the time being, the
Eighth Army line, McClure's two regi-

"VA Ibid
I Eighth Army PIR 176, hid 2. 4jan 51, PIR 177,
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ments, in the words of the Eighth Army Mokkye-dong road. By evening of the
G-3, occupied an "unenviable salient." 7th the 23d Infantry held a line four

The leading forces of the North Ko- and a half miles below Wonju, and the
rean 6th and 27th Divisions 1 Inctulred 38th Infantry was aligned in depth near
the salient before McClure's men real- the village of Mich'on, another three
ized it. About 0530 on the 7th, some miles to the south. From these positions,
four hundred enemy troops disguised McClure's only chance of' controlling
as and intermingled among civilians Wonju was by artillery fire. 5

merely walked down Route 29, by out- Almond had no intention of depend-
posts in other areas, and even through ing on artillery alone. Wonju, in his
some main positions. rheir identity was judgment, was so important and indeed
not discovered until they opened fire so rare a road junction that any force
on two battalion command posts in the controllin, it had gone far toward con-
rear. McClure's forces, once alerted, trolling central Korea. After learning
rapidly screened out the infiltrators, of the 2d Division's deep withdrawal
captured 114, and broke up several as- he ordered McClure to send at least
saults that followed against their main one infantry battalion at first light on
defenses. But almost simultaneously the 8th to clear the town and airstrip,
with these assaults, the North Korean to occupy the high ground directly
12th Division to the west attacked and south of Wonju with no fewer than four
l)LIshed the 10th Regiment of the ROK battalions, and not to withdraw from
8th Division out of position, leaving the that position unless Ahlond himself
2d Division's Wonju salient even more gave the order.3 6

unenviable. 3'- McClure gave the Wonju assignment
As the North Korean attack devel- to the 23d Infantry, instructing Colb-

oped, General McClure sought General nel Freeman to use one battalion in the
Almond's approval of a withdrawal be- attack. Lt. Col. James W. Edwards' 2d
low town. Almond, having himself fore- Battalion started for Wonju at 0930 on
seen a possible need to adjust the 2d the 8th, moving over the road in a col-
)ivision's line, agreed to a withdrawal umn of companies with Company E.
provided McCIlCre )laced his forces on leading and with four aircraft overhead
the hills edging the town on the south in close support. Around noon, as Coin-
so that they would still control the road pany E passed Hill 247 overlooking the
hub. McClure, however, assumed a lati- road from the east two and a half miles
tude of decision Almond had not really below Wonju, the leading riflemen
given him and allowed his two regi- spotted and fircd on several North
ments to make a substantial withdrawal Koreans, who quickly scattered. A half
to the southwest down the Wonju-

. X Cot p (Cored Rpt. Nat. jan 51 X Corps OI 6 1.
2 2d D)' ;3 jnl. 7 Jan 1: Eighth Army C3 Jl., 7 Jan 51: 2d I)iv Cored Rpt. Nat. Jan 51. Eighth
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mile farther, they discovered North Ko- make a two-battalion advance. For the
reans asleep in buildings. Finding them Wonju mission Freeman organized a
was like bumping a beehive. Some of task force with the 21 Battalion of the
the first to awaken gave an alarm that 23d Infantry and 21 Battalion of the
stirred a swarm of soldiers out of other 38th Infantry, placing Lt. Col. James
buildings and carried to troops located H. Skeldon, commander of the latter
in nearby heights. The 2d1 Battalion battalion, in charge. In snow that can-
killed two hundred during the melee. celed close air support, Task Force
But Colonel Edwards at the same time Skeldon started over the road toward
discovered that he was being flanked Wonju at 1000 on the 9th."
on both the east and west by what he As Skeldon's column apl)roached Hill
estimated to be a regiment and pulled 247 at noon, fire struck the task force
his battalion out of range to a position fiom that peak and heights to the west.
south of Hill 247. To the west, in the Skeldon deployed a battalion on each
meantime, the North Korean 12thDivi- side of the road and attacked, but by
sion again hit the 10th ROK Regiment late afternoon his forces bogged down
and forced it back almost on line with part way up the near slopes of the en-
the 38th Infantry at Mlich'on. Since this emy position. Colonel Freeman consid-
left tie west flank of the 231 Infantry, ered Skeldon's position unsound, espe-
above Mich'on. wide open, General Mc- cially after learning that North Korean
Clure instructed Colonel Freeman to 12th Division forces to his west again
pull the 21 Battalion all the way back to had hit the ROK 8th Division and ad-
the regimental line and emplace it on vanced deep to his left rear before the
the exposed flank.1 South Koreans contained them. But,

Convinced by reports of heavy en- under pressure to clear Wonju and oc-
emN, losses and moderate enemy resist- cupy positions just below the town, he
ance that a successful attack on Won ju held Skeldon where he was for the
could be made, General Almond or- night, reinforced him with tile bulk of
dered McClure to resume his effort to the French battalion, and planned to
clear the town and airstrip by noon on resume tile attack on the I 0th."o
the 9th. Almond directed that two bat- Frequent snowstorms on the 10th
talions with air and artillery support again eliminated close air support, and
make the renewed advance and re- the ground troops suffered also from
peated his previouLs instruction that far lower temperatures caused by a
four battalions occupy )positions just northerly wind shift. Freeman, person-
sou1lh of Wonju. ally taking charge of the attack, pushed

McClure attached two battalions of' his forces another half mile into the
the 38th Infantry to the 23d to provide 2,17 mass but met increasing opposi-
Colonel Freeman sufficient forces to tion and faced a repeated need to
hold a defensive position as well as spread forces farther west and east to

-% 21 Is Cord Rpt. Nai. Jan 51' 23d Il Cored meet North Korean counterattacks.
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Around noon he notified General Mc- Regardless of this stand at Hill 247,
Clure of the growing resistance and of General Almond was dissatisfied with
the constant danger of being out- the 2d Division's performance. Largely
flanked, and he advised against contin- as a result of the initial withdrawal so
uing tile attack. McClure agreed but far south of Wonju and what Almond
instructed Freeman to hold his position. considered to be inefficient staff work,
Freeman could adjust the disposition poor employment of weapons (espe-
of his troops, but he was to do nothing cially artillery), improper organization
that would appear to be a withdrawal. of defenses, and an exhorbitant rate of

Freeman's change to a defensive non-battle casualties (mostly from
stance was followed by hard North Ko- trench foot, frostbite, and respiratory
rean attacks that did not subside until diseases), Almond on the 13th asked
well after dark and after Freeman's General Ridgway for authority to re-
forces had inflicted, in their estimate, lieve General McClure. Ridgway was
two thousand enemy casualties. Al- not fully convinced that a relief was
though coiltrol of Hill 247 vacillated warranted. His own impression of
through the afternoon, Freeman still McClure, formed in part after a visit to
commanded a good defensive position Wonju on 2 January, was of a hard-
at the close of the engagement. "'. hitting, aggressive commander. He also

Continuing North Korean attempts considered McClure's assignment at
to shove Freeman's forces out of the Wonju to be a "hot potato" that could
247 mass on the 11th and 12th had burn a person no matter how he hall-
similar results. Reinforced by more of died it. But he felt more strongly that
the French battalion and part of the he had to back his corps commander in
Netherlands battalion and helped by this instance and gave Ahond the au-
strong air support (including a B-29 at- thority he asked for. lie pointed out to
tack on Wonju) after the sky cleared Almond, however, that one of his own
around noon on the 1 1th, Freeman's guidelines in a decision to relieve an
forces broke up the assaults and killed officer was that ie had to have a better
more than eleven hundred North man available.1'

Koreans. Two weak and failing at- Almond believed lie had a better man
tempts against Freeman's position early in the X Corps chief of staff, Maj. Gen.
on the 13th ended the V Corps'effort to Clark L. Ruffner, and on 14 January
drive south of Wonju."3  sent him to take command of' the 2d

Division. Ridgway returned General
McClure to the United States a few days
later with the official status of relieved
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East of Route 29 In passing Wonju on the east, part of
the 10th Division accidently bumped into

General Pang, the North Korean V the 2d Division. Under Choe's order to
Corps comander, dropped his push avoid engagement, the division con-
against the ROK 8th Division at the mander, Maj. Gen. Lee Ban Nan,
same time he canceled his attack south shifted his forces farther east to pre-
of Wonju. He had employed at least vent more such encounters but did not

parts of all his divisions against the sidestep far enough to avoid running
Americans and South Koreans but had almost head on into the ROK 7th Divi-
not won the advantage before casual- sion then moving eastward toward
ties and the near exhaustion of his am- Yongwol eleven miles below Wonju.
munition and other supplies eliminated General Lee disentangled the last of his
his chances of gaining an edge. His fores from this engagement on the 8th.

divisions, to begin with, had been Oil the following day Lee's leading 27thunderstrength, and his troops were by Regiment got past Chech'on but then ran
no means of the same high caliber as into strong patrols from the 7th Divi-
those that had driven to the Pusan Pe- sion operating east of Route 29 below
rimeter at the beginning of the war. the town. General Barr's forces killed
His weapons, too, were limited-mostly almost five hundred of Lee's men and
rifles, with some automatic weapons took fourteen captives, who identified
and mortars. Judging it useless to con- their division and revealed its attack ob-
tinue until he had reorganized and jectives to be Tanyang first and then
replenished, Pang on the 17th ordered Taegu.t 8

his forces, except for the 27th Division, Behind the 10th Division, the open-
to withdraw into defensive positions ing through which General Choe could
around Hoengsong. 6  infiltrate forces meanwhile had begun

Although the North Korean II Corps to narrow. On the 8th, the 10h's dis-
began operations in no better shape engagement with the ROK 7th Division
than the V Corps, General Choe had allowed the latter to complete its move
more success infiltrating through the to Yongwol, and on the following clay
mountains east of Route 29. Opening the ROK 9th Division, finally free of its
his advance concurrently with Pang's isolation to the north, came in at the
attack on Wonju, Choe sent the 2d and right of the ROK III Corps sector at
9th Divisions wide to the east out of the the upper Hanl River town of Chong-
Wonju area, then south through the Son. With General Ridgway's approval,
higher Taebaek peaks toward Yongwol. the ROK III Corps' new commander,
Farther west, his first move was to send Maj. Gen. Yu Jai Hletung, faced these
the 01h Division south through the two divisions to the northwest along the
heights bordering Route 29. 7  Han above Yongwol rather than at-

tempt to push them forward onto line
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2)INFANTRY DIVISION TROOPS sout/h of Wonju, lOJaniwiy 1951.

sion in the heights immediately north- Yongwol was now thle area thrlouigh
east of Yongwvol and dIeployed the ROK which General Choe could most easily
9th D~ivision in the vicinity of its Chiong- pass his units. Judging the movement
son assembly. To Strengthen the ROK of North Korean forces thrlough this
I II Corps. Ridlgway gave Yuz the ROK gap) to be the imajor threat to the X
3d Division, which also had assembled Corps, not the V Co)-p.s effort then in
near X'ongwol while mloving toward thle pogress at Wonju, Ridgway ordered
RON I Corps sector. Yui laced thle ad- Almond to close thle gap) and to elimi-
ditional division in reserve at Chi'uny- nate all enemy forces who had gotten
angr, thirty miles souteast of Yongwol.-o behind Route 60 between Chechi'on and

Although there were op)ening's in thle YongwoV0
line, the RON III Corps by the 10th To assist Almond, Ridgway moved
finally had a p~osition from; which to the 187th Airborne Regimnintal Coi-
opplose North Korean 11 Corp/s move- bat Team to Andlong anl attached it to
ments through, thle steep~er heights east thle x corps. To hedge anly deep
of' Route 29. A I fieen-mile gap in thle enemy p~enetration1 below thle lateral
X C;orps sector betw~een C bechi'on and Audong-Yongdok road, Rotite '18,

Ibid1(.. 9a;nd to 1. Rad. cGX-m-751 K(;OO.
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Ridgway also ordered the 1st Marine ROK 5thl Division and a regiment of'
Division to make the move for which the ROK 2(1 D~ivision covered the lat-
hie earlier had alerted it, fr-om Masan eral road leading west fr-om Tranyang
to the l'ohiang-clong.-Kyongju-Yong- to Chl'ungju1,joining hands with the 5th
ch'on area. 5 2 

0 Cavalry p)atrolling Route 13 south fr-om
Almond initially ordered the ROK Ch'Ungju thrlou~gh the Mu~tn'gyong pass.

5th Division, so f'ar not involved[ in the Almond concentrated the bulk of thle
Wonju fight, to ime east and fill the ROK 2d1 Division at the lowver end of
Chiech 'on-Yongwol gap, leaving the the Mun 'gyong pass, where it could
ROK 8th D~ivision to occup~y the 5th's hielp bottle guerrillas massed in the
old sectoi. Since the shift of the 5th mountains to the northeast around
f'romi corps left to corps right would Tanyang. Already operating against
take time, Almond instructed General these guerrillas was pait of the X Corps
Barr in the meantime to send a battal- special activities group, a small provi-
ion of Ole 17th Infantry eastward from sional force recently formied by X Corps
Chech'on to make physical contact with lieadquarturs around its special opera-
the ROK I II Corps at Yongwol and to tions, company for raids and other mis-
clear all enemy Forces between the sions behind enemy lines. The group
towns while en r'oute.5 so fiar had been Fully committed to secu-

Almond already had ordered all rity missions in thle X corps' rear area.4
corp~s units up) and clown Route 29 to D~eciding onl the 1ith that getting ad -
institute clay and night patroling to ditional troops into thle Tanyang area
clear enemy troops fr-om the bordering was more immuediatey' important thanl
mlountains. jUdlging that an expansion clearing Wonju, Almond pulled thle 2d1
of this patrolling in the rear would and ROK 8th IDiVisions out of their po-
p~rove more profitable than a linear de- sitions above Chiech'on and inlstruLcted
fense between Chiech'on and Yongwol, General Ruffner to occupy the entire
hie reassigned the bulk of* thle RON 5thl west corps5 sector', a fr-ont of' somle
Division to clear the region above twenty-two miles. onl a line extending
Yonigju at the corps right irear. Similar almost due west of* Chcch'on to the Hanl
i-ear area assignments to other units by River. T[his nm~e f'reed thle ROK 8th
14 january spread a network of pa~tiros Division, which Almond dispatched to
and blocking positions over an area Tanyang:')
fot-ty mnil es s(quare. The 7th Division General Choc, aided by thle Wild ter--
contiued to l)atr-Ol from11 Chech'1onl to- rain ar-d night mlovemnlts, seemled to
ward Yongwvol and, with thle 187th Air- stay a half ste1) ahecad of' Almond's at-
borne Regimental Combat 'eam, along tempt to blanket the corp~s area. At thle
both sides of' Route 29 fr-om ;hchl'on HI Corps lefit, the 91h Diiionl ranl into
south1 to Yon1gju. The remainder of the thle RON 7th Division near Yongwol

and into infantry-tank paitrols fr-om thle
Rad. CX- 1-637 KGOO. CC Eighuth At myioCC --

1 87th Abu RCT. 8.Jan 51: Rad. GX- 1-661 1(60. ' X Cot ps 01 64. 8 Jan 51i. nd 69. 12 Jan 5i: X
CG ighth Army to CC I st Mat inc i%, 1 . Jan 5I; Cot ps i'OR 110. Annex 1,I 1.1 Jan 51. X Corp% Cotod
Rad. (;X--860t 1(000. CG Eiith Ar-my to CG X Rpt. Nar. Ian 5I.
C orps ct al.. I I jan 5 I. '' X Cot p 01 70. IHlan.5i. 71. iHja ii. Land 1:5.

X C;orp% 01 67. 10 Jan 51I: Eighth Army CS Jol. IS ;in 51. 1.it. Almond to Ridgway. 15 Jan 51, copy
Sum. I I jan 51I 7th ivt Comnd Rpt. Nar..Jan 5 1. in CMII., X Cot ps Comd Rpt. Nat.jan 5Si.
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17th Infantry along the Chech'on- Corps became particularly noticeable
Yongwol road and got no farther south, around 22 January when X Corps pa-
but the 2d Division, staying to the west trols began to encounter only stray sol-
of Yongwol, managed to seep below the diers and irregular bands instead of or-
road and by 16 January placed its lead- ganized formations. Almond dismissed
ing troops within sight of Tanyang. the enemy corps as an effective force
Similarly, the 31st Division threaded on the 25th. "By utilizing armor and
troops through the heights bordering armored vehicles in our 'power' patrols
Route 29 as far aS Tanyang, and the where possible, and through systematic
271h Division of the North Korean V search of the mountainous recesses by
Corps, coming south behind the 31st, dismounted forces," he reported to
pushed forces as far as the Chech'on General Ridgway, "we have completely
area. Still in the lead, the 10th Division disrupted the cohesion and organiza-
meanwhile changed course after run- tion of four North Korean divisions."
ning into 7th Division patrols below These four, the 2d, 91h, 271h, and
Chech'on on 9January and by the 18th 31st, were indeed in bad shape. Gen-
reached within a few miles of its new eral Choe recalled them on the 24th,
objective, Andong. 5" instructing them to assemble above

By appearances, the daily deepening P'yongch'ang, some fifteen miles north
of the North Korean II Corps penetra- of Yongwol. Those surviving the with-
tion steadily enlarged the danger of'en- drawal, which amounted to an infiltra-
velopment of the X Corps' cast flank. tion in reverse, reached their assembly
But the heavy patrolling by Almoncds area by the end of January. By Eighth
forces kept the North Koreans moder- Army and X Corps estimates, the sur-
ately engaged, draining the groups en- Vivors of' an original four-division
countered of men and ammunition, strength near sixteen thousand num-
and the corps' artillery fire and air sup- bered, at most eighty-six hundred. ' 9

port also took a toll. The winter weather The North Korean 101h Division, too,
compounded these losses. To turn the had suffered heavy losses en route to
snow and temperatures that registered Andong. General Choe directed Gen-
as low as twenty-one degrees below zero eral Lee to withdraw to P'yongch'ang
to an advantage, Almond ordered the on the 23d and inforned him that if he
destruction of all buildings that might could notify Choe of his escape route,
shelter the North Koreans. As many other II CorpS forces would attempt to
structures as could be reached by pa- clear the way. Aware that Lee's division
trols, artillery, and air strikes were was all but encircled by X Corps forccs
demolished. According to captives, above and by the 1st Marine I)ivision
diseases besides those related to cold below, Choc advised Lee that if lie
weather also struck hard among North could not get his division out, he was to
Korean ranks.57

The progressive weakening of the II
Lt, Gen Almond to Gen Ridgway, 25 Jan 51,

X Coi ps Cored Rpu. J an 2.. X ano ps Cored Rpt, Nijn. 5 i. Eighth Ai m)
,7 Ibid.; X Corps Of 68. 12jan 51, and 72, 1,1an PIR 176. Ind 2. . Jan 51. and PIR 188, Inc 2, 16Jan

51: 2d )iv Coind Rpt, Nar. Jan 5 I. 51.

44

%7iA 4



WITHDRAWAL TO LINE D 227

stay in the X Corps r'eal- and employ The 2d Division in fact had instituted
his troops as guerrillas. 60 a programn of patrolling and in thle proc-

Lee elected to stay where hie was but ess had reoccupied Wonju. Following
made 'a less than halfhearted attempt the North Korean V Corps' withdrawal
to conduct guerrilla operations. When above Hoengsong, a battalion of thle 9th
General Smith's marines opened a sys- Infantry onl the 23d1 reentered and set
tematic screening operation in the uip a patrol base in Wonju andi onl the
P'ohiang-dlonig-Andcong-Yonigdok area next (lay began sending infantry and
onl the 18th, they found it harder to armored patrols to the west, north, and
locate Lee's forces than to fight them. northeast. At the right, the 17th Infan-
A 10thi Division officer captured some try of the 7th Division (the division was
clays later explained that General Lee now commanded by Maj. Gen. Claude B.
had fallen victim of acuite melancholia, Ferenbaugh) had purisuied the North
brooding constantly over his lpieclica- Korean II Corlps' withdrawal above
ment and directing his forces in no P'yongch'ang, sending a battalion of in-
course of action other than one of alter- ftantry and artillery far enough forward
nate hiding antI flight. After nearly to destroy the town with a heavy shell-
three weeks of combing, General Smith ing onl the 27th."
notified General Ridgway that his The patrolling north of the corps
f'orces had scattered the remnants )f' front duiring thle last week of January
the 101th Division. Inl Smnith's judgment, was largely a result of orders from Genm-
Lee's forces were not then capable of' eral Ridlgway onl thle 20th antI 23d1 call-
any kind of imajor effor't, andI the situa- ing for infantry-armior p)atrolling antI
tionl was sufficiently in hand to lpeI'iL for a diversion to priev'ent enemy move-
thle assignment of a niew% mission to the ment south of' the Yoju-Wonju line.
1st Mfarine Division."' These instructions were part of'an ex-

As contact with enemny forces cumin- p)anding reconnaissance inl force that
ishiec, G;eneral Almond meanwhile had Ridlgway had instituted in the west onl
Ieegu) to organize at solid forward line tile 15thi."1

fro m the right b~ank of thle Han oppo-
site Yoju eastward across Route 29 five
mliles below Woqjii to a p)oint five iles
above Yongwol. As of' 30 January the 25 22d Divsion as moing ono heline lali t5-, NXoi 0 18.1 85..id K 8.1.in i 1. and

2d~~~~ Divsio was movin ono il ie .1- 51-, 7th Di Op 0 -11. 28 jaii5 1:
between thle Hail anol Route 29 onl thle 2d1 Div' Opsi 0 21. 29. la 1i.

west, the ROI{ 8th Division aboVe "' 2d Div Coind Rpt., Moi. Jan .5i . 7th D~iv Goind

Chcch'~on in thle midcdle, andI the 7th Rti, Nar.a 5 1. lI~s.Nr li i ai.C-I

D~ivision above Yongwol onl the east. " 16,15 KcGOO. (CC" Eightih Ai my to CGS I, IX. anid \
(:oi-I)S. 20Jan Iil: Radl. CX-1--2270 RC00. (X Eighith
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Maj Nomi a W. f licks. t S. Alanine Operaztonts inKoiea. ii' itogd~~c 'I tivl~ h t Al illy Chief
1950-1953 (wa'sinigtn. ).C'.. 1962). vol. IV,el. Esu- ol stalf on 23 Jim 51). N Cotps Conid Rpt. Nat. Jan
Central Front. 1). 51. 5 1: Rad. X 1 74W0. CG; X Corps to CG 2(d Div, 23.jant
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Reconnaissance in Force
Between 7 and 15 January, I and IX that also could serve as anl example of

Corps reconnaissance patrols ranging the kind of reconnaissance in force hie
north of line D made little contact with wanted both General Milburn and Genl-
enemy forces. IX Corps patrols investi- eral Coulter afterwards to initiate on
gated Ich'on and Yoju several times but their own. He ordered thle I Corps to
found the towns empty. In the mnain I investigate the Suwon-Osan area onl thle
Corps attempt, the 27th Infantry came 15th with a force that included at least
out Of its reserve assembly at Ch'onan one battalion of tanks. General Milburn
to occupy outposts athwart Route 1 gen- was to punish any enemy groupmlenlt
erally along the Chinwi River eight located there with infantry, tank, and
miles north1 of P'yongt'aek and five air assaults, then was to withdraw, beay-
miles south of' Osan. In extensive ing pairt of his force in 2the objective
searches west and east of Route I and area to maintain contact.2

north of the Chinwi within three miles
of Osan, Colonel Michaelis' forces en- Theu Problem of Motivationl
countered few Chinese.'

Thie pa~trols were numerous and far- Atog ieICrsrcnasac
ranging enough to certify the absence AlhuhteICrsecnasne
of any strong enemy Force immnediately d tl nRdwyspormo
in front of tile two corps; yet civilians, buildning upc ofsit wirtin, the
agents, and air observers in the same cniun ako prtwti h
week rep~orted a steady movement of Eighth Army worked against the pros-
Chinese South from Seoul. The hleavi- lcts Of launching larger attacks. Some
est enemy concentrations aperdto indications of recovery and Ridlgway's

Il formin alonglRou ea ewee confidence in the Eighth Army's inher-

Suwon and Osan and around thejun1c- ent ab~ility notwithstanding, his forces
tio ofRoues 3 ad 1 atKyoganniand staff, inl the main, were still not

sixteen miles northeast Of SuwVon. Gen- of fensive-miinded ."

eral Ridgway considered the nearer
Suwvon-Osan concentration to be a Suit-

able arge for n infanty-armr stike Eighth At m% Cottol Rpt. Nmat 51 S. Eighth At t'
abletaret or n ifanry-rmo stike (;3.1111 . Sun). 13 and( 1-1 Jan 5i: Rd. (GX- i-i066i

KGOO. CG; Eighth Army to (XG I Corps and~ C,(; IX
C:orps. Ij.tti 51. Raci. 6~-1i-1i081 i R . CG Eighth

1:ighWth At ttn Cotad Rpt . Nat. bant 5i: 1 Cot ps At tmy to C.(; ICot ps, 1i - t Ja i 5 I: Corps~ G 3 ]n 1
(iomd Rpt. Nw at 51t : i IX Cotrps Cotud Rpt. Nat. Sum 1. 1*Jn i
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In his constant attempt to reshape own f'reedom, for our own survival, in an
the mood of the Eighth Army, Ridgway honorable, independent national existence.
during the first days of January insti- The sacrifices we have made, and those
tuted a morale survey in which his we shall yet support, are not offered vican-
troops repeatedly raised two questions: ously for others, but in our own direct
"Why are we here?" and "What are we defense.
fighting for?" These questions clearly In the final analysis, the issue now joined
reflected the lack of motivation, and right here in Korea is whether communisM
both, in Ridgway's judgment, required or individual f'reedom shall prevail.
and deserved well-reasoned replies." Ridgway published these replies and

His answer to the first question was distributed them throughout the com-
brief and point-blank: "We are here be- mand in January. Whether they would
cause of the decisions of the properly help to improve the attitude of the
constituted atithorities of our respec- Eighth Army depended, he believed,
tive governments .... The answer is sire- on whether their sincerity was recog-
ple because further comment is un- nized. In any case, the disciplinary tone
necessary. It is concltsive because the of the first reply was unmistakable. and
loyalty we give, and expect, precludes the second was an eloquent statement
the slightest questioning of these orders." of the ,var's 'incipal isste as Ridgway

He considered the second Itiestion believed his command should under-
to have greater significance, and lie an- stand it.
sweredi at length:

To ie the issues are clear. It is not a
question of this or that Korean towll i' Allies Prom North Korea
village. Real estate is here incidental. It is
not restricted to the issue of freedom f'or A striking local example of the issue
our South Korean allies ... thoulgh that its Ridgway summarized it was at the
freedom is a svmbol of' the wider issues, time being set on a string of islands
and included amnong them. huagging enemy-held H wanghae Prov-

lhe i cal issues are whether the power of ince on the west coast. Giving up every-
Western civilization ... shall defy and de- thing bUt individual freedom, literally
feat Communism; whether the rule of men thousands of anti-Communist North
who shoot their prisoners, enslave their
citizens, and deride the dignity of man, shall Koreans were taking reftige on the
displace the rule of those to whom the indi- islands, mainly Ch'o-do and Paeng-
vidual and his individual rights are sa(red; nyong-do, the two largest. Most came
whether we are to sur ive with God's hand from western Hwanghae, the region
to gude and lead Us, oir to perish in the between and west of Chinnamp'o in the
(lad existence of' a Godless world. north and Haeju in the south, where

If these be true, and to me they are. an anti-Communist unlder'ground cx-he)yond ally possibility of chiallenre, then
/ ay ossbiityof chllng, I isted even bef'ore the war. Somle tinder-tls has long since ceased to be a light for

f'eedoin for our Korean allies alone andl ground members hi'd attacked retreat-
for their national survival. It has bccome, ing North Korean troops in October
and it continues to be, a fight foi' o1'1 1950 when the Eighth Army moved

l Eighth At my Conid Rpt Nu Jan 5 1. MS. Ridgwa. -' MS. Ridgway. The Korean \Vai . Ismuieand PIoi-
The Koican W l l ssucSand Policies. p.369. (Its. pp. 3701-71.
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above the 38th parallel, and after UNC parisans were to be organized, equipped,
forces occupied the region a number and trained for guerrilla warfare and
of anti-Communists had joined UNC intelligence missions behind enemy
security units formed to maintain civil lines oil the mainland.
order. Others had openly professed Regardless of what the partisans might
their convictions and thus exposed them- awcomplish on the mainland, their oc-
selves to retaliation when enemy forces cupation of the offshore islands would
reentered the province on the heels of make the Eighth Army's west flank
tile Eighth Army's withdrawal.' more secure. Their alliance with the

The former UNC security groups re- Eighth Army also would be an ideologi-
inforced by volunteers engaged North cal and psychological thorn in the
Korean troops sent to reoccupy west- enemy's side. The partisans themselves,
ern Hwanghae in December. ROK Navy now without status as citizens of either
ships of Task Force 95 in the Yellow North or South Korea, faced, , uncer-
Sea, with which the anti-Conmunists tain postwar future. But they mean-
established sporadic radio contact, pro- while had gained personal security for
vided gunfire and arranged some air themselves and the many families who
st port. But this help could not corn- had come with them to the islands, and
pensate shortages in weapons and am- they would receive logistical support for
munition among the anti-Connunist the fight they seemed eager to rejoin. 7

groups which from the start gave the
enemy regulars the deciding edge. Some 7Vhe Evacuation Issue Resolved
Hi1wanghae defenders hid out, hoping
that UNC forces would soon return to To the detriment of Ridgway's eftorts
the province. Most decided to escape to restore confidence within the Eighth
to the coastal islands protected by Task Army and to increase offensive alion,
Force 95. The exodus, aided by the the question raised by the Chinese in-
ROK Navy, which sea lifted many es- tervention of whether the United Na
capees, continued until late January tions Command could or should stay in
when North Korean troops closed the Korea had not been resolved by mid-
beach exits. January. Ridgway personally believed

After reaching the islands the orga- the forces arrayed against him did not
nized groups of refugees, asking only have the strength to drive the Eighth
for arms and supplies, offered to return Army out of Korea. But as long as the
to their home area and resume the fight
they had been forced to give up. At
Eighth Army headquarters the offer . 7y wa 's end tile United Nations Pisti~an Foice

leached a steligth of twenty tihousald divide( ,illoltgstinulated plans for developing these i I eginents, mne oi which h~ld ieceied anhoine
allies from North Korea as the United tanng. Its Ienlibets at tith time included South Ko-

Nations Partisan Force. 'I'hc islands rean volunteeis who wele allowed to join the palt-
were to become base camps, and t e sans in lieti ofconsci iption into the ROK At m%. Parti.

stl n units eventually occtupilC islandl strongholds off
both coasts of '4oith Korea. although the major
strenuth IClnaiileld off Ilwalghal Ptovince. Beyond

"This se tion i, based on Moio. "AFFE Military hailassing the eellliy Iear along the west Cst. t he
Ilisoiy l)etachment, U.N. Pi tisan Forces in tie Ko- value of pai tisan Opclliaions is a illattel of specilia-
I ean Conflict." copy in CMI I. till.
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evacuation issue remained undecided a major buildup of MacArthur's forces
at the higher military and political levels, out of the question. But the Joint Chiefs
he was obliged to plan for the contin- wanted MacArthur to stay in Korea if
gency of further withdrawals, includ- he could. They directed him to defend
ing a final one friom the peninsula. The successive positions to the south, dam-
resulting rumors of evacuation scarcely aging enemy forces as much as possible
helped to rebuild the spirit of his corn- without jeopardizing his own. If his
mand, and the possibility of an even- forces were driven back to a line along
tual decision to leave Korea made gen- and eastward from the Kum River,
eral offensive operations less practical. roughly halfway between Seoul and

At the higher levels, consideration of Pusan, and the Chinese massed a clearly
the question had taken several new superior force before this line, the Joint
turns since 4 December, when the Joint Chiefs would then order MacArthur to
Chiefs of Staff advised General MacAr- begin a withdrawal to Japan.
thur that a major reinforcement was MacArthur already had directed his
physically impossible and that they con- staff to develop plans for an evacuation.
curred in the consolidation of UNC But when the.Joint Chiefs asked for his
ground forces into beachheads. The ideas on timing a withdrawal, he re-
great concern in Washington was the sponded on 3January that no such de-
possibility that China's entry into Ko- cision would be necessary until his forces
rea was only one step in a Soviet move were actually pushed back to a beach-
toward global war. Out of this concern, head line. He meanwhile started a new
all major American commands received round of (liscussion on how the war
notices on 6 December to increase their should be prosecuted by proposing four
readiness, and on 16 Deccmber Presi- retaliatory measures against the Chinese:
dent Truman formally declared a state blockade the China coast, destroy China's
of national emergency. No full mobili- war industries through naval gunfire
zation was called, but action was taken and air bombardment, reinforce the
to increase U.S. military strength and troops in Korea with part of tie Chi-
to broaden mobilization and produc- nese Nationalist Army on Formosa, and
tion bases.' allow diversionary operations by Chi-

Korea, the Joint Chiefs of Staff in- nese Nationalist troops against the China
formed MacArthur on 30 December, mainland.
was not considered the place to fight a These proposals contradicted the es-
major war. Consequently, although they tablished policy of confining the fight-
had concluded from MacArthur's gloomy ing to Korea, a principle that largely
reports that the Chinese had commit- unified tile nations allied with the United
ted sufficient strength in Korea to drive States in the war. After tile measures
the U.N. Command off the peninsula, were considered in Washington, the
both the current shortage of combat 'enefit of each weighed against tile cer-
units in the United States and the in- tain escalation of the war and the likeli-
creased threat of general war now put hood of alienating allied powers, the

Joint Chiefs of Staff' notified MacAr-
I-of a detailed discussion of tile eVAd1iid101) issufe. thur on 9 January that there was little

see Scimabel, Poi' andDTrectin, chs. XVI and XVII. chance of a change in policy. They re-
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peated their 30 December instructions ninsula as soon as possible. He was ask-
that MacArthur was to defend succes- ing Washington to pick one of these
sive positions and inflict the greatest three courses.
possible damage to enemy forces. As The Joint Chiefs of Staff attempted
before, he was to guard against high to explain their directive on 12 January.
losses lest he become unable to carry While they were not sure how long the
out his mission of protectingJapan. He U.N. Command could stay in Korea,
could withdraw to Japan whenever in they emphasized that it was highly im-
his judgment an evacuation was neces- portant to U.S. prestige, to tile future
sary to avoid severe losses in men and of the United Nations and tile North
materiel." Atlantic Treaty Organization, and to

These instructions elicited questions efforts to organize anti-Communist
friom MacArthur on two points. Al- resistance in Asia that UNC forces not
though a cautious delaying action in withdraw unless militarily forced to do
Korea could be an initial mission, with so. Again the Joint Chiefs asked for
a withdrawal to and defense of Japan MacArthur's estimate of the timing and
its logical sequel. MacArthur interpret- conditions of a withdrawal.
ed the directive to mean that he had to As of 15 January the evacuation
be prepared to carry out both missions issue remained unresolved. General
simultaneously. Since his command was MacArthur" wanted the question an-
not strong enough to (1o this, he re- swered on the Washington level, but
sponded on 10January with a question officials there first wanted him to give
that, in effect, asked which mission he them the military guidelines. Aware of
was to consider more important. the repetitive interchange bet veen

His other question stemmed fr-om the Washington and Tokyo, General Ridg-
authority given him to evacuate Korea way worried that deferring a decision
whenever he judged it necessary to pre- would correspondingly reduce chances
vent severe losses and hinged, in a that an evacuation could succeed. Some
sense, on the meaning of severe. The withdrawal actions, logistical arrange-
acceptable extent of losses, thus the ments especially, would require sixty
evacuation of Korea, should not be his to ninety (lays' advance notice if the
decision, MacArthur contended, until Eighth Army was to remove tile maxi-
there had been a decision in Washing- mum of troops and equipment in mini-
ton to maintain a position in Korea mum time and with minimun los;.'

indefinitely, to stay for a limited time, Having no clear answer also made it
or to minimize losses by leaving the pe- difficut to dispel rumors of evacuation

spreading through the ranks. South Ko-
On i8 I~e( i)i McAtthn had tqestedi that rean forces were especially fearful of'

ftot National Goan d divisions called Into ICICIaI s*r- leing abandoned. Ridgway wrote and
i(e the pievious Septemli be moved o .japan to radioed General MacArthur on 6 and
coplilete their training sow, to be at hand lo inotect 7 January to deplore any withdrawal
japan against any Soviet attack. Be( auge no final gov-
ei nnent decsion had vet been la(le as to the future that would leave ROK forces to face
U S comtse of action in Kot ea. the Joint Chiefs on 23 the retaliation of the Chinese and North
IDecembei notified MacAt thur that no divisions would .

be deployed to the Fat Last tot the time being.*japati ' M, Rtdgpa,), 'lie Kolt l , l it ,  ,tml lo. -
%%;as left ',' Itally without Combat Itroops, cte%, pp 383-84.
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Koreans. He urged MacArthur to issue the Pusan linle) just beyond the city lim-
a p)ublic statement assuring the South its and then the Davidson and Naktor g
Koreans that thle) would not be dle- River linies farther out were next to be
serteci. MacArthur passed Ridlgway's re- completed.'12

quest to the Joint Chiefs of Staff with Between these actions Ridgway re-
the conmment that hie could not make ceived MacArthur's evacuation plan
suich a statement until and unless a 1)01- and instructions to p)repare, as a mat-
icy basis for one was established at ter of urgency, his supporting planl.
governmental level. Ridgway himself Ridgway's staff completed at broad out-
needed no such backing. Onl 11 janu- line onl the 10th. In concept, thle Eighth
ary hie informed General Chung, the Army Would fight delaying actions to
ROK Army chief of staff, that there Pusan from the lettered and named
was only one military force fighting the lines already delineated. No sup)plies or
enemy, "our combined Allied Army," equipm1ent would be abandoned, all
and that it would "fight together and Lunits would embark at Pusan with basic
stay to7te whatever the future loads, and the entire ROK Army plus
ho ics.", prisoners of war- would be evacuated.'

Eighth Army p~lans and instructions There would be no miass evacuation of
issued between 8 and 13 january how- South Korean civilians. Since features
ever prudcent, tended to support the of the concept, such ats the evacuation
current rumors. Onl the 8thi Ridlgway of the ROK Army, were subject to
tr-aced two niew% dlefense lines, E and F, revision, Ridgway insisted that knowl-
located some twenty-five and sixty-five edge of' thle outline and of' the opera-
miles, respectively, behindc line 1). (Thie tional and logistical details yet to be de-
2d Division's engagement theni in prog- veloped be limited to those American
t'css at Wonju, the fact that the X commanders and staff' members r'e-
C;orps sector' east of' Won ju was then quin'ed to pairticipa1te in the planning."
unmanned, and the improbability that But f'rom any planning map showing
thle 1(0K III Corps Could Occupy its thle lettered and named lines l)1evi-
sector of line D prtomp1lted Colonel ously establishied it was simple to
1)abncy, Ridgway's G-3, to prtedlict onl pr'oject anl Eighth Ar'my withdrawal
thle 8th that a withdrawal to line E througoh shor'ter and shorter lines and
would be called ini the ntear f'utur'e.) Five off' thle peninula through91 thle Pusanl
days later Ridgway established priori- por't. This pictur'e, available at several
ties f'or completing the four' def'ense headlquarter's, p)artially nlullified the
lines Ge ncral Walker had orderecd for'ti-
fied in thle sout heaster'n cor'ner of' thle 12 Eighth At m%~ Opns Plan 21. 8 Idat 51i Eighth

lperiinStla Onl I I D~ecember'. The Raider At my d;3 1in, Sum, 8.Jan 5i. Lit. (;(, Eighth Aiim

line a;'chinig ar'ound lPusanl twenty o? (:( 2d Log (;otid. 13 Jan 51, sub: D~efense Line

m~i les ou tsideC the City r'eceiv~ed first ' Prisonet s of withen nuimbetl 1d37,791 of

prioity. Th11e e line (former'ly Called whom 616 wyet Chinese antd 137.175 wele Not rh
Kot cans.

''Ibid ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~F Ra.( ' (( 'I gtl X t 'll ighth Armny G3 to Co[S. 0 jan 5I, sub
Ibi . ad.G-1154 K,(; (:; ligth imyto Ev',ctiatton Plani, Eighth At mty Opt Plan 2-5 D~iatth

(: C Jatn 51. Schit el th i c ' P01( einuI la,,, ). nto. I. I () an 5 1. Lit. dX(; Eightth At nmy to (;(; 2d Log
3 12. Lit. G;en Ridlgway to Mai tG(etn Chunlg 11 Kwott, Cotttd. It Ojaii 51. sull: Opcititon P'lant 2-25, Eighth

ii J~ttt 51At ity (.mnd Rpt. Nat.jalt 5i1.
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special precaution Ridgway had doing answered the Joint Chiefs' ques-
applied. tion on timing previously posed to

Some light was shed on the evacua- MacArthur, that he could stay in Ko-
tion issue in Tokyo on 15 January when rea at least two or three months. Col-
General Collins, accompanied by Air lins also heard firsthand that the Chi-
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Hoyt S. nese so far had made no move to push
Vandenberg, arrived fr'om Washington south of the Han, that when counterat-
to confer with General MacArthur. Col- tacked they usually withdrew, that they
lins informed MacArthur that just be- seemed to be having supply and too-
fore he and General Vandenberg left rale difficulties, and that the North
the United States it was agreed during Korean infiltration in the east was
a conference with President Truman being checked. This information was
that an evacuation of Korea would be encouraging, and quite in contrast to
delayed as long as possible without en- the dismal tone of MacArthur's reports
dangering the Eighth Army or the se- to Washington. 6
curity of Japan. In this decision, Col- On the negative side, Ridgway
lins added, the objective was to permit brought up the need to improve the
the longest time possible for political leadership of' some corps and divisions.
action by the United Nations and the Except for allowing General Almond
fullest opportunity to punish the to dismiss General McClure, Ridgway
Chinese. Collins also settled the matter had relieved no one. He had attempted
raised by Ridgway of the disposition of instead to better the performance of
the ROK Army. If an evacuation be- his prinlcipal subordinates by exhorta-
came necessary, President Truman tion and example. But after observing
wanted not only the ROK Army but more poor performances during the
also the members of the ROK govern- withdrawals from line B to line D he
ment and the ROK police force, al- was no longer hopeful that encourage-
together more than a million people, ment and admonishment would pro-
taken out of' Korea. 15 duce the quality he considered essential.

Further clarification of the issue came Writing to General Collins on 8 Jan-
later on the 15th after Collins and Van- uary, Ridgway had urged the chief' of
denberg flew to Korea for a meeting staff and, through him, commander of
with General Ridgway at Taegu. The Army Field Forces General Mark W.
main discussion centered on Ridgway's Clark, to insist that all general officers
current operations and plans and on of' combat commands "attain the high-
their relationship to the Washington est standards for out military traditions.
concept of evacuation. Ridgway urged, Let's po1 on the heat in our training,
lest his forces face a difficult with- and above all, let's be ruthless with our
drawal, that any high level decision to general officers if they fail to mcasure
leave Korea be kept a closely guarded up."' 7

secret until he could get his forces
below South Korea's main mountain '" lighth An my Cored Rpt. Nat. jan 51. Ridgway.

Aide-Memoe fCot Genetal I Lawton Collins, CS.
ridges. Ridgway estimated, and by so USA. I5 lan, 5. mil,: Cof,.,.nce.at F.I JSAK Mtain. I5

Jan 51: Rad. C-53613, inadley Ih im Collins oit JCS.
171Jan 5 I.

Schndabel, I'h 1 an Dorctum. p. 3 I3. I 1.11. Rtidgway to Collii s, 8 .]an 51.
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GENERAL. COLLINS ARRIVES IN JAPAN oil 15 jamiaiy 1951 ]oi a cotifeim, withi
General MacArthur.

At Taegu on the 15th Ridgway told turn in a splIendid performance at the
Collins that hie could not execute his same time." He planned to give Geni-
futur-e plans with his present, leaders. eral Moore the IX Corps and to mfove
But. this statement was hyper'bole, not a General Coulter to Eighth Armiy head-
Move to SWeep the command posts quarters as deputy army commifanlder
clean. Nor was Ridgway recommend- resp~onsible for maintaining liaison
ing disciplinary action. Well aware that and representing Ridgway in dealing
"4not all battle casualties are caused by with the ROK government. In evidence
bullets." hie lar-gely attr-ibutedl the lack that this change was no derogation of'
of aggressiveness of* some corps and di- Coulter's professional comnpetence,
vision commanders to the wearing ef- Ridgway recommended that he receive
[ct of'f 0ur1 to six Months of' har'd fight- his third star. Collins approved both
ing and discou raging experience. H is recommendations. 1

most pressing need, hie told Collins, was
f'or a corps commander. Ridgway rec- Ridgway, Aide-Memioite lot Coinsx~ IS Jaix 51.
omnended Maj. Gen. Bryant E, Moore, sub: Coniei erne at LIJSAK Maxn). IS jan 51, lm.

who had served under him in Europe hidgwai) to wk.n Mai k WX (laik. 5) N~im 5i. R
anlwhomhe kew t be manwho G-1-1299 K(,(, (CG EUSAK to CS5 USA, I'exsonalx f)1
andwhm le newtobe t ianw I liaislit xom dollims. 16 laxx 51, Ixiixv, NMos xxia.

would "keep) his feet on tlie gr-omnd and Cari oil. and IMilkei wit! Ridgway, 30 Nov 56.
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Ridlgway would soon lose two divi- verely any mnass enemy attack.~ 2Before
Sion commanders under a recent De- returning to the United States, Collins,
partment of the Army decision to ro- with Vandenberg, mnet again with
tate senior commanders from Korea to MacArthur and read this report. Mac-
training posts in the United States, Arthul-r, who as recently as 10 January
where their recent combat experience had described his military position in
could be put to good uise. Later inl JanuL- Korea ats "untenable," now agreed that
ary General Barr, commander of thle thle situlation had improved enough to
7th Division, would leave Korea to lpermnit his forces to hold a beachhead
become commandant of Trhe Armor in Korea indefinitely. But hie reiterated
School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and his strong belief that the issue of
General Church would relinquish whether to evacuiate Korea wvas a purely
command of the 24th Division to p)olitical matter and should not be de-
become commandant of The Infantry cideci onl military grounds .2 2 Thie issue,
School at Fort Benning, Geor'gia. Of coLuse, really had been resolved, and
D~uring his conference with General onl a mnilitary basis.
Collins Ridlgway requested that, in Three clays later MacArthur' visited
thle future, any senior commander re- Eighty Army headquarters for the first
turned to the United States simply be- time since Ridgway had assumled comi-
cause hie was worn out be protected miand. At a press conference there hie
under this rotation policy. Collins confirmed thle decision to stay. "There
agreed."1 has been a lot of loose talk about the

For all praxcticaxl pu~rp~oses, General Chinese driving uis into thle sea," hie told
Collins settled thle evacu~ation1 issue in reporters. "No one is going to dlrive uIS
anl announcement to thle press5 follow1- into the sea .",23 The report Collins filed
ing his meeting with Ridlgway. Imibued from, Tokyo and briefings hie and
with the Eighth Army commnander's Vandenberg gave Upon their return1-1
p~er~sonal confidence and encouraged by meanwhile reassured officials in Wash-
the report onl thle Chinese, Collins told ington, including P~residlent Tfruman.
correspondents that "as of nlow, wve are TIhey "were no longer p~essimistic about
going to Stay and f-ight.",2 0 When hie re- our being driven out of Korea," Collins
turned to Tokyo onl the 17th after a wrote later', "and, though it was real-
tour1 Of thle front that revealed con- ized that rough timies were still ahead
siderable evidence of Ridlgway's strong
leadership, hie sent his viewvs to Wash- 21J'l. aet afet RidlgwaV~l.' I), CSS I ep~oij of C:olliI S*

ington. Trhe Eighth Army was imfllrov- I "'Is. hie imhloCl Md(Ai thinii "May I Suggest lot sudh
Ileas sonl think it mligh i merit, mly Ilillm (onvR iloning daily under Ridgway's commnand, I ha I111 i(ClOl otCe pi ess sdteients that inemnbeis

hie reported, and onl thle whole was inl of the.JCS llda ilnolill(( thle Eighth At illY lhds pleiit%
p~osition and p~repared to pun ish se- of figh t left and if attacked Will seel ely pik]shl thle

elielil1 . C gi C.11 till~ stateilts This (omdiiald.I
aii (onvinced. will dto hi imoe.- See Rail. G-1-2118
K(:(;, CG KUSA K to CI NC FL. Personal loi Geitet af

Ridgway, A i(C- Meiiioi c f ot Colin s, 15 janl 5 1. 'VacAithui. 26 Jaii "I
subI. Confce e a t EUSA K Mvain. 15 jai 51I. E ighth 22Ral. C.-530s13, BrdleyC ft ii Collints lot JCS. 17
Atin) Coind Rpt, Nat lan 51I, Collins. lWit in Peace- ja an1 51I Sdinahel. Poluitt an Di'ctwn, p). 327
tome. is. 257. -,Stateieilt to the l'i ess. ( enet al MacAi thiii . 20)

fEighth At mny Coiiid Rilt. Nat, Jan 51I Jani 51 copy iii (CMI II.
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of us, no longer was there muILch talk of mitted. Neither was Milburn to attempt
evacuation." InI placing credit for re- a lar'ge scale exploitation, if that 01 )1 or-
solving the evacuation issue, Collins tunIlity occurred, except on Ridlgway's
emphasized that "General Ridgway order. If all went according to instruc-
alone was resp)onsible for this dramatic tions, Ridgway estimated, the operation
change."' would be concluded by dark onl the

15th or, at the latest, on the I16thl. 2"

0 elion WjhmdMilburn assigned the main task to the
Wojo 25th Division, instructing General Kean

For Ridgway, the decision to stay in to attack the Suwon-Osan area with anl
Korea Underlined the challenge of the infantry regiment and at battalion of
comp~lete tactical control of ground tanks Stupplorted by artillery and engi-
forces given him by MfacArthur oi 26 neers. Kean selected as the central force
D~ecember. D)uring World War 11 hie the 27th Infantry, from whose nick-
had had the normal experience of 01)- name the reconnaissance was tagged
erating undcer higher commanders with Operation WOLFHOUND. To p~rotect
greater troop) resources to whom hie the main force onl the east, Milburn 01'-
could turn for assistance. But in the derecl thie 3d Division to send at smaller
priesenit circumstances Ridlgway had to force of' infantry and tanks to cut the
make tactical decisions in full realiza- Stivon-Kuminyangjang-ni stretch of' the
tion that with the exception of ten artil- lateral Route 20 and instructed the
lei'y battalions earmarked some time ROK 1 st Division to send a battalion as
back for shipment to Koirea after' train- far ats Ch'on-ni, onl Route 1 7 thr'ee
ing, "what I already had [in combat miles South of' KUmIn yangjanig-n i.
units] was all ther'e was.- Ridgway's six Ridlgway notified the IX Cor'ps also to
Army divisionIs wereC Still uncleisti-ength provide pr'otection onl the east, for
in infaintr'y and artillery tr'oops; indeed, which Gener'al Coul ter dlirected the
the D~epatmtent of the Armny had not ROE 6th Division to station at bat-
yet been able to send r'eplacements to talion in blocking positionisjust east of
hle Far' East at a Irate that would r'aise KumnnyangJang-nii. 2

the divisions to full strength by Mar'ch, Onl the 15th1 the South Kor'ean bat-
ats jpredicted eailie'. 2 5 (Sec Chapter' 11.) talions r'eachedl Ch'on-ni and Kutm-
Tlhese limitations by no means rtldc yangjang-ni ovet' Route 1 7 without
out offensive oper'ations, but they dic- contact. But the 1st Battalion, 15th
tatedl deliber'ate, cautious advances. Infantriy, and two complaniies of' tanks

Accordingly, Ridgway war'ned Gen- fr'om the 3d Division which followed
er-al Milburn1 against permitting any the same axis to Kuninyangjang-ni re-
situlationl to develop dutI'inlg tlhe I ceived small arms and heavy mlot'tar. firec
Cor'ps' reconnaissance in force oni 15 af'ter turn-Iing wVest fori' mile onl Route
jan uary that would r-eqU ii'e additional
foirces to extricate those initially Coln- 21, N1sg, Ridgway P-i sotial tot Nliihot o. I 50900janw"

51' , opy int I (,oip v' . ol flte. i5 I"" 51.
-I Cot ps Opns iDh 38, 14.i an 51; 1 Cot ps G3 Itt!

21(:olljjj,, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .,, It- 1,PI .... " ,,Sn 1 l.a: G -v " 0 6II,1 ,G EIg

MS. Ridgway. The Rot e~ a t, .issuies an (1 lolt- At my~ to UA; I Corp% anid UA; IX Corps. I'1 Jan 5 I:
(j)s p 388-89. See atlso SdIttabel. Poluv and1( Dve- Rad. IXAGI-697, (X; IX C:ot p5 to U; (6il ROK Dvi.

turn. pp. 3142-H,! Ii I1an ')I: 25th Di% 01 416, I14Jai 5I.
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20 toward Suwon. An exchange of fire fire from a strong Chinese force de-
with some six hundred to eight hun- ployed five hundred yards south of
dred Chinese held the 3d Division force Suwon and fiom machine gunners atop
in place for the remainder of the day. '8  buildings inside town. Michaelis' team

WOLFHOUND forces elsewhere met deployed and returned the fire for a
no opposition but were delayed by dam- half hour, then under the cover of air
aged roads and bridges. The bulk of strikes withdrew out of range. :"1

the reinforced 27th Infantry moving Tre WOLFHOUND forces developed
over Route I in the main effort halted a corps outpost line along the Chinwi
for the night at the northern edge of with a westward extension to the coast
Osan.2-9 The 1st Battalion of the regi- and pushed patrols back into enemy
ment and tanks following Route 39 near territory. Ridgway commended them,
the coast stopped at Paranjang, ten more for the offensive spirit displayed
miles to the west.3" than for results achieved. But General

As Colonel Michaelis' two columns Milburn estimated that the two-day
converged on Suwon over Routes I and operation had inflicted 1,380 enemy
39 on the morning of the 16th, Gen- casualties, 1,180 by air strikes, 5 cap-
eral Milburn ordered the WOLFHOUND tured and 195 killed by ground troops.
forces to withdraw to the Chinwi River His own losses were three killed and
at 1400. Having so fa,- met only a few seven wounded. The Chinese captives
Chinese, who appeared to be stragglers, identified ihree armies, but since the
Michaelis ordered a motorized com- 27th Inftntry had taken these prison-
pany of infantry and a company of' ers before running into the Chinese po-
tanks from each column to sprint ahead sition at Suwon, the identity of the unit
and inflict as much damage as possible defending the town was obscure. Most
on enemy forces discovered in Suwon pertinent, the reconnaissance revealed
before withdrawing. On the left, after that no large force was located south of
the tank-infantry team moving on the Suwon-Kumnyangjang-ni line but
Route 39 to Route 20 and then turning that organized groups did hold posi-
east came to a destroyed bridge two tions along it.3
miles southwest of Suwon, dismounted Having served up WOLFHIOUND as
infantry continued the advance and in- an example, Ridgway on 20 January
vestigatecd the southwestern edge of instructed his American corps coin-
town without finding enemy forces. On manders to devise similar operations.
Route I the tanks and infantry teceived General Milburn responded on the

22d with an infantry-armor strike built
around the 35th Infantry that in

I l 'o)s ('o,,,d Rpt. Na,. Jan 51, IX Cot ps Cored concept nearly duplicated Operation
Rpt. Nar. Jan 51. 1 Cot ps POR 375, 15 Jan 51, and WoLFHOUNDp. Two small encounters
377. 1l6Jan 51.

1' The 89th Tank Battalion: 8th Field At tillct y -

Battalion: Battery B. 90th Field Attillery Battalion, I Corps G3 .Jtl, Sum, 16 .an 51, 1 Cotps POR
Con ypdny A, 65th Engineet Battalion; 25th Recoi- 378. 16 Jan 51, 27th lnf Comd Rpt, Na, .Jan 51, 27th
naissance Company: a detachment of the 25th Situnal Inf Unit Rot no. 16. 16 Nan 51.
Company, and two tactical air cootniol patties were ", I Cotips G3jil, Sum, 16 and 17.Jan 51; Lt. CG

attached. 25th iv for general (list ribution, 19 Jan 5 1, sub:

1 25th Div 01 ,6, I I Jan 51; I Corps fOR 375.15 Commendation. See also vat iouts i eports on Opeita-
V 51; 27th fll I Cond Rpt, Nat. Jan 51. tiol WoI tOtNtD in tle 27th it( Cond Rpt. Jan 51.
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during the one-clay operation resulted Ich'on with instructions to stay until
in three enemny killed and one cap~tured pushed out. At the corps left, the ROK
with no losses to the regiment. The 6th Division had not established out-
strike confirmed the absence of strong posts that far forward but had placed a
enemy forces within ten miles of the I battalion at Paengam-ni on secondary
Corps front. It also raised the possibil- Route 55, six miles short of the Kunin-
ity that North Korean forces were now yangjang-ni-Ich'on stretch of Route
operating south of Seoul when the cap- 20.>'
tive identified his unit as the 8thi Divi- After receiving Ridlgway's instruLc-
sion, pa~rt of the I Corpsi":' tions on the 20th, Coulter Scheduled

for the 22d a one-day operation built
Task orce~hnsonaround the 70th Trank Battalion in
TaskForc Johsonwhich his Force was to push north of

During the week before Ridgway is- Route 20 between Kuminyangiang-n
sued his 20 January directive hie had and Ich'on. The 1st Cavalry Division
prodded General Coulter to increase wvas to Mount the olperation, develop-
the strength, continuity, and depth of Ing and Punishing thle enemny in thie
the IX Corps' reconnaissance. He also objeciearawtotbc inhav
had directed Coulter to move the 1st ily engaged."
C:avalry Division's 70th Tank Battalion General Gay or'ganized at task force
fromn its (feel) reserve location near under the 8th Cavalry's Col. H-arold K.
Sangju in the Naktong River valley to ,Johnson that added infaintry, artiller '
Chinch'on, fifteen miles behind the and engineers to the tank battalion.
corps front. From Chinch'on the tank- Colonel Johnson wats to move Lip Route
ers were to back up11 the ROK 6th 1)ivi- 55 through the South Koreani Outpost
siori and also were to be employed in at at Pacugamn-ni to Yangji-ri onl Route
reconnaissance in force wherever- 20, then investigate east and west along
Coulter saw an opportulnity.3 ' the road and the high groun11d ielCii-

Regardless of' Ridgway's clissatisfitc- ately above it. 38

tiou, Coulter was certain that his lxi- Johnson's prlincip~al engagement was
trols had shown the IX Corps sector. an exchange of'fire with an enemy com-
below the Kumniiyanigjanig-nii-Ichi'ont- pany discovered onl thle reverse slopes
Yoju roadl to lbe f'ree of any large enl- of'the f iist heights above Yangji-ri. Thec
einy force. Since 12 January the 24th task for'ce sL'ffei'cl two killed and Five
Divisioii had kept at battalion inYojU, wounded, while enemy casualties were
and on the 21st General Chur'ch dis-
paitchied another battalion accompaniedl Eighth At my G3.Jol. St, 21 Jan 5 1 IX Cot ps
by tanks and at bat teiry of' artillery to Coind~ Rfpt, Nai jan 51, 24ith D~iv (Jomd Rpt. Nai Jan

51.
"' IX Cm J) ~ps 1)it 23, 20 Jan 5 1.
7 Tak Foicc Johnson inclutded the 70(th Tank

Rad CX I I ifSKG oCC igh IiAt t> o (>.Battalion, thie Md fattalioti am a1 platoon ot [lhe hecavy
,I n X CN(ot ps 2(3Jati 5 1, 1t Oi P [0)1 )it 39, 21 oo tacompjanty of the 81h (>tvah v. a hattel y of thle

Jan :5I. ip Gl(3,Jul. Sum. 20antdt 22,m 5an SI. 99th Field Ai tillem y Battalion. 11( an k platooll of thle
-;".- ';2 "2I2iaio 0)~h ";ig.cu I, ;nm lA2 fl A .22 2,MW t.112fl-

of thle Limited Objective Atta k. 22 Jani 5 1. 1stCay iiv Opo Dii 1-12 faI9I n 5: I stCav'Div.
"Rads. G -1I-9803 and C( - -W55 K( oo. CG Cmind Rpt . Nat.jan 5 I: TF.Jolii~soit 01)1 0 no I. 21

Eighth Atntn' to CG~ IX doi Im' 13 and 19.Jait 5I. Jan 5I
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eStimat?.ed at fifteen killed by ground1 Each corps force was to establish a base
troops and fifty by air strikes. The lack of op~erations onl the night of'the 24th
of contact before reaching Yangji-ri along a line Of' depar1ture tenl Miles
supported General Coulter's conviction ahead of line D, fr-om the coast thrlou~gh
that the area below Route 20 was unloc- Osanl to YoJu1, then advance to thle Hanl
cupieci, while the Yangji-ri exchange inl multiple column11s thrlough five phla~se
SU1)1)Iied f'urther evidence that orga- lines about five miles apart. (Map 18)
nized enemly gr'oups were located along To insure a fully coordinated recoii-
the road.:" naissance, Ridgway made Milburn re-

sp~onsib~le for ordering the advance
Operaion iTlund'rbll from each pha~se line in both corps

Ridgay, owevl.,zones; to guarantee the security of' the
Ri~gwyhoevrwanted at clearer advance, hie instructed Mfilburn to or-

p~ictur1e of enemy dispositions below the (ler- each suIccessive move only after hec
H-an before committing fot ces to gen- had clearly dleter'mined that no enemy
eral offensive op~erations. Onl 23 Jani- group strong enoughl to endanger any
arn his G-2 reported the bulk of' the column had been bypassed. Ridgway
AllI Arm -yGroup to be below Seoul inl int~ended that his 9g'1.und troop3s would
the ar'ea bounded by Route 20 onl the hav\e a~mple air support. He p~lannted to
south and the Han River onl the east. postpone the oper'atioin if for' any rca-
and north. Air r'econnaissance had been son onl thle 25th G;ener'al Partridge
r'eporting steady tr'oop) movements be- could no0t ISSUre twVo successive (lays of'
low the I-an but did not confirm thle maximum close support. Ridlgway also
priesence of' suich a lar'ge for'ce inl thlat arranged for the I Corps to be able to
r'egion. Nor had r'ecenit g-Oun~d contacts Call dow1 n gnfire f'rom at havy cruiser_
developed any solid enemy def'ense at and two dlestroyers of' Task Fore 95
le area's lower' edge. Resolving the stationed off hInch'On ."

ambiguities, Ridgwav judged. r'equired 'rhe X Cor'ps was to priotec:t thle right
at deepeir and( str'onger' reconnaissance flank of' the 'l' IUNIRBOI. advance.
in) f'orce, which hie schedule1d f'oi' thle Onl 23 januai'y Ridgway had his dep-
mniing ofna 5l L~dl1 i i ty) ci ef of'saf Brg. Gen. Hny1.
()per'at ion IllUND 1)RBOL I. H-odes, deliveir instructions to Gener'al

In (lie TH' 1UNDERBOT: OPei'atioii Almond u'equiiig thle X Corp)s to mlainl-
Geneiral N'ilbui'n and Geineiral (:u"let' tMil contact wVith thle IX CorpJs at '~Ojtu
wer'e to i'econ noiter as f'ar' as thle I-an, and to pr'event enemy movemnilts
each using, not mnore t han one Atneti- sot f h Yj-oj oad.
canl division i'einf'oi'ced by ar'mor' and, Almnond, ats lie had beeti instructed
at the discretionl of' each corps coinl- thr iee days earilier', also was to send~
mandei', one Sou thI Korean r'egimen t.

"Rads. CG-. 1i895 KGOO. CG- 1-1888 K(;oO.
VF Johnslon PIeioduIi( 11atioiis Repoii 22 Jan and (X- i-i889 KG(X). CG; Eighth At my to CG I
1: I IJohitMn Pi'C 10(1W I i1ttciigeii(( RCJMoi t, 22 lait (:oip~ad CGX; i ps all'~i 23 jait 5i. Rad, ;X- I-

51 1929 KAR. CG Ligioth Atim% to (.6 1 Cot ps, 2-i Jan
NIS. Rigwa .' lihe Ko cdii 'Nat. Issues, ad Poli- :5i. Rad. c:t'i 95 to (;ONICRtJ DIV 1. 235 Jan 5i.
~.p381. Eighthi Army P1 R 1 95. 23 jai 5i1d( 5It YiE9 2 1JiiS

(ics 1)Rad.C'IG 9 1 t CT 95 2, 4 5
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CL~OSE AIR SUPPRpogven the 71h Cavalby near Inch'on, 26]anua, 1951.

f'orces inl diversionary forays north of' inl force would reachi the H-an, and hie
this -o,,(I. 12 allso Saw possibility of' holding thle

Inl a p~ersonal cffort to dlevelop) the gr-ound coveredl. That nighit, f'rom at
disposition of enemy forces b~ef ore Op- forward command p)ost estabhished at I
eration THU INDERBOLT began, Ricig- Corps headquarters ill Ch'onan, hie or-
waty onl the 2-4thi reconnoitered the ob- dei'ed Milburn and Coulter to prepare
jective area From the air with G;eneral plans f'or holding thenl gains once their
P~artridlge its his p)ilot. ile two generals f'orces achieved the fifthi phiase line
flewv low over the territory twenty miles stretchling eastward fiom lnchi'on. The
ahead of'the I and IX Corps fr-onts f'or two corps c.ommandlers comp~leted these
tWO hours buLt saw no0 inldications of' plans onl the 25thl. 'Ilhu ith 'I iII U N IER-

large enemy formations. Although tiis BOLT recon naissance tentatively ats-
flighlt did no0t concIlusively (il)r-ove thle suimed thle nature of' a gener al attack
current G-2 estimate, Ridlgway was withinl a fewI hour11S after it star'ted."
more confident that hiis reconnaissance Inl the I Corps zone, thle first

2Raid, (;X- I - 16345 KdGOO. C:G EiglhI At my to C~s "NS, Ridgwaiy.T'11 Koica %'.it Iswuc~anid Pot,-
1, , Man x (:oi,0, ti i)51.R, CX- 1-227K00 KGOO. 1IC. . 381. tg, l. The Unded State 1ii A oU tit to-
(; Eihlh Alu~v " X (01l ps. 2ui jdlk : 1 ((0111 il lls te,1. 203, Lighuth Ai my (,ond Rp., Nam ,Jan 51, 1

01 i Ilist illuiu ol1s (Itlil ed by Gmt I Iodes oil 23 Jai) Corps Opt I'Lui ETxplom onl,' 25 jani 51I IX Corps
51) Opt I'I,,, 11I. 25,jJn 51I
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THUNDERBOLT phase line lay four cated that the XIII Army Group had
miles short of Suwon iin territory al- set out a counter-reconnaissance screen
ready well examined. Milburn picked to shield defenses or assembly areas far-
the 25th Division reinforced by the ther north. According to the prisoners,
Turkish brigade to make the advance, some positions would be found between
According to the scheme of moving in two and five miles farther north. This
multiple columns, General Kean sent location would place them generally
the 35th Infantry up Routes 39 and I along the second TiUN1)ERBOLT phase
in the west, the Turks over a secondary line, which coincided with Suwon and
road between Routes 1 and 17 and up a stretch of Route 20 in the west, then
17 itself'on the east. Out along the coast, tipped northeast to touch the Han ten
a fifth column made up of the recon- miles above Yoju."
naissance companies of the 25th Divi- On the 26th General Milburn allowed
sion and the 3d Division screened the the I Corps columns to move toward
west flank of the advance." the second phase line while the IX

The initial phase line in the IX Corps Corps forces continued to clear the area
/one traced the high ground just above along the first. Again against light, scat-
Route 20 which included the area pre- tered opposition, the two columns of
viously reconnoitered by Task Force the 35th Infantry converged on SuwozI
1ohnson. Coulter again ordered the 1st and occupied the town and airfield by
Cavalry Division to advance. Choosing 1300. Elsewhere in both corps zones
to start in two columns, (;eneral Gay the advance became a plodding affair
sent the 8th Cavalry north on Route 55 as the troop colunS searched east and
toward Yangji-ri, where Colonel John- west of their axes while driving north
son had met resistance on the earlier for short gains through tough spots of
mission, and the 7th Cavalry Up Route resistance. The Chinese fought back
13 into the territory above Ich'on.1 " '  hardest at Kumnyangjang-ni, which the

Screening wide to the flanks of each Turks finally cleared at 1930, and in the,
axis lest they bypass an enemy force, heights above Yangji-ri, where the 8th
the THN LN LERBOL:T columns on the Cavalry lost 28 killed and 141 wounded
25th developed islands of opposition, while managing little more than to
mostly light, along or just below the first hold its position. The inability of' the
plhase line. Sharp counterattacks hit the 8th Cavalry to move forced the 7th
Turks on the secondary road east of' Cavalry to the east to stand fast along
Route I and the 8th Cavalry in the the first phase liiejust above Ich'ln. '

Yangji-ri area, but in both instances the Gains on the 27th i were short every-
Chinese eventually broke contact. Cap- where, more because of' the require-
tives identified only two divisions of the ments for close coordination and a
501h Army across the thirty-mile front thorough ground search than enemy
of the advance. This disclosure and the
general pattern of light resistance indi- L' ighth At my Cored Rit, Nat, jan 5 1, !,.lghth

Army PI R 197, 25 Jan 51; 25th i\ Coind Rpt. Nar,
I Cot pi Optl Dir .40. 23 jan 51. 25th liv Coind Ian I 51; Is( Ca I)iv Coind Rpt. Nat. Jan 51.

Rp.i. Nat,lan 51 .7 25th Div Cored Rpt . Nar. lan 51. I st Cav i)iv
IX d.orps Oln () I I "' I 1 (av livi €)p1 (onid Rpit Nar. ,Jan 51: Eighth At my Il R 198, 26
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resistance. The deepest I Corps ad- Ridgway onl the 27th authiorized Mul-
vanCe Was onl thle left, where the 35th burn to add thle 3d Divisionl to the I
Infantry moved about two miles above Corps advance. Milburn gave General
Suiwon, while the leading Turk troops Soule the Turkish brigade zone east of'
onl the right got about a mile above Sulwon and sent the Turks west to ad-
Route 20 into the T'an-chi'on River vance along the coast toward Inchl'onl.
valley beCtween Suwon and Kuminyang- Onl the 28th Soule's 65th and 15th Regi-
jangy-ni. Trhe heaviest fighting again nients moved north astride Route 55 inl
occurred near Yangji-ri when the 5th thle 1 an-chi'onl valley while thle Turks
Cavalry p~assed through the 8th and at- shifted westward and Joined thle ad-
tacked wvest. Killing at least three vance of' the 35th Infantry. Against
hundred Chinese before reaching moderate, uneven resistance, the en-
Kuminyangjang-ni, the 5th Cavalry then largecl I Corps force reidhed within two
turned upl Route 1 7 to reach the first miles of' the third phiase line, which lay
phdase line a mile andl half to the nor'th. roughly half'way between the line of' de-
T[he 7th Cavalry, in thle meantime, con- pariture and the Han.'50

tinned1 to hold near Ich'on.'" TIo thle east, where resistance in thle
CaptLives taken (lur11ing thle daiy identi- Yatngji-r-i-Kumniiyanigjanig-ni ar'ea had

fled the third, dud[ last, division of'the kept the IX Corps T11UNDtERBOt;I
501h Army. Thie fI'il deployment of' the f'orces slightly behind thle others, thle
50th anzd the ab~sence of' contact with 1 st Cavalry Division received clearance
any~ other army onl thle THUNDLRBOIII onl thle 28th to advance to the second
front supported the prev'iouis conclu- p)hase line. In thle slow going imp~osed
sion that thle 501hi had a scr'eening mis- by) carefuil screening afl(l mioderate op-
sioi'. '[lie intelligence rationale now tak- position, thle 5th Cavalry, moving along
111g Shape assumed thle Chinese units Route 17, reached the new objective
originally moving south of' thle Flan to while the 7th Cavalry, advancing above
have statl ted at gradual r'ed uiction of' fbi- Ich'on init wide zone astride Route 13,
waird f'ot'ces after determining generI- StoIj))d f'or- thle night abloult a mile
ally the extent of' the Eighth Army shor-t. T[he cavalr-ymlen hlad en1COun1-
wit hdr'awal. Behind the 501/i Arm ,y tered two new regiments, one athwart
screen, the remaining- five armliies of' the each axis of' advance. These, ats idlenti-
XIII ili my (;viouP and (lhe North Kotrean lied by Chinese captured later during
I Co?/) apparenCltly weI'e now gr-ouped shiarp night assaults against the 7thi
just above and below the H-an to r'est Cavalr'y, belonged to the 1 121/h Division,
and refurbish those Chiese' who had 381/h Army. P~reviously assembled in at
been in combat longest. reCSt areCa ahout seven miles above the

Tfo mecet tle probability of' strongei' f'ront, tie 1121/i had rceived sudden
res~stance nearer tile I-an and to prte- order's to move South and op)pose thle
par for h lilding all ground gained, IX Cor'ps advance.'5

251 Di Cond p. ai~an 1 IstCaDiv "'Eighth At ily G3,1id, Sum, 27. Ji I CI (u 3
25th t~i Cu~tdRpiN u J m SI;I s (:m~ iv id, Sum. 27 Janu 51 1 Cut p, Opt tDii 11. 27,jani 51,

Eighth tilmy Coiud Rpt. Nat', jai .5I: Eighth Sum., 28 jan 5I1
A tny 3 ~I. um,26 5 , .LighthI Ai my Pt R 199, 1st C-tv Div Codui Rpi, Nat. jan 51 . IX (:oips

27 Jin SI. and 200, 28 J n 51, I'MR 123. 29 Jan 51.
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I n anticipation rof heavier opposition forces of the 1st Cavalry Division. From
to thle IX Corps advance and to help Route 17 eastward to the Han, the Chi-
hold the ground taken, Ridgway oin the tiese 11J31/h and 112th Divisions of
28th instructed General Coulter to corn- the 381/i Army occupied p)ositionIs inl
mit the 24th Division. Coulter gave Maj. front1 of thle r'emaindler of the cavalry
Geni. Blackshear M. Bryan, who had division. 4

rep)laced General Church onl 26 Even thou~gh the opposition had
january, until thie morning of the,30th tripled, the dlotted pattern of enemy
to assemble the 24th behind the Ich'on- positions, mostly company-size, madec
Yoju stretch of Route 20, whence thle clear that the TFILNDERBOLT for-ces
division was to advance oil thle corpls wvere still lbattling a counter-recoil-
r-ighlt. 52  nasac cen. TIhere was now some

Also onl the 28th Ridgway again inl- doubt that at main enemy linle would be
structeci General Almond to maintain developed below the Han. Prisoners
contact with the IX Corps at Yoju. to made no mention of one but spoke
b~lock enemy moves below the Yoju- mainly of regr()upment. Neither did air
Wonjui road, and to create dIiversions observers, although they warned of 'r-
nlorthj of, thle road.53 X Corps for.ces, pared positions along Route I north to
having only recently check the North, Yongdlu gp)o. Tums the refurbishing
Korean adivance east of' Route 29 and needs of thle XIII Arm ' Gioup might be
reoccupied Wonju, were then just be- great enouLghl to keep it from establish-
ginning to carry ou1t simlilr inlstrulctions ing solid defenses south of the Han, or
received onl the 20th and 23d. the group) commander might have cho-

Enemy small arms, machine gun, Senl notL to Stanld with thle river at 'is
mortar, and artillery fire, ats well ats back.5

inefields (thougoh neither extensively Exercising a prerogative given inl
nor well laid) kept gains short inl bothl Ridgway's initial order, Milburn and
corps zones on thie 29th. Information Coulter onl the 30th each added a South
suppllied by prisoners taken dturing thle Korean regiment to their TH UNDER-
day indicated that six divisions now op- BiOtI forces to help p~ush through the
p~osed the TH UND)ERBOLT advance. Inl enemy's tighter screen. With the open-
hie area between the west coast and ing of' the 24th D~ivision's advanice onl

Route 1, the North Korean 81/h IDiion the IX Corps right onl that (late, the
stoodl b~efore the Turks and the left additions doubled the forces who had
Hank un1its of the 35th Infantry. West begun the reconnaissance five days
to east bet ween Routes I and 17, thle earlier. Gr'ounJd gainls againlst thie six
Chinese 1481/h, 1491/h, and 150t/i IDi- enemy divisions nevertheless were hard
vi1sions of' the 501/ in v opposed the won and measured inl yards during the
25th and 3d Divisions and the left flank last two (lays of' ~jan nary. M ilburn's

forces bar'ely gained thie third p~hase,

Eighth At tmy (oind Rim, Nat.. Jan 5i 1,1X Cot ps
Opt Di)i 25. 29 jai 5 1; 241h~ Di%~ Comt Rim, Mut Jant
51 "' Lighith Atm t o> otd Rpt. Nat. jat 51. Li'ght
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X Cot p'. 28.lao 51 MOht.: Elighth Atin Gtv 3 SS Rpi. Jat 51,
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line onl the .31st, and IX Corps forces When executed, the instructions
reached little farther than the second M Ridgway issued at the turn of thle mionth

Ridgway in the meantime converted would set the entire Eighth Armly front
his reconnaissance in force to a full- in forward motion. In terms Of ground
fledged attack. Onl the 30th, although to be gained and held, however,
his assault forces were some distance Ridgway intended that this nmotion
short of the Fifth p)hase line, where hie carry his forces no farther than the
originally had planned to estalish the lower b~ank of the Hanl in the west and
rem~aindler of the I and IX Corps, lie a general line extending eastward f'rom
authorized Milburn and Coulter to the H-all River town of Yanigp'yong
bring their remilainling units for-ward through Hoengsong in thle Center- of
from line D to hold thle ground that thle peninsula to Kangnung onl thle
had been gained. He did not release coast. Only if enemly forces elected to
these forces for commitment in the ad- withdraw above the 38th par1allel Would
vance, but lie did take steps to ease thle hie consider occupying a dfefense line
progress of the attack by instructing farther north, aild in this context hie
Milburn to plan at strong armoired asked his staff near the end of'.January
thruLst thr-ough the coastal lowland onl for recommendations onl the most ad -
the west flank. Beyond this, hie directed vantageous terrain lines for the Eighth
his G-3 to arrange at maximum air effort Army to occupy during the spring and
to isolate the battlefield south of' thle sUumer months. Otherwise, his currenClt
Hani 1. 7' judgment was that thle ground farther

I-e also began to widen thle offensive, north, to and including the 38th paral-
On thle 30th lie asked General Almond lei, offeredl no defensible line worthy
and thle 1(0K Army chief of staff, Gen- of' the -losses risked in attempting to
er-al Cluing, for recommendations onl take it."9

sendfing the X Corps and the 1(0K III In limiting thje Eighth Armly's def'ense
Corps forward in the faishion of' Opera- line in thle west to the lower bank of the
tion THUttNDERBOLTV. T1he purp~lose of' Hll, Ridgway excluded Seoul ats anl
the advance, hie explained, would be to objective. Occuplyinlg thle capiltal City, inl
disrupt the North Korean HI and V his estimation, Would provide no mili-
Cml)p , which were still regrouping east ti y advantage but would, rather, pro-
of Route 29. On 2 I'ebruary hie ordered (fuce thle disadfvantage of' placing a river
the 1(0K I Corps to join the advance, immediately in rear of' the occupying
'ile South Koreans were to move ats forces. He had in Faict directed his staff
far north ats the east coast town of to prIepar'e lanI~s for crossing the Han
Kangniung. 58 and capturing thle city. But, in line with

his views, these p~lanis were not to lbe
carr'ied1 out unless there arose an op-

Eighth At q C:omti R1 )t, Nat. Jani ~:01
(:o;md Rpt, Nat . Jto 51, IX ;ot ps C:otn Rpt, Nan , - --
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Cotud Rpt. Nat. Jan 51,. 24ith itv ( Aind( Rpt. Nan .jan I id, Sim). 3! Jan 51I Ratd. ( X-2-1 I s {GOO. (X; Et*,ghlth
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portunity to destroy a major enemy Kimpo airtield and the port of Inch'on,
force in which the retaking of Seoul both below the Han, and urged their
was an incidental possibility."' capture.62  These facilities already

In any event, Ridgway entertained had become objectives of Operation
no thought of a prolonged effort to THUNDERBOLT.
hold any line. Knowing that there To Ridgway's larger concept of hold-
would be no major reinforcement of ing along the Han River-Yangp'yong-
the Eighth Army and assuming that en- Hoengsong-Kangnung line unless en-
emy forces would keep trying to drive emy forces voluntarily withdrew above
the Eighth Army out of Korea or de- the 38th parallel, MacArthur re-
stroy it in place, he saw no wisdom in sponded in terms of developing the
accepting the heavy attrition that a static enemy's main line of resistance. If
defense seemed certain to entail. In Ridgway developed the line below the
sum, he considered the permanent Han, he should not attempt to break
acquisition of real estate an impractical, through it, but if he reached the Han
if not unachievable, objective. In his without serious resistance, he should
mind, inflicting maximum losses on the continue north until he had defined the
Chinese and North Koreans, delaying enemy line or discovered that no line
them as long as possible if and when existed."3

they attempted to advance', preserving As a general concept, MacArthur had
the strength of his own forces, and in mind "to push on until we reached
maintaining his major units intact re- the line where a balance of strength
mained the only sound bases of' plan- was achieved which was governed by
ning, both for current operations and the relativity of supply."'hI Ridgway, on
at longer range.'I the other hand, was primarily inter-

Ridgway informed General Mfac- ested in holding whatever line best
Arthur of these tactical concepts by let- suited his basic plan of punishing the
ter on 3 February. MacArthur agreed enemy as severely as possible at the least
that occupying Seoul would yield little cost to his own forces. The difference
military gain, although he believed that in concept was perhalps subtle but was
seizing the city would produce decided substantial enough to prompt Ridgway
diplomatic and psychological advan- to bring u) the matter again when Mac-
tages. On the other hand, he stressed Arthur next visited Korea.
to Ridgway the military worth of nearby

" ) Ibid.. Rad. C-5,181 I. (:lNCUNC to C( Eighth
' tr. Rdgwdv. to .Ma dA ti. 3 Feb 51: IRad, Aimy. Petsotal tot RidpgVav, 4 Feb 51.
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CH-AI~rER X111

Advance to the Han
Roundup Prelparaions quickly CUt the patrol's route of withi-

drawal, forced the group into hasty de-
When General Almond reCceived fenses on the nearest rises of ground,

General Ridgway's 30 January question and opened at series Of assaults. The
on at X Corps-ROK III Corps op~era- Chinese finally backed away after air
tion similar to TH UNDEtRBOLT ihe was strikes were called in by thle pilot of'anl
in the process of extending the X Corps' observation p)lane who sp)otted the am-
diversionary effort Ordceredl earlier .by buish and after at motorized compllany
Ridgway. Having achieved the Yojti- of infantry reinforced thle group~ about

Wonu-Yngwl lneaganstlitleOP- 0330 onl the 30th. The waylaid patrol
p)osition, Almond was planning at strong had suiffered five dead, twenty-nine
comb~at reconnaissance fifteen miles wounded, anl five missin~g out of a to-
above this line. Searching that dlep) at tal strength of' forty-five.-
COl')s center and right could apply pres- At the discoveI'v of' Chinese at the
sur'e on the Nor'th Korean V and IIs tWinl tunnels Gene'ral Almond or'dered
Corls concentr'atedl above Hloengsong the 2d1 Division to identify and dlestroy
and P'yongchi'ang. At the same time, aleeyuisttta ra h 3
the 2d Division, CIlue to Move nor1th ,ileeyuisi htae.'~e2c
along thle Cor'ps left boundar'y it its Infantry received the assignment. On

Chipyon-ni eiht mleseas of31 January Colonel Freeman sent hisChipyon-iii eiht ileseas of3d Battalion and the attached Fr'ench
Yangp'yong, could prIotect the right battalion to the tunniels after placing
flank of the IX Corps ats thie 'l'IIJTNI)ER- the 37thi Field Ar'tillery Battalion within
BOLT operlationl continued.' a thousand yards of'the tunnel airea in

In the r'ecent course of pr'otecting the direct support.,~
IX Cor'ps right, at joint motorized pa- TIhe if antry battalions r'eached and
trol f'romn the 2d and 24th IDivisions On estab~lished a perimeter* around thle
29 Januiary had moved north out of tunnel-bridge comp~lex without sighit-
the Yoju ar'ea on the east side of' the
H-an to at pair' of' rail'oad tunnels and at ing enemy f'orces. But friom f'arther
connecting br1idlge standing east and north Colonel Freeman's forces them-
west athwaita narr'ow valley four miles selves were observed by the 125t1h Divi-

south of' Chip'yong-ni. Chinese in the -
high ground over'looking the tunnel11Cs 2 X Cot its (:010 Rpt. lof( Is lot jan 5 1, tit( 14'. Lit,

1(j, 23id Inf. 13 Mai 51. sub: Altet Action Repoit
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sion, 42d Army. Near dawn on 1 Febru- of a strong enemy force assemb~ling
ary the 3751hi anid 374th Regiments at- around Hongch'on, at (lhe intersection
tacked from the north and northeast, of Routes 24 and 29 twventy miles north-
respectively, and after daylight the 373d east of Chip'yong-ni and fifteen miles
Regiment assaulted the perimeter from north of Hocngsong. Th-is force, appar-
the northwest and southwest. In hard, ently part of the North Korean V Coips,
close-in fighting lasting all (lay, the de- could be preparing to advance south-
fending b)attalions, relying heavily onl west onl Route 24 thrlough Chip'yong-
artillery fire and on more than eighty ni, then down the Hlail valley toward
air strikes, drew far more blood and Yoju and ChI'unlgju. Or the I/ Corps
finally forced the Chinese to withdraw, might again putsh forces south onl Route
Freeman's forces counted 1 ,300) enemly 29 thrloulgh Hoengsong toward Wonju.
bodies outside their p~erimeter and esti- To spoil either move, Almond consid-
miated total enemy casualties at 3,600. erecl Hongch'on the pr'oper main objc
Their own losses were 45 killed, 207 five of a X Corps attack.'
wounded, and 4 missing.' TO disrupt both the V Comps and II

judging fromt thle two sharp actions Corps, hie oultline~d a coor-dinlated X
at the twin tunnels, the Chinese Corps-ROK I II Corps advance, Oper-
were determined to retain control of' ation ROUNDUP. (Map 19) 'ile current
Chip'yong-nii. TIhey had good reason. corps combat reconnaissance limit, gen-
'hie town was so situated that the force erally the Chip'yong-ni-Hoengsong-

OCCuII)ying it could conltrol Movements P'yongch'ang line, was to be thle line of'
over Route 2 to the west, over Route 24 departure For ROUNDUP and( wa'. to be
to the northeast, over Routes 24 and occu~pied in at preliminary advance by
24A below town, and thuLs throuOtgh thle thle 2(1 Division onl thle left, thle 187th
Yanlgp)'yong-Cli'unlgjuI segmenCt Of thle Airborne Regimiental Comb [at TFeamti in
Han valley stetching to thle southeast the c:enter, and the 7th Division onl the
behind it. Eighth Army possessionl of' right. T1his advance would base Amnir-
Chlip)'yong-nli, ft-ui'thermore, would canl units far' enough for'waird to sup-
p)ose a threat of envelopment to enemly p~ort a thru-Lst at llongch'on, which Al-
forces opposing the I and IX Corps mond plannedl Sou~th Koirean for'ces
below the Plan. For these same reasons would make. 7
General Almond lannied to seize He prIoposed at flanking 01)eration
Chip'yong-ni1 and incorp~orated this against H-ongch'on by the 1(0K 5th and
planl inl his Overall recommendations for 8th Divisions accompanied by artillery
anl operation styled after IlUNDER- and arimor dr'awn frmomn the American
BOLT. 5 units onl the line of' dlepartuire. From

Also behindl Almond's proposals5 behind the 2(1 Division onl thle left, part
wereC laie janu-ar-y intelligence irelports of'the RON 8th Division was to advance

nor'th over Rou~te 29 while the mnain
Ibid . Du. W3 Eighth At my to (XG Lightit At n . 3 body mlOVed noi'-thweSt to cut Route 24

IFib 5 1, sub. Restt of 23di In itu .1and r ecub Bat- rough 1y half'way between Chip'yong-i
taioit Am atiu.t 01,50 Febm ai) 1951. Study. Coi.
Pauli Freeman. ''Wonixi Tb ru Cbip'yong: Ani Epic of -

Regimental Corubat 'eamt Act on in Komic."' A pr.- I "I bid
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and Hongch'on, then turned nor:'ieast the advance; Tean E from tile 187th
to hit Hongch'on itself. Oil the right, Airborne Regimental Combat Team
the ROK 5th Division wvas to advance later opened operations under the con-
north through the mountains east of trol of the corps armored officer.
Route 29 through part of the area occu- By 5 February, the date set for open-
pied by the North Korean II Coris, then ing the Hongch'on strike, General Al-
swing west against Hongch'on. mond expected the ROK II Corps to

The 2d Division was to appoint one have come up even with the X Corps'
light artillery battalion, a medium bat- line of departure. On the 5th the ROK
tery, an automatic weapons battery, and III Corps should start forward through
a motorized infantry battalion to move successive phase lines, coordinating
with and directly support the ROK 8th each phase of movement with the X
Division. These units eventually consti- Corps' progress, to destroy North Ko-
luted Support Force 21. The 7th Divi- rean II Corps forces in zone and to pro-

sion was to furnish a similar Support tect the X Corps' right flank." l

Force 7 for the ROK 5th Division. In General Ridgway approved Almond's
each instance the artillery commander plan on 1 February and made Almond
of the American division wvas to coordi- responsible for coordinating the X
nate all artillery fire within his own zone Corps and ROK III Corps attacks.
and within the zone of the South Ko- Ridgway cautioned him, however, that
reali division he was supporting. Later, for the remainder of Operation
because control of the South Korean TuiUNDERBOLT his continuing mission
advance was centralized at corps head- of protecting the IX Corps' right flank
(luarters and (lid not involve either would be the X Corps' overriding tacti-
American division headquarters per se, cal consideration. The next day Ridg-
a question-warranted or not-would way ordered the ROK I Corps to cap-
arise over who should order the dis- lure the east coast town of' Kangnung
placement of these support forces. in an advance coordinated with tile

Five armored teams, each compris- progress of the ROK III Corps. 1

ing a company of infantry and a pla- The X Corps' preliminary advance
toon of tanks, also were designated, two to tile line of departure was largely but
by the 2d Division, two by the 7th not fully effected by the target date. At
Division, and one by the 187th Air- the corps west flank, the 23d Infantry
borne Regimental Combat Team.10 moved north of' the twin tunnels and
Only three were used. 'eams A and B occupied Chip'yong-ni, surprisingly
from the 2d l)ivision were attached to against no more than token opposition.
the ROK 8th Division at the outset of' At corps center, tile 38th Infantry, now

commanded by Col. John G. Coughlin,
* X (ot p Op, Plan Roundup, I Feb 51. occupied Hoengsong, and the 187th
*Ibid. Annex C. X Cotps Pltn. and Appendix C Airborne Regimental Combat Team

(Aty}) to Annex C, X Cops. Memo to D ol Chtics.
signed S. 1I. 1 1 4 Feb 5 I. giving bhe composition of
atlltiery alld a1i11o1e(i suj)port. Two oti support
orte", one hon each division, w(ie desigteaCd but X Cot ps Opn Plan Roundup, I Feb 51.
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252 EBB AND FLOW

the grounid immedIiately southeast.' pushing infantry and tanks supp1 or'ted
Thie 7th D~ivision at the corps right by artillery and air strikes-and at the
Was not yet onl thle line. Its 17th and far west by naval gunfit c-through iso-
3 1st Regiments were still approaching lated but stubblorn defenlses. (Mlap 20)
over the Chiech'on-1l'yongchi'ang and T1he advances, slowed by careful lateral
Yongwol-1P'yongch'ang roads. Behind coordination and at full search of thle
the line traced by these cIlumpIs Of' ground, covered two to six of thle re-
Americans, the ROK 5th and 8th LDivi- maining fifteen miles to thle Hanl. The
sions wer'e inl final assemblies for' the IX Corps registered thle deepest gains
Hiongch'on attack, one onl either side ats General Moore, now inl command,
of' Route 29.' shoved the 1st Cavalry and 24th1

The assault dlivisions of'the ROK III Divisions upl even with General MR-
Corps, thle ROK 7th1 and 9th, also were burn's 25th and 3M Divisions.') The
somewhat short of' the line of' clepar- ftIN)RO' fonby5Feray
lure onl the 5th, yet near enough traced a line !'unnlling east and west
to satisfy Genieral Almond. The dlay thrloulgh at point not far b)elow Anyang
bef'ore, at ai corps commanders' confer- onl Route 1.17

ence at Suwvon, hie notif'ied G;ener'al As at resuilt of' General Ridgway's 31
Ridgway that hie was ready to begin Op- J anuar'y instr'uctions to his G-3 to at'-
el'ation ROUNDUP. Ridgway that (lay range an' attacks to isolate thle battle-
or'der'edl a westward shif't of' the X field south of the Han, the daily army
Corp1 s-ROK Ill Cor'ps boundar'y to air' requests to the Fifth Air For'ce catte
give thle South.1 Kor'eans more of' thle second only to close support. Thle re-
terr'itory north of'yongchi'ang. Hence, quests called f'or round-the clock inter'-
whien ROUNDUP opened at 0800 on thle dliction with special attention to nlight-
5thi, General Yui's two dlivisionls facedl time oper'ations and with the intensity
thle bulk of thle Nor'th Korean HI Corps. to pr'event enemy for'ces frtom moving
while Geniera~l Almond's two assault north1 or' south. of the Hall. General Par'-
units confr'onted lie North Kor'ean V tridlge worked the armny requeIsts inito
Cop 1 in thle Hoengsong- Honggch'on his daytitne armIfed reconnaissanlce pro-
area. 5gr'am and stepped up) at cui'r-1ett nlight

intr'uder ef'f'ort along the ima frzom a
Thtund'? boll C;ontinued poinit nor'th of' Kimp1) airfield eastwar'd

to a poinit near' \'angpyoiig. To) pre-
Amid the RoUNDUP pr'eliminatries, vent useless clestRIuction ill Seoul, Pal'-

the I and IX Corps to the west contin- tx'idge inlsIructed his pilots not1 to attack
ue~d their' '1' UNt)ER13L I advatce, residential ar'eas unless military targets

wer'e discover'ed withinl thleml. s

Colonel l'elloe. tile 14)1 met (olimittnlde o (iill('
38t11 Inftlitv. hal bwetiaei t letI4 to IX ( 44t

lt42~~~~~4l~~~jti~~~~tII te , ie 4 i )'',it it41 tt iidwt '(4 i44i l Moo))) e took (0111111,111dlof1[the I X Col ps
lit ottiotetd to bi igatdiet gettet l ott 31 jattity.

ligtltAry ( Jl -m I-lh51.X(Coi ps Eighth Atimy Conid Rpt . Nai. relh 51. lighthI
(;ointt Rjpt. Nat F eb) 5I Ai my G3.1Jul. Sum, I-1 Feb) 5I. 1 Cot p ( .md Rpt.

Note~~~~~.oIu tFvh !))AItXti~(4 Rp l )1124214.4)4l),l
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254 EBB AND FLOW

Judging from reported results over Kap'yong. 20

the first four (lays of February, the air 'File newest prisoners and documents
attacks were something less than inten- captured by the I and IX Corps indi-
sive. Night intruder sorties totaled fifty- cated that the enemy units still south of
five, ranging from six on the 2d to the Hanl would keel) only light forces
twenty-two on the 3d. Targets reported engaged and would deploy in depth for
destroyed or damaged included 50 a leapfrog delaying action pending an
troops, I antiaircraft gun, 14 vehicles, enemy offensive around 8 February.
4 railroad cars, 13 supply installations, '[he choice of date seemed to be tied
and 517 buildings."1  either to the opening of the Chinese

The air effort had little effect on the New Year on the 6th or to the third
gradual retraction of enemy forces birthday of the North Korean Army.' '

from below the Hanl sensed late in The eastward shift of coilsiderable Chi-
January. The screen in front of the I nese strength into the territory above
and IX Corps by 5 February was one Yangp'yong and Chip'yong-ni, as did
division stronger after the 1141h Dimi- the earlier engagements at the twin
sion, 381h Army, appeared opposite the tunnels, pointed to the Hall valley be-
24th Division on the IX Corps right. low Yangp'yong as the likely main axis
The addition raised the divisions in con- of an enemy advance. Heavy enemy ve-
tact to seven: the North Korean 81h on hicular traffic also was sighted from the
the west, the three of the 501h Army in air, all of it moving south and over half
the center, and the three of the 38th of it moving from the Wonsan area
Army on the cast. Behind the screen, toward Ch'unch'on. This shift could
much of the North Korean I Corps' re- mean that the IX Army Group was rejoin-
serve strength remained below the Han, ing the battle and was sending forces
the 471h Divimon occupying Inch'on, the for employment in the central region. 2 2

171h Division located in the Seoul- The indications that the enemy
Yonggdungp'o area. But the XIII Army would employ only light forces and de-
Group commander had reassembled al- laying tactics in front of' the I and IX
most all of his reserves above the river Corps provided some assurance that the
and had shifted the -12d and parts of' THUNDERBOLT forces would reach
the 391h and 401h Armies eastward theirf Han objectives. The enemy con-
into the area above Yangp'yong and centration to the northeast raised the
Chip'yong-ni. The 66th Aimy, whose same danger of envelopment that had
troops had not moved below the Han, partially prompted the Eighth Army's
also was east and north of' Seoul. As withdrawal to line D a month earlier,
last known, it was assembled near but it was possible that General

076, ( Fifth An Fot e to CINCFE e tal.,, 1Jan 51. 2" Eighth At my Comd Rpt. N,i, Feb 51 Eighth
Rad, OPC 709. CG Fifth An Foice to CINCFE ct al.. Ai my PIRs 204-208, I-5 Feb 51, 1 Coi ps Cored Rpt.
I Feb 51. Rad. OPC 730, CG Fith An Foice to Nar. Feb 51 IX Corps Comd Rpt. N.u. Feb 51
CINCFE et ,i,. '2 Feb 51. Rad, OPC 753, CG Fifth Air "I The Noith Kolean l'eo/e' Aimy wa,,s otic;ll a(ti-

Foice to CINCFE et il., 3 Feb 51. vated on 8 Febi tm y 19,18.
'lighih At in) W 3 &B q pts. 25 -" 'igii, Ai m), I . Nc 51.

Feb 51 Eighth Ai my Coied Rpt. Nai. Feb 5i. At my P1 Rs 204-208, i-5 Feb Si.



ADVANCE TO THE HAN 255

Almond's ROUN)UP advance would Gains of one to four miles through
spoil the enemy buildup and quite the 8th carried tile 25th Division on
probable that the X Corps could at least the left within five miles of the Inch'on-
protect tile IX Corps' right flank. Yongdungp'o road and took the for-

wardmost force of' the 3d Division at
The Ithe right within six miles of the Hal

itself. Beginning on the 6th, Milburn's
At the resumption ofITHUNIERBO'T- forces captured troops from the North

on the 5th, the two I Corps assault divi- Korean 47th Division in the area north
sions spearheaded their advance with and northeast of Anyang. By the 8th it
tanks. General Milburn previously had appeared that all or part of the North
arranged but had not yet called for the Korean 17th Division had relieved the
strong armored thrust along the west 47th at Inch'on; that the latter had
coast ordered by Ridgway on 31 Jan- joined the North Korean 81h Division in
uary. On Milburn's further order, two holding back the I Corps, taking uI)
tank battalions, two infantry battalions, positions near the center of the corps
an artillery battalion, and a company zone; and that the bulk of the 50th Army
of engineers were to assemble Under was sideslipping to the east."
Brig. Gen. Frank A. AllenJr., assistant The strongest enemy positions fac-
commander of the 1st Cavalry Division. ing the I Corps on the 8th lay between
When called, Task Force Allen was to Routes I and 55 across heights centered
exploit any breakthrough that might on Kwanak Mountain, due south of'
occur, especially in the 25th l)ivision's Seoul, where the North Korean 47th
zone, and was particularly to block the Division had been identified. Since the
lateral Inch'on-Yongdungp'o road and Kwanak heights werc the last defensi-
cut off enemy forces located west of ble ground on the southern approaches
Kimpo airfield.- to Seoul, their capture could climax the

Between 5 and 8 February the I Corps advance to the Hat. General
smaller armored Forces ,anging ahead Ridgway emphasized this probability to
of the I Corps' methodical infantry General Milblurn at a meeting of corps
advance were' frequently delayed but commanders on the 8th and urged him
seldom hurt by numerous minefields to )UshI vigorously against the Kwanak
located on the curves and shoulders defenses. Earlier, after learning of the
of roads and on bypasses around de- 471h Division's entry on line, Ridgway
stroyed bridges. The mines, mostly asked Admiral joy to arrange an
wooden boxes with fivc to six potunds amphibious landing demonstration at
of explosives in each, were poorly laid Inch'on to discourage further strength-
and camouflaged. Most were visible, ening of the enemy screen and perhaps
and mine detectors picked u) the me- draw off some opposing forces. joy dis-
tallic igniters of those more deeply patched ships from Sasebo, Japan, and
buried.-'|  from Pusan to join those already in

I Coi ps Cond Rpt, Nar. Ib 5 1. 1 Cot ps Op n 1)1 2 Ildl C ( oiicitei ce Notes, Conticience Between
13. 2 Feb 51 Eighth Atimy Coinlrni(lei and Coips jConnaidels
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256 EBB AND) FLOW

lnich'otn water-s for a dtemonstration on thle 10th, andi Task Force Alleni was
thle I 0)th 1.2 then to advance above thle road inl

Snow and low-hianging Clouds shut multiple columins to clear the Kimpo
dowilair operations onl thle 9th b)ut had peninsula. 2 8

little ill effect onl the I Corps.T'he 25th 'rl'e landing demonistration ill
Division cap~tured Kwvanak Mountain hlchoti 'Scheduled for thle 10th now
and1. west of Route 1, advanced its inl- seemed apt to hinder rather than ease
hI'atry line within two miles of the the I Corps advance. Thie 25th Divi-
I nch'on-Yongdungp'o road. Armored sion armored Force that had looked at
forces froml thle division reconnioitered lnchi'on during the day had seenl no
farthier wvest and nor1thl Within sight of' enemy, activity. Thie enemy's abrupt
Iniichon and Yonigduigp'o. Onl thle withdrawal appar'ently had included thle
corps right, thle 3d Division moved two Inich'on garrison . .Silce at simulated
to three miles north. and a small landing might p~romp~t the North Ko-
armor'ed columin, T[ask Force Meyer, reanis to reoccupy Lnich'on and inl turn
sp)urted upl Rou~te 55 to become thle First make thle p)0rt more difficult for' the
corps troops onl thle Hanl. Mlinefields 25th Division to capture, the amphibi-
harassed the advance, but assault Forces ous feint was canceled. Thie naval f orce
otherwise consistently rep1 orted "no assembled off lnchi'on, however, did
resistance."2 plain to investigate thle por't onl the I10th

General Mlilbui'n judged that thle 501li using a small party of' ROK mairines
tlny oces previouisl) in thle Md Divi- acquired f'rom an of fshoire security

sion ,s zone had withdrawni above the f'orce onl Tokchlok-to, anl island thii'ty
Hanii o1' out of'the I Corps zone to the miles southwest of' Incih'on. 29

east. 'ile North Korean 81hi and 471/h Snow showers through the mlorning
DwL'aons, onl thle other hand, miight have of'the 10th again canceled most of the
moved northwest tojoin thle North Ko- I CorpIs' ir Stij) 1 't, bUt againl With no0
i'ean 1 7tl Diviinjust above the I nchi'on- ill ef'f'ect. A total absence of' resistanlce
Yongdiingp'o roadl to dlefend thle except for more antitank mines allowed
Kimpo peiisui. As part of at plan to the 25th Division to seize thle lnich'onl-
sp)oil any suich effort, Milbur'i on thle YonlgduIgp)'O r-oad anl hour ahead of'
night of the 901 called for 'Task F'oi'ce schledule. Under clear'ing skies, T[ask
Allen to assemble behind the 25th D~i- Force Allen moved into the Kimpo pe-
visionl. '[hle division was to seiZe thle nlinla~i inl two0 coIlumnIs promptly at
hi ch'on-Yongdungp'o i'oad b~y noon onl noon. '[hle colunin onl the east aimed

first for' Kinipo aiirfield (tle north, then
-ibmI.. Rad. (X-2-62IR; )G00,((;hEgbtb \myt for' thle road leading northwest along

A tmy to CTG; 95.1, 7 Feb 5 1. Rad. NI(;N 32110.---
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ADVANCE TO THE HAN 257

N F tlE 5TH1 REGIMENTIAL COMBATI'TIEAm ADVANCE iOmen( the Hail River, 5
February 1951.

tile lower bank of' (tie Flan. Tilhe coi- 35thi, and attached ROK 15thi Regi-
umin onl thle west pushed up the center ments of' the 25thi Division moved to
of thie p)enlinsula. 'ile east force occu- the Han between 1{imp() airfield and
pied the airfield withiout a contest inl thle edlge of Yonlgdunlgp)o. Inl thle only
miclafternIoonl, and by nlight ffall bothl bruLshI with enemly forces, a Southi Ko-
COIlHIiiS were Well 11i) thle l)elflilStlal, rejan lN~atrol that movedl across the ice
eight miles abo)ve the I nch'on-Yong- into the lower edg~e of' Seoul was chased
(lungp() road. One mlacine gun back b~y small arms Fire. Onl the corps
position, at shiort fire fight with tile righit, thle 15thi and 7thi Infantry Regi-
tail of an enemy column withdrawing ments of' the 3(1 Division joinedl Tlask
across thle hiozen F-lan, twelve stragglers Force Meyer at thle Hlan, moving onto
( apture(I, and1( a little long range fire the ighl ground b~etweenl Yonigdunlgp)'o
were the only evidences of the Northi and Route 55. Tilhe only contact waS an
Korean I ( ps. 3 0 exchiange of' fire with enemy forces inl

Behind Task Force Allen the 24lth, p~osition onl the northi bank of* the
river.31

SI (.oi p)% (.omid RJ)1. Nat, FebC 5!, Fighth Ai mv G3 p;3tnd N! F ,



258 EBB AND FLOW

On the opposite corps flank, the 25th less believed his corps could reach the
Division's reconnaissance company and Han in a reasonable length of time." '1

the Eighth Army Ranger company had Under a wet sky on the 9th, Moore's
moved westward onto the cape holding forces met decidedly stiffer resistance,
Inch'on in company with Task Force including counterattacks that forced
Allen's noontime advance above the some corps units into short withdrawals.
Lnch'on-Yongdungp'o road. Neither In sharp contrast to the virtual disap-
the Rangers, moving along the south- pearance of enemy forces before the I
ern shore of the cape, nor the recon- Corps on that date, the Chinese oppo-
naissance troops, heading directly for site the IX Corps apparently planned
Inch'on, met resistance. The reconnais- to retain a bridgehead below the Han.
sance company entered the city at 1700, TFhe bridgehead area as defined by
almost simultaneously with eighty ROK Moore's forces on the 9th and 10th was
marines sent ashore in three small pow- about fifteen miles wide, its west an-
erboats by Task Force 95. As suspected, chor located on the Han nine miles
the North Korean garrison was gone.3 2  north of Kyongan-ni, its east anchor

The Rangers found a small spot of on the river four miles below Yang-
resistance on the 1 I th on a ridge a mile p'yong. 'Fhe U-shaped forward edge
south of Inch'on. The Rangers and clipped four to seven miles below tile
some of the reconnaissance troops Han across a string of prominent
el;minated it early in the afternoon, heights between those points.",I iask Force Allen meanwhile resumed By holding this position the Chinese
clearing the Kimpo peninsula on the could prevent IX Corps observation of
morning of the 1 lth. its troops in the the Yangp'yong area, already recog-
van reaching the tip before noon. In- nized as tile possible starting point of
mediately after General Allen reported an enemy attack down the Han valley.
the peninsula clear, General Milburn This theory gained support on the 10th
dissolved the task force and returned when in clearing afternoon weather air
its components to their parent units observers sighted large numbers of en-
now consolidating along the Han.: emy troops moving east on Route 2

along the north bank of the Han imme-
The IX Corp/s Fitds a Bridgehead diately behind tile bridgehead area. 36

IX Corps gains from 5 through 8
February were slow and short. The re- Opelio, Roundup
sistancc em ulated that encountered by
the I Corps, but the terrain was much As THUNDERBOI.T forces cale
rougher. Methodical coverage of the up to the Han on the 10th, General
ground consumed considerable time. Almond's ROUNDtUIP operation was in
As of the 8th. General Moore neverthe-

11 C letnce Notes. (,oni Between Eighth At miN
(Collndetl anld (lo s,0) C]ommanlldel ,Sa.t Yelmpetrsl"m.

12 Eighth Army (;:j Ji. I'nmte oo60) anId 1850, I0 8 Feb 51

Feb 51; Eighth At tmy (omd Rpt, Nat. Feb 51: I Cot ps F' Eighth At mN Cored Rpt, Nat, Feb 5I1. IX Corps
Coid Rpt. Nat, Feb 51, Field, United ,Stales Naval Cotr!d Rpt. Nat, Feb 51
Opeaions, hotea. ) 32-1. '" LIg0h\.....(l Jo! Feb O "I: iI IX CotI m

I Corps CAoltid Rpt, Nar. Feb 51 ((Olid Rpm. Nat, Feb :)I

" :- zJ S, ,



ADVANCE TO THE HAN 259

its sixth day. Although the advance Against the combination of enemy
started in the Ti-iUNDERBOLT pattern, hilltop defenses and difficult terrain,
the harsh mountains ahead of the X the two ROK divisions by 8 February
Corps and ROK III Corps inhibited a had moved three to six miles northwest,
complete ground search such as the I north, and northeast of Hoengsong. Al-
and IX Corps were making. In the X mond decided on the 8th that the ROK
Corps zone, the ROK 5th and 8th Divi- 8th Division's main effort to envelop
sions advanced in multiple columns Hongch'on from the west could be
astride the best roads, tracks, or trails eased by committing another division.
permitting passage through the convo- Currently, one of the 8th Division's
luted ground. The ROK troops climbed regiments was moving north astride
the higher ridges only when necessary Route 29 while the other two were
to reduce an enemy position. The main pushing through rough ridges to the
routes for the ROK 8th were Route 29 northwest to cut Route 24. If Almond
and a mountain road-actually a poor set another force in the center to move
stretch of Route 2-reaching vest from up Route 29, the ROK 8th could make
Route 29 at a point three miles above its enveloping move in full strength.
Hoengsong. (Map 21) The ROK 5th's Almond mistrusted his own reserve
principal paths followed the upstream division, the ROK 2d, still weak from
traces of two small rivers east of Route losses in the Chinese New Year's of fen-
29. Physical contact between columns sive. He chose not to reduce the
was rare, especially in the ROK 8th Di- strength of the 2d or 7th Division dc-
vision zone where the colunns diverged fenses along the line of departure, and
as they proceeded north and northwest. he could not use the 187th Airborne

After three days Almond perceived Regimental Combat Team. On 4 Feb-
that the attack oni Hongch'on was as ruary General Ridgway had notified
much a battle against terrain as against him that the airborne troops were
enemy opposition. Resistance did stif- scheduled to be taken off the line and
fen after an easy opening clay, but the that he was not to give them an offen-
defending forces stayed to the tops of' sive role., '

hills and allowed the South Koreans to On the 8th Almond asked Ridgway
bring down heavy artillery concentra- for the ROK 3d Divisioi, then in ROK
tions a'cd to maneuver around them. III Corps reserve. Ridgway hesitated
The ROK assault forces, in Almond's to take General Yu's only reserve. On
estimation, had gained confidence over the other hand, Yu's assault divisions
the three days, substantially from the were reporting good progress through
presence and support of the Amei ican light to moderate resistance. Moving
artillery and tanks. As of the 8th the astride Route 60 friom P'yongch'ang to-
success of the advance thus appeared yard Ch'angdong-ni, seventeen miles
largely to depend on overcoming ter- to the north, the ROK 7th had ad-
rain limitations on infantry maneuver, vanced one regiment within three miles
tank movement, and artillery forward of the latter town. On the corps right,
displacement.3  the ROK 9th had moved above Chong-

17 X C p% Cored Rpt. Nat. Feb 51. Confeiewe X doi ps (oid Rpt, Nai, Feb 5 1.
Notes. I i Between li'ghth Ai my Comman<itt and ', lId.. Eighth A 111 SS Rpt. 0 5(ce of the (,
Cot ps (,OiCo tandet s at I in pest Tac, 8 Feb 51 Feb 51. Id I.



1

0 0 

CI

00

~I10
~4J{~ ~.L(



ADVANCE TO THE HAN 261

sonl thrloulgh the upper Hail valley For these forces had conme out of thle ROK
almost twenty miles. Since Yu could get III Corp)s zone. Trhe North Korean II
help from the U.S. 7th Division, whose Corps ap~parently was shifting forces
3 1st Regiment was now following the westward to join the V Corps in olppos-
ROK 7th Division ab~ove P'yongch'ang, inlg thle X Cop4 2

Ridgway agreed to the transfer of the General Almond was obliged to pre-
ROK 3d for the duration of Operation vent further incursion onl his right if
ROUNDUP, and Almond instructed the the envelopment of Hongchl'onl was to
division to be in position for anl advance succeed. Onl the 10th hie directed the
above Hoengsong onl thle morning of ROK 5th Division to advance and estab-
the I t." lish blocking positions Facing northeast

While Almond wats arranging to as- near the corps5 boundary genlerally onl
sist the ROK 8th Division's northwest- the ground held by the ROK 27th Regi-
ward swing, a greater problem arose mient when it was attacked, some thir-
east of Route 29. Onl 7 February the teen miles northeast of Hoenigsong.
ROK 5th Division, then advancing with Along with this move, hie ordered thle
two regiments forward, had encoun- U.S. 7th Division to send a battalion
terel at North Korean force estimated northwest out of' the area albove
at t'our thoulsand. '[hle division com- P'yongch'ang toward a ground objec-
mancler lannii~ed to eliminate the en- tive sixteen miles due east of' Hoeng-
emly group Onl the 8th by bringing up sonlg. This advance, lie intended, would
his reserve regiment onl the left for an drive enemy forces located near the
attack to the east con1currenClt With at- corps5 boundary into the path of' thle
tacks to the north and west by the cen- P.0K,5th Division's attack. Almond also
ter and right regiments. But his plan ordered a battalion of the 187th Air-
was spoiled wheni the right regiment bornle Regimental Combat Team to
the ROK 27th, was hit onl thle 8th by move into lposition nine miles east of
haidc North Korean attacks from thc 1-oengsong to deepen the east flank
northwest and nort heast. One battal- blocking effort at the right rear of the
ion was scatteredl, and the remainder ROK 5th D~ivision* "
of' the regiment was Forced to with- 'fihe ROK 3d Division, assembling
draw. Just east of Hoenigsongu, was now to be-

Thle regiment11 continuedC( to receive cotiie the right armi of' thle maneuver
attacks until the early morning hlours against l-longch'on. Behind the protec-
of' the 9th when thle North Koreans tioni of' the ROK 5th Division to the
p~ulled away to the niorthiwest. Tlhe east, the ROK 3d was to move north in
alatiming no;te was t hat some or all of' two columnils through thie heights east

of' Route 29 to a point clue east of,
1-Iongch on. T1here the r'ight column

X (ox ps (>nd Rpt Nai. I-0) 51: Conftcm
Not(-,, Cot 1ktecti L1911111 AII) Cn omnt d e idd 1(
Col p,' C;ommandoltI~ sat I'etttjst I. .8 1et, 5 1. Lightit '* 1)1

Am)% G3~ ul. Sxum. 7 Feb 51, X (anp. 01 99, 8 Feb F Ighth Am\t oit~nd Rim. Nar. Feb 51: Eighth
51 I% Ax m% G3 ]JuI. Sum. ,. 9. .xnl 10 I('h 5I, Eighth Aimxn

'' hhh \txxt' omd Rmt. Nat. Ieb 5I. Lighth G3 II. EOimv 13o5. 1i Ieb 5I, Eighth Alm 63~ ,1111.
Aimy CG3jxi. Sum, 7 axnd 8 Feb 51. Ligltib AIm)I G~3 B1ic01g119 f(A' CG b I I .51 (o(Ip'. 01 li0i adi t'tz.

IIl. itrihng tt (;, 8 Feb 5 1. 10 Feb 5!
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was to face east in blocking positions February order to seize Kangnung,
while the left column turned west to- more than achieved its objective. With
ward the town. Both moves, the ROK naval gunfire sul))ort flom the Task
5th Division's blocking effori at the Force 95 contingent in the Sea of Japan,
right and the ROK 3d's attack to the and against fainthearted opposition by
north, were to begin at noon on the the 69th Brigade, a unit of the North
I Ith. " Korean III Corps that disappeared alto-

Support Force 7 was now to support gether on the 8th, the Capital Division
the ROK 3M Division. General Almond advanced in consistently long and rapid
directed the 187th Airborne Regimen- strides. In the Taebaek heights rising
tal Combat Team to place its 674th west of the coastal road, one regiment
Field Artillery Battalion in direct sup- by evening of the 11 th held positions
port of the ROK 5th Division and or- five miles above Route 20, which mean-
dered the 96th Field Artillery Battalion, dered west and southwest out of Kang-
a corps unit previously assigned to rein- nung to Wonju. The remainder of the
force the fires of Support Force 7, to division moving over the coastal road
switch its reinforcement to the 674th.' occupied Kangnung, then Chumunjin

Meanwhile, amid the adjustments in eleven miles farther north, and at night-
the X Corps zone between 8 and 11 fall on the 11 th had forces in position
February, the ROK III Corps contin- three miles above the latter town. '17

ued to gain ground. The ROK 7th Divi- Gains in the X Corps zone remained
sion fought through Ch'angdong-ni much shorter. East of Route 29, the
and by evening of' the 1 I th was eche- ROK 3d Division by dark on 11 Febru-
loncd left in regimental positions or|- ary advanced through light opposition
ented north and northwest from three to positions five miles above Hoeng-
miles above Ch'angdong-ni to seven song. Next east, the ROK 5th Division
miles below town. On the corps right, reoriented and moved through moder-
the ROK 9th Division )uslled nine ate resistance within four miles of its
more iriles up the Han valley, making east flank blocking positions. I he 1st
contact with the ROK I Corps' C.,ital Battalion, 187th Airborne Regimental
Division in the high peaks rising east of Combat Team, meanwhile went into
the Han. Resistance was light on the the position designed to place it at the
8th and 9th but stiffened over the next right rear of the ROK 5th Division;
two days when General Yu's forces ran from the P'yongch'ang area the 2d
into partsofthe North Korean 31stDivi- Battalion, 31st Infantry, easily seized
swon. Obviously, not all of the If (.0ips its terrain objective to the northwest in
had shifted west into the X Corps the effort to drive North Korean forces
ZOiie. '16  into the ROK 5th Division's path. The

The ROK I Corps, moving i1) the South Koreans, however, were yet some
east coast under General Ridgway's 2 distance from their o jectives."

Ibid '7 Eighth At my Co ed Rpt. Na, Feb 51 Eighth
'' X CoipsO 100.9 Fcb51,tid 01101. 10 Feb51. Arm) (;:3 ul. Sum. II Feb 51i Eighth Aini G,3 Ill,
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51. Eighth A lly (G3 Jill B efing li (C. 9, 10, II. 1, 'ghh Army PORs 638, 639. and 6.10, 10 Itl Si, and

,ind 12 Feb 5 I I'( )R, 611. 6,12, and 613. I Fel 5 1. Eighth At mv (;3
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Onl and west of Route 29, the ROK Trhe nearest of the 2d Division de-
8th Division found lighter resistance, fenses around Chip'yong-ni nlow stood
enemy forces tending to withdraw be- four miles southwest of thle 16th Regi-
fore actually obliged to do so. By nlight- ment. After securing Chip'yong-ni
fall onl the I11th the 2 1st Regiment stood before the op)ening of' Operation
astride Route 29 nine miles north of ROUNDUPI, the 23d1 Infantry had estab-
Hoengsong. To the west, the 10th and lished a perimeter around the t(own,
then the 16th Regiments held positions and Colonel Freeman had runI patrols
ten miles northwest of Hoengsong east, west, and north. Trhe lpatrol en-
along the cr'est of the mountains be- counters with enemry forces were mostly
tween Hoengsong and Route 24. A minor', but by 9 February one particu-
three-mile gap sep~arated the 21st and ladly strong position was discovered
10th Regiments, and about a mile of onl Hill 444 some four miles east of
open~ sp)ace stood between the 10Oth and Chip'yong-ni. Onl the 9th Freeman sent
16th. 11 a battalion east, and the 1st Battalion,

Two miles behind the 21Ist, the tanks 9th Infantry, came north from the Yoju
and1 infantr'y of Support Team B, which area to reduce the enemry strongpoint.
had been attached to the ROK regi- The latter battalion occupied thle height
ment, were assembled along Route 29. onl the I I and thus hield the 2d Divi-
Another mile down the road, thle inthn- sion position closest to the ROK 8th
try) and artillery of' Support Ford- 21 Division. 1

occup~ied posit ions near the town of
Ch'angbong-ni. Below Support Force
21, thle 3d Battalion, 38th Infaintry, onl The Newest AIrmy Estimate
Gener'al Almond's order had moved up
from Hoengsong into a blocking posi-
tion at the junction of' Route 29 and Given continufed reports of' eastward
the mountain road leading west. Sup- Chinese shifts and taking them as clear

STeam A, whose tanks and infan- signs of'an imminent einmy offensive
try were attached to the I16th Regiment, in the west cent ral r'egion, Gener'al
Was two mliles fart her' Out Onl thle noun- Ridlgway late onl the 11Ith instriucted
tain road. Still f'artiher' out, between General Almond to pati-ol but not1 to
Suppom'01t Teami A and the friont of'the attempt further advances towar'd Route
I (th, which lay acr'oss the mountain 24 in either the 2d D~ivision oi' ROK
road, wet'e the ROK 20th and 50th 8th imvision zones until thle IX Cor'ps
Field Artillery Battalions and thle corn- had reduced the enemy's Flan bridge-
mnancl posts of' both thle 10th and 16th head below Yangp'y'ong. To move for'-
Regimen tS.5 ) ward while thle IX Corps was still hield

J11. Bhilefiil, fol (, 10,111d11i I'eh~ Si ighth Ai, o 11W Betoi e the EI -'ghth Az my I( hN Nb; ( ;oge
G3 JId. Entry 2115, 11 let) 51. Kessici KNIA; Advisoz to GI and (C'l, ROK 8th t)i%-.

bid)1( hei ealict (ite as d Kesslci lest lmon) (withI ovel a ys).
X Coip )'~(0 ( RJt. IFe) 51I. Boo0k of Indiutes. I5 F~eb 51I

i'i'IIL Th1 Bai oi oulg.og. 1.11 Co ''%VjlLighth Ataomy (,3.l int. I I Feb 5 1. XCop
Niessiiiger. (C0 9th Inf, to (:( 2d1 Div,16Fb51su on pPb5.B ok fIcl me,11(1. ate
Rejnnl of I nvemig;aalon, with Itids I andI 2; '1 e%Ii' of Chip'yong-ii
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tip could isolate and overextend whether the lull represented a chang-
Almond's leftmost units inl thle area. ing strategy, from onle of' destroying
where the 391hi, 40th, 42d, and 661hi Ar- UNG forces to one of'containing them,

wisNere obviously massing. 52  or was merely thle result of* logistical
Ini view of an imminent enemy attack, p)roblems. (North Korean inlfluence inl

Ridgway also expressed concern over shaping enlemy strategy obviously was
Almond's comp~lex organization for bat- d~iscounted. )55

tie inl Operation ROUNDUP, referrinig Col. Robert G. Fer-guIsson, (lhe acting
to thle intertwined command and con- (;-2 who prtepar'ed the estimate, told
trol arrangements amiong corps head- Ridgway that the long luill was purely
qluarters, the ROK assault units, the the conseqiuence of Chinese resupply,
American su~ppor-t forces, and the transportation, and reinforcemient dif-
latters" parent units onl the line of de- ficulties. [he slogan repeatedly given
lparture. Ridlgway was no0t sure that inl statements by Chinese government
these mneasures Would p~rovidle the tight officials continued to be to drive UNC
control needed to prIev'ent a confuised forces out of Korea. FlrguIsson ple-
intermingling of units durIIing anl en- clicted that once thle logistical p~rob~lemfs
emyi attack.5A wvere suifficiently relieved-and that

At the time Ridgway called Almond's timie appeared to be near-the cam-
leftmost units to af halt, hie had in hand paign to pushi the United Nation Comn-
one of the better intelligence estimates mancl off thle peniinsula would be re-
preparied by his headquarters since lie sumed with full accep~tance of any
assumied com~mand. Always seeking to ful-rther heavy p~ersonnel losses and
im prov'e intelligence, hie had directed supply problems that mnigh t occur."
the p~repara~tioni of' this analysis, stipui- [he concentration of Chinese forces,
Ilting that it conitain at survey of'enemny Fergusson pointed out, was ini thle area
strategic cap~abilities ats well ats tactical bordered onl the northwest by the
courses of action. 5 PUkhian River and onl the southeast by

Stimulating Ridgway's unusuial de- Route 24 between Yangp'yong and
niand f'or a strategic estimate at field Hl-lgchl'on. From southwest to nor1th-
army level was the yet uinexlplained lull east, the concent ration included t ie
in Chinese offensive op~erations that 42d, 391h, 401hi, and 661/i A1inmw, whose
had set inl onl '1january after thle Eighth total strength was around 11 0,000. IHe
Army gave Up) Seol anld that now% had wvas not sure that all of these uniits had
lasted a month. The question was completed their shifts to thle west cen-

tral region. 57 But with the enemy mass
centering there, the most likely paths

,Rai. (A-2-121i-1 K600. CG, Liglith Aimn to (,(, of the next enemy advance were clown
N (A)ip). Ii I Feb 51. EIghth A\im G~~(3 Ilit], Sum. Ii Ie - nvle oadYjuaddw

" Oin I ic i iitim v Rmitgwam% pet M)Indli' told1 Pi esidt(Cm Eigithi Aim 6i'~(2, t'.%mmmc mul th cinm Situa~tionm.
tMce thatm both U S anmd ROK mintIligenl( ' ( %(-t imamdc- I0) Fell 5i

qualct adu asked Rice lo lake i pib~lte sleps' lo) "' )1(
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Route 29 toward Wonju, with both He believed that the Chinese would
paths then turning toward the same not open an offensive until major units
deep objective, Ch'ungju. The advance of IX Army Group moved down from
might include deep sweeps to the south- the Wonsan area within reinforcing
west to envelop the I and IX Corps. "5 8  range. These, he estimated, could reach

Because the enemy's problem of re- the central region no sooner than 15
sul)ply would progressively worsen as February. 59

supply lines lengthened during an ad- Fergusson was wrong in considering
vance, Fergusson judged that a sus- the arrival of IX Army Group units as a
rained Chinese drive was unlikely. More necessary condition and so was in error
probable was a series of shallow envel- on the nearest date of a Chinese attack.
oping maneuvers interspersed with BLit in measuring all other probabilities,
halts for reorganization and resupply. he came remarkably close.

SIbid.



CH-APTER XIV

The Battle for Hoengsongy
Much along the lines drawn out for When wor'd Of thle opening attack

G;eneral Ridgway by Colonel Fergusson reached ROK 8th Division headquar-
onl 10 February, the XIII Army Group ters in Hoengsong, division commander
commander op~ened an attack onl the Brig. Gen. Chioi Yong lice ordered thle
night of 11I Fel'ruary toward 1loeng- 2 1st Regiment to make at short wvith-
song. In shifing Forces eastward hie had cirawval and instructed Suppor01t Te"aml
moved the 66tlh A rm y from Kap'yong B to move back down Route 29 and
to Hongch'on, whence one division join Support Force 21 at Ch'angbong-
struck sou~th along Route 29. From iii. The armored team reached thle artil-
start points near Route 24 between lery force about 2200. Some of' thle
1longchion and Chip'yong-ni, a division 198t/i Diision forces who had swept
of' the 40/h ArmY and one of' thle 39/li around the 21st meanwhile raced clown
Aimy joined thle puIsh 01. l-Ioengsong b~y both sides of' Route 29, bypassed the
at tacking) southeast.' In the'paith of' American position at Ch'anigbong-nil,
these initial attacks lay the RO K 8th and blocked the road near at bridge
Division. (Map 22) three miles farther south).:

The 120li Iwzseoi, about the same
The ROK 8/h Diision Des/oyed( time, puLshed mor01e str'enlgth thrloutgh

- thle ROK 10th Regiment, Some troop~s
Mioving below H-ongchion astride turn'1ing in behindl both the 10th and

Route 29, the 198/li Division, 66/li Anny, 16th, othe,-s striking southeast toward
hit thle front of the R()K 2 1st Regimient thle m1oun1tainl road leading wvest from
about 2030, then sent forces arounld Route 29. Around midnight thle latter
the regiment's flanks, mainly onl the overrdnM thIe comm'iland Posts Of thle I 0th
w~est through thle gapl)between thie 21st and 16th Regiments onl thle moun.1tainl
and thle R()K 10th Regiment. While the road and cut of'f the ROK 20th and
1981h swung behind thle 2 1st, the 120/li 50th Field Artillery Battalions and
Division, 41/l Armay, penietratedl thle flne Support Team A, also onl the road, by
of the 10th Regiment, and the 11/li e2stablishinig strong blocks between the
Division, 39/li Anny, pushed through thie 'XCipsRi ThIla I lef I oeitgsong,. t1, 1 1
left flanik of the I 6it 11.*2 (:oi 1,l d Lu i I lei. Wo 3d BI 1. 381h hit o [If I o 38thb

X (oi ps Coind Rpt, Nat . Feb 5 1; N Cot ps Rim, t timy 1951I (het Cdi el dlied as immiei L tl). Lii i Ll
h le Battle of I foettgsotg Col WVilliam P. Keleliet, (C Is, Bit. 38(h I oft1 (GO

2Ibid : Li.Cc; Eighth Aim to CI Nd;Ft.. I Mat 51, 3801 lit, 14 FlIeb 51. sub. Sumimtiont of Amton of Ist
sit!: Pel ioi 1ttttie of thle 5t1 and 8th ROK Dijvision.,. Blattlimi.38th tIttaii% lDtt tg the Pet tod 1 L- 2 Febt-
I 1I 13 lebi imi y 1951 o tat y 1951 (het eafter cited as Keheliet Ltt ).
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support units and Route 29. Below the lbers of Keith's own infantry protection,
1201h, the 117t1h Division reinforced its Lt. Col. William 1P. Keleher's 1st Bat-
frontal attack onl thce 16th Regiment talion, 38th Infantry, wvere at the litime
and deepened its penetration of the trying to collect the Sotith Koreans and
regiment's left flank, sending forces deploy themn onl the American l)C
eastward through the ground below rimeter, but with little success. Haynes
thle m1oun1tin road directly toward contacted General Choi, but Choi was
Hoiengsong.) no longer in communication wvith the

By 0 100 onl 12 February cominunica- 2 1 st Regiment and wais, besides, under
tions were ot between ROK 8th Divi- the impression that the 21st wvas inlak-
sion headquarters and all regiments ats ing only the short withdrawail hie had
wvell ats between each regiment and its called for earlier. He did nothing.
sub~ordinates. Boxed between frontal Hlaynes mean~while hesitated to clear
pressure and Chinese to the rear, the Keith's withdrawal wVithlout (;eill
three regiments had started to with- Ruffner's applroval. When hie asked thle
draw; but With thle main threads of coni- division commander, Ruffiner told imii
trol brokeni and the better routes of to check wvith the X Corps artillet y
wit hdrawal blocked, u nits became commandler."
SCI~drated and divided, and most were Ru ffner's dlefetence to corps enipha-
strounded. TIhe rearward move of sized the coinmiand and contrtol ar-
those not trapp)ed steadily disintegrated rangenient for which Genieral Ridgway
tnlto inodiViduail efforts to escape." had expressed concern thle day before.

IMemibers of the 2 1st Regiment strag- As at matter of orders, and ats an even-
gled into the Support Force 21I pe- tua! matter of' prctc in controlling
rimeter at Ch'angbong-ni about 0115. the artillery support forces, unity of'
Tlhe supp~ort force commander, Lt. comnmand in Operation ROUiNDU P was
Col. John WV. Keith, jrin., rep~orted the vested in corps5 headquarters, no lower.
ROK withdrawal to Brig. Gen. Loyal Mi. The arn angement worked Wxell enou1ghl
Haynes, the 2(1 Division artillery coi- dluring the advance. But after the Clhi-
inancler, and asked p-rinissiomi to with- nese engineered thle collapse of the
dlraw~ at little over three miles to at posi- ROK 8thi Division, corps control ihilb-
tion hle f'oi-mnerIly hald OCCU pied just ited the Americani commanders of 5111)-
above thie 3d Battalion, 38th 1 nft-ittry, p~ort forces and of units onl thle line of'
at thle junction o~f Route 29 and the dleparturme in reacting rapidly. How
mountain road le.adiing west. HeI ASO mu1Lch this inhibition assisted tihe Clhi-
re(dLItietd that General H-aynes ask thle nese is mloot. D)elays and piecemeal
ROK 8th D~ivision commainder to stop movements among the smaller Ameni-
hie 2 1st Regiment's withdlrawal uintil can units nevertheless colored thle

Keith grot Support Force 2 1 and Sup)- (Our1Se Of' withldrawail operaitionls.
p)ort [cam B in march order. Mein-

X (.01 % Rpr . 1te Batitle of I loeiigsoiig. Kesstet ot Sippot F ot (e 21 (tieicet e d as 2dl tDiv Am

'esmtilotty. t15 Feb 5t l.it). ttictk t atid 7: Lit. Mat XX'.t ten D). I lodges. 53.
,X Cot ps Rpt. I the Batttle of I tociigsoiig. L. CG( 3801 tlid. to CG; 2d1 Div. 17 F'et :M I.sutb Repoit I i
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InI one instance, Capt. Sherman D. SuI5port Force, 21
jones, the commander of Support
Team A, scorned any need to get lper- Earlier, ats the ROK 8th Division be-
mlissionl to withdraw and fought east gaii to fall back after midnight onl 11
over the blocked mountain road towvard February, the 6611h A rmy comnmander

the B~it~doi~,38thInfntry He widened his a(Ivanice below Hongch'on,
withldrewv a little after midnight amid sendingh the ground fiv ilso CsLOt
uncontrolled ROK vehicles, guns, and throu g s thegon ie milesd eastsof'
troops and under heavy fire fr-om Chi- Route29aintheRK3Dvso.
nese small arms, machine guns, rocket InI thle mold of the atacks along and
launchers, and mortars. Thie last west of Route 29, infiltrating Chinese
A team troo0ps to survive thle move attacked the command post of the 23d
reached thle 3d Battalion, 38th Infantry, Regimeiit and of' one battalion of thle
albout dlawn. Losses included two tanks. 22d af'ter engaging thle Sou~th Koreans
Jones, the tank platoon leadler, and five with heavy frontal assaul-lts. Before the
others were wounded, and nearly at Chinese could get at tralp fuilly Set, thle
hundred Fifty mien were missing.'7 two ROK regiments withdrew to a l)o5i-

Simiilarly, few ROK 8th lDivision tion about !thr-ee miles northeast of'
tr'ops found their way to saf'etv. Most Hongon.
remained encircled in tien11 '1iil A finger' of' thle 197th, about three
and were eventually killed or- captu red. hundlred men, thrust southwest toward
Onl 13 Febr-Uar-Y' aIfte- stra ggqlr linles Ch 'an glong-ni during thle attack and
were set and after Geneiral nAlmonld near 023) onl thle 12th hit Company A,
moved thie division into cor'ps reserve 38th Infant ry, holding thle northeast
at Chlup'o-ri, west of' Chechl'on, tile seCto- of' Support Force 21I's perimeter.
dlivisioin strength stood at 263 of licers 'I'lle Company stood its ground but i'e-
and slightly over 3,000) meni, of' whom lf;le une ir.Touhsil at
about11 half' were division service tr'oops. Ing f'or permission to withldraw, Colo-

Casultis, ethe ded orI'lss' nel Keith meanwhile b~egan to put his
Casualties, either deaI marc mtimssistoodl at 323 of'ficers (among themi the atIr nt nmrhodr

commander and entire staff' of I ie Keith received clearance to move
10th Regiment, the executive of'ficeir back abouit 02415, an hourI and at half'
of' the I (6thI Regiment, seven battalion after hie asked foir it-good ltme coiisid-
corn 1manlers, and thirty company
cominandlers) and 7, 142 men. IDivi- lii c of li 6I(. RNlA(6. to l( I'.ghth A\ my, 22 Feb 5 1
siln eqIu imen t losses mel tLided 14I at- -il- sltit) Lo)sses Sutatinted itAititti Not i of 'Aottpt. I1- 13

lem'v p)eces, 5 antitank gu ns, 68 trucks, '' igiti At rt (.3; Itt1 Sum. 12 1-eb 5i. ib)1(. Lii'

249 i'ad ios, 87 moirtaris, 1 37 irocket Itnes, 0600b andti 650. 12 Feb) 51, N. Cot ps Rpj,. I lie
lauincheis, 164 machine gunls, 102 auto- Batl o IK iuetgsontg. attndi I 4, A:oti of tile I ItII

IO A BMtttill
ilrt ic ifles, 2,389 carbines, and1( 4,096 'X Cot ps Rpt. I fie Battile of l loetigottg. I.A:. I'
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erilig the route his request and its anl- the American fot ce. A mile dowvu thle
swer hiad taken. General Haynes, after road. a)n explosion uinder the second
General Ruf'fuer inIstrutetd hlim to tank br-ought 2d [t. William MI. Mace,
check with corps. consulted Col. Wil- the platoon leader, ouit of the turret
liam P. Eninis, Itr., the corps artillery even ats thle tank, unidaimaged, conin-
commander, around 0130. Colonel tied to move. Machiuc gUnl fireC fi'roni
Ennis, inl turn, spoke to Col. William ij. the left kept M'vace firom getting b~ack
MCaiffl-ey Of thle corps5 chief of staff's inside, and at grenade, apparently
office, who asked General Almond thrown from the ditch onl thle east side
himself. Almond approved the with- of the road, then l)lewv him off the tank,
drawal, and his word p~assedl back from although withoutL WOUnding him. is
MfcCaffrey to Ennis to Haynes to Keith. and the leading tank continued dlown
Almonid was under thle imp~ression, the road, neither crew awvate that Mlace-
however, perhaps because of' the sev- was nto lonlger With theml."
eral hands through which Keithi's re- 'Fhe two tanks gradually outdistanced
(quest had pass5ed,~ that Support Force thle infantry that had started with them
2 1 would wvithdraw to Hoengsong,nIot but mo10\ed nto morc than another mile
,ilst to a position near the 3d Battalion, before the leading tank was hit by at
381th In fant ry." rocket lann herCT I oundI and ran off the

Keith started his witihdrawal about steel) edge of'tihe road and o' erturmied.
0300. Ahead of' thle main body, two T'he following iank attemplted to pass5
tainks and two squads of infantry from but was hit inl the'- engine compartment
Supportl Team B moved to secure the by at grenlcde oi mortar round and Cap-
bridge three mliles soItth,just above thle suecd off' thle opposite side of' thle road.
area to be occupied, unaware that thie '['lie two crews fled into the hills to thle
Chinese had blocked Route 29 near the west, then turned south toward the 3(1
bridge and that t hey now had organ- Battalion, 38th Infint i'y.11
izedl additional fire b~locks above and TLo thie rear, following the same wvest-
beliow% thle cr-ossing, the latter actually wvard drift to ecapel) f ire Coiming inl f'roml
inl the area Keith intended to occu~py. 12 left Of' thle road, Lieu-tenant Mace, the

Chinese machine gunners ovem look- two infantry squads, and at number of'
ilig r-ou-te 29 from thle east harassed SotIth Koreans look cover ini the
hle tank-Imflantry teamt thle moment it ground onl the righti. the gr-otIp IIIOVeC

started souithl.1 '1 linfan"Itry hugged thie South aftei daylight toward thle 3d Bat-
taniks forI p~rotectioni, as did at group of' talilon, 38th Infantry, but became scat-
Soutl h1 KOreanI tr-oops tr-ying to staty with tered during several smnall skii mishecs

with Chinese. The survivors, including
Lii. B~ iig ;eii ( .eoig C Stcwai i, AD(,. 2d Div. to Mace', finally reached the 3(d Battalion

CG2d Div, 19 Feb 51 . mui): Itivestigdi iooi of I Icd\ V 0 3( b
1 osses of Nbirei id tat o and N oiw 'Ii sc ttre itivisien Ini~.(O~c~~ a, 1 1 .,.ARII,..a Behind ihesatrelakim at(
(' dvici ule1d as Stc%%di I Lii). I CStilioii tBctoi team, Colonel Keith's main colum in re-
I- igliili Army K; by Col William 1) Fontsi. ji, ('CG N ceived l heavy smnall al iw, and machine
Fcb SI. I Io(gcs 1.' : N Coi'p% Ai iv 3. l. Elniiii6. 12

"X C~oi 1N Rpi. 'I it( Daub'c of I IoCiigsoiig: Siewa-;ri lbid( . E\lbi' C-IlI anid C->12
L~ii. Ind12. Exluiali C-I 1. 2ud Div Amu It:. I1 . Ibid., ExIiib% (,-[1. C-14. G-15, anui (.-16
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gun I re from the heights east of Route ning engagementf With Chinlese Who
29 while it formed and stretched out followed. As the company pr'epaired to
onl thle road below the support force mnove, the commander, 1st Lt. George
perimeter. As Battery A of the 503d W. Gardner, sighted three 155-mmn.
Field Artillery Battalion, the leading arl- howitzers attached to their M-5 tractors,
tillery unit, started to get its gunTs inl at full ammunition truck, and several
column, a Chinese raiding party dashed Jeeps5 and trailers, all unattached, inl a
onto (lie road from the east, captured roadside paddy southwest Of' his p)osi-
the b)attery com mandler, first sergeant, tion. Gardner's executive off icer located
and( several men, and took them back at least one more howitzer, still inl fir-
into the hills. Chinese gunners mean- ing position. For reasons not clear-, Bat-
while concentrated fire onl vehicles, tery A, 503d Field Artillery Battalion,
damaging many and killing or- wound- to whom the weapons andl vehicles
ing several dIrivers. i)belonged, had withdrawn with only

By 04100 the Chinese had stop)ped one tube. 1
Keith's column, actually before it had Gardner had no men who could
got at full start. Infatry and artillery drive the tractor's and had neither time
troops at thle head of thie columnll nor exlplosives to (lest roy them or- thie
formnied i line Cacing east along thle road howitzers. Company A fought briefly
and r'eturned fire while to the north from the artillery josiuoin, Gardner's
Company A, assigned to he rear- gulard, mlenl uing the machine gun~s moun.11ted
redeployed faicing northwest, north, onl the artillery vehicles un11til thle
and northeast. Enemy forces reengaged ammunition was gone, then left thie
thie company, butl with help fr-oml thle wealth of' weap~ons, artillery ammunlti-
remaining two tanks of Support'l'eam tion, and vehicles to the Chinese. 2
B the rear gruard tr~oops kept the Clhi- (;am'dlner foundl~ thle fifthl weap)on of'
neCse t1 I I rollinig up1 thle Co11umn1i.17 Battery A, 503d 'Field Artillery Batl-

Colonel Keith Iput some artillery tillioli, onl the road where Lieutenaint
p~ieces b~ack inl action near dawn andt Mace's two tanks had been knocked out
laid dlirecti fire onl t lie ridges to the east. and where thle main body of' the supl-
C olonel Keleher t hein dleployed two ii- poi t force also had come nuclei heavy
Ile compatnies, one into thle heights onl mortar and niachine gun fire. Amiong
each sidle of, thle road, while troops onl several vehicles disabled by the fire w~as
thie road Shoved disabled vehicles out( the tractor p)ulling the 155-mmn. howit-
of" thle way and rounlded(l U) repla'e- - ---

mients for missing drivers of' Others. ;iex In. Urn, Lt.Co W;i lliamn 1). IKeiefe ,CO
lt 11n, 38th tnf. to CO 38th tll. 15 Feb 51. sutb.

StuIibborn ies is tanmce slowed K el ehieri's 5t1)l)felll to sit lonnd oll of Amoin mof tile Is( fill

in fint rv east of thle road, butI tile 5UIJ)- 38th lnf. tinintg thie PItid 11--12 Fel) iat 1951

p~ort fo(i'ce Was Movintg be f'ore 0600. ", GmttdnriVe" o fiv t i tilily IdIot icr finding
At lietail f thecoluniii.Cmpany txvo liowitiei s. Sitite Bantet A,1x 503d1 Field Ax title ty
At (le til 0' tie CILIIIIICOMIUIVBattalion, had only five pleces and had taken onle

A backed out of' posit ion just aflter the South, dile ounllt betweenl Gat tnet and Ills exet ixtive
skies lightecned bUt had to fighit a i-1111- of fice was off by one The 15t lx Fteld Ax tilietyll' Banal-

ion Ilei epot ted thie bos of one 105-mmn. lrowit/et

2d Ditv At tv tItl. Indsk I and 7, Kelebeti Iln tibl% weaponl was one of thxose Idpot tedl by Gni duiet \
17b1)1(.. (;,,i ttt Lt cxe( uttee of f et
'2d Ditv Al\ti tI . Ind 7. Kelebei Lit. 2)('atdxet I'll%
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zer. Gardner's men had to manhandle strengthen the p~erimleter against the
the abandoned gun off the road to per- assaults, which wvere growing stronger.
mnit the two tanks with them to pass. 2 I Withdrawing the combined f'orce,

Thie support force received more fire Hoengsong was at logical alternative ex-
at the bridge, another mile south, and cept that. the 3d Battalion remaine~d Li..-
inl the area Just b~elow the crossing dletr X Corps orders to hold the Route
where Colonel Keith had intended to 29-inoutitain road junctiOnl.23
redleploy. As Keith's column pushed A second situation now complicated
through each fire block, Chinese closed at withdrawal to Hoengsong. By the time
inl onl the road behind it and p~ressed Keith and Keleher joined Maixnler,
hard against Gardner's rear guard. those forces of the 117thi Division mlov-
Keith, Judging it impossible to establish lug east below thle mountain road
lpositionls ats planned after coming unl- reached Route 29 and blocked it lbe-
ler- fire below the bridge, moved onl Jo tween I-oengsong and the road junc-

Join the 3d Battalion, 38th Infantry, not tion three Miles north1. ColonelI Cough-
f'ar beyond, and got thle tail of' the col- liii discovered the new block when inl
umnII inlside thle 3d Battalion perimeter response to at request fi om division ar--
about 1000. No careful muster wais tillery hie, sent thle 38th's headquarters
madle after entering, but supp)ort f'orce security latoon~ iln(l ait ltoo firom thle
casualties so far- appeared to exceed regimental tank company north1 oult of'
f'our hundred. Company A had sif- l-loetigsong to hielp Support Force 21
1'ered the highest rate, losing two of i- get thIirough the blocks below
cers and around at hundred tenl men inl Ch'angbong-ni. The' two platoons ranI
its rear-guard alction. Keith, after djscov- into thle Chinese position at mile above
ering that five 155-mtm. howitzers and Hlocnlgsonlg and withdrew after losing
one I 05-mmn. howitzer had been left at tank and hallf'the inlfantr1.1y. Coughlinl
behind, relayed at request to division p~lacedl morta' ild( art-illery firie ott the
fI'O air strike's onl the weaponls.-22 enemy position and called iii air str'ikes,

the first reaching the target around
P'ro th Roa Juctio toHoen~on 1030. lHe also asked f*or thle return'l Of'

Pro (le oadJuntin t J'oe~,ron thle 2(1 Battalion f'ron (division reserve
The 3d Battalion, lby the timel SUIp- inl Wollj 'ilWith at view to sendIlig it fr

po(rt Force 21 ar'rived, hald b~een undler warld to clear the road, but General
filil ad per-iodic aIssaults fr-oml thle Ruf'fner chose not to release it.2-1

noirth1 and northwest f'or some live Ruff'iiet, alt thIC sameI timel, aldvised
hour's. After clearing with t'egimei~ttal Cou~ghlinl to be ready to assume control
commandill~er C:ougl i t his healdcJUar- of' Support Force 2 1 and get it back to
Iers inll oenigsong (although Cotighlinl-l oemgsong. Coughlin recommended
really had no aiut hority over Su~ppor-t that the 3d1 Battalion ASO ret1.1- 11 when-
1'orde 2 1), 3d Battalion c~oimmander Lt. ever hle r-eceived word to withdraw the
C:oi. 11d )1 Miliei (lecploye Ke 1\iis

attilIlery and Keleher's mu fiant ry to 21 \MaIXIK'! . :1 tj()(lges I 1j

N Coi ps Rim, the Battle' of I to{IgsoIng-i n
11)1(1 ~~8, At ici Awon 1(11 11CmviC'', 38th Rd T1 X (0l s A)\ii y
fidS3.Jot. Eni, 11I. 12 Feb, 51; 2d Div~ G3.1-, 'o. ni y 28,

22 tlbi'l 2d 1)11 G3 jai., Limy 57, 1'2 Feb 5I, 12 IFe) 5 1. Noi mn t
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supp~lort for1Ce, lbUt his bid was Ifutile, current locations 011)0thi Support Force
D~enied usc of thie 2dl and 3d Battalions, 21 and Support Force 7. 'Fhe latter,
Coughlinl fCe'Cl thle prIospect Of* pulling Ennis reported, was three miles north
the suppor't force through the interven- of Hoengsong and a mile and a half
ing roadblock withouit being able to do east of Rou~te 29 in the inlitial positionl
mutch more than hie alreCady had clone taken to supplort the ROK 3d Div'ision.
to hielp. While hie might hiave uised the Unaware that General Ru~ffnerl had
attached Netherlands battalion, cur- Just ordered Keith to continue his
rently deployed along thle northern limi- withdirawal, Ennis explained that
its of Hoetigsong, it was the main secu- Keith's force hiad joined the 3d Battal-
r-itV for1ce f'or thle headqutartLers and ionl, 38th Infanitry. Almond ordered
artillery installations inl and below town. bo0th supplort forces to withdraw to
Inl any Case, Coughlinl, Was Under the Hoengsong immediately, fighiting their
impression that changes in- the Nether- way out if necessary. Ennis relayedc the
lands' assignmilenit could come only or-der througj atley canl
fromIl corp1s. 25  around nloonl.

Ar'ouncd 1100 2d1 Division hleadqJuar- Thie prescience of* Almond's order to
tem's received instructions from Geineral Supp~lort Force 7 became clear inl thle
Almond to reconstitute the 38th as at afternoon. Earlier, sometime around
regimental combat team with the 2d1 0900. thle ROK 3d D~ivision had tr-ied to
and 3d Battalions remaining inl place advance against the 1 971/h DiviSion but
until fuirther orders. Almondc lif'tedl the moved only at short distance before
restriction onl thfe 2d1 Battalion not long being hit hard by the Chinese unlit. By
after. but General Ruffner then took 1300 both forward regiments of the
direct control Of thle unlit. H-e alerted ROK 3d were under attack, one stir-
the battalion to lbe pr1epatred to block a ic-iided. Both began to 5g'iht back to-
Chinese force. apparently from thle ward Hoengsong. T1o thle ROK 3d's
1171h Div'ision, observed earlier two right, the ROK 5th D~ivision also starteol
miles southwest of fllegsong. Inl northeast during thle morning toward

transittin Almndl's reconsIItiionl its objectiVes nlear thle corpIs bounldaryV
order- to thle for'ces at thle r-oad junlction, But thle assault regimenits i'an into hard
Ruffner directed Support1' For-ce 21I to counifterat tacks by the North Korean V
withdraw to l-oengsong. Colonel Corp)s, which now appeared to be join-
Couighlin was to control the withdrawal, ing thle advance onl l-oengsong, andl ly
but With his use of thle 2d and 3d Battal- ealyh afternloonl were withldrawing to es-
ions still restricted, lie was too weak to cape being enveloped. With both' ROK
hlelp thle suppor01t for-ce. 2 ", divisions fialling back east of* Route 29,

General Alnmoncd meanwhile lea! ned their su pportintg art ill1ery' )oteii illy
of' his misconception about Colonel faced a situation similar to that, of' Stlp-
Keith's movement when lie asked his p)ort Force 2 1.~
artillery officer, Colonel Enlnis, for. thle

L:. d Dv 63j;:. Enr: i9.12 ib~d2c~i~vAix ' Eiini<I'e-atinoiny 16 FO)b51.

W; Jtil. Entries5 59. 67. 7 1. aind 7-1, 12 eb 5I l id. 12 Feb 51. 2d D~iv ;2 lnii. 12 Feb 51.
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Lt. Col. Barney 1). White, the Sup- of Colonel Keleher's infaintry moving
p)ort For-ce 7 commander, decided thrlou~gh thle high ground on both sides
against withdrawing over the route hie of' Route 29 to prIotct thle mnotor Col-
had used to reach his current position Umin and remaining foot troops onl the
since it led west to the bridge on Route road. Both Support Team A and Sup-
29 where Keith's forces had come till- port Tream B remained with Colonel
cler- fire. White had sent a reconnais- Maixner to help defend the perimeter
sance p~arty west to investigate, and it which was still under assault. Mortair
had been ambushed even b~ef ore it and artillery fire and air strikes ar-
reached the bridge. H-e notified corps rangred by Colonel Cotighlin p)ounided
neadiquarters that hie would mnove due thle ridges ahead of' the support Foirce,
east to the Twinnan-mul River, which butL Keleher's men almost immediately
flowed southwest lpaSt thle northern r-an into strong r'esistance and lost mo1-
edge of' Hoengsong, then f'ollow a meCII.ntu after a mile. Keleher commlit-
pimitiv'e road through the Twinnanl- ted the r'emainder of his battalion,
iii valley. The lie-used iroadl was ice bt it Was not enough04 to reCvitaliZe

coated and in p)oor shape, butt White his attack." Z
had engineers who could make hasty About the time Keleher's attack
rep~airs. With no interfer'ence from thle stalled, word reached Colonel Cough-
enemy, White got his coIlunmI Stalted at lin that the 118th RegrimentI, ROK 3d
1500 andI[ pulled out his rear guard Division, assembledl about three miles
about two hours later. 29 east of Hoengsong, wotild send at battal-

At the same time, thle 674thi and 96th ion north astride Rotite 29 at 14100 to
Field Artillery Battalions, which had help open the road. General Almond
been SuL)I)or-tinlg the ROK 5th D~ivision had ordered this attack shortly after in-
f'rom positionis six miles east of Hoeng- StRICting thle ar-tilleryV stipport1 for1ces to
song, moved to new iring positions withdraw. Support Team E (Company
f'our miles south. At the time, General G, 187th Air'borne Regimental Combat
Bowen. tile 187th Airborne Regimien- Tream, and a platoon from thle 72d
tal Combat Team commander and co- Tank Battalion), also assembled nearby,
ordinator of' these two artillery bat- was to accomnlNly thle South Koreans.
talions, expected the ROK 5th Division T[he assistant commander of the ROK
to make at stand above the new artillery 3(1 Division was to head the force, but
positions in defelnse of' l-oengsonig. Thie Almond assigned the corps ar-mored
I st Battalion of the combat team, which of'ficer, Lt. Col. jack F. Wilhin, to co-

earlier had taken at blocking position ordinate the organiz.ation and opening
below the ROK 5th, moved back with of' thle illf ' mtry-armIlor advanlce. Cotigh-
thle tilliv- Units.30 liii had no Part Inl It at all:~

Colonel Keith mleanwhile led Sup- The Sotuth Korean battalion was late
por Force 21 south fr-om the roacljunc- getting started, then advanced only at
tion just beforeC noon, two comnaiies half mile north of Hoengsong onto thle

Imnerv. EitghthI Atin 16I with t Col (:01 m 1~toe ). Kc t hete Lie t i: I lodges Lni Not m Dit tr.
White. CO 4i91h i-A liii andi Sl- 7. -19th P'A lii 6Wto Initel % . Ligi th At mo) it. w il Lt Coijia~ I. Wiimi.
Rpt no. 131 12 Feb 5 1. Acig Atitioted Off'. X Corps: Noitmn Lii: H odges

X Corps Rpt.,The BaotId oft I oeiigoiig. tm .tiSewait U tr. Indtt 2. EI'Ihii C-1
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first hills above the Twinnan-mul. Sup- to tile left of the ROK III Corps, whose
port Team E moved only as far as the line now bulged out to the north far
river's lower bank. Observing the short beyond the X Corps front. To back up
advance and halt, Coughlin's operations the South Koreans and secure tile corps
officer, Maj. Warren D. Hodges, sought east flank in depth, the 31st Infantry
out the South Korean commander and of General Ferenbaugh's 7th Division
argued for continuing the advance.The was to occupy positions at Todon-ni,
ROK officer refused. His orders, ie a road junction four miles below
insisted, were to take the hills ie now P'yongch'ang. Ferenbaugh's 32d In-
occupied and hold them only until fantry, still holding positions between
dark. His one concession was that ie Chech'on and Yongwol, would lend
would remain in position until the further depth, and the 17th Infantry,
forces withdrawing frIom the roadjunc- now scheduled to assemble in corps re-
tion passed through. : :  serve near Wonju, could be committed

Coughlin did not have tile authority to
to order the South Korean-American To improve control, Almond during
force farther up Route 29, but ie had his talk with Ridgway requested that
finally regained his 3d Battalion to as- tile ROK I Corps headquarters be at-
sist the withdrawal from the roadjunc- tached to the X Corps to take charge of
tion. General Almond released the bat- the ROK 3 d and 5th I)ivisions. General
talion from its blocking assignment Kim and his staff, by virtue of past serv-
at 1430."" ice under Almond in northeastern

Just before releasing the battalion Al- Korea, were experienced in joint opera-
mond had discussed corps operations tions and were well acquainted with tie
with General Ridgway, who flew into X Corps staff. Ridgway approved. FieAlmond's Wonjul headquarters a little arranged to have General Kim and a
past noon. Almond annou~nced that le partial staff flown into the X Corps sec-
now planned to give up 1 Hoen1gsong and tor oil tie l3th and to have Kim's re-
defend Wonju. His formal order issued maining staff follow by truck. The ROK
late in the day called for the 2cl Division, Capital Division, in the meantime, was
with the 187th Airborne Regimental to pass to ROK Ill Corps control.:"
Combat Team attached, to defend a Colonel Coughlin, after receiving
long line which from an anchor on the word of the 3d Battalion's release about
west at Chip'yong-ni stretched out to 1600, instructed Colonel Maixuer and
the southeast and east, passing two Colonel Keleher to drive through the

miles north of Wonju and continuing roadblock with the I st Battalion attack-
nine miles beyond the town. In tile right ing on the east side of tie road, the 3d
portion of the corps sector, the ROK Battalion on the west, and the motor
3dI and 5th Divisions were to stand be-
iween Route 29 and the co r ps east Slaff Sec Ri)t, Of1icc of theCG: Eighth Army, Feb
boundalry some seven miles farther 5 1. Ind 12; Eighth Army G3 Jil. Sum. 12 Feb 51;
north. Placing the South Koreans on ibid., Entiis I116 and 1605, 12 Feb 51: X Coips
this forward line would i ("1" K oRpi. Nar, Feb 51; X Cot O0 10,f (I ,ldfnn-S

this..........line w: uld feilIi ios). 2 Feb 51.
'" X Cot ) Cored Rpt. Nar, Feb51: Rad. GX-I- 1287

11)1(1._ KG, CG Eighth Army to C/S ROKA and CG X Corps.
" StewaIt I 1. 12 Feb 51.
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column between them. Maixner disen- through artillery channels. He had be-
gaged at the road junction and joined lieved Colonel White's force to be some-
Keleher in the attack by 1800. The two where behind his own on Route 29."
battalions were able to move, but only Under the corps order placing him
at a costly creep. Chinese mortar, ma- in charge of American troops in
chine gun, and small arms fire mean- Hoengsong, Coughlin now could use
while continued to punish the motor Support Force 7 to help the forces with-
columnn. Coughlin's inability to assist drawing over Route 29. He notified
with an attack north out of Hoengsong Colonel Baker (who was unaware of the
was clearly enfeebling the withdrawal.' new command arrangement until

A little after 1800 Colonel Wilhm, Coughlin told him) that the support
the corps armored officer, came into force artillery should withdraw to
the 38th Infantry command post to no- Wonju but that Baker's infantry battal-
tify Coughlin to take charge of all ion would be sent north to help clear
American troops in the Hoengsong Route 29. Baker left Coughlin to give
area. Wilhm had got this word from these instructions to Colonel White, still
corps when he called his headquarters northeast of town with the remainder
to report the short South Korean ad- of Support Force 7, and then to return
vance above Hoengsong. The restric- to Coughlin's command post for fur-
tion to American forces prevented ther word on the attack north."0

Coughlin from using the South Korean When Baker radioed Coughlin's in-
battalion to help his withdrawing forces, structions to Colonel White, he learned
but he at least could employ Support that a 155-am. howitzer and its tractor
Team E. Hie placed his regimental tank had slipped off the road about a mile
company commander in charge of the northeast of Hoengsong where the road
support team and ordered him to link was little more than an icy ledge in a
up with the forces coming from the steep ridge bordering the Twinnan-
north. The tank company commander, mul. Considerable road work was
spearheading with two of his own tanks, needed at that point before the re-
started the tank-infantry team up Route mainder of' the motor column could
29 within Minutes. 8  continue.",

Around 1900 Coughlin discovered The ROK 3d and 5th Divisions, the
troops of Support Force 7 to be mov- latter being followed by forces of the
ing through Hoengsong. Lt. Col. Baker, North Korean V Corps, meanwhile were
commanding the 2d Battalion, 17th passing south through the area east of'
Infantry, was directing his foot troops H-oengsong en route to their newly as-
and the leading serial of' artillery into signed defense line. Ahead of the South
an assembly southeast of' town. Up to Koreans, General Bowen was pulling
this moment, Coughlin had not known his infantry battalions and the 674th
of Support Force 7's withdrawal and 96th Field Artillery Battalions back
through the Twinnan-mul valley, which to Wonju. A KMAG officer with the
had been worked ott with corps - l

, Ibmd.; 49gth I-A BI Unit Rim no. 135, 1U ,eb :0.
7 M.ami'nct' Im; Kelci l.tr: No tm Ltr. ' Ibid.
'I lnierv, IFIghth Amy Id with Wilhmn: Stewart ImL.t Enntis Testinony, 16 Feb 5 1 : 49th FA Bn Unt

Inc 2, Exhibit C-1. Rpt no. 131, 12 Feb 51. and no. 135, 13 Feb 51.
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South Koreans passing nearest Hoeng- Colonel Coughlin intended that the
song informed Colonel Baker that the forces coining in from the north con-
enemy forces following the ROK 5th tinue through Hoengsong, reorganize
Division had cut the lateral road stretch- in an assembly area three miles south
ing eastward fiom H-oengsong which of town, then proceed to the new de-
the leading troops of Support Force 7 fense line at Wonju. Support Force 7
had used to reach their assembly south- was to do likewise as it came in from
east of town. Although the cut was the northeast. Coughlin's own head-
beyond the support force assembly, quarters and remaining troops, except
Baker began to pull the leading troops for the Netherlands battalion and part
and trucks back into Hoengsong and of the regimental tank company, were
reassemble them along Route 29 south already on the way out of Hoengsong.
of town. He was still shifting forces The Netherlands battalion was to con-
around 2200 when the remainder of tinue covering the passage of the with-
Support Force 7 began to arrive from drawing forces, then act as rear guard
the northeast, and he had yet to return en route to Wonju. The regimental
to Colonel Coughlin's command post tankers were asseinbled just below
for his attack order." 

2 town, prepared to attack any roadblock
At that late hour an attack up Route the Chinese might establish between

29 by Baker did not appear necessary. Hoengsong and Wonju.'I
Suffering moderate casualties and los- Coughlin's plan was interrupted not
ing one tank, Support Team E had long after the leading units coming
fought forward for about a mile and a down Route 29 entered loengsong,
half and joined Coughlin's forces corn- when Chinese forces attacked all along
ing south around 2100. After the E the line of the Netherlands battalion
team tanks turned around and took the and soon afterward began to press hard
lead, the combined force, though still from the flanks and rear on the with-
receiving heavy fire from left and right drawing column still strung out on
and still obliged to attack Chinese posi- Route 29. Had the ROK battalion not
tions bordering tile road, was able to withdrawn ahead of' schedule, it now
move south at a steady pace. By the would have been of'considerable help. 5

time the force reached the position One of the first enemy jabs at the
taken by the ROK battalion a halfimile Dutch penetrated their line and
above Hoengsong, the South Koreans reached the Lattalion command post.
already had withdrawn to rejoin their Lt. Col. M. P. A. den Ouden, the battal-
division. But this premature departure ion commander, led headquarters
seemed of no consequence. Before troops in a successful attack to elimi-
2200 the long column began to pass nate the penetration but was killed by a
behind the Netherlands battalion posi- grenade. Members of' Colonel den
tions along the tipper edge of -loeng- Ouden's staff also were killed or
song. 3  wounded. l)espite these grave losses at

SC .l battalion headquarters, the Dutch line
2 X Co ps Rpt. The Batle of locingsong; 4t9th FA conlpanies held mt tile edge of town

Bn Unt Rpi no. 135. 13 Feb 51; Stewat t. In h2,

'3 Stewart iar, Incl 2. Exhibit C-I: Norum Di: Siwart Lt, Incl 2. Exhibhit (;-I: Ilodges Ltr.
I lodges L r; Maixncr Lir. No um Utr M:r x N et Lt..
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while Support Force 7 scurried toward with no further encounter. Support
town from the northeast and Coughlin's Force 7 casualties suffered above and
othei forces struggled to get in over below Hoengsong totaled 12 killed, 125
Route 2.. "6 wounded, and 53 missing. The major

Support Force 7 received small arms, equipment losses were 35 vehicles, the
machine gun, and mortar fire as Colo- 155-mm1. howitzer that slipped off the
nel White led it out of the Twinnan- road, and an M-16 antiaircraft weapon
ntul valley, and considerable confusion that threw a track above Hoengsong." 8

occurred inside Hoengsong as White's Colonel Coughlin's colum1n coiming
colunm merged with the vehicles Colo- toward Hoengsong on Route 29 was
nel Baker was moving through town. less fortunate. Behind those forces
But Baker pushed part of his infantry leading the column into Hoengsong, a
back toward White to help keep eneny mortar round struck a 2/a-ton truck
forces away fron White's flanks, and towing a 105-mm. howitzer, and the two
artillerymen at White's rear managed jackknifed across the road. The occu-
to ward off enemy troops attemjpting pants of the truck were either killed or
to roll up the colunn. These efforts scattered, and an alert Chinese machine
and excellent covering fire fron the gunner opened sustained fire on the
Dutch kept losses low and allowed Sup- cab to prevent anyone frol trying to
port Force 7 to pass behind the Neth- reach and restart the vehicle. The one
erlands battalion by 2330.4 7  chance of pushing the wreckage off

Baker's battalion helped cover the road evaporated when Lieutenant
Hoengsong for another hour while Mace's two tanks, the only ones not al-
Colonel White started the artillery units ready in Hoengsong, merely moved
down Route 29 toward Wonju. Baker's around the obstruction through a bor-
troops then mounted their own trucks dering rice paddy and went into town.
to bring tp the support force rear. High paddy (likes made it impossible
Part of the artillery reached Wonju for the trucks, mlany of them pulling
without further trouble, but as this seg- howitzers, to bypass the wreckage as the
ment passed a point about a mile and a tanks had done. Enemy forces mean-
half below Hoengsong, Chinese forces while began to squeeze the colun
crowded in on tie road from the west from the flanks and rear.Y'
and opened fire. Some twenty vehicles The troops caught behind the ob-
ran the gauntlet before the fire grew struction had no alternative except
too heavy to risk. Colonel Baker, bring- to abandon vehicles and guns and mhove
ing up infantry and some of Coughlin's south on foot. Many did not reach
tanks from the rear, attacked and de- safety, among them Colonel Keith.
stroyed the enemy position, allowing Those able to escape, as they neared
the support force to move on to Wonju Hoengsong and discovered the Nether-

lands battalion engaged, drifted west
X Corps Rpt, The Battle of I oigsong: Notum to get away fror the fire fight, by-

l.t; Litl, ben Mi. 13. Ridgpay to m,. M. P'. A. den

Ouden, 20 mar 1, copy in CMiI.
7 r. 1' Col Barney 1) 'White, CO .19th FA Bn and '49th FA Bn Unit Rpt no. 135, 13 Feb 51; hnterv.

SF7, to CG 2d )iv, 17 Feb 51, sub: Evacuation of'19th Eighth Atmy IG with White
Field Artillery Battalion Ftom Osan-ni. Kotca, ,49th ) StewaitUt . hIcl2, Exhibits C-7.C-lO. C-l ,and
FA Bn Unit Rpt no. 135, 13 Feb 51. G-12; Maixnet L.tr: Kelche Lu.
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passed Hoengsong, then reCturned to 'r-AtuLt -1-.OSStES IIN MAJOR UNI i
Route 29 below town. After reorganiz- 1 1-13 FEBRUARY 1951

ing behind thle cover of the Netherlands
battalion, they moved onl to Wonju.-
The D)utch broke contact and followed -- --

just before 0100. Chinese flooded ROK
Hoengsong after the Dutch withdrawal 3d Division .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... 1.238

but made no motion to pursue, and 5ith Division. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .... 1

since Colonel Baker already had elinii- 8ith iiso .aa.e. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 465

nateci the only enemy position south TtlRKcsilis........ 98-

of' town, Coughlin's forces reached U.S. and U.N.l 7 )
2d Division... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 6XWonju with no further contest.," (indttides 38th~ fl~liy.

attilleiy with Suppoit Foice 21

Vie oststanks with Suppot T eam B.
i/u-' OS/SNethet hod'% battalion. andl

Given the conditions of' the enemy 7th ot~"11 A)'~~i..............9

attack and the corps withdrawal, a (Stt1)Iomt roice 7)
breakdown-i of' X Corps casualties into 187th Aiboine Regimental Combat
categories of' killed, woi nded, and miss- Tfllam.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... 59

ing was not possible for some units, es- (includes Support Team E, 6741th
pecillythe OK th ivisonand Field Artillet y Battalion, and 96th
;)ecilly he RK 8t Divsion and Field Attilet', Battalion)

hardly certif iable for any. TFotal casual- TFoial U.S.'anld U.N. casialne', . .. 2.018
ties sutffered between nightfall onl I I otal (astialties. ... .. .... 11.862

February and daylight onl the 13th were
around 11,800-9,800 South Koreans,
1 ,900 Americans, and~ 100 Dutch ' itzers, 277 other crew-served weap~ons,
(Ffable 4) 6 tanks, 195 radios, and 280 vehiCcs. 5 2

'Fhe equipmlenit toll was correspond- General Ridgway initially considered
ingly hecavy. MaJot' items lost by the these high equipment losses evidence
ROK 3d, 5th, and 8th Divisions, mostly of weak leadership. "While there is
by the last, included 14 105-mim. howit- nothing sacrosanct about a piece of
zex's, 901 other cu'ew-served weapons, artillery, compar'ed to thle loss of the
390 radios, and 88 vehicles. American lives of' men," hie wr'ote General Al-
units and[ the Nether'lands battalion lost mond onl the 13th, "1 (don't expect tc
14 105-mmn. howitzer's, 6 155-mm. how- hear' againl Of Such ioss ats r'epoted to

mcl this mor01ning Of five 155 Hows of
X Corps Rill, The Battle of I Ioengsong; 2dl l)i,' Battery A, 503rd. It is piia f'acie indi-

3Jill. Entuic', 7 anld 17, 13 Feb 5I: Norom L~tr: cto ffut edisi f511U
Stewart Imn. Indl 2. Exhibits C-7, C-I10. and C-1 I. imotnsmechl."501[ieFl

Figmes comtpiledl from~ X Cotp Rp5 j. '' Battle -ti'ti sm celo.'r OnIefl
of flIoeitgsong; Lti, Eighth Army IG to c(; jlil lowing day hie instructd his inspectOt'
At my. 12 Mai 5 1, soib. Report od Investigation Coll-
cem ing the Loss of Equipmnent by X Corps; I .t Col -

Eg Woffli' Asst IC Eighith At my. TIabtulationt of' 1 1.t Col EtigenelWolk.e Ass( RC Eighth Army.TIab'
Pet somnel L-osses Sit!! ered by X (,of I)$ unitb. J , -!3 iIaion of1 Major I temns of' Equipntl I .ost by X Corps
Febrttat y 19,51; M. emlo. X Cor-ps (;I to c(; X Cot ps, Utnits, 11-13 Febitoat" 1951.
13 Ieb 5 1. sub: Castualties, I 1-- 13 Vebi ttary 1951 -, Iad, A Ltr. Gen Ridgwa'y to Get Almontd, 13 Feb 5 1.
X 17780, CG X Corps to CG Eighth At my. 13 Feb 5 I. (oj) ift C! i.
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280 EBB AND FLOW

general to investigate all "tile circum- faulty leadership, and all the facts onl
stances attending the loss by X Corps this are not evident yet." 56

ofartillery pieces and other major items Recalling Ridgway's earlier concern
of equipment on or about 12 February for ROUNDUP control arrangements,
1951. "'  Almond assured him that "tle opera-

Almond was equally disturbed by the tion, as conceived and coordinated,
heavy loss of equipment, especially the included the protection of the U.S.
loss of fourteen howitzers by the 15th artillery units involved and was, in my
Field Artillery Battalion and five by the opinion, all that could be desired. It
503d, and by what he considered exces- worked out as planned except for 2
sive personnel casualties among all 21 battalions of infantry and I of artillery
Division units that had supported the which became enmeshed in the off-
ROK 8th I)ivision. Late on the 13th he slaught of Chinese who poured through
directed General Ruffner to investigate the ROK formations. There has never
and report the underlying reasons. been any loss of control of the major
He was particulairly critical of Support units." 51

Force 2 I's halt at the road junction po- The 21 Division report, rendered
sition of the 3d Battalion, 38th Infantry, five days later, absolved Support Ioi ce
believing that losses would have been 21 of any command deficiency. Gen-
fewer had the support force continued eral Stewart, the assistant division
directly to Hoengsong. He took this commander who conducted the inquiry
preliminary view from an impression for General Ruffner, concluded that
t'lat Sulpport Force 7, on the other there had been only "strong, coura-
hand, had withdrawn immediately af- geous, and aggressive" leadership at
ter being ordered back and that this all levels. Support force commander
prompt move accounted for its lighter Colonel Keith had withdrawn friom
losses. Pending receipt of Ruffner's Ch'angbong-ni as soon as cleared to do
report, Almond presumed that "aggres- so, had not yet received orders to pro-
sive leadership on the part of com- ceed to Hoengsong when he stopped
manders concerned was lacking." " and joined the 3d Battalion of the

If in softer terms, he repeated much 38th Infantry, and had macid every ef-
the same view on the i4th when lie re- fort to reaich Hoengsong as soon as
plied to General Ridgway's note of such orders reached him. The cause
admonition. Without being specific, but of the losses in equiplment and personl-
obviously referring to Support Force nel among 2d Division units, General
21, he told Ridgway that "in only one Stewart testified, was the sudden and
instance, now under investigation, have complete defeat of the ROK 8th Divi-
I found loss of U.S. equipment due to sion with little or no warning to the 2dt

Division forces. He recommncded that
there be no similar intermingling of

""Memo, Oftfic of the CG Eighth Army for The
Inspector Gcnetal. Hcadquarters, Eighth AtimN. 1.1 ...... ...
i L) 5i. '" Lu. Gcn Aimond to Gen Ridga). iM. Feb 5i,

" Rad. X 17778, CG X Corps to CG 2d Div, 132321 copy in CMII.
Iel, 51. ' Ibid.
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U.S. and South Korean units in the efforts and to break ... the roadblocks
future. "1 that delayed the withdrawal of the

The Army investigation confirmed friendly units located north." Hence,
Stewart's findings. All losses, in both the heavy toll was a result of enemy
men and materiel, stemmed from "the action and not attributable to the
surprise and overwhelming attack of at "fault, neglect, incompetence, acts or
least four CCF Divisions and two NK omissions of the U.S. Commanding
Divisions ... against numerically infe- Officers concerned." ,
rior and widely spread forces of the Ridgway accepted this explanation
8th and 3d ROK Divisions." In chain but did not withdraw a warning he had
reaction, the rapid disintegration of the issued on the 14th. The "loss or aban-
ROK 8th Division "exposed the left donment to enemy of arms and equip-
flank of the [X Corps] salient and per- ment in usable condition," he notified
mitted the enemy forces in strength to all corps commanders and the KMAG
advance rapidly to positions in the rear chief, General Farrell, "is a grave of-
and along the MSR, thus blocking the fense against every member of this
only route of withdrawal for the tanks, command. I shall hereafter deal se-
artillery and motor elements caught verely with commanders found re-
north and west of Hoengsong." In this sponsible and shall expect you to do
unexpected situation, "there [were] likewise." o
insufficient US or other UN forces
available to the X Corps Commander Lu, Eighth Atm) IG to CGEtghth At my. 12Mar
or the 2d U.S. Infantry Division Coln- 51.,ub: Report of Itnvestugatton Concerning tile Loss

of EqttipienIt b) X Corps.mander to form a task force of suffi- ChekShlp. EtgtthAt my Chiel of'Stafto iG. 22
cient strength to defeat the enemy's Mat 51. sub. Investigattoi Coet ting tie Loss of

Equipnment Iy X Cots R6d. (;X TAC 7 KCG. C(;
Fighth Army to CG I Corps. I X Cot ps. X Cot ps. and

; Stewat I IL KMAG. I F- 51
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CHAPTER XV

Defending the Wonju Line

The' X Corps Position, 13 February east boundary, anld thle bulk of the 32d
Infantry was concentrated inl Chech'on.

Thie Chinese entering Hoengsong The remnants of thec ROK 8th Division,
madec no immediate effort to follow the of possible help, remained at Chup'o-ri,
2d D~ivision clown Route 29. General wvest of Chiech'on. Available for employ-
Almond nevertheless expected the next ment either at corpls center or in thle
hard blo0w to come at the X Corps cen- east, the bulk of' thle 17th Inifanitry of'
ter and onl 13 February ordered Gen- General Ferenbaugh's division was as-
eral Ru~filer- to organize strong posi- sembleci inl Wonju '

tions before Wonju. Given the 18th Almond modified the defense assign-
RegTiment of the RON 3d Division as ments of the ROK 3d and 51lh Divisions
well as the 187th Airborne Regimental inl thle east sector early onl the 13th af*-
Combat Team by Almond, Ruffner set ter learning that North Korean forces
the airborne unlit astride Route 29 two were following the South Koreans as
miles above Wonju and p~ut the ROK they withdrew fr-om the Hoengsong
regiment onl its east. Standing to the area and that both divisions needed re-
west of' the 1 87th were the 38th 1 nfan- organizing after their punishment
try and thle 1st Battalion, 9th Infaintry. above Hoenigsong. Inisteadi of' manning
T1hus, the 2d Division's defense of' a forward line at the X Corps r'ight as
NWonj ~ pr1oper ranged fr'om thr'ee miles Almond had ordered onl thle 12thl, tile
cast to eight miles weSt of' tWnI. The tWo diviSionIs were to Occupy positions
remainder of thle 9th fIf'anltiy, in divi- farthder South Onl linle With and between
Sion reser've, manned two blocking 1)0- thie 2d1 Division at W~onju and the 3 1 st
sitions southwest of WonJu along the Infantry of thle 7thi Division near

road To o. Pyongh'ang. A regiment of (lhe ROK
TfO thle east, the units of the 7thi Divi- 5thi Division Was to occupy) Malta-i'i, five

sion onl whom Almond counted to miles above 1Fyongchanig, to tic the new
deepen the defense inl the right hialf' of X Corps line to the bulginlg front1 of thle
the corps sector also were well es- ROK Ill Corps. (Almond instr'ucted thie
tablished. The 31Ist Infainti'v held posi- ROK I II Corps also to lace a regiment
tions b)elow 1ryonlgch1ang at the corps near Mlalta-ri to strengthen the connec-

tiou1.) 'he two RON divisions were still

1 3 F(1)51: X Cot psComnd Rpt. Nat. Fet, X Corps 2~ Eighth A rmy G3.Jul. Sum and Simiatiott Oved ay.
0 1 1 05, 13 Feb 5 1. 13 Feb i X (.oi J)s (:010 Rjit. Nat. Feo 5 1.
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moving ward these newCI positions at ing behind and trapping the combat
nighitfall oil thle 13th.3  team.")

While arranging the deeper with- indications that the Chinese would
clrawal of the South Koreans, Almond exploit the gap) already had appeared,
decided also that the 23d Regimental the fir-st onl 12 Febru'Ll- whenl the 1st
Combat Team should withdraw from Battalion of the 9th Infantry, then hold-
its advanced position at Chip'yong-i ing Hill 444 four miles east of
onl the 'orpIs wvest flank to thle Yoju area Chip'yong-ni, received an) attack by two
fifteen miles south. He could move Chinese battalions and widiiew to its
Colonel Freeman's force that farl back present position northwest of' Wonju.
and still mneet his continuing Opera- Air observers noted other Chinese
tion Ti-iLTNDERBOLT' respo nsibili ties of movements toward the gap) during the
maintaining contact with the IX Corps morning of the I13th, some toward the
at YoJu, preventing enemy movements 2d Division reconnaissance company
south of the Yoju-Wonju line, and east of'Chuam-ni. At General Ruffner's

mnaki ng diversionary efforts to the dlirection, Company L o thle 9th Infanl-
north., try rein forced the reconnaissance comn-

Almond's decision to pull the 23d pany around noon, arl'iVing just ahead
Regimiental Combat Team back to the of ain attack from thle northeast. When
Yoju stemmiied from (;enei al Ruffnier's thle Chinese puIlledl away late in thle af-
insufficient strength to 111,111 all of' thle ter-noonl and moved north in anl appar-
2c1 Division's twenty-mile front between ent attempt to encircle the blocking
Wonjii and Chip'yong-ni. Ther'e was, for'ce, RUl'l'ner Or'deredl thle two comllpa-
as a remult. a twelve-mile gap between nies west into a new b~locking position
the 1st Battalion of' the 9th Infantry, onl Route 24 at ChUaml-ii
the westernmost Unit dlef'ending Wonju, The Chinese, now at least wvithn twVo
and( tile 23(1. Trhis gap left Freeman's miles of Route 24, probably woul~d C~
force isolated and in clanget' of encircle- the 23d Regimental Combat Team's
mnent. The 2d1 Division reconnaissance main supp~ly route. An alternative arte-
comnpany, senl ou t ear'lier to pl)-toi 1-at I'oad, Route 24A, lay nearert the
Route 24, thie combat team's mnain suip- Hln, its lower segment resting in the
ply I'oute, was somle six railes south of' IX Corps sectot'. But Onl thle l1hCli
Chip'yong-ni blocking aitpass two miles nese had skir'ted the Chip'yong-ni posi-
out onl a lateral r'oad branching eaist- t ion onl the west and diriven of'f';) 24th
waird from Rouite 24 at the village of' Division outpo)1st onl thle alterniate r'oute
Chulaml-ni. But11 although thle compan-y
thus stood at the midpoint of the gap),--
it could scar-cely le counted onl to prte - X Corps Rpn. Baftue of Cip'vOng'n; 2dI D~i% i'O

vent at Strong elnmy foi'ce fi-omj m1ov- 511). 13 Feb 51. 'i'cstiinon Befoic Eighth; Am n~ t1
b% ]- Ui LV\incenti W. Laiig. 2d iDiv RCii Co (hce afer

iie(I as i ang T'ei unu). *1Ma 1.~
'ihhAi m% U3ijid. Stun. 13 Feb 51i. X Corps "' iighuh At mv (;3jn1. Sumt. 12 I'b5 1I: Eighthl Army

CidRpt. Nar. Feb 5i 1; Ca(u ps 01 105. i13 Feb 5 1: GI1 Miictig iff CG. I Fcb Si: Lighth Aiumy (3. Jol.
Raud. N 1775 I. CG X Cot j)s to Chief1 KMAG. 122201 Liiiu 20:10, i13 Feb .51: Lti. Eighth ArvII~ R; to (:(;
1:0) 5 1. ELiglulh \fit)%. 13 Mar 51. sub: Inivcstigation of 2d

2270 KGOO. CG Eighth Au myl> to CG X d.orf)S 2$J.uu 12 E\uifiifs- Raud. X 17780. CG X Corps to CG Eighth
51 (Confi'rmns oua iii nst uct ioius of 2:51a m y~n01 ). At myw. 12 F'eb 5 1.
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at Koksui-ri. four miles south of existed south of' the 38th par'allel.
Chip'yong-ni. Route 24 A was now likely Should the latter prove the case, hie
llockedl.' woul1d r-equeIst inlstruLctions.- from1 Wash-

General Almond's decision to with- ington.1)
draw thle 23d1 Regimcntal Combat While hie now believed that thle Chi-
Team, however, Was about to lbe re- nese couild not achieve at decisive vic-
versed. At noon onl the 13th General tory, he Judged that as long as "Mcan-
MlacArthuir landed at Suwon air-field for churia is immune to our attack." thle)-
his second visit to Korea since General had enough offensive power to force
Ridgway had assumedl corn mand of thle U-NC withdrawals. Consequently, his
Eighth i-rmy. Riclgway took the oppor01- immilediate panI Was to hold thle lineC of'
tunlity to chieck once more with him the the Han upl to thle point of at major and
fundamental basis of his operations, decisive engagement. "It Is imlpossib~le
namely that thle acquisition of terrain to lpredict, where. once We with~draw
mecant nothing except ats it facilitated from11 this linle, the situation will again
thle destruct ion of enemy forces and the stabilize," hie reported. "but stabiliza-
conservation of' his own. MacArthlur tionl will be certain. T1he capability of'
agreed but added thilt Ridgway shoul.1d the enemy is inversely and geConietri-
hold strongl' to the line of thle Hanl cally proportionate to hlis distance from11
RiverY. 0 thle' Yalu." 10

I-blding(I at hie Hanl was part of Riclgwav assur-ed tMacArthutr that hie
IMacArthur'11s latest repIor-t to Washing- fuIly intenClded to keep the I and IX
tonl, submitted onl 1 I February. ev-a I- Corps at thle Han. Working against
ating what couldf be achiev'ed inKorea Ridgway's intention was anil increased
based onl the policy of confining thle likelihood that the Chinese now inl and
fightinga to Korea and onl the( oeneral we-st of lIoenasong would attempt to
belief-with which hie now agreed-that enter thle Iln valley and envelop is
UNG forces could withstand all enemy western forces. A23d Regimental
attempts to drive them off the penin- Combat Team withdrawal from
sula. "It can be accepted as at basic fact, Chip'VotIg-ni would remlove a prinlicipal
lie ro-poried. "that, unless authority is strongpoint blocking Chinese access to
given to s; t'ike enemy batses in %fanl- thle vadlev. Ridogwav therefore wanted
chit ii. our ground Forces as lptemlitly Chip'yong-ni held, and so istucted
constit uted can not with safety attempt General Almond. Next. in count~er-
ma1;jor op ,raioIls inl North Korea.- His motve against a possible Chinese sweep)
long range p~lan. therefore, waS to Con1- -through1-1 thle 1a l) beCtween Chip)'V0ong-i
imuea aground advance until his forces and Woniti, Ridgrwav reached f'(rI two
developed thle eniemiys mnain line of, I-e- IX Corps untits not engaged at thew
stiacc or dletermined that no such line enemy bridgrehead below thle Hant. 1-ic

rdrdGeneral iMoore to move H ie
ROK 6ith D~ivision andl thle Br-itish 27(h

,x corps Kpi. Bate ofi Chiipong-m. Eighth Aim~ Brigzade to Yojul, where they were to)
63 j.11 E-ntr 2200, 12 Feb 51. and iFnu, 2-15 13pi
teb) 51 2d Di% l'OR 5I) 1 13F) 5 1.

0-:dAn ~S upt Offire tif iliv CG.; FebI 5!. P~i -5 S . ct~ 'isotiaiIot Gen ITavm.
mI 13: MS. 'uigwav T he Koreain War, IN-ti' andi (M. D)A, I d 5e St.
P'olicies. pp.*O 1 002. 11)1(1.
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pass to X Corps control and be dle- 503d1 Field Artillery Battalion; Battery
ployed in the gap.'' B, 82d Antiaircraft'Artillery Automatic

Chip'yong-ni in the meantime wvas Weapons Battalion; and Company B,
likely to become an isolated post under 2d1 Engineer Combat Battalion. He de-
siege. Route 24A appeared to be velopeci a perimeter based on the
blocked at Koksu-ri and Route 24 about Pongmi mass and Mangmi foothills and
to be cu~t at Chuain-ni, and 23d Regi- otherwise tracing lower hills inside the
mental Combat Team patrols ranging dominating heights. So locating his
up) to three miles beyond Chip'yong-ni main position facilitated the organiza-
through the day reported enemny forces tion of defensive fires, construction of
approaching from the north, east, and obstacles, and resupply. Furthermore,
wvest. Should Colonel Freeman s force Chinese occupying the distant higher
be cut off, Ridlgway directed, Almond ground around the position would not
wvas to attack north to relieve it 12 be able to deliver effective small armis

fire on the p~erimeter but would themr-
selves be vulnerable to the combat,

The Wlesi Slwuider; 13-14 I-Wruay tearn's suporting fires. 13

Chi p)yong-ni straddles a stream in Freeman deployed the bulk of' the
the lower end of a small valley hugged I1st Battalion on the northern arc of thle
on the northeast by a low mountain perimeter, the 3d onl the east, the 2(1
mass, PollgmIli-sanl, and by the foothills on the south, and the French battalion

of -aginahge ridge to the Or' the wvest. Company B and theof~~ ~ ~ ~ mpanylil in, ig
south. (Map 23) From a mile out, the Ranirer compn were inreserve close
peamk of Mangmi-san, Hill 397, doini- behind the 1st Battalion line. Gaps in
nates Chip'yong-ni f'rom the south. the perimeter wvere mined, blocked by
Elsewhere. from one to two miles o),t, barbed wire, or covered by fire. 'I'win
Hill 248 dominates from the southwest, 40s, dltid 50s, and regimental tanks
345 from the northwest, 348 from thle were in position to adid their dlirect fire
north, 506 from the northeast, and 319 to thle defense, prearranged artillery
from the southeast. Colonel Freeman and mortar concentrations ringed the
considered the terrain well suited for perimeter to the maximum range of
defense by a force the size of the 23d1 the weapons, and a tactical air control
Regimental Combat Team, which wvas p~arty wvas present to direct air strikes.
made tup of the 23d1 Infantry; French All day on the 13th Freeman kept
battalion; 1st Ranger Company; 37th enemy formations app~roaching his 1)0-
Field Artil !ery Battalion; Battery B. Sitionl under artillery fire and air at-

tacks. Against the probability that the

NIS. RidgwvdN. 'he Koreani Wat . Issuesanud P'oli- -

cies, 1). .102. EightIh Atiun 63j.1ud. Sumtt. 13 Feb 35: 1' hie Chtp'yong-ni accountl is based oil thle follow-
Eighth Arum~ SS Rpt. OfIice of the CG. Feb 31 .Inc tug sotucs: X Corps Rpt. Battleo[Chuip~ong-ni. 23d
14l. I wiers'. A prplentan withI Ridgwats. 2 Nov 31 : Rad. It C A A Rjpt. 29 .Tat - 15 Feb 51I: I itet. Appleman
(A-2-1 1114 KGOO.WC;Eighth Ai m% to Cc; IX Corps with Col Paul 1. Fi cernan. 17 Apr 52. Gttgelat. Combat
1111d (;(; X Cot I)s. 13 Feb- 3. l:.1 r. Gent Almonid to Gent A.tiom in Komia. pp. I 8- 17': Mono. Capt. Edwa td C

2:41 I iC AA Rpt. 29 jai - 1.5 Feb 5 1 . Rad. GX-2- of 23d Regittiental C -tnbat T[eamn I'et imeter iw Coin.-
I14 KGOO. CG Eighth At um~ to CG IX Cot ps andt( patty G, 13-1.5 Febm ary 1951," copy in CMII:l Free-
(:6 X Corps. 13 Feb 531. man.-"wonlit Tnirt Chl'yong." p). 24.
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DEFENDING THE WONJU LINE 287

Chinese would attack after dark and regimental tank company. Following a
the possibility that they would penetrate strong but failing effort against the 3d
his position, he meanwhile marked out Battalion at 0630 and another against
a second ring of defenses inside his pe- the French an hour later, the Chinese
rimeter to be manned at nightfall by withdrew into the dominating heights
Company B of the 2d Engineers and around Chip'yong-ni.
by battalion and regimental headquar- By daybreak on the 14th Colonel
ters troops. Since his main supply route Freeman's casualties numbered about
appeared about to be cut, lie requested a hundred. Freeman himself had suf-
that a resupp)ly of food, ammunition, fered a leg wound froll a mortar frag-
'Ind signal and medical items be air- ment. General Almond had X Corps
dropped on the 14th. G-3 Col. John H. Chiles flown into

Distance signal flares went up around Chip'yong-ni during the morning to
Chip'yong-ni late in the afternoon and take command, but Freeman, though
in the evening. After clark, men of the lie required hospitafization, refused im-
Ist Battalion on the north sighted a line mediate evacuation and remained in
of torches about two miles out and command.'
watched the bearers maintain their line High winds and enemy mortar and
despite artillery and mortar fire as tile), artillery fire striking the perimeter in-
brought the torches south within a half termittently through the (lay inhibited
mile of the perimeter. Just after 2200 and finally stopped the helicopter evac-
machine gun and mortar fire struck uation of' other casualties. The poor
Company C astride Route 24 in the val- flying weather also delayed close air
ley and on the western nose of' Pongmi- s1t)port. Three flights of fighters even-
san. Enemy artillery fire joined the tually arrived after 1,130 and in combi-
bombardment, striking Freeman's nation with the combat team's mortars
heavy mortars, artillery, and regimen- and artillery kept Chinese troops dig-
tal command post as well as the outer ging in on the surrounding high
perimeter. A cacophony of whistle, ground under fire. Over a three-hour
horn, and bugle blasts preceded an at- period starting around 1500, two dozen
tack on Company C about 2330. The C- 119s of tie Fa' East Air Forces' Coin-
discordant signals later sounded all bat Cargo Command flying out ofJa-
around the perimeter and were fbl- pan dropped the supplies requested by
lowed by attacks on Company G in the Freeman the clay before. The Chinese
south, at two points in the French sec- meanwhile opened no daylight assaults,
tor on the west, and near the center of but captives taken the previous night
the 3d Battalion position m the east. claimed the attack would be renewed

Freeman's tight perimeter prevented after clark. Four regiments appeared
the Chinese from fixing a position and to have sent assault forces against the
flowing around its flanks. Pushing fron- perimeter durt'ing tile initial attack.
tal assaults against the wire and through Since these t'egiments representcd four
heavy defensive fires, they managed
one penet'ation in the Company G sec- Colonel Chiles set "ed under GCencia Almond aswrb t ..... wIr l ~inw by.. ;-:.1"..112 .... ..... ,. soeletwl, of file (,cncial Staff atl Genleral Hiead-
ot" bu wc;rc hill u td l'.c litl%..info mcnlts CLi x I'.l h,tS lelnl.hi h Id, ,llIn t Imi 'olle Alo nd

f''om Company F and help f''om the (-3 %hen lie X cot I wa:saictivated.
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